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Emma's Child 
;\ fter years spent trying 
and failing to co1H,;eiH: 
a child. Jean and I lenry 
Farrell make the dcci­
:-ion to adopt a bab). 
The) come across 
Emma. a young preg­
nant ,,oman. \\ho 
glad I) accepts Jean and 
I leni') as adopti, e par­
ents for her unborn 
child. After months of 
impatient waiting, the 
baby is born with hy­
drocephalus. a danger­
ous condition resulting 
from excess spinal fluid 
making its \\3)' into the 
skull Jean and I ktir) 

are told that bab, 
Robin's chances of sur­
,i,al are low. and since 
the couple agreed to 
only adopt a healthy 
bab). I Icnry is under 
the impression that they 
,,ill not take the child. 

Jean, however, put too 
much hope into this 
bab) to lea\c him. She 
falls in low with the 
infant and her marriage 
i" put to the test by her 
relationship with a child 
that is not technica l!) 
her<;. To further compli­
cate matters, the hospi­
tal also becomes con­
cerned over Jean's visi­
tation of the sick ly 
baby. 

Thi~ painful story ex­
plores the beauty or 
wanting to be a parent, 
and the extraordi nar) 
amnunt of intlucnce 
on,: bab\ can ha,e on 
another's life. The 
touching tale of 
Emma's Chile/ can be 
seen at thl'. Stage Center 
Theatre February l 7-
19. 24-26. and March 3 
-5. 

CAST: 

Beth Jackson 
Daniel Ochoa 
Carrie Ediger 
Tiffiny Blake 

Arbclla Al-bazi 
Rand Ringgenberg 

Caitlin Inman 
Cara Lawson 

Tony Gasbarro 
Roula Villis 

Dm:ctcd b): 
Rodney I ltgginbolham 

Meet the Playwright: Kristine Thatcher 

Kristine Thatcher came 
to Chicago in 1985. 
and has been an invalu­
able ,oice in the Chi­
cago theatre comrnu-
n it, e,er since. 
Thatcher has acted. 
din:cted. and written 
for the theatre. and has 
\\ on numerous a wards 
for her dramatic 
scripts. As a middle 

aged mother. she has 
been surprised by the 
lack of opportunities 
for older actresses on­
stage. She has used her 
\\riling sh.ills to create 
plays based on the c:-..­
periences of older 
women in an attempt to 
re,erse this trend . For 
example, Emma's 
Child was inspired by 

her own experience~ as 
an older woman adopt­
ing a chi ld . T hough the 
work is not strictly 
based in reali ty, many 
of Thatcher 's\\ o rks 
are taken from her life 
experiences, a charac­
teristic which makes 
them believab le and 
touch ing to audiences. 
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F EBRU,\R Y 20 I I 

t;PCOMI NG EVENTS 

MAIN STAG E 7: 30P\.1 Rc,• 
.:nation, : 

Emma ·.1· Chrld 
February 17-19. 2--1-26 March 3 

.5 

Rleacher Hums 
April 14- 16, 21-23, 28-30 

As You l.1ke It 
June 9- 1 I. 16-18, 23-25 

) ou Can ·, fake It ll'i1h fou 
Jul:-, 21-23. 28-10. 

August 4-6 

STUDIO SERI ES 7:30 P'.\1 
FJ09 

Selecting .\femun· 
Ft:hruary 2 l-21 , 

rchruar) 28- Man:h 2 

CIII LDRE:'ll 'S TI-H.ATRE 
10:30AM 

Monday. W.:JncsJa:, Frida:, 
Res-:rvations 

(773) 442-5971 

lhe Lo,·e .fur Three Ornngr:, 
March•Apri I 
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STUDIO SERIES 
SPOTLIGHT 

/ 

Selecting Memory 
Tania Richard's original 
creation set during the 
devastating aftermath of 
the 20 IO Haitian earth­
quake brings a personal 
story to a recent mas~ivc 
catastrophe. Mary and .I u­
d ith. two second genera­
tion I laitian American sis­
ters, fol low reports of the 
situation during a visit to 
their mother's home. Dur­
ing this visit their mother 
asks them to clean out the 
bedroom of their you nger 
sister, who passed away 
years prior. Together they 
face the pa inful ordeal of 
packing up her childhood 
belongings, wh ile th<.:y 

finally deal with her death. 
It is difficult for them to 
take on this task \,\,hile 
watching the land of their 
ancestors try to repair it­
se If. The sisters discover 
that they have very differ­
ent ideas about grief and 
the process of mourning, 
and they realize how these 
ideas have impacted their 
personal relat ionships. 
They learn that the best 
way to move on with their 
I ives is to cherish the 
memory of their deceased 
sister. Selecting Memory 
will run February 21-23. 
and Febrna1; 28- March 2. 

Meet the Author: Tania Richard 

Another Chicago dramatist fea­
tured this theatre season is Ta111a 
Richard, a Haitian American 
woman active in the theatre com­
munity . In addition to Selecting 
Afe111orr. she has also written 
lfappy.Ga.Luch and Hm1 Far 1 

Too Far :) Selecting lvfe11101~\" was 
recently a finalist in the Chicago 
Dramatists' Many Voices Project, 
as \,\,Cl! as a fi nalist at the Se­
anachai Theatre's Amarach Festi­
\al. 

An actress as well as a play­
wright. she has appeared on 
Broadway, at the Steppenwolf. 
and Second City. l lcr exceptional 
performance in Voyeurs de i 'enus 
\,\,On her a nomination for Best 
Actress by the Back Theatre Alli­
ance . She spreads her extensive 
knO\\ ledge of drama as an acting 
teacher at Columbia College and 
as an improvisation instructor at 
the Second City Training Cen ter. 

Theatre Lingo 

5,'torejiYm/ Theater 

Word : storefront theater. rna:, also be 
shortened to "storefront" 

Part of Speech: noun 

Definit ion: Originally this term was 
adopted fo r a storefront. usually 
rented, that was transformed into a 
performance space. Now th is expres­
sion can be loosely applied to any 
performance space that occupies a 
building not origina lly in tended to be 
a theater. 

Example: That storefront in Rogers 
Park is doing a revival of Shake­
speare's Taming of the Shrew. 

Stage Cen ter T heatre 

A great time for family and friends 
of al l ages, Stage Center Theatre 
also offers a grea t value on enter­
tainment. Admiss ion to all produc­
tions is free for stude nts, fac ulty, 
and staff with a valid N EIU ID. 

Main Stage 

General Admission ..... .. . .. $10 

Seniors/ Alumni/Students . .. .. $8 

Children 6- 12 .... .. . .. ... ... .. .. $6 

Studio Se ries tickets are all $3 

Editor: Kathleen \\"..:1ss. Jcssic ,1 'sl 11cwski Column Edi tors: Anna Antaramian . Karol Ba1 le) . Patrick McGuire. Joanne Cartalmo 
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