Northeastern lllinois University

NEIU Digital Commons

Que Ondee Sola NEIU Archives

8-1-1981

Que Ondee Sola- August 1981

Irma Romero

Follow this and additional works at: https://neiudc.neiu.edu/qos

Recommended Citation
Romero, Irma, "Que Ondee Sola- August 1981" (1981). Que Ondee Sola. 71.
https://neiudc.neiu.edu/qos/71

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the NEIU Archives at NEIU Digital Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Que Ondee Sola by an authorized administrator of NEIU Digital Commons. For more
information, please contact neiudc@neiu.edu.


https://neiudc.neiu.edu/
https://neiudc.neiu.edu/qos
https://neiudc.neiu.edu/archives
https://neiudc.neiu.edu/qos?utm_source=neiudc.neiu.edu%2Fqos%2F71&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://neiudc.neiu.edu/qos/71?utm_source=neiudc.neiu.edu%2Fqos%2F71&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:neiudc@neiu.edu

BOYCOTT

IGNACIO MENDEZ’S
CLASSES

QUE
= ONDEE
. SOLA

U.N.I.
STUDENTS

What is the Problem?

For nearly ten years there has been Puerto Rican
Studies at UN.I. In 1972 the latino students strug-
gled to create a Puerto Rican History line and to
obtain a Puerto Rican Historian . sensitive to their
cultural needs. Mr. Lopez was brought in by the
latino students to teach in this position. Since his
appointment, Professor Lopez’s obligation to the
“latino  students has been uncompromising. Que
Ondee Sola points out that the Puerto Rican History
position does not come out of the generosity of the
U.N.I. administration, but of the constant work of
latino students who had pushed for its creation.

Since the creation of the Puerto Rican History
line and Professor Lopez’s appointment, the History
Department has tried to eliminate Puerto Rican
studies. First, they fired Professor Lopez because he
does not have a Ph.D. Secondly the History
Department changed the name of the Puerto Rican
History line to a Latin Americanist line with Puerto
Rican specialization. Thirdly, the administration has
hired Ignacio Mendez against the demands of the
latino students.

REPRESSES

FIGHT BACK

Who is Ignacio Mendez?

Ignacio Mendez is a Colombian who is totally
unqualified to teach Puerto Rican History. For the
last twenty years that he has taught he has only deve-
loped three courses in Puerto Rican History and has

(CONT. ON PAGE 3 )
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QUE ONDEE SOLA

WELCOME

10 ANOTHER YEAR UF

Welcome Freshman, to another year of student

struggle. We encourage you to partlclpate m the fotlo--

wmg U N |. organizations.

Centro Aibxzu Zapata-m(P 1), ext 367

_-.Tﬁtormg
- Cultural Awareness
___Stu_dy Group;"_g,_nd _o_ther.'Eoliti'éal A__c_:tivities.

Chlcano Student Umon (C S U )
Meets Tuesdays at 1:00p.m.
" Centro Albizu-Zapata—(P- 1) ext. 367
Services offereds ke u
Cultural Awarenéss and othcr activities.

FRESHMAN
srunsmr STRUGGLE.

Que Ondee Sola
Latino Students Newspapcr
E-041 ext. 514
Services offered B
Photography Workshops‘
}ournahsm Workshops

Soc1ology. Club™ -
Meeting hours to he: arranged e .

Purpose: Soc1olog1cal ana1y51s fo presen _y socmty.

Centro Albizu-Zapata (Portable 1)

Centro Albizu-Zapata is the meeting center of the
Chicano Student Union and the Union for Puerto
Rican - Students. Centro Albizu-Zapata was opened
after student struggle and has survived only because
of student struggle. All stydents are 1nv1ted to use the

facilities.

Counseling and Tutoring Services.
Proy'ectd.Pa"I.arite' '
Portable 2, ext. 8210,

Special Services
Brown Portable, exts. 550, 551,




QUE ONDEE:SOLA .

U, NI Presrdent Ronaid Wllhams is an exhatsted
bureaucrat his insistance on rigid adherence to insen-

sitives regulatlons has caused an tproar on campus.
As a2 bureaucrat Williams does not understand the

needs of students, particularly the needs of latino stu-
dents; he is suppose to serve: Williams putpose is to
carry on'a’routine of shuffling papers and not com-

‘miting himself to anythmg that Would put hlS job on

the line.”

“ For: students who dow't know' Mr, Williams and
those who do, it must be granted that he does his job
well. In 1969 as president of Federal University in
Washington D.C. he destroyed the student struggle
‘there. What is very mterestmg is that it wasa BLACK
STUDENT STRUGGLE. Mr. Williams did this by
expelling black student activists who understood and
exposed the insensitivity of the bureaueracy and gave
-the student body, direction and leadership.’

‘At UN.I. Ron Williams has begun this very same
: campalgn against latino student leaders in an effort
to defuse a large and angry student movement in the
fall. Irma Romero co-editor of Que Ondee_ Sola has

~ COMMENTARY

received an expulsron letter whde other student acti-
vist have been threatened with suspens1on 1f they par-
t1c1pate in‘any student moblhzations o

‘President Williams hds gone as “far as 1nt1m1dat1ng
faculty who are supporting the latino student strug-

- gle for - quality:éducation. For example History Pro-

! fessor i Charles: Barber-was threatened:- with-a -law. suit

by President Williams for his work in the Hlstory De-:
: -partment Search and: Screen. Committee... _
-i-Northeastern-has:been turned into an arm camp by
 President Williams, everywhere students conjugate to

+ meet: with university representatives, state troopers

- gre-called ‘to-intimidate: students, : President - Williams

and Provost Cownie are trying hard to-discredit the
hard work of latino students, and will stop at nothing
to destroy the latino student  movement on campus
before it becomes stronger in the fall

Support Irma Romerof
Attend Her Hearing Wednesday
September 9th, 1981
:9:30 a.m. -2071.Class Room Building

(CONT FROM PAGE 1 )

'ta.ught only one.:
years - at- Northeastern-:he has developed ' thirteen
Puerto Rican History courses: Ovér and above that
'Dr.:Mendez ‘has not demonstrated any real commit-

ment to the Puerto 'Rican community in the US.,to . .. .
-its struggle, or problems While Professor: Lopez has e

dedicated his entire life to out cause.
What does U.N.1. Administration wart? -

- UN.L administration ‘wants to-get rid of latino

students - particularly ‘those’ who' dare- to struggle. .. .
‘During the past month student activist Ifma Romero . .-
has been expetled and five students have been threat- .

ened ' with: ‘suspension; - in - which: one student did
not - participate in the: August-6th ‘demonstration at

the President’s: office.. ‘Forone: U NI admmlstratlon -

: alI latinos look ahke
What does Ignac;o Mendez want?

Dr Ignaelo Mendez wants $25 000 3 yea:r tenured
position to insure his living and retirement off the

~backs: of: the struggle:ofc'latino students. on campus. .

What does the Hlstory Department Want>

They want yes man who w;l‘ not roek the boat,

who will not serve the students but who will play the  tationt _ € _ Ima i
- watering down -legitimate student ‘diss¢nt then the
““admihistration better prepare itself fora hot fall semes-

game of sitting on useless committees and keep his

mouth shut when the Federick; Sochen, Smith clique -

Durmg Professor Lopez s seven .

What. is thé solution?

The resrgnatlon of Ignac1o Mendez., -
_The_ creation of a viable Puerto Rican/Chicano-
Mexrcano Studies Program directed and taught by

_ quahfled Puerto R1can/Ch1cano—Mex1cano staff.

_What can _s_tuden'ts'do.? o

Support Irma Romero
Boycott Ignacio Mendez’s classes

RDM ERO . LOPEZ SUE U.N.I

Lawyers Brian Glick 'and Michael Deutsch, have
“announced that they will entet a Federal Law Suit on
‘behalf ‘of Professor Jose Lopez and student activist,
Irma Romero, for violation of their rights.
The lawyers intend to use every legal means, to
‘havé Professor Lopez reinstituted as the instructor of
Puerto Rican Histoty, and Irina Romero as'a full-time

" ‘student. The Northeasterti Tllinois Umversrty adminis-
 tration, riding h1gh in the Reagan reaction is attempting

* through dismissal to put an end to the student move-
ment on this campus - the last university to have such
an involved and committed student struggle.

The Jatino students are “in'full siupport of both,

“ Professor Lopez and Irma Romero, the hiring of
Ignacio Mendez will only ¢réate a stronger position for

“latino' students’ to- organize and express their discon-
tent with this administration’s policies. If the adminis-
tration thinks they can get rid of Irma Romero by

ter.

..

harass latino and third world students.
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PROFESSOR

ANALYZES U.N.I.

The consequences of the Hlstory Departments
g fallure to retain Professor Lopez along. with the ad-
~misnistrations:: (U:N.1.: President Ron Williams and
.| Provost ‘Cownig)- unwillinghess to resolve latino

'st'u'd'er'it issues on campus have created more problems,

g the follow;ng memo- H:story Professor J. Fred

: MacDonald explains the-current situation and repre-

- cussions of 'U:N,L.’s latest. racist decisions affecting
: latmo student edueatmnr

: TO Hlstory Department Faculty

FROM J. Fred MacDonald

DATE: August 12, 1981

RE: A Few Pred.ictions for Your Consideration.......

I have been doing a little gazing into the old crystal

ball, and T thought I'd take a few minutes of your
time to share what I saw. Based on the developments

of recent days- -new precedents established by the - -

- UNI"administration, new concerns with legalities, re-
legation of university departments to secondary role
in university governance - - | saw some interesting
patterns emerge regarding the Lopez - Mendez Puerto
Rican - Latin Americanist confusion.

1).-1 saw that within two years the History Depart-
ment wﬂi have the foHowmg .

L two tenured full Professors w1th generai Latln

i _'-Amerrcamst or1entat10ns (Harrison and Mendez)
-Z-'E-{'_-one tenured, Assistant Professor wrth Puerto
R1can spccxallzauon (Lopez) .

) .Mendez will be retalned for next yea.r, and then
~ I¢ceive tenure and promotion to full Professor.
his will happen no’ matter what the History
'-':-Department reeommends ‘because . the UNI
_administration will extend all this if the De-
;"partment does not.

1 _accordlng to the crystal ball
ollowin reasons : _

ary and, thus; 1nva11d

.ure wiil_be found caprl- -

MACDONALD

"POLICIES

by The 'UNI administration has just proven that

it hires, fires, promotes, tenures; and the vote

of a departrnent is purely a recommendanon '

which is not binding. Thus, no matter what

the Department has voted, the administration
will do what it wants or must do.

¢) ‘Thus, moreover, university requirements - -
~and not departmental standards - -must be met
to be retained and/or tenured.

d) There is no BOG or un1vers1ty~w1de regulation
demanding for retention and/or tenure the
earning of a PHD. or highest degree. Any
department regulation in conflict with this
must be considered unenforceable. :

e) In failing to retain Jose Lopez, as I saw it in
the crystal ball, tHe History Department never
officially cited in writing any reason for its
action, other than his failure to earn a PH.D.
There is no written record critical of Lopez as
a teacher, researcher, contributing  collea-
gue---or as drawing insufficient numbers of
students. In other words, my crystal ball re-
vealed no - substantive, un1vers1ty-recogn1zed
grounds for non-etention and/or non-tenure.

f) Lopez has been in the Department for more
than - six years. . This is. certainly a long
enough:: period: for the: Department to have
communicated. official criticism of his profes-

... sional preformanee Yet I'saw no such comm-
-unication. '

'. .g)_' The hzstory Department has a Iong and noble

hlstory of granting tenure to non-PH.D. colle-
agues. © Barber and Smith are specific exam-
ples. Further both men: rewarded our faith
and eventually earned the doctorate. Smith,

moreover, cven served as Departmental Chaxr-
man; and even now he is Vice Chairman of the
Department

h) To create new ground rules in the case of Jose
Lopez, as the crystal ball showed it, can be
considered capricious, arbitrary, and-~because
Lopez in a member of a minority group with
a chronic ~ history of being discriminated
agamst— -dlscrlmmatory

(CONT. ON PAGE 5)
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STUDENTS CONFRONT

On August 6 1981, President Williains refused t
meet with 35 concerned latino students. Thereafter
the U.N.L president made a statement that there would:
be no latino students in the fall semester to carry on
the student struggle. The students began chanting

“students: rlghts must be met’ while the Presidents ¢

Office was surrounded by the. UN.L armed guards
taking pictures of students.

Immediately-after the attempted August 6th meet-
ing with Presidenit: Williams and his pack of hyenas,
the administration wasted no time in devising a cam-
paign of expulsion against student leaders. This vicious
attack is‘mainly concentrated on Irma Romero, co-edi-
tor of Que Ondee Sola, and delegates from the Union
for .Puerto Rican Students, (U.P.R.5.} and Chicano
Student Union; {(C.5.U.),

The work of these three progressive student orga-
nizations have been successful in thwarting the racist
and sexist policies of this university. For a long time,
the university administration has been seeking to oust
the leaders of these student organizations; but, on
August 6, the administration realized that the student
struggle had become too intense, therefore expulsion
soon became Williams’ “‘Final Solution.”

WHHAMS

-!"-

{(CONT. FROM PAGE 4)

i) As well as the History Department, my crystal
ball showed other UNF departments tenuring

“‘and promoting members who have not earned
PH.D.’s or highest possible degrees. Many such
colleagues have made singular academic contri-
butions. One served several terms as a depart-
mental chairman even though his highest
earned degree was an M.A.

1) The UNI administration has also recognized
the value of academics who have not received
the doctorate. One of Provost Cownie’s most
strategic assistants is a former tenured Associ-
ate Professor of Fnglish- -with no PH.D.

4) In the crystal ball T saw the greatest impediment
to Lopez retention and tenure as being the termi-
nal contract he signed for the 1979-80 academic

" year. Again, however, I saw that this was not
really an 1mped1ment fo" the followmg feasons:

a) If'Was 9;_contr’a_Ct'Sigﬁéd'_lj'nder'duféss; _

b) It was based on an illegal criterion- -the nece-
ssity of having an earned doctorate.

¢) The criterion had a strategic purpose- -to pre-
ssure untenured colleagues to finish their dis-
sertations or other requirements for their doc-
torates- -but the criterion had no legal weight
and was unenforcable as legal.

d) The terminal contract, based as it was on cap-
ricious, arbitrary, and discrimimatory require-
ment established by a department which, in
reality, only recommends and does not have to
be obeyed oy the administration- «whose uni-
versity laws supercede any and 31l departmen-
tal rules- -that terminal contract actually depri-
ved Lopez of his Constitutional {USA!) right
to due process of the law since it compelled
him to surtender his job (property) and his
legal rights (liberty).

5) My final vision was most interesting for I saw:
a) A superfluous Mendez
b) An alienated Lopez |
¢) A demoralized Harrison
 d) A dismayed adminis_fratiqn
¢) A frustrated and impotent Department

f) A deflowered UNI faculty

Sic transit gloria
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RESPONSE "TO CONCERNED

Ina recent xssue of Prm inthe. sect:on “Letters to.

the Editor” 'a statcment ‘was. submltted in; Wthh a

concemed” latmo student made some harsh remarks
Sola. T dents remarks centered
- we seriously criticized
'holarsh1p ‘Commission, (1.S.5.C.),
: olved in the refundmg of the $100.00

that 1.5.5.C is emahdmg
{ - Weat .Que Ondee Sola stand firm on our posmon
1 that the 1.S.5.C. has no right to add a financial burden
e stiudents by making them pay an additional
$100.00 this scmester. We feel that this is only part
ot the-ongoing process of continued cuts and the

| raising of academic standards that will eventually lead

- to 2 smaller latino student enroilment.
.~ The “concerned” latino students who wrote this
article used the 1.5.5.C. situation as an cxcuse to dis-
credit and falsely accuse our publication on various
issues. In this:article he/she says that Que Ondee Sola
is merely a pohtlcal newspaper, and that all this news-
paper does is misrepresent the Puerto Rican students
- and embarass them. Let us fﬂl you in on the h1st0ry
: of our newspaper.

~ Que Ondee Sola came about because of 4 struggle
by Puerto Rican students in the late 60’§ ard early
70’s. These Puerto Rican, Black and othet litino sta-
dents, saw the necessity to struggle for and establish
various programs and or publications (i.c., Proyecto
Pa’lante, Project Success, Special Services, Black Stu-
- dies, Puerto Rican and Chicano-Mexicano Studies
Programs across the country) to insure their right to
- enter the universities of this country. It was because
of the student struggle of the 60’s that Financial Aid
- Programs, such as 1.5.5.C. and B.E.O.G. were founded.

‘| And it was because of the struggle of the students at

- Northeastern, and in particular the Union for Puerto
1 Rican Students that fought to establish our newspa-
per Que Ondee Sola _
| o Itis with this historical perspéctive in mind, that
_-:'we miust begin to look at our publicatlon and at the
.-_-:'strugglc of all oppressed people on this campus. Latino
‘and’ black studeénts in universities throughout this
~.country, have only the sacrifices of past students who
-have: struggled to thank for their presence here. Before
970, this university had only a haidfull of latino stu-
*-dents attending and they never made any efforts to
cruit. latino: students:” So we ask you, “‘concerned”
tudqn ; where' was this university's commit-
) 9707 NOWHERE! Only student pres-
' s1ty to 3dm1t more latmo students

 LATINO STUDENT

So you see “concerned’’ latino student, our news-
paper is part of a struggle that has brought many latino
students and faculty to this university. It is a shame
that students had to sacrifice their educational careers
and risk getting expelled when they participate in de-
monstrations to get more latinos in universitics. But
nobody from the administration offered an open hand
of help back then. So when you say that our publica-
tion is only a pure scam for political and who knows
what else reasons, we ask how you can make a state-
ment like this and not question the historical invasion
of our island or the enslavement of black people. Is
it not political when they continue to teach history
courses that are biased and structured to meet their
ends?

One has to question the fact that this university
goes boasting about its urban mission and its com-
mitment to bring in more minorities. Yet they conti-
nue to force latinos out of the university; (i.c. 90% of -
Puerto Rican students are pushed out of this universi-
ty).

Que Ondee Sola’s political positions are based on
a historically documented facts, which tell the oppres-
sed peoples side of the story. We look at the reality of
minorities in this country and we don’t try to paint a
pretty picture for the administration, but instead we
carry on a struggle so that-our brothers and sisters will
have a right to attend this university.

*...Those who profess to favor freedom and yet depre-
ciate agitation, are men who want crops without plow-
ing up the ground. They want rain without thunder
and lightning. They want the ocean without the awful
roar of its waters. This struggle may be a moral one:
or it may be a physical one; or it may be both moral
and physical; but it must be a struggle. Power concedes
nothing without a demand. It never did and it never -
will. Find out just what people will submit to, and
you have found out the exact amount of injustice and
wrong which. will be imposed upon them; and these
will continue until they are resisted with elther words
or blows, or with both. The limits of tyrants are pres-
cribed by the endurance of those whom they oppress..”

“Frederick Douglass 1857
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EDITORIAL

As the struggle for Chicano-Mexicano/Puerto
Rican Studies continues, major events have occurred.
Recently the naming of Ignacio Mendez as Puerto
Rican Historian by the administration, the expulsion
of student ‘activist Irma Romero, who has been
targeted:. by the administration (President Williams,
Provost. Cownie, Daniel Kiclson Vice President
of - Student. Affaxrs, Dorthy Patton) because of her
abzhty to organize latino students.

Also letters of intimidation have been recclved by
students who participated. in'the take over of Presi-
dent William’s office after he’ refused to. meet with
students on August 6th.

“In“'a ‘series of meetings with Prcs1dcnt Williams
and Provost Cownie the Union for Puerto Rican
Students (U.P.R.S.) and Chicano Student Union
- (C.S.U.) Ad-Hoc Committee proposed many ideas
which supposedly were solutions to the problems
affecting latino students on campus. In the case of
professor Lopez’s, reinstatement the President stated
there were no funds to rehire professor Lopez. He
also stated that he does not have the power to hire
nor fire faculty. The students proposed to the
president - (before Ignacio Mendez’s hiring) that
Professor Lopez’s position had not been filled by the
History Department and therefore should be trans-
ferred to the Chicano/ Mexicano Puerto Rican
Studies Program with Professor Lopez as an instruc-
tor.

QUE ONDEE SOLA

Longest and most consistent Puerto Rican

student newspaper in the country.

Northeastern Hlinois University
Bryn Mawr at St. Louis
Chieago, lllinois 60625

QUE ONDEE SOLA is published ‘at” Northeastern
Illinois University. The opinions expressed in Q.0.8.
do not necessarily reflgct those of the administration.
Responsibility of its contents lies solely with its staff.
We appreciate and encourage any and all suggestions
or contributiens.

Editor . . .......... e e Irma Romero
© Co-Editor . . . ... . .Marvin Garcia

Seaff , . .. Jose Hemandez J Arellano
Contributors ................................ Teodoro Anderson
Angel Perez, Antonia Rodriguez

Professor Lopez’s contract runs until the end of
August. As of July, the History Department Search
and Screen Committee had failed to hire a Puerto
Rican Historian. Chairperson of that sub-committee
Professor Charlie Barber sent a memo to the Histoty
Department concerning the issues confrontlng latino
students, with solutions ( See - July issue - Que Ondee
Sola) But as of today bureaucratic administration
has not made any attempts to resolve the problems -
but have worsened the situation naming Igna(:lo
Mendez as Puerto Rican Historian.

The latino students are furious and have come to
the conclusion that President Williams and Provost
Cownie never intended to appeasc the students.
Williams who earlier stated that he does not hire
or fire overrules the History Departments vote not to
hire Ignacio Mendez.

President William's professed urban mission_is
only true in words. When he had opportumty to
resolve the problems confronting-latino studénts on
campus two months ago, he failed and now hasa
greater problem. First ofyall, he has hired an histor-
ian, Ignacio Mendez, who has less experience than
Professor Lopez, whom latino students want rehired,
The U.N.I. president has met the students just anger °
with the expulsion of Irma Romero, and the threat of
suspension to other student activists. Secondly he
has threatened Professor Charlie Barber with a law
suit because of his comittment to qualitative educa-
tion for latino students. President Williams has also
set 2 precedent in violating departmental autonomy
which makes all departments susceptible.

President Williams is a bureaucrat and hasno con-
ception of a education, his only comittment is to the
bureaucratic apparatus which is not senSItwe to the
unique needs of latino students which comprise 10%
of U.N.L’s student body.

President Williams named Ignac1o Mendez as
Puerto Rican Historian because of an affirmative -
action discrepancy which came out of the History
Department's Search and Screen Committee failed to
follow appropriate procedures making the unwer51ty :
libal to a law sumit. Williams states that Ignaclo
Mendez was not hired by the History Department
because he wasn’t Puerto Rican, A member of the
Search and Screen stated the students wanted a:
Puerto Rican Historian. Even though correspondence
points out that the History: Department voted not to
hire Mr. Mendez because he is’a Latin Americanist.
lacking sufficient Puerto Rican H1stor : 4]

If President Williams, commime:
Chicano/Mexicano Puerto Rican Studics ':'Program 1s_
the same ‘as his U.NiLs Utban Mission  then it is
about time that all: students: bcgm to ask when will
it be our turn to lose the services we have because the '
latino students are yet to-havethem. . =i
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CUPIED AMERICA

CHICANO HISTORY

The foilowing is taken from Rodolfo Acuna's
" book, “Occupied America”, the Chicano’s Struggle
toward'Libératioh We hcpe'to'ccn'tinue'this se'ries_. -

The Treaty of Guadalupe H1dalg0 B o

By late August 184—7 the war was almost at an end
With Gereral Winfield Scott defeating Santa Anna in
a hard-fought battle at Churubusco. It placed the
Anglo-Americans at ‘the gates of Mexico City. Santa
Anna ‘made overtures for an armistice; and for two
weeks negotiations were conducted. However, Santa
Anna réorganized his defenses during this period, and,
in turn, the Anglo-Americans renewed their relentless
attacks. On September 13, 1847, Scott drove into the
city. Although the Mexu:ans fought valiantly for their
capital; the- battle left’ 4000 of their men dead with
ancthier 3000 taken prisoner. On September 13, before
the occupation of Mexico began, the Ninos Heroes
(the Boy Herds) fought off the conquerors and leapt
to their deaths rather than surrender. These teenage
cadets were Francisco Marquez, Agustin Melgar, Juan
Escutia; Fernando Montes Oca, Vicente Suarez, and
Juan de la Barrera. They became a symbol and image
of this unrlghteous war.’

" Although thé Mexicans were beaten, fzghtmg con-
tinued. The presidency dévolved to the presiding jus-
tice of the Supreme Court, Manuel de la Pena y Pena.
He knew that México had’ lost and that it was his duty
to salvage as much as ‘possible. Pressure mounted, for
the United States was in c:ontrol of much of present-
day Mexico, "

. Nicholas Trist; seit to Mexico to act as peace com-
missioner; had been unable’ to start negotlatlons until
January 1848. Trist arrived ‘in Vera. Cruz on May 6,

1847, where he 'had 4 “Vlgorous ‘but temporary tiff:
Negotiatibns were conducted through the

with Scott.”
British legation, but were delayed by “Trist’s iilness.
This delay  compromised a speedy settlement, ‘and
atrer the fall of Mexico City, Sccretary of State ]ames
Buchanan wanted to revise Trist’s instructions. He or-
dered Trist to break off’ negot;anor\ and ‘come home.
Polk upparently had begun to" consider dcmandmg
more territory from Meyico and paying less for it.
Trist, however, with the support of Winficld Scott,
decided to ignore Polk’s order, and he proceeded to
'negotlate on the otlgmal terms. Mexico, badly beaten,
her governndent in a state of turmoil, had no choice
: but to agree to the AngIo -American’s proposals.

On Pebruary 2, 1848, the Mexicans agreed to the
= Treaty of Guadalupe ‘Hidalgo, in- which Mgxico accep-

g 3t¢d the Rio Grande as the:Texas border and ceded the

5 uthwest (which- incorporates the present-day states

of Arizona, California, New Mexico, Utah, Nevada,and
parts of Colorado) to the United States in return for
$15 million.

Polk was furious about’ the treaty; he considered
Trist “contemptibly base” for having ignored his or-
dets. Yet he had no choice but to submit the treaty
to the Senate. With the exception of article X, the
Senate ratified the treaty on March 10, 1848, by a
vote of 28 to 14. To insist on more territory would
have meant more fighting, and both Polk and the Se-
nate realized that the war was already beginning to be
unpopular in many sections. The treaty was sent to
the Mexican Congress for its ratification; although the
Congress had difficulty forming a quorum, the agree-
ment was ratified on May 19 by a 52 to 35 vote. Hosti-
lities between the two. nations were now officially
ended. Trist, however, was branded as a “scoundrel,”
because Polk™ was disappointed 'in the scttlement.
There was“considerable support and fervor in the
United States for the acquisition of all Mexico.

“Contrary to popular belief, Mexico did not aban-
don its citizeéns who lived within the bounds of the new
U.S! territory. The Mexican negotiators were concer-
ned about the Mexicans left behind, and they expres-
sed great reservations about these people being forced
to “merge of blerd™ into Anglo-American culture.
They protested the exclusion of provisions that pro-
tected the Mexican citizens’ rights, land titles, and re-
ligion. They wanted to know the Meéxican’s status, and
they wanted to protect his rights by treaty.

The provisions that specifically refer to the Mexi-
can and his rights are fourd in articles VIIT and IX. .
Takest in the context of the reluctance of Mexican of-
ficials to abandon their people to a nation that had
Virtually o respect for Mexicans, it is easier to under-

stand why Chicanos are so angry about violations to |-
(CONT. ON PAGE 10}

their cultural identity.
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ACCEPTS HISTORY POSITION

As bf_:}ﬁly 24th a probationary contract was

offered to Associate Professor Ignacio Mendez. To
the understanding of the university population he has
accepted and his contract will begin September 1st.
Dr. Mendez will be teaching Puerto Rican History 4a
" position -~ which was opened by the Puerto Rican
students in 1972, ...~ - . L
Since 1972 Puerto Rican History has been taught
by Professor Lopez, and for the past two years mem-
bers of the History: Department have been trying to
push him out of his position. The students and con-
cerned faculty have recognized the dedication of Pro-
fessor Lopez to his work and community that they
began a campaign to retain him within. the History
Department. - . A
Before July 24th the History Department Search
‘and Screen Committee had no candidate for this posi-
tion since:they were limited:to-a Ph.D. Puerto Rican
Historian: The students knowing the impossible task
of the Search and Screen Committee put forward
“to President Williams that Professor Lopez be rehired
to his Puerto Rican History position. -
The peculiarity of Ignacio Mendez’s hiring by the
university is that the History Department voted not
- to hire him, but rather Provost John Cownie with the
stamp. of approval from President Williams hired him.
Dean- Dobbs recomendations to hire Ignacio
Mendez are as followss i

1) It seems to me that Dr. Hursh's (Affirmitive
Actions officer) belief that the rejection of Dr.
Mendez will leave us vulnerable (to a law suit) is well
founded. The unembellished fact is that the only
available qualified candidate is a member of a target
minority group.

2). Thc; _{iote in, the department was extremly close
and -indicates a division of sentiment within the
department.. . .

3) I thmk it is m"(;rc_ than pla_us__i_blé that the reasons
* that individual members ‘of the History Department
voied against Dr, Mendez are unrelated to his quali-

fications. .

These recomendation by Dean Dobbs have been

the focal point used by President Williams to. justify .
his overruling of the History Department and. offering. .

a contr'ac:t toIgnacro Mendcz SR

~ First of all the university is afraid of an affirma-
tive action law suit because they reason that the
History Department and its Search and Screen
Committee did not follow affirmative action guide
lines' by voting not to hire Dr. Mendez because he is
not Puerto Rican., Never in the official memo explai-
ning the vote of the History Department not to hire
Dr. Mendez was there statement of not being Puerto
Rican as the reason for not hiring Mr. Mendez. But it
was Dean Dobbs who stated “if you do not hire a
Puerto Rican you are defeating the whole spirit of the -
job.”  Secondly does the close vote of the History
Department indicating a division of sentiment give
the right to the administration to violate
departmental autonomy? , .
Thirdly, Dr. Ignacio Mendez is not qualified to
teach Puerto Rican History. In the last 20 years Dr.
Mendez has taught one course in- Puerto .Rican
Histroy and has developed two, while Professor -
Lopez has developed thirteen Puerto Rican courses
in the last seven years (He has also developed courses: -
in other areas as well). For these reasons the Iatino
students are calling for a boycott of Ignacio Mendez's
Puerto Rican History courses and the resignation of
Ignacio Mendez, .
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Praise of Learning
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Learn the elementary things! For those
Whose time has come

It is never too late!

learn the ABC’s, it won’t be enough
But learn it! Don’t be dismayed by it!
Begin! You must know everything!
You must take over the leadership.
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Learn, man'in the asylum!
Learn, man in the prison!
Learn, woman in the kitchen!
Learn, sixty year old!
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You must take over the leadership-

Seek out the school, you who are homeless!

Acquire knowledge, you who shiver}

You who are hungry, reach out for the book: it is a
weapon.

You must take over the leadership
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Don’t be frightened to ask, comrade!
Don’t be talked into anything

Check for yourself!

What you do not know yourself
You don’t know.

Scrutinize the bill
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o It’s you who must pay it.

» Put you finger on each item.

o Ask: how did this get here?
o You must take over the leadership. b
) ' S
= Bertolt Brecht. 2
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