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Que Ondee Sola

(contirued from 1)

The President’s Philosophy of Student Aid
According to the Education Dcpartment, the
president’s proposed changes in student financial aid
programs reflect three broad goals: the return to the

“traditional” emphasis on parent and student respon-

sibility for financing postsecondary education; the
climination of aid to higher-income families; and the
reduction of federal spending.

It takes little analysis to see that all three goals
are achieved in the president’s fiscal 1986 budget pro-
posal. The budget makes it necessary for parents and
students to take greater responsibilitiy in financing
postsecondary education; makes incligible for federal
aid all students with- family income grcater than
$32,500; and reduces federal spending by $2.3 billion
in fiscal 1986.

Since his clection in 1980, president Reagan has
held that the federal role in education is a imited one,
He has urged reforms to give parents and students
more responsibility and choice in education, has
supported “self-help” cfforts of needy college stu-
dents, and has insisted that states and local school
districts have almost unrestricted responsibility in
cducation. In higher education, the president has
stcadfastly held that the federal government should
give financial aid only to the neediest of students and
that it is the federal government’s responsibility to
ensure access to higher cducation for all, but not
necessarily access to a student’s first choice ina college
or university.

While the president’s proposal to climinate aid to
students with family incomes greater than $32,500 1s
consistent with his stated goal of limiting financial aid
solely to ncedy students, other proposals are less con-
sistent with this goal. According to a congressional
Research Service (CRS) issue brief, entitled Educa-
tion Funding Issues: FY 85 and FY 86 and updated
April 19, 1985, proposals to eliminate the Supple-
mental  Education Opportunity Grants program,
which provides grants to low-income students, and
the State Srudent Incentive Grant program, which en-
courages higher education assistance for students
with “substantial financial need,” are inconsistent
with a desire to help poor students gain access to
higher education.

The brief further states that “proposed changes in
the expected family contribution for the Pell Grant
program and the way eligibility for the grant is calcu-
lated generally could lower the amount of a
grant.” Moreover, grants for students with family in-
comes of $15,000-$20,000 would be reduced under
the Reagan proposals.

The brief even more strongly questions the consis-
tency of a $4,000 federal aid cap with a goal to cnsure
access to the college of a student’s choice. According
~ to the publication, the Higher Education Act contains
goals that ensure students’ access to the college or
university of their choice. The president’s shift away

from the goal could limit a low-income student’s
higher education choice. Private schools and thosc
far away from a student’s home would in many cases
be inaccessible to poor students with a $4,000 cap.

implications of the president’s proposals

According to another CRS publication, Potential
Implications of Funding Reductions for Programs
Administered- by the Department of Education, elimi-
nation of the Supplemental Education Opportunity
Grant program would predominantly hurt poor black
and Hispanic students at “private higher-cost institu-
tions”. If the average grant in this program remains
at approximately $575, a 10-percent decrease in the
fiscal 1985 appropriation level “‘could result in the
elimination of funding for about 71,500 students.”

While  some institutions of higher education may
choose to offset federal funding reductions by con-
tributions of their own, these reductions ‘‘may result
in insufficient aid not only for somc students to
continue their higher education at the institution of
their choice but also for some students to attend
higher-education at all.”

The CRS report states that proposed changes in
Pcll Grant regulations or reductions in Pell Grant
funding could alter a student’s choice of college or
university “by reducing the average award or increas-
ing the amount a family must contribute toward a
postsecondary cducation.” Changes in the Pell Grant
program, which represents 15 percent of all student
aid dollars would place preater demands on other
financial aid sources and it is unlikely, says the report,
that “individual non-Federal programs could replace
the student aid resources available through this pro-
gram.”

Similarly, changes in eligibility for the Guaranteed
Student Loan program, which represents 30 percent
{continued on 10)
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Crisis in Puerto Rico

This is the continuation of an article on the crisis in Puerto Rico “Did You Know That”
(January 1986 issue). It is an gttempt by us to alert the student body, faculty and professors

about the prowing problems in Puerto Rico.

“This peace is a crime”
~Jorge Onelio Cardoso

No trucr words have ever been spoken than this
quote by Jorge Onclio Cardoso, the peace with which
we view the atrocities that have becen commited
against our people is the worst crime we can commit
against our children. The statistics reported (in the
January ‘86 issuc of QOS) clearly indicate that
Puerto Rican society is in a terrible crisis. In this
article, we do not intend to offer a simple analysis
of the situation, but rather, we will look into the
causes and effects of the crisis and present possible
alternatives.

The world crisis is used continvously mainly by
intellectuals. They all analyse and point out differ-
ent issues, some specific, some of a more general
naturc of a given society. Pucrto Rico is no excep-
tion. Lntirc books have becen written about the
island’s political, economic and social crises, but
the worst mistake that has becen made repeatedly
is that no one deals with the real origin of the crises;
Yankece imperialism.  Another mistake is to accuse
those victimized by the crisis as having caused it in
the first place. This can be best understood in the
statement made by Fransisco Catala Oliveras and
Pedro A. Parrilla Cruz in their article Puerto Rico
in Crisis I:

“When it is said that a patient is in a crisis, it
means that be is undergoing unfavorable changes
in his bealth. These changes, that bad been taking
place slowly, aggravate the illmess to the point
of endangering the patient’s life. It is not then
bard to recognize the existence of the crisis.
But, when we refer to a social crisis, this is not
as readily identified. Generally, the social prob-
lems are described through a series of statistics,
placed in an abstract conceptual framework that
impedes the members of the society from recog-
nizing themselves as part of this crisis.”

The: basis for the Puerto Rican crisis are the
United States imperialistic pians for the island. From
the very day of the invasion, Puerto Rico became a
military-strategic stronghold. The island is also used
as an area for cconomic, political and military exper-
imentation.

One of the main factors of the crisis in Puerto
Rico has been the cconomy. It has gone through four
major economic phases:

* Monocultural
* Light Industry
* Heavy Industry

and in the present:

* The 2020 Plan {mining project)

Another factor has been the use of the island

as an experimental base, i.e.:

* Cosmic Radiation

* Agent Orange

* Nuclear Radiation

In the medical field:

* Birth Control—The Pincus Pro ject (Puerto Rican
women used as guinea pigs for contraceptive
experimentation),

In poulation control:

¥ 40 per cent of Puerto Rican women (ages
16-35) and 25 percent of the men have been
sterilized.  This genocidal attempt has also
been carried out in other Third World countries.

Another aspect is the US military presence.

Today, 13 percent of Puerto Rico's most fertile
land is being used for military bases. Also, the
marines use more than half of the isler of Vieques
{part of Puerto Rico) fdr their shooting practice
(formerly carried out in the island of Culebra). In
addition, Pucrto Rico is being used as a warehouse for
nuclear weapons. The largest U.S. overseas aerial
base, Roosevelt Roads Air Base in Ceiba is used as
a training camp. Finally, our yvouth has been used
as cannon fodder in the imperialist wars.

The central, determining factor of the crisis

{continued ort 9)
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Este Reconocimiento Poema, fué enviado por
123 organizaci6n clandestina revolucionaria
conocida como los MACHETEROS, en ocasién
del homenaje que se le rindiese en vida aJ
COMANDANTE JUAN ANTONIO CORRETJER,e] dfa
23 de noyiembre de 1983.
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Thank You Don Juan

In commemoration of the birth of the National Poet of Puerto Rico, Don Juan Antonio
Corretjer, we have reproduced this statement by the Nationalist Hero, Rafael Cancel Miranda.

Don Juan Antonio, what can 1 say about you that
will make me feel T have really honored you as much as
you deserve? I do not think [ am capable of joining
words that can reach—or even approach—the elogics
that you deserve and that you earned—without even
trying—with your struggle and suffering, with your
light and your patriotism. I met you when 1 was a child,
in one of those homages to our flag that we celebrated
in the home of the noble Don Antonio Velez Alvarado.
I also met your Dofa Consuelo, your inseparable com-
pailera, so worthy of you. Even at my early age I felt
and admired your uprightness, your wholeheartedness
and revolutionary passion. How I felt and admired those
same qualities in Don Pedro Albizu Campos and in so
many other patriots of that epoch, who years later
forged the historic insurrection of 1950. You were
young in thosc days, if you ever stopped being young.
. Revolutionary spirits like yours, do not know how to
grow old. I know much about you, and much (although
not enough), has been said and written about you; his-
tory will say much more, since you grow through time,
like the men and women of one single piece, like our
predecessors who were made of truth and who pass the
most demanding scrutiny, the scrutiny of time. But do
you know what I admired most about you, Don Juan
Antonio? That you, at seventy ycars of age continued
with the same, (no, more), uprightness and wholeheart-
edness and revolutionary passion as you had during those
homages to our flag—even morc combative, if that were
possible. For you it was possible!

In our last conversations there in Guaynabo, in the
balcony of your nest of love and revolution, I began to
know you as a teacher—you opened doors for me that
will never be closed, and knoewledge that will never be
forgotten, brother and comandante.

And do you know something else that 1 also admired
in you? To see you seated on the benches of the public
plazas, with your Dofa Consuelo at your side, instead
of the tribunals and to sec you rise with all the pain
of your shoulders and walk-toward the friends who
were coming to greet you, not waiting for them to walk
to you—these were little gestures of sublime greatness.
For you the people were always great and that is why
you are great for your people. You always had torrents
of humility and gentility for your people, even for
those confused souls whose confusion did not turn into
betrayal. Yours was the humility of the truly great.
Your greatness was a responsibility, and you know how
to fulfill it even in your confrontation with death. Who
did not feel, while visting you, that they were enjoying
your and Dofia Consuelo’s generous attentions? The
other day [ visited your home and I seemed to hearyou

as you remembered so many things from yesterday—
from decades past—that youremembered so clearly and .
seemed to relive as you narrated them. Your memory
was an cncyclopedia of revolutionary struggles and
workers’ struggles. How many wonderful things you
told about others and so few about yourself! T am
smiling, Don Juan Antonio, remembering that time
when I came carly to your house and you had awakened
early, since you had recently returned from time spent
with our prisoners in yankec jails in the US. Even then,
still half asieep, you insisted on coming out to the bal-
cony to attend me, which I did not allow. I remember
you insisting, although thankful for my comprehension
of the situation. Thank you, Don Juan Antonio. And
how you loved our imprisoned combatants and how
much you did and were willing to do to get them out
(continued on § )
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RATES
Sultural Week

TUESDAY 4/1/86

WEDNESDAY 4/2/86

A speaker on Puerto Rico. Movie: Puerto Rico II, a documentary on
the history of the island in the 20th century. To be shown at the Que
Ondee Sola office (E—041).

Exhibition and information table at Village Square from 10:00-1:30.
Movie: Corretjer—a documentary on the life of Puerto Rico’s National
Poet, Don Juan Antonio Corretjer, to be shown at the Que Ondee Sola

office, E—041.




