Northeastern Illinois University

NEIU Digital Commons
Que Ondee Sola

NEIU Archives

10-1-1987

Que Ondee Sola- October 1987
Robertico Medina

Follow this and additional works at: https://neiudc.neiu.edu/qos

Recommended Citation
Medina, Robertico, "Que Ondee Sola- October 1987" (1987). Que Ondee Sola. 130.
https://neiudc.neiu.edu/qos/130

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the NEIU Archives at NEIU Digital Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Que Ondee Sola by an authorized administrator of NEIU Digital Commons. For more
information, please contact h-owen3@neiu.edu,l-wallis@neiu.edu.

ue

~,,,,- Ondei
Sola
October 1987, Volume 21, No. 4

UPRS and Incoming Freshmen
Celebrate Grito de Lares

Black Students Demand:
Kielson and Lamb Must Go!

On September 22, the Union for Puerto Rican
Students, along with the Que Ondee Sola staff sponsored a freshmen reception and a Grito de Lares
commemoration in the Heritage Room. More than 50
people, including professors and UNI staff members
were present for the event. People lined up to wait for
a luscious, mouth-watering Puerto Rican lunch that
was prepared by the club members of the UPRS and
Que Ondee Sola.
The Emcees at the event were Julia Salgado,
president of the UPRS and Robertico Medina, editor
of Que Ondee Sola. They graciously welcomed everyone that attended and introduced the highly respected keynote speaker, Dr. Angelina Pedroso.
A great round of applause welcomed the professor
as she approached the podium. A hush of respectful
silence filled the room as soon as she began to speak.
Dr. Pedroso spoke of the history of the Grito de Lares
and the unity, valor, struggle, commitment and
strength that characterized this newly proclaimed
nation. Our people, were now known as Puerto
Ricans. No longer were we African, Indians or Spaniards, but a single nation that broke the color barrier
and united the people around a common cause to
defeat Spain's oppressive forces.

On September 29, 1987 the Black Caucus, Black
Heritage and Blacks in Law and Criminal Justice
held a rally to demand that Dr. Speller be restored to
his position as director of Special Programs; that
Kielson be expelled from the university and that
Gordon Lamb leave UNI.
Over 80 students gathered at the Village Square
and marched toward the Auditorium, where a faculty
and staff meeting was being held.
Although Dr. Unim, from the Speech and Performing Arts Department refused to acknowledge the
presence of the students, some professors allowed
them time to air their grievances and concerns.
Students wanted to know when the Administration would do something concerning Dr. Speller. Dr.
Lamb said it was not on the agenda yet. Students still
want to know what is going to happen and when some
of the students' issues and concerns will be part of the
administration's agenda.
After some questions were asked and were not
answered, the students turned their backs to Gordon
Lamb and marched out of the Auditorium back to the
Village Square, where several student leaders expressed the same message: that although a small
victory was gained by shedding light on important
some issues, the struggle has just begun.

(See Grito de Lares, pg. 10)
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Out of the Ashes of the Second Republic ...
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commando unit stormed La Fortaleza, the government mansion, in an effort to hold Munoz Marin
hostage and then set fire to the building which was a
symbol of colonialism.
The US media called this a feud between warring
domestic factions. Very obviously, the US government was directly involved. The US dropped bombs
in Jayuya, US tanks thundered across valleys, up the
mountains, and patrolled streets of Ponce and Mayaguez. Hundreds of US-financed and trained National Guardsmen raided the towns and villages.
To inform the citizens of the US of their country's
brutal repression ofPuerto Rico, two members of the
Nationalist Party of New York attacked the most
sacred symbol of the US-the Presidency. On the third
day of the revolt, Oscar Collazo and Griselio Torresola shot their way towards the entrance of the Blair
House, the temporary residence of Harry S. Truman.
A security guard felled by the bullets managed to
shoot Griselio before he died. Oscar
Collazo, wounded and captured, was denounced by
colonial US politicians as, a frantic lunatic, assassin.
Collazo stated, the Puerto Rican people ofNew York
and across the US were constantly reading newspapers to find out what was happening in our country.
In all the articles printed, US involvement was never
reported instead, they portrayed the insurrection as
a civil war and not as a fight against colonialism.
This made Puerto Rican people decide to bring
about an action in the US exposing the US'
involvement. The US was brutal and merciless in
fighting off the Nationalists, who were poorly
equipped, trained, and very outnumbered. They were
shot, arrested and sentenced to long prison terms.
The 1950 rebellion was the culmination of popular resistance to industrialization by the US Government. In order to pass Law 600, President Truman
dispatched his secretary of war, Louis Johnson, to
Puerto Rico to carry forth a campaign aimed at
annihilating the Nationalists and its leadership. The
Nationalist Party uncovered the conspiracy and took
the streets in protest. The leader of the Nationalist
Party, Don Pedro Albizu Campos, made many

October 30,1987, marks the 37th anniversary of
the Jayuya uprising in Puerto Rico. This uprising is
known as El Grito de Jayuya. The attack was led by
outstanding members of the Nationalist Party. Blanca
Canales and Carlos Irizarry led an armed regiment up
a mountain road in Puerto Rico and surrounded the
town of Jayuya. The Jayuya police station was
stormed and secured, while other freedom fighters
then advanced to the plaza and raised the Nationalist ·
flag over the post office proclaiming Jayuya the first
free territory of the 3rd Republic of Puerto Rico.
Meanwhile, across the island in Arecibo, Aibonito,
Cayey, Mayaguez, Naranjito, Peiiuelas, and Ponce,
the Nationalists rose in arms against the campaign of
the US Government and their insular colonial cohorts, to annihilate them.Under the leadership of Don
Pedro Albizu Campos and the military command of
Tomas Lopez de Victoria.
At 5:00am the Nationalists were attacked by the
colonial police on the main road of Peiiuelas. This set
off a violent reaction which would be felt as far as
Washington DC. Major engagements were staged in
the larger cities and in Jayuya, the National Guard
dynamited the area surrounding the town. In Utuado,
Nationalist homes and businesses were bombed by
the National Guard with aircraft bearing the insignia
of the US Air Force. Patriots in Mayaguez, took to the
mountains and held out for two weeks. In San Juan, a
r
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Que Ondee Sola is published at Northeastern Illinois University. The opinions expressed
in Que Ondee Sola do not necessarily reflect
those of the administration. Responsibility for
its contents lies solely within the staff. We appreciate and encourage any and all suggestions
or contributions.
Editor............................. Robertico Medina
Co-Editor........................ Yvonne Dfaz
Staff................. Julia Salgado, Martin Nieves,
Teresa Lopez, Felix Rosa, Axel Massol, Evelyn
Lamboy, Aurelio Huertas Jr., Marfa Reyes,
Hector Rodriguez.
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(See Jayuya, pg. 11)
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Luncheon in Support of

Jaime Delgado
Thursday, October 8, 1987
Portable East (Outside of Village Square)
12:30-2:00 pm
Lunch will be Served
Endorsers:
UPRS (Union for Puerto Rican Students)
QOS (Que Ondee Sola Newspaper)
Black Caucus
Black Heritage
Blacks in Law and Criminal Justice
Spanish Club
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Good Bye, Frank Solano
zations, as well as contributed to many issues
concerning Latinos.
QOS and UPRS will always be grateful to
Frank Solano for his support and his commitment to UNI students. Frank is a good example of what dedication to higher education
really means.

Frank Solano, the well known and respected Associate Director of the Financial
Aid Office, left UNI as of September 30 to
become Director of Financial Aid at Harper
College in Palatine.
Mr. Solano began work at UNI in 1977 and
throughout his tenure demonstrated a sincere
commitment to helping students receive the
financial assistance needed to remain in
school and complete their degrees. He also
strongly supported the various student organi-

AHMED OBAFEMI AT UNI
On September 28, 1987 the National Organizer of
the New Afrikan Peoples Organization (NAPO),
Ahmed Obafemi was the invited guest at professor
Lopez's class, History and Culture of Ethnic Groups.
Mr. Obafemi, a distinguished and outspoken
leader of the Black movement in the US, spoke about
many issues concerning his people's struggle for selfdetermination. He talked about the three trends within
the Black struggle which are: The integrationist tendency; the cultural-nationalist trend; and the revolutionary movement. The first believed in integrating
themselves into the system, but found themselves
being beaten out of it. The second stayed buried in a
stagnated past, unable to propose a plan for the future,
aimed at the current needs of the people. The third is
a slow, but progressive movement that has permeated
the life of Black people and has maintained the
struggle alive.
Other issues that Ahmed spoke of were the internalized self-hatred of Black people, how they see
themselves and not the system, as the problem. They
do not understand that as part of their colonization,
they are denied everything-their history, their
beauty as a people. They are not taught who their
heroes are, people such as Malcom X, Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth and Marcus Garvey. Instead,
Black people, like so many other Third World people,

are taught that George Washington, Abraham Lincoln and others are the heroes of their countries.
One major concern Ahmed addressed was how
Black people are losing their sense of pride and their
identity. In fact, many Blacks don't even consider
themselves Black. Many assimilated Blacks would
rather identify with white, European cultures and
deny their African heritage.
Mr. Obafemi also related that during the late
1950's, 500 Black Nationalists got together and
founded the Provisional Government of New Afrika
'
from which NAPO was created. It was established to
help Blacks in this country regain their identity and to
teach them their history, a history that for hundreds of
years has been denied to them.
Finally, he talked about projects that NAPO was
initiating across the country, for example the establishment of community centers in Black neighborhoods to provide alternatives for Black youth.
Ahmed Obafemi left the students that gathered
that morning with a very profound sentiment: Before
we have an external revolution, we need an internal
revolution.
The event was sponsored by: Blacks in Law and
Criminal Justice and the UPRS
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The Bureaucratic Blues
-Martin Nieves
I went to Financial Aid and waited in this line,
That had a lot of people, that wasted my time.
So when I finally reached the lady, I said, "I want my money"
She said, "Give me your forms and take a seat, honey."
So I took a seat, waited for a while,
Then I looked on her desk and saw a big pile
offorms she hadn't sent up yet,
I started to get tired and really upset.
People lined up for the same damned stuff.
So you got to hold tight and you got to be tough.
So I'm waiting with the others, sitting next to me,
When she finally calls me up, I'm number three
Go up a flight of stairs, up to the second floor.
I take another seat. What's that--there's more!
So I wait some more, till they call out my name.
I go to make a copy of my med. card.
It's not but 20 ft., and a couple of yards.
So I make my copy. It didn't take so long.
I thought it was all over, but I was wrong.
I got to go back down. There's another line there.
But this one was short, I didn't really care.
Verified my bill, wasn't long at all.
Got out of Financial Aid. Out into the hall.
Bought my books. I was on my way.
To head for home. Call it a day.
Let me tell you my rap, let me tell you my story,
It doesn't talk about this guy in all his glory.
It talks about how to get paid,
By the famous place, called Financial Aid!
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EDITORIALS
I

II

On Friday, September 18, 1987, John Cameron,
On September 10, two women were kidnapped at
former manager of the Book Nook has been transknifepoint from the parking lot in front of the library.
ferred from the bookstore at Northeastern to an undisTheir car was stolen, as well as their jewelry and
closed site. While we applaud the decision to discimoney. The women were found the next day.
pline Mr. Cameron, we are appalled that he was
The powers that be in the administration did not
merely transferred and not fired outright.
see fit to alert anyone on campus that this had hapMr. Cameron is well known for his unwarranted
pened and only a week afterwards did they notify
rude, irrational and often racist behavior. Complaints
faculty and staff but not the students. Meanwhile,
about him have been many.
women students continued to go around campus at
Lamond Currie, a well known Student Senator
night, unaware of any danger. Two weeks after the
told us of an incident which happened a few months
incident occurred, students finally notified, the reaago. Mr. Currie stated: I was in the bookstore asking
son given was that it would have caused panic for stuan employee a question when Mr. Cameron apdents to have known about the attack. What an outraproached me and said Buy your books and get out.
geous decision for the administration to make conWhen Mr. Currie continued his conversation, Mr.
cerning the safety of the students! This administration
Cameron yelled, Dido 't you hear me l)oy, I said buy
has shown a lack of sensitivity to students' needs in
your books and get out. Heated words were exmany ways, but never in a manner so critical as their
changed between Mr. Cameron and Mr. Currie. Mr.
personal safety.
Currie demanded a written apology from
College campuses are usually considered safe
Mr.Cameron, which he later received.
places. But the fact is that this campus is not safe. At
Another Black student told of an incident in
least two rapes have occurred on or near campus, and
which she was in the bookstore browsing, when Mr.
who knows how many other crimes have been swept
Cameron came up from behind her and said,
under the carpet. Students have a right to know about
Whattcha goin' do nigger, steal that book?
these things. How dare the University deny students
Yet another student, Teresa L6pez, told us of her
the right to protect themselves or at least to be more
humiliating experience with Mr. Cameron. Ms.
aware. Causing panic or preserving the reputation
L6pez stated that she had purchased three books for a
of the university are not valid reasons to jeopardize
class before the first class meeting with the intention
students' safety, or in fact their lives.
of getting a headstart on the reading. At the first
meeting of the class, she discovered that those were not the books she needed. When she went to return the
books Mr. Cameron first insisted that she had not purchased the books there. He insisted that they were the right
books. She explained to him that the professor of the class said they were not the right books. He then walked
away from her, with no explanation. Ten minutes later, he returned and said he would give her a refund if she
would bring a letter from the professor stating that these were not the right books. When she returned two days
later, he would not even approach her, instead he screamed from about 15 feet away She doesn't get a refund.
She doesn't get a refund! An experience that was very embarrassing and humiliating for Ms. L6pez. A call
to the corporate office brought a semi-apology and promise for a refund that was never kept. Finally, Ms. L6pez
asked a friend to attempt to return the books, which he did with no questions asked.
The list goes on and on. Mr. Cameron seemed to make up his rules as he went along and denied service,
or was just outright rude to students whose looks he didn't like. The new manager seems to be much more
responsive to students' needs, and realizes that students are humans, not niggers or animals to be treated
anyway seen fit. We just feel sorry for the school that got Mr. Cameron and hope that Folletts will reconsider
their decision and fire Mr. Cameron so he won't be able to treat students at other schools like he treated UNI
students.
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Where, oh where, can the Administration be?
Recently a series of memos ha.ve been left in the QOS mailbox. These memos concern the whereabouts of student activities funds, who is paying for the President propaganda, the University's F oundation Board of Directors and other matters. We ha.ve some fundamental questions tha.t deserve answers. The
memos were sent to Marti Sladek, Officer of the Freedom of Information Office at UNI, by Steve Searle
staff member of the UNI Department of Special Education.
September 15, 1987
Marti Sladek, Freedom of Information Officer
Northeastern Illinois University
SUBJ: FOIA.1 A Request for Information Available Under the Terms of the
Illinois Freedom of Information Act
Dear Ms. Sladek:
I received a book in my mailbox near the UNI Special Education office. This book came with a bookmark
on which was printed:
With compliments of:
THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
NORTHEASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
The books title: Reminiscences About Northeastern Illinois University or There Must be a Pony Here
Somewhere. The book's author: Jerome M. Sachs
It is my understanding that copies of this book were distributed free of charge to all faculty and staff at
this university. It is also my understanding that his book was printed in the UNI Duplicating facility. I want
a copy of the Duplicating Services Request &Voucher and any other documents which will show how
much this printing cost, who paid for it, how many copies were printed, and the disposition of the copies
printed.
Sincerely,
Steven Searle, a supporter of
The Best Party Available
home address: 2828 W. Wellington, Chgo. 1160618
Note: 1) I am a staff member of the UNI Department of Special Education.
2) I handcarried this letter to the UNI University Relations Office on September 15, 1987.
cc: The UNI PRINT
l~~tY.~~tPRiWR~enate
TO: Marti Sladek, Freedom of Information Officer
Northeastern Illinois University
SUBJ: FOIA.2 A Request for Information Available Under the Terms of the
Illinois Freedom of Information Act
Dear Ms. Sladek:
My request is based upon a letter which came to my attention, which I'll quote in part: The Northeastern
Illinois Foundation's Board of Directors has not met since April, 1983. This is contrary to Peat, Marwick,
Mitchel and Company's finding in their compliance audit ending June 30,1985.
(Next page)
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This would appear in violation of the Foundation's Articles of Incorporation ...
I want a copy of the minutes of each meeting of the UNI Foundation's Board of Directors from April, 1983
to the present.
I want to inspect copies of each document which has authorized (or will authorize) expenditure of UNI
Foundation funds, from April, 1983 to the present.
I want a copy of the UNI Foundation's Articles of Incorporation, any changes thereto, and any other
governing documents, which were/are in effect from April, 1983 to the present.
I want to inspect the compliance audit mentioned above and any other audit or document which contains
statements:
1) pertaining to whether or not the UNI Foundation's Board of Directors has met from April, 1983 to the
present,
2) pertaining to why the foundation's Board of Directors had not met from April, 1983 to July 1, 1985,
3) pertaining to an action taken to remediate the failure of this board to meet as required,
4) indicating the membership of the UNI Foundation's Board of Directors from April, 1983 to the present.
Sincerely,
Steven Searlle, a supporter of
The Best Party Available

September 15, 1987
T_O: Marti Sladek, Freedom of Information Officer
Northeastern Illinois University
SUBJ: FOIA.3 A request for Information Available Under the Terms of the Illinois Freedom of Information Act
Dear Ms. Sladek:
I want a copy of the first two pages of each Complaint filed in a court of law which has, at least one of the
Defendants, either Northeastern Illinois University or one individual in his/her capacity as a UNI administrator. The dates when these Complaints were officially received by UNI: from January 1, 1982 to the
present.
Sincerely,
Steve Searle, a supporter of
The Best Party Available
(Next page)
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September 15, 1987
TO: Marti Sladek, Freedom of Information Officer
Northeastern Illinois University
SUBJ: FOIA.4 A request for Information Available Under the Terms of the Illinois Freedom of Information Act
Dear Ms. Sladek:
It is my understanding that the office of the Vice President of Student Affairs has been withholding from
the UNI Student Senate's control of certain funds which have earned interested on certain bank account(s)
funded by student activity fees. I want documents which show how much money is being denied use by
Student Senate. I also want to know who is directly responsible for withholding this money. If any of this
money has been spent, I want to know for what and by whom. I want copies of all relevant documents.
Sincerely,
Steven Searle, a supporter of
The Best Party Available
home address: 2828 W. Wellington, Chgo. 1160618
Note: 1) I am a staff member of the UNI Department of Special Education.
2) I handcarried this letter to the UNI University Relations office on September 15, 1987.
cc: The UNI PRINT
The UNI Student Senate
QOS staff believes that all of these memos deserve an immediate answer, by all parties involved. They are
questions that deal with the concerns of UNI student, staff and f acuity.
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Dr. Ben Coleman Scholarship
The Puerto Rican Cultural Center, a community based institution, has announced the creation of the Dr.
Ben Coleman scholarship for a Northeastern Illinois University graduate pursuing any field of study at the
graduate level in Afro-Caribbean Studies.
The scholarship will be for $250.00 to be used during the 1987-88 year. Selection of the scholarship
recipient will be made by a committee to be established by the Union for Puerto Rican Students(UPRS). Any
student who is interested in being considered for this scholarship should fill out the following coupon or contact
QOS ext 3805.

NAME: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
ADDRESS: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Social S e c u r i t y # : - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Telephone: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Year G r a d u a t e d : - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Major: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Lares ...
Dr. Pedroso not only spoke of the unification of
the Puerto Rican people, but she also stressed that we
Latino and Black students should band together
around common causes--especially the common
cause of racism and oppression that affect all Black
and Latinos in the United States and in other countries
around the world. She spoke of her dear friend Dr.
Ben Coleman, who at his graduation ceremony, was
subjected to discrimination by his fellow graduates.
Imagine that! Even those who have earned college
degrees; masters, bachelors of art and science and

even, Ph.d's, and are considered professionals by
society, are not exempt from the racist mentality.
Dr. Pedroso's expression of cultural identity and
national pride:/ may be considered an American, but
when I die, I will die a Cuban, impacted everyone
present in the Heritage Room.
As people left the Heritage Room, they left with
a deep sense of pride and unification that we hope will
continue to flourish and motivate them for years to
come.
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Spanish Club Holds
Successful Reception
On September 24, 1987 the UNI Spanish Club sponsored a Freshmen Reception to welcome
all new students. There were over 60 students, faculty and staff members gathered at the
Heritage Room. The entire Foreign Language Department was also present. At the head table
were the officers of the club:
Jose Alvarez
President
Ricky Rivera
Vice President
Tina Haralampopoulos Treasurer
Mercy Infante
Secretary
Janet Lopez and Javier Nogueras Public Relations
Ines Calderon
Activity Coordinator
Elsa Vaca
Decorations
Flora Llacuna
Advisor
Dr. Angelina Pedroso spoke briefly on the importance of the Spanish Club, particularly
for the Latino students. She also acknowledged the presence of Jaime Delgado. Jose Alvarez
emphasize the importance of Latino students uniting specially in these trying times, that he
described as a pivotal period for the Latino students.
JAYUYA ...

speeches calling for the overthrow of US colonialism.
The US responded by passing Law 53 (Muzzle Law)
to imprison all who advocate independence. The University of Puerto Rico was closed by students when
the administration denied Don Pedro Albizu Campos
to speak on campus grounds.
While non-collaboration with the US government
grew the repression also continued until the morning
of October 30, 1950.
The significance of the Grito de Jayuya is wellstated by Don Pedro Albizu Campos in the midst of
defeat, La Patria esta pasando por su gloriosa
transfiguraci6n(TheHomelandis undergoing its glorious transfiguration).
On Thursday October 29, from 12:30 to 2:00pm
the UPRS will sponsor a joint event to commemorate
the Grito de J ayuya andJ aime Delgado's fifteen years
of service at UNI. Roy Brown, a well known Puerto
Rican folk singer, and his band of musicians will join
us directly from Puerto Rico. We hope to see you
there, at the Heritage Room October 29, 1987.
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