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Uof ICaves Into Latino Students' Demands
Champaign, Illinois-In a scenario
reminiscent of the 1960's and 1970's, a group
of over 150 latino students held a sit-in at the
University of Illinois Champaign-Urbana to
make clear their demands that the University
cannot continue to be the Acropolis of the
Illinois cornfields while ignoring the Latino
students at that campus. The sit-in, which
took place on one of the most important days
of the history of resistance of Mexican people
- the 5th of May, was aimed at forcing the
University to deal with the following demands: the hiring of more latino faculty
members; the transformation of the Casa
Latina (the Latino student cultural center) into
an academic unit with more student input; the
recruitment of more Latinos from Chicago's
inner city; the creation of a Latino studies
program.

It was an extremely well-organized activity, with 150 students inside and more than
350 outside the David Dodds Henry Administration Building.
The University refused to meet with the
students but instead called the local police,
which dressed in riot gear, confronted the
students- verbally and physically abusing
them and arresting at least three.

WIDESPREAD SUPPORT
Even though the students were primarily
Latinos, they were joined by a multi racial
contingent of Asians, African-Americans, and
progressive white students as well as a few
faculty members. Messages of support
poured in from all over the country.

(continued on next page)
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Latino students from major Chicago
universities hold press conferences in support of Champaign students.
On Friday, May 8, Latino students representing Northeastern University, U of I at
Chicago, Loyola University, DePaul, as well
as ASPIRA of Illinois held a press conference
in support of the Champaign students. In tenns
of content, the number of student organizations present, as well as the press coverage, the
Press Conference was a huge success.
Jose Antonio Rico, and Evelyn Rodriguez
spoke and explained the situation at U of I,
Champaign. After the Press Conference, the
student representatives decided to hold a series
of meetings during the summer to brainstorm
on organizing joint efforts to combat racism
and marginalization on Midwest regional
university campuses.

In This Issue ....
On May 5th, a few days after the streets of
L.A. went up in flames, angry students of U of!-

Champaign/Urbana confronted their administration over some demands. The peaceful demonstration of students was met by police in riot gear
armed and detem1ined to violently disrupt the
demonstrators. Some of the students are our
friends , many of whom went to High School
together with us. Others have become our friends
after meeting in conferences or cultural and political activities. Their struggles and demands are
similar to those we have presented our administration and are simi larto those presented in campus ·
after campus in this country. For this reason we
dedicate this issue to the efforts of the students in
Champaign, for they have marked the path for us
to follow. jQue viva la lucha estudiantil!
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Students Meet and Speak with Senators
Del Valle and Palmer.
Jose Rico and Evelyn Rodriguez met
with Senator Del Valle and spoke with
Senator Alice Palmer. They both agreed to
conduct an investigation on the status of
Latinos on the U of I campus.

U of I Administration Caves In to Students Demands
On Friday, May 8, in the afternoon, the U
of I Chancellor, Morton Weis, said that he
will implement many of the demands the
students had made during the sit-in. His own
advisory committee report was highly critical of University's efforts towards latinos,
calling them "insensitive" and "token".
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Statement Against Police Brutality
Yesterday Tuesday, May 5th, el
Cinco de Mayo, a diverse coalition
of University students held a peaceful demonstration at the Henry
Dodds Administration Building.
University police used unnecessary
and excessive force when removing
peaceful demonstrators from the
building. Three university students
were arrested on charges of aggravated battery, resisting arrest and
obstructing justice. All three of our
brothers were jailed last night, including one student who became
seriously ill after the university
police used a stun gun. The use of
this weapon caused him to spit up
blood and become extreme! y disoriented to the point which he could no
longer stand on his own. We feel
that the charges against our brothers
symbolizes the injustices inherent in
the so called justice system.
We feel that it is ironic that these students be accused of such charges after the
University police, Urbana police,
Champaign police, Champaign County
sheriff and State troopers, armed in riot
gear, used stun guns and three-foot billy
clubs to intimidate and threaten peaceful
demonstrators. The tactics used by the
police forces consisted of applied force to
pressure points in the neck, arms, nose,
ears, wrists and back, which resulted in

bruises, deep scratches, and swollen limbs.
The university has denied or refused to
comment on the brutal treatment against
all students claiming they used the "force
necessary to get he job done," we have
seen what the police means in regards to
People of Color.
If you ask any of the Brothers and
Sisters who were mistreated, you will have
more than enough evidence to prove that
police brutality occurred yesterday. You
(continued on next page)
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Brutality cont.....
can see or hear their stories of how they
were abused and how they are still in pain
from the injuries received by the police.
Are we going to believe the people that sat
next to us, that held on tightly to us during
the demonstration, that passed us cookies
to eat, or an administrator that refused to
have a dialogue with us and instead threw
four police forces on our backs? We want
to let everyone know that this mistreatment and disrespect as human beings is
not new to our people, but we in the
Latino community will not tolerate these
violent tactics by the police and will hold
the university accountable for these actions. The university has systematically

II

repressed the basic rights and needs of
People of Color. This blatant lack of
respect is visible in the actions of the
university against our Latino community.
These injustices must not be allowed to
continue, so we must demand that they
stop NOW!
This is the SECOND time in the past
week that the university has violently
repressed the voices of concerned Latino
students and, in doing so, all students
who stand up for justice. We are not
going to sit back and watch the administration lie to the public, it is time for the
truth to be known and for justice to
prevail.

I.AT/NO STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS FROM UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS CHAMPAIGN-URBANA,
UNIVERSITY OF /UINOIS CIRCLE, NORTHEASTERN !U!NO!S UNIVERSITY, LOYOLA UNIVERSITY,
and DE PAUL UNIVERSITY, hold a press conference at DePaul University Friday, May 8, 1992.
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In support of the UIC students' struggles:

Chicago Latino Students
Organize Press Conference
Statement by Evelyn RodriguezUIC, Urbana
The University of Illinois at Urbana
Champaign saw for the first time in its
history what could happen when they
ignore the needs of students, in this case
the Latino needs.
At the first sit-in, on April 29, 1992 at
the Office of Minority Students Affairs
(OMSA) they were shocked to see what
nine individuals and a unified and supportive community are able to do. The
administration might have thought that
everything was going to end there, that
those nine individuals and the community
could never bring more people to a sit-in
on another occasion. Well they were
wrong.
Six days after the police dragged out
eight other individuals including myself,
using unnecessary and excessive violence
from OMSA, we organized 130 students
inside the Henry Dodds administration
building for 8 hours. On this occasion the
police, using their "necessary tactics"
violently removed 50 students. At our
second Demonstration on Tuesday, May 5
("Cinco de Mayo") after two and a half

hours of the sit-in , did the police and the
university administrators realize that
were there to stay.
It is important to note that Chancel.l or
Weir felt it appropriate to call not only
the university police but the Urbana/
Champaign police, state troopers and the
county police, totaling over over 65 law
enforcement officers, to handle the
second demonstration. Which situation?
The peaceful demonstration in which
130 students in the inside and 500 in the
outside of the building were demanding
the recruitment of more Latino students,
(continued on next page)
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faculty and staff, the removal of the Latino
cultural center (La Casa Cultural Latina),
from under a program that has tried to
disempower our community. It is also very
important to point out that the demands we
were, and are still demanding, are the same
demands a group of students struggled for
back in 1974. Eighteen years have passed
and still the Latino student demands have
not been met.
The administration could ignore our
demands for almost two decades but they
better get ready for what awaits them. W,e
the students, are getting together and we are
preparing to struggle against this racist,
colonial situation that tries to disempower
us from something that even "they" claim
to be rightfully ours. I will advise the University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign and
all the other educational institutions to open
their eyes and see that their roof is on fire
and if they decide not to stop the fire it will
continue until it all bums down.
I would like to thank DePaul University,
U of I at Chicago, University of Madison,
Columbia College, Northeastern, Loyola
University and Aspira for the support expressed at the press conference held last
Friday, May 8.
Sigamos juntas en la lucha.
Sincerely yours,
Evelyn Rodriguez
U of I Champaign-Urbana

Statement by Jose RicoUIC, Urbana

I am here as a representative of the Latino/a
community to inform you, the press, and the
greater community at large, that the lack of
respect for Latino/a students, on the part of the
administration of the University of Ilinois, has
forced us to resort to alternative measures.
Since the creation of La Casa Cultural
Latina, in 1974, the center has been riddled with
problems. There has never been any type of
stability at the house. In the 18 years of existence of the house it has had close to 15 directors, 3 in 1 year! These constant administrative
changes have caused programs to fail, and
caused students to feel uncomfortable at their
own cultural center, has divided the Latino/a
community, slowed down the progress of La
Casa, and ultimately has hurt no one more than
us, the Latino students.
But adversity such as this is nothing new to
us. We are constantly under attack. These
attacks come in various forms. It is overt,
physical, obvious racist violence against the
house, as the present broken windows on the
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Southeast side of the house indicate and the past
attacks of bricks thrown through the front window in order to destroy our moral, which has
survived the attacks. But it is also a covert,
systematic, institutionalized racism which has
prompted many other attacks on the house. One
of the characteristics of this institutionalized
racism I just spoke of is, of course, the gross
under budgeting of La Casa and its programs.
This not only represents a lack of respect for
Latino programs but for us Latinos/as as students
and as a people. We are respected so little, we do
not even decide what our own programs look
like. The administration, via the Office of
Minority Student Affairs, has made it a habit to
continually interfere and meddle with our programs.
The most recent example of this is the arrival
of the new Assistant Director, appointed by the
Office of Minority Student affairs, to La Casa
Cultural Latina. Since the arrival of the new
Assistant Director, the Peer Retention Program
has been taken out of the hands of the students
and single handedly ruined by her. Consequently, students have had to form an alternative
student run Peer Retention Program in order to
meet the needs of the students. In addition, the
Latino/a Graduation Ceremony which was her
responsibility was totally neglected and once
again students were forced to take on the task by
themselves. In addition, she has consistently
directed students away from the cultural center.
There have also been other attempts to stifle
the voice of the Latino/a community. La Carta, a
student newsletter, was at one point censored by
the administration. The Political Bulletin Board
that once hung here was ordered to be taken

down. And the list goes on and on.
It is quite obvious that there are certain racist
policies aimed at undermining La Casa, its
programs, and the Latino/a students.
Due to the conditions that exist at La Casa
Cultural Latina and the lack of concern and
respect on the administration's part, the Latino/a
students have been forced to issue the following
demands:
1) Stability of the current Director's position.
2) The immediate removal of the current
Assistant Director.
3) The immediate removal of La Casa Cultural
Latina from under the Office of Minority
Student Affairs.
4) The creation of a Latino/a Student Council
elected solely by the Latino/a students to
advise as well as oversee La Casa Cultural
Latina's affairs.
5) A serious and visible commitment made by
the University to the long term demands
issued by the Latino/a community in the
spring of 1992.
These demands were handed to the administration last week with the response date being
yesterday, April 27, 1992. Yesterday came and
went...no response ... typical. We fully expected
that and have prepared for further action in order
to get these demands met. The real issue here is
the empowerment of the Latino/a students!
For years we have been the targets of both
covert and overt racist attacks.
This is where we take our stand!
This is where we say "no more! "
This is where we raise our voice of protest...our
voice of resistance!
We are sick and we are tired and we will take no
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Statement by Jaime Alanis
DePaul University
Good Morning. My name is Jaime Alanis.
I am a student at DePaul University. We are
here to condemn the appalling treatment of
the Latino students at the University of Illinois
and show our support.
On May 5, 1992, a group of about 140
Latino and minority students staged a sit-in at
the University of Illinois in Champaign/
Urbana to address the needs of the Latino/a
population at the University. We would like to
first and foremost show our solidarity and
support for our brothers and sisters in
Champaign. There is a need today to address
the role of the Latino/a students at the University level and we fee these issues cannot be
ignored by the administration or a constant
barrage of bureaucracy. We feel the issues of
the University of Illinois are issues faced by
Latino students everywhere. We are the
newest segment of society.
As students and as citizens we condemn
the use of police aggression during Tuesday's
demonstration. The students had staged a
peaceful sit-in and posed no harm to anyone
except, perhaps, the ego of the administration.
We feel Chancellor Weir's action to call in
police forces before opening a dialogue with
the studentst was unnecessary and exaggerated. This only proves to us that police aggression is not an isolated incident that can
occur to one motorist (as in the case of
Rodney King), but a vicious cycle of abuse of
power toward unarmed citizens. How many
people will have to be hurt? How many must
die before the administration and legislators
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realize what the common person has always
known - that we need a real and long term
change, not just band-aid solutions.
At DePaul, we stand united with our
Latino brothers and sisters at Champaign
because we too face very real problems that
threaten the availability of our education. We
challenge DePaul to make some changes
within its own system to better address the
needs of all its students including Latino and
Latina students. Let me address some major
points of contention:
1. The reprehensible bureaucracy at the
financial aid office, which through its
inefficiency constantly drives away stu
dents from DePaul.
2.

We challenge the University to improve
it's recruitment and more importantly it's
retention of Latino/Latina students. This is
a serious problem at many universities and
DePaul is no exception. We often hear
statistics on how the enrollment of Latino
students increased but the statistics of how
many actually graduate is often ignored.

3. The recruitment and retention of Latino
faculty is also of utmost concern. We feel
this to be necessary to aid and assist the
Latino students. We need this visibility.
We need them as role models representing
the community. We need to see for our
selves that people can rise from the bar

nos.
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4. An improved curriculum and course of
study aimed at the understanding of the
Latino experience in the United States. We
need to see ourselves in the curriculum. We
need to know how we fit in society. Where
do we fit in? Which is our role? In a rap
idly changing society we need to have a
very clear understanding of who we are.

Statement by Jesus Ortiz
Loyola University

As President elect for the Latin American Student Organization of Loyola University- Chicago, I hereby issue a statement of
support to the Latino students of the University
of Illinois at Champaign Urbana.
We understand and share in your frustrations of attempting to combat the problems
of the Latino community in higher education.
5. Where is the Urban mission of the
We as a community of Latino students underVincentian order? St. Vincent DePaul
stand and are concerned with the issues of
dedicated his life to the urban poor and
recruiting and of retaining Latino students on
destitute. There are not many of them here
our various campuses. Education is the key to
at DePaul.
everyone's future and we feel that Latinos and
other minorities are not receiving an equal
These needs are not being met at DePaul. For
opportunity in higher education. The student
this reason, we join the Latino brothers and
organizations on the various campuses are vital
sisters, the compafieros and compafieras not
to working towards the goal of presenting a
only at the University of Illinois but at all
comfortable and supportive environment for
universities across the state and nation in
minority students, as well as educating the
struggle.
university community about the Latino cul~ --...- •
ture. They are also essential to
the success of our universities
recruitment and retention of minority students. However, without support and funding to these
groups by the universities, it is
hard to guarantee success and
consistency, as well as, the organizations themselves. I urge the
universities to look at the problems they are faced with and not
ignore them. We are willing and
dedicated to work together with
the administrations ofour schools
to take on these issues. Thank
Students at U of I- Champaign during their may 5th demonstration.
you.
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Statement by Nydia Rivera,
Northeastern Illinois University
Good afternoon my name is
Nydia Rivera, I am the president of the
Union For Puerto Rican Students at
Northeastern Illinois University. When
the Union for Puerto Rican Students
heard of the events unfolding in
Champaign we immediately identified
with the Latinos and their struggles
there. We were very proud of what was
taking place and the leadership of students such as these that have come here
from Champaign today, to share with us
the particularities of their struggle considering that they begin their week of
final examinations today. We know the
quality, integrity, and commitment of the
students from Champaign. Many of us
went to High School together.
Today we join efforts here at De
Paul University in Chicago, to denounce
not only the brutality to which the students in Champaign were subjected to
by the police during Tuesday's demonstration; but we join together to denounce the issues that brought about the
demonstrations in the first place. We
know these issues well because we have
been battling our administration over
very similar concerns.
Northeastern has only 10 Latino
faculty members of a total of 350. There
are no Latino counsellors for students
outside of student support programs.
And those programs which provide
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support for minority students have been
severely crippled by budget cuts and
impractical decisions by the administration.
The Mexican Caribbean Studies
program which is only a minor area of
concentration has been ignored by the
administration despite countless student
petitions demanding that a coordinator be
named to develop and promote that
program.
Just last month, a Black student
leader at Northeastern was beaten and
maced by Public Safety Officers. Police
brutality against students of color is a
reality on our campus. Our activities are
always well attended by campus security
officers, while other groups are never
treated with this priviledge. Last semester, when students took their demands to
President Gordon Lamb during the one
hour a month that he allots to students, a
Puerto Rican student was shoved away
from the office by the president himself.
We have been waging a struggle
for over five years against the
administration's goals of changing the
character of Northeastern. They want to
sell Northeastern to students in the suburbs. Changes in tuition payment policies, changes in financial aid policies
have made it increasingly difficult for
inner city students to "make-it" at Northeastern.
(continued on next page)
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Photo Credits:
p. 3, Chicago Tribune,
May 6, 1992;
p. 4, La Raza;
pp. 5, 6, 11, El Extra.

Statement by Willie Rodriguez
U of I, Chicago

~--------------~

Rivera cont....... .

Adminisn·ative budget costs
and authoritative decisions by an
insensitive administration is the
rule of the day. This is creating
despair and anger among us students and to the communities we
represent.
At Nonheastern we clearly
and firmly identify with the students at Champaign and their
struggle. We understand that the
problems they confront are similar
in all lllinois ' universities and may
even represent a trend in higher
education at the national level. We
stand by you in reaffirming our
commitment and suppon of your
struggle which is OUR sn·uggle.
Thank you.

What occurred May 4th, 1992, at the
University of Illinois at Champaign, Urbana
was a message ... That very message was felt at
De Paul University, at Northeastern University,
at Loyola University, at U.of I. at Chicago and
at many other universities that were not able to
attend this press conference today.
My name is Willie Rodriguez, I am
speaking hereon behalfof a!J theLatinostudents
at U. of I. at Chicago. I am proud to represent
U. I.C because that message was sent signed
and delivered for quite some time now. U.I.C.
has the largest number of Latino students enroUed in a university in all of the Midwest, 20%
of the incoming Freshmen class was "Latino".
I am here because although we have
what we have, you cannot take your eyes off
what you've struggled for. You have to keep
giving them that message and unfortunately
you cannot do it alone. That is why I am here
on behalf of the Latino students and faculty at
U.I.C., we support your efforts at Urbana.
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To discuss the needs of Latino college
students today and to set a common
agenda of struggle in the Midwest region that reflects our reality and our
communities' needs.

