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Stop buggin~ over Y2K 
There is something seriously 

wrong with the world we live in. 
Maybe the infamous dooms day 

is coming, perhaps the world will 
live up to the prophecies of the holy 
books. The year' 2000 is awfully 

Fix the real 
problems in this 
crazy world 

close. The way I see it there is a companies dumping toxic waste 
pretty clear pattern of destruction illegally into our waters and riding 
going on here. on Benjamin Franklin's coattails to 

Or perhaps there is no clear do it. 
pattern, but definitely a pattern. Of course this is made possible 
We've got a white supremacist drive by the Supreme court judges in this 
by shooter, a rail road serial killer, country. Since most of them went 
adolescent dorks with sawed off to grade school with old Benji, they 
shotguns in black trench-coats (not naturally welcome as many pictures 
to mention all the other school of him as they can get, for nostalgia 
ground murderers), gang bangers you know. There are just not enough 
doing the same on the street, baby people who care. This isn't just a 
brothers and sisters killing each failure to vote anymore, it's bigger. 
other, mothers and fathers killing Hey anybody can get selfrighteous 
children, children killing mothers and start writing about problems I 
and fathers, covert and overt nuclear am fully aware of that, but on the 
weapons testing, ethnic cleansing, other hand maybe the more we hear 
massacres, multi billion dollar it the more it helps keep in 

perspective what is important. 
I'm not a wizard with a whole lot 

of answers, but I know we have to 
stop the bad. Forget about who 
Clinton's boinkin' or whether big 
purple walking stuffed toys are gay 
or not. There are more pressing 
matters, like men being dragged by 
pick up trucks to decapitation by 
bigots, and women being forced to 
marry abusive men in the name of 
culture by deranged parents. 

Sure, the world has problems but 
it just seems to escalate with every 
coming year. Whether you are 
atheist, or God fearing it really 
makes "no difference, our human errs 
will ultimately bring us down. If this 
is at all a foreshadow of the 
millennium then maybe the world's 
end is on its way too, hey that'll kind 
of put a new perspective on the 
whole Y2K thing, more like Y2 
bother. -- NtRAJ MALHOTRA 

-uft,ifJ:'8¥- .... _________________________ _ 
You can 'l depend on your eyes 
when your imagination is out of 
focus. 

Mark Twain 

The computer is a moron. 
Peter Drucker 

Acting is merely the art of keeping 
a large group of people from 
coughing. 

Sir Ralph Richardson 

People are more violently opposed 
to fur than leather, because its 
safer to harass rich women than 
motorcycle gangs. 

Unknown 

The only normal people are the 
ones you don 't know very well. 

Joe Ancis 

You, yourself, as much as anybody 
in the entire universe, deserve 

your love and affection. 
Buddha 

He who controls the past com­
mands the future. he who 
commands the future conquers the 
past. 

George Orwell 

I no doubt deserved my enemies, 
but I don 'l believe I deserved my 
friends. Walt Whitman 
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Eracing the face of NEIU 
Musings over the ever -
evolving campus 

Northeastem's campus is slightly akin these days to a new born baby. 
Every time you see it, it looks a little bit different. 

The similarities end when you realize that most every time you see a 
new born baby, it is (usually) bigger. The campus seems to be taking those 
pills from Alice In Wonderland - sometimes it is bigger, sometimes it is 
smaller. Sometimes you need to rely on your skills as a big game hunter -
you track your prey the same as you have done hundreds of times before, 
you comer it, then the trail ends. You are left with no options but to turn 
back and exit the way you came. But when all of the remodeling is done 
(which should be soon), it will be worth it. But there are some of us that 
will miss the mise-en-scene of the bygone era. 

The Fine Arts Building is all new, very clinical, very antiseptic, and most 
of all, very modem. The new Student Union (funny, I am a student and I 
was never asked to join a union!) looks like someone should be performing 
kidney transplants in it. Maybe it is just my age that is showing, but am I 
the only one that sort ofrelished in the funkiness of the old buildings? My 
younger counterparts may not, but I looked at the retro-look of the old 
Commuter Center as that comfortable coffee shop that I hung around in 
when I was - well, let's just say "younger". Visiting professors' offices in 
the Bee Hive Building and seeing those lamp shades left over from "The 
Summer of Love" was always very comforting to me. 

While I visit a vast variety of work places as a part of my job, I prefer 
new, modern looking buildings. Having said that, I still maintain that what 
is right for industry is not right for the world of academia. In fact, I will go 
on to say that there is something just plain old wrong in seeing college 
buildings that look like IBM clean rooms. How is a person supposed to 
learn when they are in a building that doesn't have anything written on the 
walls? How are we supposed to be any kind of self-respecting college 
students when we are sitting in the commons on a couch that the stuffing is 
NOT coming out of? 

My feelings of wishing to hold.back the.Jiands-o.£..time..w.h.e.n:_coUSil=~ -=- --­
are concerned may have something to do with the fact that so many colleges 
were built in the I 960's. This was done to accommodate the incumbent 
Baby Boomers. If a college didn't have rainbow-colored drapes, wacky 
checker-board floors and that same funky black board, they were just not a 
school! When Elgin Community College built their campus, in the late 
l 970's they (in the Midwest, anyway) broke the mold. No longer would 
colleges look like hippie pads. One by one they all began to build new 
buildings, some built new dorms, some even built new campuses. And 
when they did, they put to rest the look of the past (which was, by the way, 
the look of the past even when they were being built) and tried to make 
things new, exciting and up-to-date. 

Will students learn better in newer, more modern surroundings? Doubtful. 
Will we, as a university get a larger influx of students because of this new 
decorating scheme? Well, maybe, but if we do, they will either be very 
vacuous students or in the Interior Decorating School (do we have an Interior 
Decorating School?) 

No doubt 50 or I 00 years from now, some middle aged guy will be 
walking around the present day version of NEIU's campus. By then, it 
may be called, "The Super Megalithic Consortium of Improved Cognition, 
though!" He will witness them pulling down the existing Science Building 
and telling his younger counterpart, "They just don't DO Neo-Brutilism" 
like THAT anymore! How are the kids supposed to learn anti-gravity 
amino conflagrations in all of this stainless steel and smoked glass? It is 
just NOT the SAME!" Hopefully, I will hear that, wherever I am - and 
smile. -- JAMEY McDUNN 

Violent means are too accessible to our society 
(U-WIRE) EAST LANSING, 
Mich. - There is a lot of concern 
about violence nowadays. Movies, 
music, high schools, college rioting, 
war - you name it, violent ideas are 
out there, and people are acting on 
them. 

Guns are an extreme and recent 
concern, because they are deadly, 
instant and permanent. The problem 
with guns makes tipping a police car 
seem pleasant. 

The weekend of June 25, two 
people were killed in Lansing from 
gunshots. Merely miles from our 
beautiful green lawns and prestigious 
little community, two people were 
shot in cold blood for reasons 
unknown. It could have been 
something stupid like a pair of shoes 
or a dirty look, but we'll probably 

never know. 
I heard about one of the shootings 

firsthand, from a person who 
witnessed the crime. He was at a party 
that I, in fact, had been invited to, 
when a person pulled out a gun and 
aimed it at another in hopes of death. 
Dennis Tyler, a 27-year-old Lansing 
resident, was killed and two others 
were wounded. 

Hours earlier, 17-year-old Chau 
Van Tran was shot, for no apparent 
reason. 

Situations like these, combined 
with stories about evil suburban 
teenagers blowing away their 
classmates, help me realize we are not 
far from these problems. This violent 
mentality has existed forever. But 
nowadays it's way too easy for violent 
people to access the tools, ideas and 

means to make their distorted dreams 
come true. 

Many legislators want to ease up 
on Michigan's gun laws and arm more 
of its citizens to protect themselves 
from crimes of this nature. Proposed 
legislation will make it easier for 
people to carry concealed weapons. 

The ideas being discussed would 
make more rules for those who want 
a permit to carry a concealed weapon 
in Michigan. Although not final, 
felons, people under 21 and mentally 
unstable folks would not be able to 
obtain a permit. The bill would forbid 
people from carrying concealed 
weapons into churches, schools and 
day-care centers, among other places. 

There is big debate within the 
Legislature whether this legislation 
should go through. Different versions 

Opinions 

of the bill have been worked on, but 
nothing has been set in stone. Since 
the Legislature is out of session for 
the summer, nothing will happen until 
the fall, when it reconvenes. 

If this goes through, Michigan will 
be one of the first states to ease up on 
its gun laws. 

From what it sounds like, these 
ideas are not bad. The overall synopsis 
seems to put more regulation on 
handgun use. It's crazy that we even 
have to have this kind of dialogue. It's 
scary that we have to enable people 
to carry weapons of destruction 
around. It's disturbing that guns are 
becoming such a huge part of our 
society. 

How will more weapons increase 
peace? Maybe there would be less crime, 
maybe criminals would be deterred if they 

knew their victims were armed, but isn't 
death still death? It's turning into a survival 
of the fittest, or in this case the fastest. 

It was once said that a government that 
governs least, governs best. If this is true, 
it isn't in all cases, and the state has 
distorted views on what their citizens can 
do. People can't consume alcohol until 
they're 21, but as things are now, they 
can have a gun. In another year or so, 
after bills become laws, more people will 
go to prison for smoking marijuana, but 
others can carry a handgun in their 
pockets. (By the way, under state law a 
handgun is any firearm under two feet in 
length.) 

Guns are designed to blow large, 
bloody holes through someone. There 
shouldn't be legislation trying to make 
them more acceptable. And that's what 
this does. 


