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only at a tribunal which is inter-
national in a fair hearing of
our case, of our struggle for
justice, of our struggle against
every oppression of our coun-
try, of our people.”

The eleven, by defining them-
selves as freedom fighters and
prisoners of war, and by refus-
ing to recognize the jurisdic-
tion of the U.S. government
over Puerto Rico and over
themselves were reinforcing
Don Pedro Albizu Campos’
challenge to the legality of the
Treaty of Paris of 1898. Accord-
ing to Albizu, the U.S. gov-
ernment had no place or
jurisdiction in Puerto Rico,
because Spain couldn't turn
over and the U.S. government
couldn’t demand the lives of
900,000 Puerto Ricans, who
had rejected being objects of
war booty. Also, the eleven
were asking for the rights con-
ferred upon them by the res-
olutions and protocols of the
United Nations that defined

released. Only Carlos Alberto

Que Ondee Sola

colonialism as a crime against
humanity and recognized the
right of colonized people to
fight for their freedom by all
means at their disposal, includ-
ing the use of force and arms.

For many years after their
imprisonment, the eleven con-
tinued to receive support only
from a small sector of the
Puerto Rican independence
movement and from family
members. During all this time,
the U.S. government continued
its relentless campaign of per-
secution and criminalization
against them and their sup-
porters. But by the summer of
1999, their plight and the plight
of other Puerto Rican political
prisoners had changed. This
was because the vast majority
of the Puerto Rican people had
openly come out in support of
their excarceration, and were
asking President Clinton to use
his Presidential pardon prerog-
ative and grant unconditional
release to all Puerto Rican Polit-
ical Prisoners.

And on the 10™ of September,
eleven of the fifteen Puerto
Rican political prisoners were

of the original eleven, remain
in prison today.

On the day of the release of the
Puerto Rican political prison-
ers, the eleven were vindicated
because by using his clemency
power to release them, the
president was acknowledging
that their case was a political
one, that Puerto Rico was a
colony and that they received
excessive sentences. In other
words, they didn’t receive a
fair and impartial trial because
they were Puerto Rican free-
dom fighters.

The other issue that has
become a force uniting the
Puerto Rican people is the
struggle for the right of the
people of Vieques to live in
peace and not to be victim-
ized anymore by the U.S. Navy.
Twenty years ago, this issue
was only counting with the
support of a small number
of people. The U.S. govern-
ment, with the help of Carlos
Romero Barcelo and the colo-
nial administration, had suc-
cessfully delivered a major set-
back to the people of Vieques
and their supporters, who were
trying to get the U.S. Navy out
of Vieques. With the assassina-
tion of Angel Rodriguez Cris-
tobal and the incarceration of
mostly all the leaders of that
struggle, the U.S. government
had clearly shown the willing-
ness to go in order to keep the
Navy in Vieques.

In spite of the repression some
of the most dedicated people
forged ahead with the strug-
gle to get the U.S. Navy out of




Vieques. They were carrying on
an uphill battle that enjoyed
very little support. But after
April 19, 1999 (the day when a
bomb was dropped by the U.S.
Navy killed David Sanes Rodri-
guez) everything changed.

Since then the struggle to get
the U.S. Navy out of Vieques
has galvanized the conscience
of the Puerto Rican people and
has become the main force that
unites them over their ideolog-
ical and religious differences.
The people have made history
not only for the prolonged acts
of civil disobedience organized
by those occupying the areas
that the Navy claimed as its
own, but also by the celebrat-
ing the biggest March (calling
for peace for Vieques) in Puerto
Rico’s history.
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Reluctantly, the U.S. govern-
ment has had to address the
issue of getting its Navy out of
Vieques.Its solution? Attempt
to bribe the people of Vieques
with $40 million and keep the
Navy there for 3 more years.
The answer of the vast major-
ity of the Puerto Rican people
has been to let the U.S. gov-
ernment know that they can’t
be bribed, because the human
rights of people of Vieques
can’'t be bought. They want
the Navy out, the environment
clean and the people of Vieques
to be paid reparations and left
alone to live in peace.

The U.S. government is propos-
ing a partial solution like it did
with the issue of the excarcera-
tion of the political prisoners.
This partial solution only pro-

longs the pain and suffering
of Puerto Rican people. Why
doesn’t the Government want
to resolve these two issues?
The answer is a simple one. The
U.S. government and its lack-
eys (like Carlos Romero Barcelo
and Pedro Rosello) want Puerto
Rico to continue being a colony
of the USA, and to deny Puerto
Ricans their right to self-deter-
mination and independence.
This reality only means that
the struggle for justice, free-
dom and participatory democ-
racy in Puerto Rico continues.

Quiero unirme al foro de
discusién acerca de la dedica-
toria del desfile puertorriquefio
en Nueva York a Don Pedro
Albizu Campos. Soy un puer-
torriquefio residente en Chi-
cago que no recibe ni un
centavo de los tan susodichos
“beneficios federales”; por el
contrario, pago contribuciones
hasta por respirar como se hace
en todo estado de la Unidn.
Luego de anunciarse la dedi-
catoria del desfile, la faccién
(n:is recalcitrante de la derecha

- Albizu

por Jacinto Ortega

asimilista en Puerto Rico se
atrevid a llamar a un boicot de
la actividad y se han dedicado
a lanzar todo tipo de acusa-
ciones contra el précer Albizu.
Todos los que glorifican tanto
a los Estados Unidos y se empe-
flan en menospreciar NUEStros
valores y nacionalidad, se olvi-
dan que Puerto Rico era una
nacién mucho antes que los
Estados Unidos lo fuera (y se
podria argumentar que todavia
no lo es). El imperio militar

y econémico que representa la

el Desfile

Marina de Guerra de los Esta-
dos Unidos entré a nuestras
playas a bombazos y cafionazos
y no precisamente ofreciendo
ayudas federales. Lo primero
que hicieron los representantes
del gobierno de Estados Unidos
en Puerto Rico fue implemen-
tar la eliminacidn sistemdtica
de todas las instituciones que
representaban nuestra ident-
idad y nacionalidad, incluy-
endo nuestro limitado gobierno
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