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Welcome to Fall 2000!!!!!!
Fall 2000 is upon us. I would like to welcome all NEIU students - from freshmen to those lucky seniors!
For those of you who are not familiar with Que Ondee Sola (QOS), let me first
thank you for reading. Que Ondee Sola means "may it wave alone" and it refers to
the Puerto Rican flag and its right to self -determination . QOS as we call it for
short, is the longest consistently published Puerto Rican/ Latino student publication in the United States. QOS has existed for over 28 years and was the creation of the Union for Puerto Rican Students (UPRS ), founded in 1971.
It seems appropriate to explain our mission to new students and also to those
who yet do not understand what we are about. Que Ondee Sola is the informativemedia arm of the Union for Puerto Rican Students. QOS is the only media
outlet focused on the Latino student population, which is over 26% of the total
student body. QOS was created out of a need for relevant information, a base
for minority empowerment, and a voice for student activism.
QOS is a Puerto Rican/Latino publication that focuses primarily on our communities and their on-going struggles. We discuss many themes throughout each
edition as it relates to our historical, cultural, and political reality. Still though,
we have a responsibility to publish articles relating to the international situation,
and contribute to expanding our worldview.
Along with this focus , QOS also serves as a tool of discussion between members of Northeastern's campus community. I would like to stress that the staff
of QOS is filled with regular students. We invite all students to participate with
us in all areas of publication. In QOS there is room for your perspective and
creativity.
Our main objective is to raise consciousness about the state of Puerto Rican and
Latino communities. QOS and UPRS are about change, rethinking, and struggling for the betterment one's community and people. We are about accepting
our responsibility as students, as people, to struggle for just world. No matter
what you read in QOS whether it's about political prisoners or la musica de bomba ,
it all aims towards one thing- beginning an honest dialogue with our fellow students, faculty, friends, loved ones about a this world and our responsibility to
it.
Whether you agree or disagree with us is irrelevant. We want to engage you,
encourage you , and most of all challenge you to think critically. In the same
respect, we expect you to do the same for us in return. Once again welcome
back to Northeastern and have a great semester!

We would li
neecf'you ·~o .
you disagree
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ques Needs You No
ilieques Te Necesita A ora!
By the students of Que Ondee Sola and the Union for Puerto Rican Students.

At

Washington DC on Friday, September 22 nd , 2000 contingents from over twenty U.S. cities will unite to demonstrate in solidarity with the people of Vieques. This will be the largest demonstration ever held for peace in Vieques
in U.S. history. Religious leaders, elected officials, activists, community leaders and students will attend and make their
position clear to President Bill Clinton. 1Ni un tiro mas! Not one more bomb!
For the last year and a half Que Ondee Sola and the Union for Puerto Rican Students have taken the responsibility of keeping NEIU students and faculty aware and informed about the issue of Vieques. Now being aware and
informed is just not enough. We must act!
We are demanding peace for the people of Vieques. Peace is not a privilege or a luxury, it is a right. For 60
long years this inalienable right has been denied to the people of Vieques. On that basis we call upon the entire
campus community - every student and faculty mem ber to join us in demanding peace for Vieques.

TO all Puerto Rican students,

'

you must understand that this also
your struggle, and that the people of Vieques are your people. By now you should already be well informed
of whats been happening to Vieques. What are you doing about it;> This is your opportunity to make a difference and defend what is yours. We cannot accept what is happening in Vieques, we have to act. This is '
the point we are at now. Don't turn your back on Vieques. If you do, it is betrayal of everything that is Puerto ,
Rican . Ignorance does not negate your responsibility to join us . Boricua, iVieques te necesital
The demonstration will take place on a Friday, which is a regular school day, but there are many professors
in this University that would allow students the opportunity to participate in this demonstration. We call
upon all professors to allow students to participate with the understanding that it is our right as citizens to
demonstrate in order to affect change.
Therefore, if you believe in peace and human rights join us in Washington DC on Friday, September 22 nd ,
2000. Vieques will have peace but only if we struggle for it. 1Fuera la Marina! Vieques tendra pazl

Contact information:

For UPRS: (773) 583-4050 ext. 3805 or
queondeesola@hotmail.com
For Boricua Human Rights Network (773) 276-1257
Editor's Note, Oue Ondee Sola is willing to provide anyone with more detailed information 011 Vieques, so as to become more informed
011 this issue. UPRS will he sponsoring an open discussion 011 Vieques before the trip to Washington . A date has yet to he determined but
keep your eyes open for flyers posted throughout the campus.
hese are actual bullets found in the U.S. Navy's bomb-+
·ng range on Vieques -October 1999.
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Hidalgo'sCall for
Mexican Independence
iMexicanos, Viva Mexico!
Shortly before dawn on September 16,
1810, Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla made
a monumentous decision that revolutionized the course of Mexican history. Within hours , Hidalgo, a Catholic
priest in the village of Dolores, ordered
the arrest of Dolores' native Spaniards.
Then Hidalgo rang the church bell as
he customarily did to call the Indians to
mass . The message that Hidalgo gave
to the Indians and mestizos called them
to retaliate against the hated gachopines or native Spaniards who had
exploited and oppressed Mexicans for
ten generations.
Although a movement toward Mexican independence had already been in
progress since Napoleon's conquest of
Spain, Hidalgo's passionate declaration
was a swift, unpremeditated decision .
"Mexicanos, Viva Mexico!" Hidalgo
told the Mexicans who were the members of New Spain's lowest caste. He
urged the exploited and embittered
Mexicans to recover the lands that was
stolen from their forefathers . That he
was calling these people to revolution
was a radical change in the original
revolution plot devised by the criollos
(Mexican-born Spaniards).
Groups of criollos across Mexico had
been plotting to overthrow the authority of gachupines who, because of their
Spanish nativity, had legal and social
priority over the criollos. When Joseph
Bonaparte replaced King Ferdinand as
the leader of Spain, the criollos recog-
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nized a prime opportunity for Mexican sovereignty. The nucleus of this
movement was a group of intellectuals in Queretaro led by the corregi dor of Queretaro, his wife and a group
of army officers distinguished by the
adventurous Ignacio Allende.
The criollos plan for revolution did
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not originally focus on the manpower
of the Mexicans. Rather, the criollos
sought to avoid military confrontation by convincing criollo army offi cers to sever their allegiance to the
gachopines. By claiming loyalty to
the defeated King Ferdinand, the criollos, aimed to establish Mexico as an
independent nation within King Fer-

dinand's Spanish empire. The gachopines who claimed authority under
Bonaparte's rule would be driven out
of Mexico .

knives, machetes and intense hatred,
' the Indians took on the challenge of '
the Spanish artillery.
When the Indian and mestizo forces,
led by Hidalgo and Allende, reached
the next village en route to Mexico
city, they acquired a picture of the
Virgin of Guadalupe, the patron saint
whose image was of a woman of
color. The Virgin Guadalupe, who
was indigenous to Mexico, became
the banner of the revolutionary forces
as Hidalgo and Allende led the path
toward Mexico City and the expulsion
of the gachopines.

Hidalgo had close ties with this
group. Approaching sixty years of
age, Hidalgo was beloved and greatly
respected by Mexicans. Once the dean
of the College of San Nicolas at Valladolid in Michoacan (now Morelia),
Hidalgo was a well-educated, courageous humanitarian . He was sympathetic to the Indians, which was
unusual amongst Mexican clergymen.
Against gachopine law, Hidalgo taught
Indians to plant olives, mulberries and
grapevines and to manufacture pottery and leather. His actions irritated
the Spanish viceroy who, as a punitive
measure, cut down Hidalgo's trees and
vines.

Hidalgo later regretted the bloodbath
he had incited with his fateful cry
of Dolores. When he made his hasty
decision in the pre-dawn hours of September 16, he had not foreseen the
mass slaughter of Spaniards. Before
the revolutionary troops descended
upon Mexico City, Hidalgo retreated
with only a few associates to Dolores,
where he would be executed by the
gachupines only a year later. Despite
his ambiguity toward the violent class
struggle that was the Mexican revolution, Hidalgo is still revered as the
father of Mexican independence .

Gachupines were alerted to the criollos independence movement bycriollo officers who had refused to join
the revolutionary movement and by
a priest who had learned of the plot
through a confessional. Hidalgo was
among the central figures targeted for
arrest on September 13, 1810. The
Queretaro, corregidor's wife informed
the criollos of the gachopines plan .
Allende departed from Queretaro to
inform Hidalgo.
Allende arrived in Dolores in the early
morning hours of September 16. His
message forced Hidalgo to make the
most significant decision of his life, a
decision which marked the first struggle for Mexican independence and
that would distinguish Hidalgo as the
national hero of the revolution. The
criollos had not gained enough military alliance to forfeit the gachopines
rule, as the plot had leaked three
months before the criollos target date
of December 8.
Hidalgo had three possible options. He

could await arrest, flee Dolores or call
on the Indian and mestizo forces . His
decision to call the exploited groups
to revolution completely changed the
character of the revolution. The movement became a bloody class struggle
instead of a shrewd political maneuver.
When Hidalgo called the Indians to
action , he tapped into powerful forces
that had been simmering for over three
hundred years. With clubs, slings, axes,
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Eleven years of war, decades of despotic Mexican rulers and political
unrest proceeded Hidalgo's cry of
Dolores. Yet throughout the years of
turmoil, El Grito de Dolores, "Mexicanos, viva Mexico," has persevered.
Every year at midnight on September
16, Mexicans shout the grito, hono.ring the crucial, impulsive action
that was the catalyst for the country's
bloody struggle for independence from
Spain .

Article take from www.mexonline.com .
Copyright © i993-99, Mexico Online®

Septemberlseptiembre

2000

[he

•

of

uca 10n

By Enrique Salgado, Jr.
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The following essay written by Martin
Luther King, Jr. his sophomore year
at Morehouse College clearly defines
for us what he believed the true role
of education should be. Education for
him was an engagement in what the
ancient Greeks called Praxis, which
means action and reflection. It is in
this context that the Reverend Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. challenged us
to rethink the role of education and
our role as students. Many people
today have only heard Dr. King's "I
have a Dream" speech, yet many have
not heard or read the rest of the writings and thoughts of one of this centuries greatest thinkers.

sistent speculation . On the other
hand it should integrate human
life around central, focusing ideals.
It is a tragedy that the latter is
often neglected in our educational
system.

Education should equip us with
the power to think effectively and
objectively. To think is one of the
hardest things in the world, and
to think objectively is still harder.
Yet this is the job of education.
Education should cause us to rise
beyond the horizons of legions of
half truth, prejudices and propaganda. Education should enable
The following is Martin Luther us to "weigh and consider", to
King Jr.'s college paper written discern the true from the false,
between September 1946 and the relevant from the irrelevant,
January 1947.
and the real from the unreal. 1
The first function of education,
Last week we attempted to discuss therefore is to teach man to think
the purpose of religion . This week intensively. But this is not the
our attention moves toward edu- whole of education. If education
cation. I will attempt to answer stops here it can be the most danthe question, what is the purpose gerous force in society. Some of
of education?
the greatest criminals in society
have been men {who} possessed
To my mind, education has a the power of concentration and
two-fold function in society. On reason, but they had no morals.
the one hand it should discipline Perhaps the most dangerous perithe mind for sustained and per- ods in civilization have been those
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periods when there was no moral
foundation in society.
Education without morals is like
a ship without a compass, merely
wandering nowhere. It is not
enough to have the power of
concentration, but we must have
worthy objectives upon which to
concentrate. It is not enough to
know the truth, but we must love
the truth and sacrifice for it.
1 "Read not to contradict and confute, nor yet to
believe and take for granted, not to find talk and discourse, but to weigh and consider" (Francis Bacon,
"Of Studies," in The Works of Francis Bacon, ed. Ka,
es S leddomg, R.L. Ellis and D.D Heath I New York,
Hurd and Houghton 1877 I, p.252). King used the
phrase "weigh and consider" in three papers written
at Crater Theological Seminary ("Light on the Old
Testament from the Ancient Near East," Septemberi 4November 24,1948, p. 180 in this volume, " The
Sources of Fundamentalism and Liberalism Considered
Historically and Psychologically, " 13 September-23
November 1949, p. 237.

Dr. King challenged us, the student
to critically analyze our reality and to
define the true purpose of education;
as Paulo Freire, the great Brazilian educator once put it "to reflect and react"
(Praxis) . For Freire education must be
an act of liberation if not it [education]
is then about domestication. I believe
that this was what Dr. King challenges

us to do in the essay; to "weigh and
consider" or critically think about our
reality. In the essay which you just
read, Dr. King speaks of "morals", I
believe what Dr. King meant by this
was actually "ethics."
"Morals" can be defined through a religious, cultural, or political standpoint.
"Morals," are a way in which a groups
of people define their own relationships and apply dogmas or significance
to specific tasks, situations or sets of
people. As in the case of Vieques, the
United States says that they have a
moral obligation to fully train all US
Naval ships in order to ensure the
safety of the nation, thus justifying the
bombing in Vieques.
"Ethics" are a universal set of values
or principles that one carries based on
how human being are to inter-relate
without a judgement. Ethically one
must ask how do I relate to my fellow
human beings? It is a sense of responsibility that applies to all. In my case as
a Puerto Rican , how would I want my
people to be respected and treated?
But also how would I want all human
beings to be respected and treated?
Would I allow Long Island to be
bombed continuously, and lives to be
put in danger ensure the safety of a
nation? No , that would be unethical.

In the United States educational
system, discussion on morals and
ethics is never pondered on . Students
never question , whose values are being
taught in the classroom? In my experience it is white upper class morality
that is presented as correct and valuable [right]. The lack of definition in
many cases project morality and ethics
as the same; but the reality is that they
are very different.
I believe that when the Reverend was

"We all may have come on different ships,
but we're in the same boat now."
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
1929-1968
speaking of morals he was actually
speaking to and of ethics. It is almost
fundamental that "morals" in this essay
be read "ethics" in order for the true
meaning of education to be reached.
In order for education to be as Freire
put it," an act of liberation" and "a tool
to obtain freedom ," then one's moral ity must be taken out of the classroom.
Education must be based on what is
ethically correct and not impose on to
the student what is morally correct. As
Freire put it, ''The man that has made
a radical option does not deny another
man's right to choose, nor does he try

7

to imposed his own choice." Education
should be a constant dialogue between
educator and student; not the regurgitation of information for the satisfaction of a teacher. Education is a space
in which to learn to be able to put into
context information then into use, if
not education, has no purpose but to
domesticate and control.

What do you think? QOS encourages all students or fa culty members to respond to this
article or any other articles. That would in
effect help create a dialogue within NEIU.
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Part Two of:

Seven Loose Pieces of the Global Jigsaw P

FIRST
PIECE:
he c ncentration of wealth and the distribution of poverty
By Subcomandante Marcos
In the past issue of Que Ondee Sola, we introduced our readers to an article titled, "Seven
Loose Pieces of the Global Jigsaw Puzzle."
For the next several months, we will be publishing sections of this tremendous article. Each
section is accompanied by a symbol corresponding to the content of the particular the
piece. As the title states, there are seven pieces
and this month's section is the first.

this, because its "distribution" of social
wealth does no more than distribute a
doubly absurd accumulation: an accumulation of wealth in the hands of a
few, and an accumulation of poverty in
millions of human beings.
Injustice and inequality are distinctive
characteristics of the real world. Planet
Earth, third in our solar system, has 5

This article was first published
in 1997 and was written by
Subcommandante Marcos,
the prolific spokesman/leader
of the Zapatista Liberation
Army (EUN) in Mexico.
This article is an important
' part of the international debate
on globalization and neoliberalism. Though ihe mainstream
U.S. press has scarcely discussed these currently unfolding topics, it will be imperative
to understand each as it relates
to the future of human civi' lization and development. So
now we present to you the
second section of this article.

The first piece can be shaped by drawing a dollar sign.

1

In the history of humanity, different
social models have fought to hoist the
absurd as a distinctive world order.
Surely, neoliberalism should have pride
of place if awards are given out for

billion people. Of them, only half a
billion live in comfort while 4 t/2 billion live in poverty.
Doubly absurd is the distribution
between rich and poor: the rich are
few and the poor are many. The quantitative difference is criminal, but a
balance between the two extremes is
struck by wealth: the rich supplement
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their small numbers with millions upon
-millions of dollars . The fortune of the
358 wealthiest people of the world
(thousands of millions of dollars) is
greater than the annual income of
45% of the poorest inhabitants, something like 2 t/2 billion people. The
gold chains on the financial watches
are converted into a heavy chain for
millions of human beings. Little by
little, the concentration
of wealth in the hands of
a few and the distribution
of poverty among many
begins to trace out a
profile of modern global
society: a fragile equilibrium of absurd inequalities .
The chasm between the
rich and poor is brutal
and nothing seems to
tend away from its
growth; to the contrary,
all appearances indicate it
will continue to grow. Far
from decreasing, social
inequality is accelerating, above all in
the developed capitalist nations: in the
US, 1% of the wealthiest Americans
corralled 61.6% of the total national
wealth between 1983 and 1989. Eighty
percent of the poorest North Americans share only 1.2% of the wealth.
In Great Britain the number of homeless has grown; the number of children
who survive on social welfare has gone

from 7% in 1979 to 26% in 1994;
the number of British who live in poverty (defined as less than half the minimum wage) has gone from 5 million
to nearly 14 million; 10% of the poorest have lost 13 % of their purchasing
power, while 10% of the richest have
gained 65 %, and in a period of the
past 5 years the number of millionaires
has doubled.
At the beginning of the 90s an estimated 37,000 transnational companies
with their 170,000 subsidiaries held
the international economy in its tentacles. Nevertheless, the center of
power situates itself in the most restrictive circle of the first 200: since the
beginnings of the 80's, they have had
an uninterrupted expansion through

mergers and "rescue" buyouts of companies. In this way, the part of transnational capital in the global GNP has
gone from 17% in the middle of the
60's to 24% in 1982 and more than
30% in 1995. The first 200 are conglomerates whose planetary activities
cover the primary, secondary, and tertiary sectors: large scale agricultural
exploitation, manufacturing production , and financial and commercial services. Geographically, they are divided
amongst 10 countries: Japan (62) , the
United States (53) , Germany (23),
France ( 19), the United Kingdom ( 11 ),
Switzerland (8), South Korea (6), Italy
(5), and others (4). 3

nomic power. Now color it the green
of the dollar. Don't worry about the
nauseating odor, the aroma of manure,
mud, and blood it has carried since
birth ...
Frederic F. Clairmont. "Les deux cents
societes qui controlent le monde." Le
Monde Diplomatique. Apr. 1997

3

Editor's Note , The earlier sections of this article
can be found in past Que Ondee Sola issues.
If you would like a copy, please contact us. It
would be our pleasure to provide you with any
past editions.
Next Month will feature

Part THREE

of the "Seven Loose Pieces of

Here you have the symbol of eco-
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the Global ,Jigsaw Puule."
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4/-ll.a, ;4(1" 11 "6 "u,
'ai,l"is wll.,ll. '/c,ll.lll.asll.J ...
Nearly a year ago on September 9 th, 1999, eleven Puerto Rican political prisoners and prisoners of war were released from prison, in some cases
after doing almost twenty years. They were imprisoned for acts in support of the independence of Puerto Rico.
Their release was a momentous event in Puerto Rican history. It signified one of the few times Puerto Ricans have rallied together under a common
issue. Puerto Ricans from all political beliefs, religious backgrounds, and walks of life demanded their freedom.
Under mounting national and international pressure President Clinton offered clemency to 14 out of the 16 political prisoners. 12 accepted, 11 of
which were immediately released. Two declined the offer and one was not offered clemency at all. The eleven were released with a list of conditions and
restrictions, but nonetheless have joined us outside the prison walls. With open arms and respect we welcomed them home as patriots. The following
are brief updates on the former Puerto Rican political prisoners. Photographs courtesy of the National Committee to Free the Puerto Rican Political
Prisoners and Prisoners of War, were taken during the time these patriots were imprisoned.

Alejandrina Torres

Alberto Rodrfguez

Alejandrina is living in Chicago with her family . She
is involved in an inter-generational community effort
called Coqui Garden in the
Humboldt Park community.

Alberto is living in Chicago's Wicker Park neighborhood and is working at the
Peoples' Law Office.

Carmen Valentin

Adolfo Matos

Carmen is living in Puerto
Rico, enjoying her time with
her granddaughter, Karina .
She is also taking care of
her aging and frail mother.
Carmen has also bought a
home.

Adolfo is living in Lajas,
Puerto Rico with his family.
He continues to work as an
artisan in copper etching.

Dylcia Pagan

Edwin Cortes

Dylcia is living with her son,
Guillermo Morales in Puerto
Rico . Also, she is working
as a consultant for various
media productions.

Edwin is living with his
family in Aguadilla, Puerto
Rico .

Que Ondee Sola
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Elizam Escobar

Luis Rosa

Elizam is living in Puerto
Rico and is teaching art. He
has published a book and
opened an art exhibit with
paintings he did while in
prison .

Luis is off of parole and
free of conditions. Since his
release he has gotten married to Magdalena Cortes
and is working in Puerto
Rico

Alicia Rodrfguez

Ida Luz Rodrfguez

Alicia is off of parole and
is now free without conditions. She has traveled
thanking her supporters.
She has visited Chicago,
New York, Washington DC
and Hawaii .

Ida Luz lives in Puerto Rico
with her sister Alicia. They
are trying to develop a
workshop on Puerto Rican
ceramics. She has been able
to visit family especially her
father who is quite ill.

Ricardo Jimenez
Ricardo is living in San Juan,
Puerto Rico. He is working
for one of Puerto Rico's
major television stations.

Most of these women and men served nearly twenty years in prison.
After all these years away from their families and communities, they
continue to readjust into society. It was a great victory that they are
now among us. They are examples of sacrifice and spirits of resistance.
We thank them for all that they have done for Puerto Rico, and their
great help in moving us in the direction of unity, like Vieques also has.
We cannot forget that Six patriots remain incarcerated. We must fight
for their freedom. They must join their families and communities.
Free all Puerto Rican Political Prisoners! ;UBERTAD1 iUBERTAD1
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A Short Biograghy of

P~--..- AWztt CalltfJ~
By Marusa Rosado

Pedro Albizu Campos was a man who
provoked different reactions in people,
feelings that range from admiration,
fervor, loyalty and deep love, to hate,
distrust and rejection . For many, he
was the Apostle of independence or
the last American Liberator. For others,
he was the height of infamy, a fanatic,
a schizophrenic, a guy with
a racial-inferiority complex, an
authoritarian .

gence, lively disposition and innate
leadership qualities, Pedro finished his
studies in eight years, obtaining the
highest grades in his class. For this
reason, he was recommended for a
grant awarded by the Aurora Masonic
Lodge of Ponce to the most outstanding students, making it possible for him

In Harvard, he rubbed elbows
with the cream of the Latin
American intelligentsia and distinguished himself through his
solidarity with the struggles of
the Irish and Indian independence movements against English colonial rule . He lectured at
several of the city's universities
and presided over the Club Cosmopolita, an exclusive forum for
the exchange of radical ideas.
He graduated in 1916 with a
B.A. in chemical engineering

, But what we all agree upon
is, that his name can never be
erased from Puerto Rican history, because, in his path, he
left such deep footprints . Even
those who wanted to bury him
alive, upon writing their own
memoirs, must mention him,
even if it is to defame him--and
in so doing bring him back to
life-because they were unable
to avoid him.

.ni

Pedro Campos, who didn't then /f1 4 M
lit~
have a paternal surname because ;[)f'
his father didn't recognize him J.A
as his son at that time, was : £.!:.~
born in 1891 in a poor slum
called Tenerias established by
freed blacks in the Machuelo Abuja
section of the southern town of Ponce.
Having lost his mother at an early
age, he was raised by an aunt. Due to
the poverty in which he grew up, and
, the scarce resources available in those
days to the poorer classes, it was only
by his own devices that he managed to
get into school when he was 12.
Gifted with an extraordinary intelli-
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At Harvard, he quickly became the
most notable Latin American on
campus, due to his high level of education, the refinement of his spirit and
his maturity, activism and generosity.
It was at Harvard that he met the
woman who would become his wife
and the mother of three of his children: dona Laura Meneses del
Carpio, from Peru.

Art work by Jose Alicea
titled "Albizu", 1971.
to begin pursuing engineering studies
at the University of Vermont in 1912.
With the help of a professor who was
impressed by Pedro's intelligence and
suggested that he transfer to Harvard
University, Pedro was admitted to the
school and began studying there in
1913 .
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That same year, Albizu entered
law school at Harvard, although
he interrupted his studies to vol unteer for the U.S. Army at the
beginning of the United States'
involvement in the First World War.
He requested a transfer to go to Puerto
Rico in hopes of going to the front
with Puerto Rican troops and was
called to train at the Las Casas Camp,
located in Santurce, a neighborhood
on the outskirts of San Juan . Just as
they were getting ready for mobilization to the European front, the armistice was declared.

He resumed his law studies and, after
graduating, returned to Puerto Rico,
where he opened a small practice in
Ponce. Every Sunday, he would erect
a dais in the public plaza in Ponce
to discuss the country's political problems.
In 1923, he joined the Partido Union
(Union Party) of Puerto Rico, which
was the only party whose platform
included independence as the solution to the colonial problem . Months
later, when the Union, Party eliminated independence from its platform,
he quit the party and, a few months
later, in May 1924, joined the Partido
Nacionalista (Nationalist Party), which
had been formed in 1922. In 1925,
he was promoted to vice president of
the party. In a party meeting, he was
entrusted with making a tour of Latin
America and the Caribbean to drum
up support for the Puerto Rican struggle for independence.

nial representatives. Violent confrontations between police and nationalists
sprouted up, and, in October 1935,
the police assassinated five nationalists
in what is now known as the Massacre
of Rio Piedras.
The call which Albizu made, in the
last assembly of the Partido Nacionalista, to join the recently-formed Ejercito Libertador (Army of Freedom)
provoked the Federal Court in Puerto
Rico to order the arrest of Albizu and
the nationalist leadership on charges
of sedition . They were jailed in Carcel
La Princesa pending trail.
On March 21, 1937, with Albizu
Campos and the nationalist leadership
jailed in San Juan, the police attacked
a Partido Nacionalista civil parade in
Ponce, killing 21 persons, 19 of them
nationalists.

Photographs of
Dr. Pedro Albitu Campos,
the father of the modern
independence movement.

In the first trial, a jury made up mostly
of Puerto Ricans absolved them of all
charges. In a second trial-which was
both rigged and rushed-in which the
majority of the jury members were
U.S. citizens with influence in the government and the big U.S. corporations
established on the Island, they were
found guilty. Albizu, along with six
colleagues from the nationalist leadership, was sentenced to 10 years of
prison in Atlanta, Georgia.

In mid- 1927 he left for Santo Domingo,
traveling later to Cuba, Mexico, Peru
and Venezuela. He returned to the
Island at the end of 1929.
In May of 1930, he assumed the presidency of the Partido Nacionalista. At
the time, Puerto Rico was suffering
a serious economic depression-hunger
illness and unemployment were consuming the Puerto Rican people.
The Partido Nacionalista, under his
administration, promoted national
rebirth, the expulsion of the U.S.
invading forces and the redistribution
of wealth from foreign to Puerto Rican
hands.
Albizu Campos had to confront the
invaders of his country by founding
the Puerto Rican, pro-independence
anti-imperialism of the 20th century.
His program shook the soul of Puerto
Rico to its very foundations.

Albizu Campos, like Marti, was very
familiar with the U.S. mentality, and
he knew that he had to implant the
idea of liberty as a necessary and inevitable practice in the consciousness
of the peoples of the Americas in
response to U.S. cultural expansionism. "Our land will be a free and sovereign nation against the will of the
United States," he said frequently.
It didn't take long for the people's
patriotic fervor to produce clashes
with the invading forces and their colo-
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Upon his return to Puerto Rico in
December 1947, after serving his sentence of imprisonment and exile, he
denounced the displacement of the
residents of Vieques by the United
States Navy and advocated resistance
to obligatory military service. He also
spoke out against the amendment to
the Constitution which would supposedly create colonialism by consent:
this amendment became Law 600,
which created the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico .
Continued on page 14
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Continued from page 13
The governing Partido Popular Democratico (Popular Democratic Party),
concerned about the return of Albizuwhose leadership and strong popular
support might threaten their plan to
establish the Constitutional amendment-prepared to pass repressive laws
against subversion; the so-called Gag
Laws, with which they persecuted
Albizu Campos and all of the nationalists and pro-independence sympathizers of the era. The persecution
was so intense that the nationalists
were driven to incite an insurrection
on October 30, 1950. In Washington,
D .C., two armed nationalists, Oscar
Collazo and Griselio Torresola,
attacked U.S. President Harry S. Truman's temporary residence, the Blair
House, to call world attention to
events transpiring on the Island.
Albizu was then arrested. In the trial,
the speeches he had given in different
parts of the Island of Puerto Rico since
his return in 1947 were used against
him and he was accused of violating
the Gag Laws in 12 of them . He was
sentenced to no less than 12 and no
more than 54 years of prison. Albizu
Campos spent the last years of his martyrdom in jail. He complained that he
was attacked with certain radioactive

rays that burned his skin. His health
began to fail and he stopped eating.
Through letters to Munoz Marin and
news articles in the press, voices from
around the world began expressing
their concerns for the health of Albizu,
and they urged his liberation in order
to, spare him further
suffering. Amidst fears
that he would die in
prison, Albizu was pardoned on September
30, 1953. Five months
later, on March 1,
1954, a group of four
nationalists attacked

Above: One of the most

famous photographs of
Albizu Campos.

Left: Photo of affects of
radiation experiments.
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the U.S. Congress and Albizu Campos
made comments to the press justifying their actions. On March 6, Munoz
Marin revoked his pardon and ordered
his return to prison .
The imprisonment and the fresh- physical tortures brought to bear on Albizu
caused a stroke which paralyzed the
left side of his body and left him mute.
He was twice moved to the Presbyterian Hospital, until, on November 15,
1964, in gravely ill health, Albizu was
pardoned again, only to die on April
21 , 1965.

This article was is taken from the June 2000
issue of the New York Daily News. a bilingual
lifestyles magazine. This issue focused on the
New York Puerto Rican Day Parade. which
was dedicated to Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos and
Vieques .

1 pollo de 2 t/2 libras partido en presas
2 dientes de ajo machacados

t/2 cucharadita de pimienta
1/2 cucharadita de oregano en polvo
1 cucharada de sal
1/4 libra de jam6n partido
2 onzas de tocino
2 tomates partidos
1 pimiento partido

1 cebolla partida
1/2 taza de manteca con achote
1 cucharada de alcaparras
1/2 taza de aceitunas
1 1/2 libras de arroz

tazas de agua
4 pimientos morrones
1 taza de guisantes
3

Adobe el pollo con el ajo, la pimienta, el oregano y la sal. Haga un sofrito con el jam6n, el tocino y
las hortalizas y sofrfa el polio por 30 minutes. Agregue el arroz, las aceitunas y las alcaparras y revuelva.
Afiada el agua, y sazone a gusto. Deje hervir grano este blando. Revuelva dos o tres veces. Sirva adornado
con piminetos morrones y guisantes.
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No interview section this month! Denied Appeal!
Last month, we announced that in the September issue of Que Ondee Sola we
would include an interview with former Puerto Rican political prisoner, Alejandrina Torres.
Unfortunately, because of situations out of our control we were unable to interview Alejandrina Torres.
We would like to thank Alejandrina Torres for her willingness to be interviewed. In the near future, we will hopefully be able to interview this remarkable woman of struggle.

launch date 9/11/00
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Jose SolfsJordan has been in prison for
over a year and half on charges surrounding a December l 0, 1992 bombing of a military recruitment center in
Chicago. Using the testimony of paid
FBI informant Rafael Angel Marrero
(who admitted to carrying out the
bombing), Jose Solfs Jordan was convicted to four years in prison . We
believe that his trial was a farce
and, part of a long campaign to discredit members of Chicago's Puerto
Rican Independence movement. He
has always maintained his innocence
and is, without a doubt, a political
prisoner.
During his trial, Jose visited Northeastern twice and spoke to students
and faculty about his case in the context of the government criminalizing
even the thought of Puerto Rican independence.
Recently, QOS received a letter from
Jose Solfs, and we were glad to read
that he was doing well considering
the condition he finds himself in. We
thank him so much having written to
us. It was truly an inspirational letter.

qot
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The Court of Appeals of the Northern District of Illinois turned down
the appeal presented on behalf of Jose
Solfs Jordan by his lawyers, Jed Stone
and Linda Backiel on August 17, 2000.
The case has the possibility of going
to the U.S . Supreme Court.

-041
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It is a shame that the Court of Appeals
did not see (or chose not to see) that
his trial was a sham, a travesty of justice. Our hearts and prayers are with
Jose Solfs Jordan and his beautiful
family during their time of separation.
Que Ondee Sola will continue to update you on
any changes in the Jose Sol(s Jordan case.

Que Ondee Sola

16

The Future of the

Mexican/ Caribbean Studies Minor
by Michael Rodrfguez-Muiiiz
For over 15 years the Mexican/
Caribbean Studies Minor has been in
limbo. Recently in attempts to revitalize this minor, members of the
Union for Puerto Rican Students, Chimexla, and Oue Ondee Sola (together the
minor's stude nt steering committee)
met with the Provost Estela Lopez, the
Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, Hoda Mahmoudi and the Assistant to the Dean, Shelly Bannister.
The meeting commenced talks over
the future of the minor.
The Mexican/Caribbean Studies Minor
is an interdisciplinary minor that was
created after a long student struggle for
a minor that dealt with the reality of
Northeastern's Latino students. Even
though Administration support for the
minor has traditionally been non-existent, this meeting displayed much possibility and promise.
The meeting began with the student
steering committee listing several of
the needs of the minor.
• an update of the existing curriculum
• visibility in the campus
• an office on the main campus
• a fall and spring semester symposium, student centered with opportunity for college credits.
The steering committee belives these
needs must be met if the minor is ever
to become much more viable and truly
reach its potential. The members of
the administration who were present
supported most of these requests.

During the meeting, a disagreement
arose regarding where the minor
should be housed. Since its inception,
the minor has been housed under the
Center for Inter City Studies (CICS) .
The Provost expressed her belief that it
would benefit the minor to be housed
under the College of Arts and Science instead of the CICS, given the
changes occurring there.
The student steering committee is very
concerned with moving the Mexican
Caribbean Studies Minor. CICS was
the only department willing to house
the minor and has since strongly
supported it. Also, there exists a
commonality of vision between the
Mexican/Caribbean Studies Minor and
CICS. The fact is no relationship exists
with the College of Arts and Sciences
to secure the life and integrity of the
minor. Still though, it is premature to
determine if the minor will continue
being housed in CISC or if it will be
housed elsewhere.
The steering committee was also concerned with the level of student
involvement. This minor was been
sustained by these Latino student
organizations for decades and their
involvement is crucial. The Provost
and Dean reassured the student steering committee that they want students
to be involved and to make the administration accountable. The steering
committee understood that no process
of change regarding the Mexican/
Caribbean Studies minor would begin
without the students.
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There was also much debate over the
very name of the Mexican/Caribbean
Studies Minor. While the student steering committee believes the name accurately describes both the vision and
purpose of the minor, the Provost and
Dean argued for a name change to
Latin American instead of Mexican/
Caribbean. A name change that will
reflect a minor that is "... broader,
rather than narrower" according to the
Provost. The students responded by
stating that the integrity of the minor
cannot be compromised. A final decision was not reached on the possibility of a name change for the minor.
The name of the Mexican/Caribbean
Studies Minor will certainly be a topic
in the future meetings.
This meeting was productive in that
talks were initiated on the future of
the minor. While the Mexican Caribbean Studies minor in many ways is a
work in progress, it is without a doubt,
a unique and valuable minor for NEIU
students. The student steering committee understanding the importance
and potential of this minor will continue to be active in its promotion
and development. The administration
seems eager take the minor to the
next step. This initial meeting is just
the beginning of many discussions
between the students and the administration over the future of this minor
seeking to free itself from limbo .
Que Ondee Sola will continue to keep you
updated on the Mexican /Caribbean Studies
Minor.
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By Angel Fuentes
For the last twenty-plus years there
has been an artform that has captured
the hearts of many youth . You hear it
on the radio , you might eve n see it
o n your garage door, it comes from
that record your uncontrollable teenager just scratched , and lately it has
become the biggest dollar sign for
Corporate Ame ri ca - Hip-Hop. HipH o p has become a means of communicati o n for almost everyone. If you
want to sell shoes, clothes or any other
product, Hip-Hop is being used. Who
would o f ever thought churches would
start using it as a means of recruitment
or in other words enlightenment. HipH o p, the universal language!
Hip -Hop began in the late ?O's, though
I've heard some sources say that they
saw signs of it in the early ?O's. It
started in New York City and later
spread throughtout other cities in the
US and is now found worldwide . It
is sa id to contain 4 elements, Mcing,
the element that has bee n exploited

the most (Rap). It consists of busting
rhymes over beats. Graffiti , the way
the Hip-Hop heads communicate, the
elem ent that is o n the verge of extinction at least in the Chicago Hip-Hop
scene. Djing, Kool Herc is credited for
the invention of the break beat, which
was that he would play the break of
the song over and over again. This
leads us to the last element which is
b-boying (the dance) better known by
the media as breakdancing. There is
many forms of Hip-Hop dance but
this is the most popular.
This summer I was fortunate enough
to go to Philly, to the Illadelph Legends, Philly's first Hip -Hop dance
festival presented by Rennie Harris.
Rennie Harris is the Artistic Director
of Rennie Harris' Puremovement, a
Hip-Hop dance ensemble based in
Philadelphia. Rennie has been dancing
since the early age of eight and
has dedicated his life to the preservation of the Hip-Hop culture. The
festival was a week
of masterclasses in
b-boying, popping,
locking and other
styles of Hip-Hop
dance . Some of the
biggest names in
Hip-Hop
dance
were there , people
like Don Campbell
Lock, the creator of
locking. Remember
Rerun from the TV
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show "What's H ap pen ing" , well , that
crazy looking dance h e use to do was
popping. Crazy Legs from the Rocksteady crew, Mr. Wi ggles and Popping
Pete from the Electric Boogaloos and
others were there as well to share
the history and their knowledge on
Hip-Hop. One of the better moments
for me was to see that some of
the pioneers in H ip- Hop were Puertorriquefios . This affirms that Puerto
Ricans/Latinos have been in Hip-Hop
since its birth.
Many people outside of the Hip-Hop
culture think that it's solely a black
thing. The truth is that Latinos have
contributed to the creation and innovation of the Hip-H op culture, specifically in the formation of its dances
and graffiti art. In the classic hip-hop
movi e "Beat Street", most of the b-boys
were Latinos as well as some of the
rappers . Why have n't Puerto Ricans /
Latinos gotten their due? Why haven't
we stepped up and sa id this is ours
too? Maybe Hip-Hop is no longer a
means of expression or struggle anymore. Too many people see it now as
an opportunity to fatten their wallets ,
instead of as a way of life. Latinos have
been in the Hip-Hop game since the
jump. Hip-H op head that knows thei r
hi story knows the deal. Now the rest
of the world needs to know too.

Recently, former editor of Que Ondee Sola, Edurado Arocho, gave QOS the fc.Jllowing poem that he fc.Jt111d in
his archives. It was written by a high school student in '94. We would like to take chis opportunity to invite
NEIU's poets to submit their poetry. We will publish at our discretion and as space permits. Thanks!

A. Day in the Park
by Qisha Weston

Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos
I am a Black girl
sitting in Humboldt Park
looking at the statue of you
holding your hands together
I wonder if you are praying
praying with your eyes closed
but your mind open
for your people
and for me
I am not Puerto Rican
but I am
I do not speak Spanish
But I understand
Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos
I am afraid
not of Humboldt Park
But that everything you wanted
will never be
I am afraid
Because los helicopteros hover
above me
I am afraid
Because I am Black
And sometimes get lost in the
darkness
that they have created
They say they want to lift us
out of it
But I am too oppressed
to be lifted

But I will move you.
pick you up
with my
big
brown
Black girl arms
take you out to the park
across the street
treat you to alcapurrias
We will sit as a festival rolls by
You can teach me Spanish and
we will just be
And los helicopteros will
explode
Light our sky
Metal will fall
Form a fence to protect us
No government to rape us
No gringos to try to bank on us
Only joy
A brown and black kind of joy
Golden flecks of yellow
happiness
And liberty will drip
from our lips
So what do you say
Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos
Will you come out to the park
with me?

-8/17/94
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