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Asian invasion h

The impact of ethnic mass media

by Maya Bell
Staff Writer

The Fifth Annual Asian American Heritage
Program began on Monday, April 10 through
Thursday April 13. One of the many diverse
topics discussed was The Impact of Ethnic
Mass Media, featuring speakers from different
areas of mass media.

The panel was introduced by Rohit Joshi,
Coordinator for the Learning Center at NEIU.
The moderator, Katrina Bell-Jordan, assistant
professor of Speech and Communications here
at NEIU, began the discussion by saying that
media is all around us, and very highly
criticized. Professor Bell-Jordan went on to
say that the role that ethnic mass media plays
“...1s very interesting to explore.” She went
on to say, “The dynamics, the goals that our
mass media have, the various approaches that
our mass media takes, to collecting and
disseminating news... are especially important
to address.” Bell-Jordan also went on to ask
the following question of the panelists, “What

are the panelists initial thoughts about the roles

that they perceive ethnic mass media have
played in the presentation of news, and in the
dissemination of public affairs information?”

Dr. Kwang Dong Jo, chief editor of the Korea
Times, began by stating that ethnic mass media,
in particular his newspaper has five basic roles
to the Korean community. Jo stated that one
role of his paper is to provide information to
the community so that people who would

‘images  of

otherwise not know what was going on in U.S.
news would be educated about it.

The second role is to try and print Korean
news in the United States. Jo stated that this is
very important for Koreans who live here in
the U.S. and want to know what is
happening in Korea.

The third role of ethnic
mass media is to try and
harmonize between
two different
cultures. The
importance of
this, Jo stated, is
to reduce the
cultural shock
by both
Americans and
K0 b6 g n
Americans. The
fourth and fifth
roles of the paper is
to enhance and
cultivate positive Korean
] ‘Korean
Americans, and to contribute to
U.S. news.

Rajinder Bedi, chief editor of /ndian
Reporter, stated that, “It is important to
understand ethnic media; why do we need it?”
Bedi stated that mainstream media (the news
we watch everyday) is “...driven by political
spin.” That mainstream media will not portray

see Media, page 5
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China enters World Trade Organization

by Zeenat Desai
Staff Writer

The impact of China entering the World Trade
Organization (WTO) on the economic
development of the United States was
discussed in a panel of the Asian-
American Heritage Program.
The panel was moderated
by Andrew Eisenberg,
Professor of History at
NEIU, and included
Shu-Shin Wang,
Professor of
Political Science
at NEIU, as the
panelist.
Wang
started the
discussion = by
giving a quick
overview of the
WTO and its roots,
stating, “Political
. developmentis influential to
economic development, and
economic development is influential to
political development. They are inter-related. In
order to understand economy, it is crucial to
understand politics.” Wang informed that the
WTO originated in 1995 and is one of the
youngest of the international organizations. The
WTO is the successor of the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). Joining the WTO

is crucial in China’s plans to reform its economy.

China’s entry into the WTO will not only be
important for China and the United States, but
throughout the entire world as well. China is
transcendingly significant as a trading partner, for
the world economy, with exports two-thirds the
size of the UK’s and half as big as Japan’s.

Wang conveyed that the trade deal means that
Western consumers will have guaranteed access
to cheaper Chinese goods, especially in areas
where the country has comparative advantage,
like textiles, clothing, consumer electronics, and
toys.

The U.S. would also reap tremendous benefits
from China’s entry into the WTO in terms of future
economic growth and job creation. China is one
of the world’s leading exporters, and is the biggest
destination for foreign investment of any
developing country. China’s entry into the WTO
can open vast new markets for U.S. goods and
services. The U.S. workforce can gain substantial
new business in those markets.

Wang informed that under WTO rules, China
would be guaranteed non-discriminatory access
to all major industrial markets of countries who
are members of the WTO. In return, companies
from foreign countries would be given the right
to trade and invest in China. For example, U.S.
car companies such as Chrysler, Ford, and General
Motors can establish car companies in China. Any
recreation facility, such as movies or music, can
be imported to China. “There are no limitations
orrestrictions,” Wang added. Westermn businesses

see China, page 5

Athletics still a part of Northeastern

students feel about the lack of

Prospective students get their
questions answered

Students and administration answer questions presented by

Tim Hill
Associate Editor

Northeastern has not had
NCAA sports since 1998. In the
absence of these competitive
sports, the NEIU Athletic
Department has had to fill in the
blanks for students still interested
in athletics, fitness, and health.
Phere s sarer i durrently 222
opportunities per week to attend
athletic/fitness classes, all of
which are free and open to
Northeastern students.

“What I’'m trying to do is put
some programs in place that
appeal to your average student,”
reported Chad Good, Director of
Campus Recreation for NEIU.
Good further expressed the intent
of Campus Rec. to make classes
available when students can most
easily partake in them. “During
Activity Hour (Tuesdays and
Thursdays at 1:40 p.m.), we
know we can plan things and we
know people can do them.”

There are many group exercise
classes currently in practice,
including three in martial arts
(Aikido, Jujitsu, and Tae Kwon
Do), yoga, an introduction to step
dancing, power boxing, cardio
kick boxing (comparable to the
popular Tae Bo), aqua aerobics,
and a training in weights, muscle

tone, and fitness called “body

sculpting.” Campus Recreation
post events and classes on its
bulletin board located on the
south side of the D Building.

In the near future, Campus
Recreation will have even more
to offer, starting with massage
therapy in September. There are
intentions of getting personal
trainers, plus remodeling and
expanding the Fitness Center.
Good is also interested in what
he dubbed “outdoor recreational
adventure programming”
wherein students can sign up to
take trips for skiing, rock
climbing, and other outdoor
athletic activities.

Chad Good attended the
University of Illinois in
Champagne-Urbana and taught at
Wichita State and two colleges in
Indiana before coming to
Northeastern. Good understands
the scheduling difficulties
encountered by attendants of
community colleges and wants to
help students find time to get fit.
“[Northeastern Students] need
more self-directed recreational
pursuits.” While it is a shame
that no “officially organized”
competitive sports teams exist at
NEIU, Good added that the focus
of Campus Recreation in this
case is “promoting healthier
lifestyles” for students.

With the problem many

unity at Northeastern, sports
teams are often suggested as a
would be rallying point. The
decision to cancel NCAA
Division [ Intercollegiate
athletics was made by the NEIU
Board of Trustees in September,
1997. The vote was 4-3 in favor
of the discontinuance.

Bonnie Eshaya, a sophomore
Accounting major at Depaul
University commented on what
it’s like to be a student at a
college with a successful athletic
program; “It’s something to be
proud of your school for. We had
a Spirit Day when they
announced that the Blue Demons
made it in the NCAA
championship.” Eshaya also said
that although she does not live on
campus at Depaul, she Blue
Demon basketball players in
some of her classes and likes to
congratulate them and “tell them
they’re doing a good job.”

With so much to offer from
Campus Recreation, so many
opportunities for students to
bond athletically, one wonders
why lack of student unity at
Northeastern is still such a
common complaint. “If I knew
an answer to that, I’d sell it,”
Good exclaimed. “That’s the
uphill wheelbarrow we all have
to push.”
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-~ Listen - if you don’t

tell us about it before
the issue comes out,
there’s no way that you
can see it in the paper.
issue dates and
deadline dates are here.
hey’ve been here all

semester. So, use us.

ol

The Editor in Chief reserves the right to alter all content for
space, style and editorial considerations. Submissions are not
guaranteed to be printed.

If space needs to be reserved please call (773) 794-2812 for
information about advertising rates.

Issue Date Deadline Date
March 30 March 16
April 4 March 28
April 18 April 11

May 30 May 23

June 13 June 6

June 27 June 20

July 11 July 5

July 25 July 18

Do you know something
we don’t? Tip us off about
news affecting the NEIU
community by calling (773)
794-2812 or e-mail us at T-
Independent@neiu.edu.

You don’t need to leave
us your name but please be
as specific about the
situation as possible. We

will follow up as soon as 1@,
possible. —
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Stress Relief

Health Service is pleased to announce the coming of the Student Stress-
Free Zone from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. May 1-3 in Student Union (SU)
214. Come relieve the stress of end-of-semester papers and tests in our
zone where you will find soothing lights, silly games, mass quantities of
food, mood videos...and a chair massage-ALL FREE. This is a place where
students who have worked hard for many weeks can, for a time, forget
their struggles and relax with friends or in peaceful solitude. All you have
to do is bring your student I.D. for checking in at the door, then eat, drink,
play and be STRESS FREE!

Clubs

SGA

The Student Government Association of NEIU has a few meetings planned
for the upcoming week, including various committee meetings. Don’t forget,
all of the serious work in government is done in committee, so come on out
and check out your elected officials in action.

The Finance Committee is meeting on Tuesday, April 18, at 1:40 p.m., in
CLS-3005. All money spent is approved by this committee.

The Charter Committee is meeting on Wednesday, April 19, at 2:30 p.m., in
the Student Government Resource Room, E-047A. This committee is
responsible for reviewing organization’s charters and examining rules.
There is a general meeting of the Student Senate on Thursday, April 20, at
1:40 p.m., in the Cafeteria Meeting Room (SU-003). All are invited to attend.
The Beautification Committee is meeting on Monday, April 24, at 1 p.m,, in
SU-218. This committee looks at the campus as a whole, and tries to find

The Black Caucus Club meets every Tuesday at 1:40 p.m., in CLS-3106. Check ways to make it nicer, cleaner and friendlier.

Performances

them out.

CHIMEXLA, a pan-Hispanic student organization, meets every Tuesday at
1:40 p.m., in CLS-2105. Don’t miss it.

The Cuban Club meets every Thursday at 1:40 p.m., in CLS-2005. Drop on
by.

The Feminist Majority Leadership Alliance meets the second Tuesday and the
fourth Thursday of every month at 1:40 p.m. Call ext. 3308 for more information
about where they meet.

The Gay, Lesbian, and Bi-Sexual Alliance meets every Thursday at 1:40 p.m.,
in FA-216. See you there. :

The Korean American Students Association meets every Tuesday at 1;40 p.m.,
in CLS-3044. Stop by and visit.

The Independent meets every Tuesday at 1:40 p.m., in E-049. I happen to
know that they will be looking for someone to write this column, since this is my
last. I hope you’ve enjoyed reading it half as much as I’ve enjoyed writing it. I
bid you all a fond farewell. In the immortal words of Barry White, the prophet of
love, “My ever-lasting love to you all.”

Special Events

The Black Heritage Club is hosting its annual Talent Fashion Show on
Tuesday, April 18, from 8 until 12 p.m., in Alumni Hall. Witness some of
the hottest fashions and experience some of the hottest underground
entertainment.

Tuesday Talks presents After the Wall: The New Germany on Tuesday,
April 18, at 1:40 p.m., in SU-215. The talk will feature Dr. Edward Stuart
(Economics and International/Intercultural Studies), Ricky Shine (Honors
Program Coordinator), and students Margarita Mora, Gabrielle Naue, and
Nathan Rubow taking an economic look at Germany.

The Distinguished Curator Series presents a Slide Lecture on Tuesday,
April 18, at 1:45 p.m., in SU-214. Mary Jane Jacob, former curator of the
Museum of Contemporary Art in Chicago and Los Angeles, will give a
presentation entitled, Buddhism and Contemporary Art.

NEIU proudly presents Islam and Islamic Purism in Central Asia Past
and Present, on Thursday, April 20, at 7 p.m., in SU-216. Speaking will be
Dr. Alisher Ilkhamov, a sociologist from Tashkent, Uzbekistan’s expert
Social Science Center, and the focus will be on social issues of poverty
alleviation and popular religious movements in Central Asia. Refreshments
will be served.

The Board of Trustees Committee on Student and Academic Affairs will
meet on Thursday, May 11 at 3 p.m. The place is yet to be announced.

Don’t miss the Children’s Theatre
performance of The Golden Goose, from
now until April 28, Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays at 10:30 a.m.
in the Stage Center Theatre. Call 773-
794-ARTS for more information.

The NEIU String Orchestra is
performing on Tuesday, April 18, at 1:40
p.m. in the Fine Arts Recital Hall. Call
773-794-ARTS for more information.

There will be a Senior Recital on
Wednesday, April 19 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Fine Arts Recital Hall. Call 773-794-
ARTS for more information.

The Stage Center Theatre presents the
final weekend of the smash hit, Moon
Over Buffalo, directed by the illustrious
Michael Buino. The show will run
Thursday through Saturday, April 20
through 22, at 7:30 p.m. in the Stage
Center Theatre. Don’t miss it! Call 773-
794-ARTS for more information.

The Studio Series presentation, Voices
of America, will run Tuesday and
Thursday, April 25 and 27, at 1:40 and
7:30 p.m. in the Stage Center Theatre.

Call 773-794-ARTS for more
information.
Apocalypse, NEIU’s literary

magazine, presents David Koenig, author
of The Spiral Staircase and The Ladder
of Memory. He will appear on Tuesday,
April 25, at 7 p.m. in the Cafeteria
Meeting Room (SU-003).

NEIU’s Steven Zivin will perform on
Tuesday, April 25, at 7:30 p.m. in the Fine
Arts Recital Hall. Call 773-794-ARTS for
more information.

There will be a Voice Recital in the

Fine Arts Recital Hall on Wednesday,
April 26 at 7:30 p.m. Performing will be
the students of Ronald Combs. Call 773-
794-ARTS for more information.

The Year of the Piano Series presents
guest artist Adam Chlastawa, first prize
winner of the 1999 Chopin Piano
Competition, in the Fine Arts Recital Hall
on Thursday, April 27, at 1:40 p.m. Call
773-794-ARTS for more information.

The NEIU Guitar Showcase presents
a guitar ensemble, directed by NEIU’s
Brian Torosian on Thursday, April 27, at
7:30 p.m. in the Fine Arts Recital Hall.
Call 773-794-ARTS for more
information.

The NEIU Concert Series presents
Julia Bentley with members of CUBE.
They will be presenting work from
Amold Schonberg’s Book of the Hanging
Gardens and works by Lukas Foss,
George Crumb, Arvo Part and Patricia
Morehead on Friday, April 28, at 8 p.m.
in the Fine Arts Recital Hall. This event
is co-sponsored by Mostly Music, Inc.
Admission is $10, $8 for students and
seniors. Call 773-794-ARTS for more
information.

The Discover Northeastern:
Celebration of the Arts continues with its
Inaugural Concert Series by presenting
a Faculty Concert on Friday, May 19, at
8 p.m. in the Fine Arts Recital Hall. The
assembled faculty will be performing
trios by Mozart, Shostakovich, and
Schubert. Admission is $20, $10 for
NEIU students. The concert will also be
simulcast on 98.7 FM (WFMT). Call
773-794-ARTS for more information.

Around Campus

Tuesday. April 18, 2000
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SGA meeting explodes
with accusations

by Jessica Bezold
Staff Photographer

Heated debate flew around slices of
pepperoni pizza as the Student
Government Association’s (SGA)
Student Senate approved a large
expenditure of money designed to ease
the pressure of finals week for NEIU’s
student body.

The expenditures were proposed by
outgoing SGA President Maria A.
Gandara, and totalled approximately
$3600. Two-thousand dollars will be
spent to give away refreshments and
stress-relieving diversions to students
during finals week. Eight-hundred
dollars will be spent to purchase 1000
sport bottles to give to the students, while
another $800 will go to purchase new
mouse pads for all of the open labs at all
of NEIU’s campuses.

The debate centered around some
remarks made by the Illinois Board of
Higher Education-Student Advisory
Committee’s (IBHE-SAC)
representative to the Illinois Board of
Higher Education (IBHE) at the last
IBHE general meeting. According to
NEIU President Salme H. Steinberg at
the April 6 Board of Trustees meeting,
the IBHE-SAC representative to the
IBHE read a letter that painted a grim
picture of student life at NEIU.

According to Student Trustee Tom
Foley, Senator William Steele expressly
invited Steinberg to the IBHE meeting
at a previous luncheon, and that this, to
Foley, looked like an ambush. Steele,
SGA Alternate member to the position
of IBHE-SAC Representative, claimed
no knowledge of this report, and
extended apologies to all offended.
Gandara said that to offer an apology
when the damage has already been done.

_Foley noted that much of the information

given at the IBHE meeting was
erroneous and possibly damaging to
NEIU. The IBHE is a body of state
legislators responsible for approving, or
disapproving, all state university
budgets.

Another bone of contention at the
Senate meeting was a resolution
authored and motioned for approval by
Foley, who is also SGA President-elect.
The resolution called for a clarification
of the power of the SGA President, as
granted by Article V, Section 2.3 of the
SGA Constitution. The resolution
interprets the power of the President to
act as chief spokesperson for the SGA
as the ability to set a legislative agenda
for the SGA. In other words, the
President would have to power to say

which items before the Illinois General
Assembly that pertain to NEIU the
Student Government Association will
support or oppose. The resolution also
says that members of SGA who lobby
in opposition to this agenda and who are
acting as members of SGA would be
committing a violation of the duty of
their office, an impeachable offense.
“I’m just trying to stop a repeat of last
year when some members of SGA were
lobbying against the efforts of other
members of SGA,” said Foley. “We
must work together to accomplish our
goals. Abraham Lincoln said it best; ‘a
house divided must surely fall.””
Objections to this resolution were
voiced by Steele (who as IBHE-SAC
Alternate Representative moved up to

primary when the current IBHE-SAC .

Rep., Yahale Yadede, moved into his
legislative position as a senator when the
election results were ratified earlier in
the meeting) and Yadede. Steele said that
the resolution barred him from
exercising his constitutional right to
petition government, while Yadede said
it was a bad piece of legislation.
IBHE-SAC Representative-elect
Gary Gaspard seemed supportive of the
legislation, as did Gandara. Vice-
President of SGA Ali Askar referred the
resolution to the SGA Charter
Committee for a ruling on it, citing the
limited time left in the current meeting.
After the meeting, Foley said that
Yadede may very well be opposed to this
legislation due to his obvious
unwillingness to work together with
Foley on legislation as it affects NEIU’s
Student Trustee. Currently, graduate
students are not allowed to serve in this
capacity. Yadede, a graduate student and
former trustee, is reportedly in favor of

. getting, this restriction removed by any

means, as soon as possible. Foley insists
that if the restriction is to be removed, it
should be at the behest of the student
body and with the sanction of the Board
of Trustees.

The Senate also ratified the recent
SGA election results (see page 8) and
appointed a new senator. ‘In the
President’s report, Gandara also reported
that only two students have contacted her
regarding the UPASS, a discounted CTA
fare card currently not in use by NEIU.
One was for it and one was against it,
Gandara reported. Foley reported some
support for it in his many talks with
students during the recent campaign.
SGA invites your comments regarding
that or any other issue. Call 773-794-
3063, the SGA Hotlme

Board discusses parking and
new College of Ed building

by Zeena Desai
Staff Writer

The NEIU Board of Trustees held a
meeting on April 6, but not before the
newly formed Board Committees on
Buildings and Grounds, Student and
Academic Affairs, and Finance held their
first meetings earlier in the day. At the
Board’s general meeting, some grand
plans were initially discussed, such as the
possibility of expanded parking and a
whole new building for the College of
Education. The University budget for
Fiscal Year 2002 was also discussed, and
four NEIU professors were granted tenure

President Salme H. Steinberg spoke of
NEIU’s origins as a teacher’s college
going back to the nineteenth century. “The
College of Education at NEIU has been
recognized not only statewide but
nationwide.” She also spoke of the
convergence of two important happenings
at the University- the remarkable,
successful number of Hispanic and Asian

degrees granted by NEIU, the most in
Illinois. Northeastern Illinois University
ranked thirteenth in the nation for
undergraduate degrees to Hispanics, and
twenty-eighth for Asians. The University
also maintains the largest Masters
Program in education inIlfinois. President
Steinberg described the University as
having “a very talented faculty and student
body.” These new renovations to the
campus are designed to enhance the
University’s mission of excellence and
access.

Steinberg also announced that, thanks
in part to Student Trustee Tom Foley
constant attention to the parking situation
at NEIU, a committee would soon be
formed to study the possibilities of
expanding parking at NEIU, with the
focus on building additional spaces. Foley
commented, “It has been an issue I have
worked incessantly on. If parking was
more readily available, I'm sure students
would not mind paying a little bit more

than what they pay now. The primary
complaint has been the lack of parking,
not the amount of the fee.” Foley also
spoke of the UPASS as an option for
students who take the CTA. Board Chair
Daniel L. Goodwin commended Foley for
his commitment to the parking issue,
noting, “Tom is the first Student Trustee
to bring up the parking issue that will now
be thoroughly addressed.”

Goodwin also discussed the three
standing committees of the Board of
Trustees: Academic and Student Affairs,
Finance, and Building and Grounds. The
Academic and Student Affairs
Committee, consisting of Foley, Lorraine
Murray, and Juan Mendez, serves to
review and analyze long-range planning
goals that impact directly on students and
the academic mission of the University.
Right now, they are discussing ways of
polling the student body regarding the
Student Trustee position and the current

see Trustees, page 8

NEIU opportunities
displayed to fresh minds

by Zeenat Desai
Staff Writer

The Admissions and Records
Open House was held March 30th
in the Student Union Building.
Among the decorative display of
eye-catching balloons, succulent
refreshment tables, ushers, booths,
helpful faculty members, and
classy jazz music roamed
approximately two to three
hundred curious individuals
ranging not only in ethnic
diversity, but also in age.

The event began with a
welcome addressed by Joy
Trocola-Koules, Administrative
Assistant for Admissions and
Records. “We have
representatives from the different
academic departments, as well as
service departments on campus.
This gives perspective students
the opportunity to walk around
and get the information they
need.” Trocola-Koules also
announced two special events that
evening: the Student Panel and the
Financial Aid Workshop. “In the
Student Panel, students attending
NEIU will talk about what it is like
to be a student here, along with a
question and answer session.”
The Student Panel was moderated

by Miriam Rivera, Director of
Admissions and Records, and
included Thuy Nguyen, Renata
Szal, David Negron, and Karen
Tallz as the panelists. The
Financial Aid Workshop was
conducted by Marshall Jennings,
Director of Financial Aid.

Tours of the NEIU campus were
assembled throughout the course
of the evening. “Tours were filled
with questions regarding class
size, parking, population, and
majors offered,” conveyed Jaime
Mendoza, Program Associate for
Academic Advising, one of the
tour guides for the Open House.

Informative booths pertaining
to different majors and programs
were set up inside Alumni Hall.
Representatives from every
department and college
throughout NEIU were present at
these booths to answer questions
and provide informative

_ pamphlets and flyers.

Elaine Koffman from the
Education Department and Paula
del Campo, Coordinator for
Student Services, told perspective
students about the benefits the
Department of Educational
Leadership and Development has
to offer. “Itis a program that

consists of multiple programs
divided amongst it... The
department offers programs to
undergraduates and graduates, and
also offers inner city studies at
different campuses, among other
benefits.”

Rosemary Bradley from the
Office of International Programs
spoke to perspective students
about opportunities studying
abroad. “...[W]e have a wide
listing of programs offered in
other countries.”

The faculty not only informed
perspective students of NEIU’s
curriculum, but also succeeded in
enriching perspective students’
minds in subjects they were
ambiguous about. Esther Santana
and Jeanette Hernandez from the
Foreign Language and Literature
Department described learning a
foreign language as, “...living
language as a sense while you’re
learning it.” Santana also spoke
of the importance of learning a
foreign language, particularly
Spanish, for fields such as law and
medicine.

Various clubs and organizations
at NEIU also had booths set up.
These organizations included the

see Open House, page 8
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Admission is free for NEIU students
and alumni. There will be a $5.00

fee for non-NEIU students.

For further information call (773) 794-6502 after April 1st

Northeastern Illinois University * Placement Office * Office of Student Affairs
Placement Office web site address: www.neiu.edu/CarServ.htm
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Receive Up to $ 10 OOO
in College Education

Assistance for Northbrook
Sunrise Shift.
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*Program guidelines apply. The UPS Earn & Learn Program
is available at HODGKINS, ADDISON, PALATINE and
CHICAGO (Jefferson St.) facilities.

PACKAGE HANDLERS

Steady, Part-Time Jobs
$8.50 - $9.50/Hour
Weekends & Holidays Off
Awesome Benefits
3-1/2 to 5 Hour Shifts
Must be at least 17 years old
Able to lift up to 70 Ibs.
PACE Bus Service Available
Bonus at select facilities

HODGKINS*

(79th & Willow Springs Rds.)

Ph: 1-888-4UPS-JOB
Access Code: 4412

ADDISON

(Army Trail & Lombard Rds.)
Ph: 630-628-3737

PALATINE
(Hicks & Rand Rds.)

Ph: 847-705-6025

NORTHBROOK*
(Shermer & Willow Rds.)

Ph: 847-480-6788
Or call our 24 hour jobline at:

1-888-4UPS-JOB
Access Code: 4412

]
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How to get the most
out of a job fair

by George Bagel
Special Contributor

NEIU’s annual Business and
Liberal Arts Job Fair will take
place Thursday, April 20 in
Alumni Hall from 2:00 p.m. until
6:00 p.m. In order to maximize
your potential and impress
employers, here are some tips:

1. Dress professionally. The
more professional you look, the
more interested they will be in
you. Remember, each time you
talk with a recruiter from an
organization or company, this is
an interview. It will be short (3-5
minutes as a rule), but it is a
screening interview to see if you
are really interested in them and
they in you.

2. ldentify the companies you
most desire to talk with before the
event. Proceed to those on your
“top ‘ten’™ list first. Some
professionals suggest that you
begin with the organization last
on your list first. Especially if
you have any doubts about your
interviewing skills, so you can
gain experience before talking
with your number one choice.

3. Display a positive attitude.
A good attitude may be your best
tool. Employers are looking for
people who are positive,
motivated, and interested in what
they do. When meeting
employers, shake their hand
firmly and maintain eye contact.
Listen carefully and ask
questions. Tell them how your
background would benefit their
organization.

4. Bring plenty of copies of
your “quality” resume. Be sure
your resume is the best it can be.
It should contain no typos or
grammatical errors and be concise
in content. Have it proofread. If
you have any doubts, make an

appointment with a staff member
in the Placement Office.

5. Be patient and personable. If
there are long lines of people in
front of a table, ask the recruiter
if they would prefer that you just
drop off your resume and follow
up with a telephone call. This will
allow others to drop off their
resume. If they wish for you to
follow up with a phone call, be
sure to get their business card(s).

6. Follow up. If you talk with
an organization that interests you,
get their business card and send
them a follow-up (thank'you)
letter. Most students don’t do
this, and it is appreciated by
employers. It shows your level
of professionalism as well as your
interest.

For further information on
NEIU’s job fair, visit the
Placement Office web site at:
www.neiu.edu/CarServ.htm.

There are additional job fairs in
the area for graduating students.
On Thursday, April 27, DePaul

‘will sponsor their annual Spring

Illinois Collegiate Job Fair at
Navy Pier from 1:00 p.m. until
6:00 p.m. Over 120 employers
will be present. There is a
registration fee of $10.00 at the
door. For further information,
Visit  ‘their - weéb “site ~at:
www.depaul.edu/~cdc/
jobfair.htm.

Northeastern Illinois University
will sponsor their annual Teacher
Job Fair on Tuesday, May 9 from
2:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m.
Admission is free for NEIU
students and alumni. There will
be a $5.00 fee for non-NEIU
students. For further information,
iSit i the 1 webitiisite acat:
www.neiu.edu/CarServ.htm and
click on Student Services. Then
click on the job fair choices that
are of interest to you.

French Club at NEIU

inducts new members
into Pi Delta Phi, Iota
Epsilon Chapter

The Department of Foreign
Languages and Literatures and
the NEIU French Club held
their fifth induction ceremony
of the Pi Delta Phi National
French Honor Society, lota
Epsilon Chapter. April 13,
students of advanced level
French were inducted as new
members. Dorette Klein,
French professor and Faculty
Advisor for the club, and
Sharon Jackson, Chapter
President, opened the
festivities. '

The program featured
performances of French poetry
and dramatic recitations. A
scene of Serge Prokofiev’s
Peter and the Wolf was
presented by the students. A
monologue of Moliere’s classic
comedy L’Avare (the Miser)
was presented by Thomas
Griffin, a longtime Pi Delta Phi
member and current director of
the Foreign Language Lab.

Pi Delta Phi was first
founded as a departmental
honor society at the University
of California, at Berkeley, in

1900. Twenty years later, Pi
Delta Phi declared itself that
National French Honors
Society and chartered the Beta
Chapter at the University of
Southern California in 1925.

Since the Second World War,
Pi Delta Phi has enjoyed
phenomenal growth. There are
now 271 chapters established
nationwide, and chapters at
French universities in Paris and
Aix-en-Provence.

The lota Epsilon chapter was
founded at NEIU November 1,
1979 with it’s first induction
ceremony. Sharon Jackson
became its first and current
Chapter President, with
Professor Klein serving as
Faculty Advisor. Since then,
inductions were held in 182,
1987 and 1998.

Pi Delta Phi recognizes
students who have
distinguished themselves in the
study of French and the
cultures of the French-speaking
world. It is an integral part of
the activities of the NEIU
French club.
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Role of Asian
women explored

by Zeena Desai
Staff Writer

The role of women in society is
changing not only in the United States,
but also globally.

In the United States, women not
only co-exist with men in the
workplace and universities, but also in
military forces, political offices, and
scientific ventures. This is not the case
in most other countries. Although
women in foreign countries are slowly
appearing at the work place and
universities, many are still subjected
to the cultural norms their lives are
enclosed in. Slowly but surely, these
women are bending and even breaking
away these regulations. One of the
panels in the Asian American Heritage
Program sought to pursue this topic.
Joyce Hieshima, Associate Provost,
moderated the event.

The panel, entitled Changing Role
of Asian Women, was formulated to
discuss the metamorphosis of women
in Japan, India, and Korea. The panel
compared those who succeeded in
flourishing with those who are still
ambushed in the cumbersome, yet
often shielded cocoon.

Ann Harrington, Professor of
History at Loyola University, spoke of
the changing role of women in Japan.
She informed that Japanese women’s
roles began shifting after World War
II. Throughout this post-war period,
women moved into political roles. By
1950, Japan’s cabinet included a
female member; by 1990, Japan’s
congress was 5.9% female. During
this time, the United States upheld 8%
of Congress as female, a figure quite
close to that of Japan’s. Harrington
remarked, “...[N]ot all Japanese

women want the same rights that U.S.
women lobby for...They (Japanese
women) seek equality in the long term,
whereas in the U.S. we want it now.”
In conveying that women in Japan may
not necessarily want the same kind of
equality women in the U.S. aspire for,
Harrington added that men in Japan do
a great deal of hard labor work. Equal
rights would mean that women would
have to do the same extensive labor.
“We need to be careful not to judge
another society with what our society
sees as ideal.” Harrington stated that
although change is occurring slowly,
women in Japan are definitely “on the
move.”

Dean of College of Arts and
Sciences Hoda Mahmoudi shared her
own insights in the panel. Although
her background originated in Western
India, Mahmoudi spent only ten years
of her life residing there. She described
the situation there as “a human rights
violation on women in Asia.” Dean
Mahmoudi’s discussion focused on a
book by Amartya Sen called Missing
Women. In this book, Sen reported that
ten million women were missing from
the global record. Furthermore, most
of these “missing women” were from
areas in South and East Asia.
Mahmoudi shared that she felt this had
to do with “...psychology; the way we
view the value and worth of women in
society.”

Mahmoudi informed that the
world’s ratio of human beings is 105
females to 100 males. In the world’s
poorest areas, the figures surprisingly
switch to 95 females for every 100
males. Dean Mahmoudi attributes this
to “a mix of economic/traditional

see Women, page 9

China

continued from page 1

will benefit particularly in the areas
of financial services,
telecommunications and agriculture.

Another part of the pact is China’s
consent to lower agricultural import
tariffs. The huge Chinese market
holds great promise for American
farmers, which is one of the few parts
of the U.S. economy that has
struggled. With over a billion
consumers in China, the U.S. will
benefit massively. However, there is
adownside to this; numerous workers

from China’s rural areas will be left
jobless.

Wang also commented on another
benefit that comes from the
agreement. “‘China will totally open
up its society. The U.S. has always
complained about China’s
dictatorship. Now is the best time to
push them towards democracy.”
Wang described this as the “most
important gain.”

Professor Wang ended the panel by
stating, “Ifthe U.S. loses this chance,
the Congress did not do a good job
for the people or the country.”

Media

continued from page 1

the news the way a person from that
area might portray the news. Bedi
also repeated the question, “What is
the role of ethnic media?” His answer
was that ethnic mass media is “...for
the community it represents,” and
that ethnic mass media plays a vital
role in involving a particular group
into the political realm.

Monroe Anderson, Director of
Station and Community Services at
WBBM-TYV, said that, “Ethnic mass
media brings news that mainstream
media does not bring to the public.”
Anderson said that the news we see
is a “eurocentric” perspective that
interprets the news. He stated that
mainstream media will not give the
same perspective as ethnic media
because they do not really know that
perspective.

Lakshmana Rao, Managing Editor
of the India Tribune-Chicago said
that ethnic media has a very different
role than mainstream media. The
two roles he stated are similar to that
of Jo. The roles are “to provide
correct, accurate information that
comes from India, and to let other

Indian people know what is
happening in the U. S.”

For Nancy Tom, Director and
Founder of the Center for Asian Arts
and Media at Columbia College, the
most important role of ethnic media
is to bridge the gap between

‘generations. Tom stated that she was

interested in where the younger
generation was going to take ethnic
mass media. Stating that she herself
was of the third generation, she said
that she “...did not want people to
simply rely on the past... [I]t is
important to move forward.”

Mrs. Son from the Korean —
American Broadcasting Company
(KABC-TV), also reiterated what it
seemed that everyone agreed upon,
“Ethnic mass media had to play the
role of different cultures in order to
understand each other.”

The purpose of the panel was to
bring light to the purpose of ethnic
mass media, and how professionals
who work in the field are adjusting
to the gap between the U.S. and their
perspective communities. This panel
brought a lot to the table to think
about, and in the future will give
mainstream media a run for its
money.

Greetings from Germany. Wish you were here!

Students, faculy and alumni spent their Spring Break in Europe studying The Devine
and the Demonic of Eastern European culture. Part of the course for this term, the
trip took 34 people across Chiemsee Lake to the island where Ludwig II of Bavaria
built Herrenchiemsce, a building inspired by the Palace of Versailles in France. The
stop at the island was part of the crossing from Germany to Austria.

Foreign Language
Additions to the Limited
List of General
Education Courses

The Department of Foreign Languages and
Literatures is pleased to announce that effective
Fall 2000, the following foreign language
courses fulfill General Education requirements
in the Humanities Distribution area:

Chinese 101 -102-103-104
French 101 -102-103
German 101 -102 -103

Greek 101 -102-103
Italian 101 -102-103
Japanese 101 -102-103-104
Korean 101 -102-103
Polish 101 -102-103
Portuguese 101 -102-103
Russian 101 -102-103
Spanish 101 -102-103
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Kiss my cumulative ass

Ah, final exam time. A day
when dreams come true and
summer plans are cancelled. A
day of triumph and of horrific
failure. Students sweat and
hyperventilate in preparation of
final exams. Studying and wild
fits of anger are rampant all
over campus. Final exams are
bad enough, but now, an evil
hybrid of the final exam has
reared it’s ugly head: the
cumulative exam.

An  entire = semesters 0%
information, homework, and
useless facts all piled into one
exam. It’s sink or swim time.
Can you remember everything
the teacher said from day one to
final exam day? Let’s hope so,
or you’re screwed. If you don’t
remember every tidbit of
information spewed forth from
the orifice of your teacher, then
cancel that trip to Florida.
You’ll have a round trip booked
on Summer School Air.

Why do exams have to be
cumulative? It’s obvious that
you must know all the
informatian, as most classes
build on early information to
teach later information. But
must we really take tests on
knowledge we’ve already
successfully learned? It’s
overkill, and it’s torture for the
student with- short-term
memory.

Teachers have to realize that
we have lives outside of school.
We have jobs, relationships,
lucrative narcotics dealerships.
We can’t be expected to save
every single handout, every
single test, every single piece of
garbage thrown at us. We come
to school to learn, not to learn,
then learn again, then learn
some more, and re-

enough to keep their jobs.
Computer technicians don’t
need to take HTML Basics
classes. Toddlers don’t have to
be potty-trained repeatedly,
unless T they ™ are =7 rrom
Mississippi. And why do they
not have to learn these things
again? Why are they not
subjected to the hell that is
accumulation?

learn the same facts
over and over until our
heads explode, leaving
a mess all over the
student lounge.

Teachers aren’t
expected to dwell on
past accomplishments.
They don’t have to
retake the certification exam.
They don’t have to get their
masters again and again.
Where’s the logic in that? Why
are students force-fed the same
crap over and over by teachers
who learned something once?
It’s true, teachers already went
through all this crap, but then
they should realize the trouble
cumulative exams cause and
vow to never do this to their
students. Why put your
students through the same hell
you were agonizing over years
before?

Politicians don’t have to be
reelected every month just to
make sure they are still popular

BRrIAN BLASZKOWSKI

Because they
remember. They
take responsibility.
They learned it once,
and everything they
learn subsequently
must reflect on this
original knowledge.
I have that much
faith in college students, why
don’t the teachers?

Students must learn. That is
why we came here: to learn the
skills necessary to function in
everyday life. We didn’t come
here to take classes that make
us learn everything multiple
times. We learn something, we
take a test on it, then we move
on. If we fail the test, we
should be smart enough to
realize that we better learn it,
ontelge ~we’ll fail every
subsequent test. If people
aren’t smart enough to do that,
then:- maybe- they  need
cumulative medication, not
cumulative tests.

The Independent is
here all summer!

We are always looking for new
desk editors, writers,

photographers, and cartoonists.
Call Laura or Tim at 773.794.2812

BY SCOTT PLENCNER, STAFF WRITER
The Death of Childhood

Childhood is dying, especially in suburbia. The evidence is overwhelming.
Younger and younger children are finding themselves tried as adults in the American
courts. Children are provided with schedules that would stress out any adult. Little
league, camp, clubs, and they are expected to balance all of this with B grade point
averages in school, with hour upon hour of homework. Their play is organized and
treated like work, they miss more and more hours of sleep, and they are expected to
conform and stay in line. Kids do not have time to be creative, inquistive, or loud.
They don’t have time to roll down a hill or to smell flowers or to invent games and
laugh and cry.

Kids are not allowed to be kids. And those that defy, that are loud and excited
about life, and that ask lots of questions and have ideas, are drugged into zombie-
like obliviousness. Perhaps drugs such as Ritalin exist to tum children into the
mindless robots that their burmed out, suburban parents have become.

I.work for a pediatric neurologist and see all too often a frazzled mother walk in
requesting a diagnosis of Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) so that she may
anesthetize her child with Ritalin and make life easier for herself. Afier all, she has
enough to worry about at work. Coming home to an “obnoxious” child is just too
much for her to bear. Is the child’s incessant questioning and excitement a sign of
mental illness, or is the child just being a kid? Is wanting attention from your
mother a valid medical reason to become addicted to downers like Ritalin? Is being
inquisitive and full of energy a place for psychiatrists and neurologists or is it an
opportunity to teach and play and learn? Has ADD really spread and enveloped the
suburbs in epidemic fashion, or are parents just losing touch with the sleflessness
needed to raise a child?

The doctor oftentimes has to talk with the mother frankly and refuse her the
diagnosis and the prescription. It has gotten so bad that he has hired a counseler to
talk with worn-down and hypochondriac parents about good parenting and about
patience. The doctor often has to tell parents that their children are not the ones with
a problem. It is the parents with a problem.

While some cases do require Ritalin, the way neurologists hand them out to any
kid who displays childlike qualities is atrocious and dangerous to society at large. A
generation of kids are being raised as addicts, simply because many adults have
forgotten what it means to be a child. Parents are so wrapped up in themselves and
their problems that they forget to give their child the greatest gift: a childhood.

Things that make us go Ahhhh...

Overall, a very fine faculty, dedicated and concerned about their
students. Diverse in background, opinion, and teaching style.

A plethora of opportunities for students with many interests: study
abroad, leadership, neighborhood volunteering, and so many others.

The ENLACE Grant.

Niranjan Shah, Board of Trustees member who gave a large monetary
gift to the university, just because.

Student groups and organizations that allow the diversity of our campus
to be recognized and celebrated.

Students, faculty, and organizations on campus who are recognized
off campus through the receipt of awards and special mention. Through
them, we all benefit from the good work.

Talented musicians and artists.

The Fine Arts Building.

The fossil fragments and geological samples to be found outside the
southwest corner of the Science Building.

The new and easy to understand signage on all of the university
buildings.

A University President who takes pride in her school and students even
when the chips are down.

Things that make us go Hmmm...

Being told, through the SGA Beautification Committee, that Facilities
Management has said the double doors leading into the cafeteria will be available
for use “soon” because plans are already being completed to fix the tiles.
Meanwhile, those in wheelchairs are forced to wait while everyone who walks
beats them to the ramp.

Faculty and stafftaking advantage of programs set up for students with student
money. Example: Stress free zones set up for students by Health Services.

Student representatives who represent themselves without taking any time to
look into what the students who elected them are interested in having presented
at the state level.

Promises made but not kept.

Electrical outlets in the Fine Arts Building at the ceiling level.

What happened to the mural that was going in the Student Union stairwell?
Or at least a coat of paint?

Breakfast.

The dust bunnies on the floor of the library computer lab. If they were any
bigger, they’d be delivering Easter Eggs.

A call placed to Extention 200 that isn’t picked up. Meanwhile, we’re hopeful
that there isn’t a fire elsewhere on the campus or anyone hoping to keep from
being assaulted.

An agreement made by the Board of Trustees to distribute a questionaire
about the Graduate Student restriction. A document that has yet to be brought to
fruition despite our April 1999 discussion.

The lack of attention paid to our CICS and El Centro campuses. Shouldn’t
they be given the same resources we are given?

. Opinions

Tuesday, April 18, 2000



G

Plug-in and pull-out the /Independent Guide to Entertainment

Hired Gun

by Lior Alon
REV Editor

With the recent hoopla over violence in
movies, music videos and computer games,
Activision’s latest release will surely face
serious opposition due to its gruesome
visuals.

Developed by action-game veterans Raven
Software, Soldier of Fortune (SoF) prides
itself on being among the first first-person
shooting games to feature area-specific
damage. This essentially means your in-game
persona can aim at enemies’ various
anatomical regions and witness the
consequences: guys shot in the crotch will
grab their —you-know-whats, kneecap injuries
will collapse even the mightiest foe and so
on.

Also, SoF contains a respectable amount
of bloodshed- shotgun blasts to the head will
literally vaporize an enemy from the
shoulders up.

But amid this carnage the player can still
express a sense of humane kindness-some bad
‘guys will surrender or simply fall by the
wayside wounded, and it then becomes your
choice to either finish them off or let them be
(the developers could have added a lot of
depth by allowing the player to provide
medical attention).

Although the game’s main selling point has
to be the novel approach to depicting close-
quarters combat it doesn’t live up to its
promise of authenticity. Produced with the
know-how of one John Mullins, a veteran
Special Forces operative and ex-mercenary,
SoF was supposed to be a watershed action
title. Even being endorsed by NRA-faves
Soldier of Fortune Magazine couldn’t really

The Soldier of Fortune game cover
(above) and a still from the game. In
this still John Mullins takes care of
business (below).

* as atrue patriot of epic proportions rather than

prevent the game from being yet another PC
first- person blastfest (the action seen from
the protagonist’s angle), albeit a very
adrenaline-inducing one at that.

SoF follows the capers of Mullins around
the world as he fights criminals, terrorists and
rogue armies wherever duty calls. In stark
contrast with the title, Mullins comes across

an opportunist who’ll fight and bleed for the
highest bidder. Well, OK that may be
plausible- he only takes money from the good
guys. Some mercenary, eh?

Plenty of diverse missions see our machete-
toting hero going to town on NYC
gangbangers, ex-Soviets in Siberia and other
unfortunate cronies who happen to stand in
his way. Enemies put up quite the fight despite
the program’s lackluster artificial intelligence.
What tips the scale in Mullins’ clear favor
must surely be the numerous weapons at his
disposal. These easily out perform most other
games’ arsenal and help carry SoF along for
all its shortcomings. Whether taking out
guards with his jungle knife or tearing off
limbs with 12 gauge pump-action shotguns,
cyber-Mullins benefits all the way from
superior firepower. Together with countless
minions of evil these tools of destruction
concoct some of the most intensely
impressive, and seriously movie-like,
expositions of computerized gunplay. SoF
does not lack suspenseful action, and rewards
gamers for hanging in there.

Basically, however, it doesn’t have amazing
graphics or sound effects, nor ingenious level
designs. Anyone who’s ever played a shooter
on the PC will know exactly what to look for
as well as when and where. Instead, the game
furnishes heaps of hard-core action,
impressive attention to small real-world
details, interesting characters (such as
Mullins’ colleague Hawk) and a deliciously
ambient atmosphere.

Fans of shooting games will relish SoF’s
main attractions, yet need to avoid mistaking
it for a true-to-life simulation of covert
operations. For that several other games might
be in order, namely Delta Force 2 and
Rainbow Six: Rogue Spear.

Soldier of Fortune didn’t materialize into
the genre-busting landmark I hoped it would
be, nor did it disappoint in any meaningful
way. But then again you wouldn’t hear it from
me even if the game did suck- wouldn’t want
Mr. Mullins showing at my doorstep some
rainy night now would I? (NOTE: that was a
joke).

Soldier of Fortune

Raven Software/Activision

PC Win 95/98/NT

AUDIO: B Screams, explosions and weapon effects
come together to celebrate the chaos of combat,
aided by some character speech and good music.
VIDEO: B+ Above average but not as beautiful or
innovative as competitor Half-Life. Without being
technologically inspiring, manages to remain
attractive. Very gory.

PLAY: A Superlative action and violence lift SoF
closer to excellence. Not very realistic but highly
satisfying.

OVERALL: B+ A good, well rounded action title
that hasn’t completely lived up to its promises,
falling slightly short in some minor areas.

April 8, 2000
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New Rant. The bi-weekly musings of Lior Alon

Scratch One M

When first it appeared on the
scene, - MTVE s gr S Musié
TeleVision, was nothing short of
a miracle. Coinciding with
video’s final triumph over radio
as the main medium for
conveying music (and especially
new releases), the cable-bound
network was a bonafide miracle.
It allowed music lovers an
avenue to stay updated, it opened
up countless channels for
creativity, and totally shattered
the snobbish musical elite’s
stranglehold on music know-
how. Much like the internet,
MTV was designed to be
popular, accessible yet all the
same intelligently produced and
above all, informative.

And lo and behold, for many
years it actually worked, making
it one of my favorite viewing
selections. Since its debut in
1981, MTV spread to other
continents (such as Europe in
1987) and spawned several top-
notch shows as well as high
caliber presenters (affably
known as VIJ’s).

Up until, oh, I would say 1995,
MTV remained faithful to its

Emblem of a sold-out empire.

original mission, more or less.
Although not all of its
programming was exceedingly
impressive, it nonetheless
featured plenty of quality and
was the number one source for
music news and upcoming
developments. Naturally, the
network’s captains, by then
mastered by corporate giant
Viacom, decided to
complement with
compatible fields of interest
such as movies and video
games. Not a bad idea at all. In
fact, MTV’s attempts to
diversify and incorporate stuff
beyond simply music was a
blessed one. Sure, in its early
days the channel couldn’t be
beat for spotting videos by
anyone from Eric Clapton and
Dire Straits to The Cure and
Ministry. But still, it did need
some more depth and so non-
musical shows began
appearing, some very good
(remember Beavis and

music

Butthead?) some not so.
However, the whole remained
primarily focused on bringing
us music.

And lots of it.
Twenty-four
hours a day! If
you told
someone living
in, say, 1977 that
one day you
could turn the
tube on ANY
TIME and catch
a ceaseless
parade of songs
they would have
probably just
laughed in your
face " and

MAKE

MY

BAND
FAMOUS SO

promptly called psychiatric
services.

Despite having all of this
going for it, the same network
that gave us Kurt Loder
(legendary VJ and MTV
visionary), made a conscious
decision to go down hill. The
past five years saw it reduce its
musical content to a minor role,
making whoever works there a
hypocrite. What’s the M for
exactly, pray tell? Mush?
Mishmash? Money?

From its hey day as the

exclusive choice for the
discerning music connoisseur
MTYV has now sunk to an abyss
of vile despair.
Innovative shows such as 720
Minutes, Headbanger s Ball and
Amp have been either cancelled
altogether or pushed aside by
inferior, mindless drivel
appealing to something so far
below the lowest common
denominator even a nuclear-
powered electronic microscope
would be hard pressed to
pinpoint its miniscule
intelligence quotient.

The first wave, Real World
(so real it could never happen
to anyone you actually know)
and Road Rules has been
supplemented by an
embarrassing array of debacles
such as Undressed, The Blame
Game, Celebrity Deathmatch
and countless others
shamelessly selling their insipid
wares under the MTV brand. All
these shows have mostly one
thing in common: they require
NO attention span whatsoever.
Also, they all center somehow
around sex, humiliating other

| CAN BE A
SELL OUT.”

souncbreakcom

the interactive online music experience

The new, smiling face of non-Musical Television.

people, and believing that
anyone not as attractive as Tyra
Banks should be either shot or
hanged. Or both.

Now, please don’t get me
wrong, I wholeheartedly
support a network dedicated to
showing us an entire day’s
worth of scantily clad
megababes. But we already
have Playboy TV and Spice.
Why would we want to trade a
cerebral feast of all things
musical for a programming
schedule that’ll live in infamy
as the grandest monument to
idiocy ever erected?

Case in point: my most
cherished show on MTV, 120
Minutes, which I’ve been
religiously following almost
since its inception in 1990, was
relegated from its traditional
and cozy Sunday night slot to a
Saturday night position. Trust
me, someone, somewhere in a
dark room did this in order to
kill the show off. Its viewers,
who sadly have enough

brainpower to count to ten,
usually go out Sat. night to
enjoy themselves after a long
week of school and work. Thus,

they will not be around to watch
the show, leading to poor ratings,
which’ll in turn provide for an
excuse to hack away at this
classic program, which recently
lost long-time host Matt Pinfield
who apparently couldn’t take it
anymore.

Instead, we get a heaping dose
of yet more programs apparently
produced by Britney and
Christina during those magical
days of the month.

I don’t have any stake in MTV.
[’m not a shareholder. I can’t tell
them what to do. However, nor
do I have to watch their crap. But
one can’t avoid missing the good
old days when the spirit of hope
reigned supreme. When those
wacky animated sequences ran
before and after commercial
strips during MTV shows. When
it was OK to be full of creativity
and a Husker Du fan.

Alas, all that has gone away
and will most likely never
return.

What did the teary-eyed girl
say in The Blair Witch Project
for her terror-stricken close-up?

Ahityes:sSPLEASE HELP
ys!”
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CD Review

Let’s co dutch

by Lior Alon
REV Editor

One of those CD’s that
ghould:- ‘be  ~sold . with
mandatory ear protection,
Alice Deejay’s new release,
Who Needs Guitars Anyway?
will compel even the mildest
listeners to crank the volume
knob up as far as it will go,
risking permanent damage
(Just ask yours truly! What
was that?).

A rarity in the music scene,’

Alice Deejay combines the
talents of three young ladies
hailing from Amsterdam.
Judy, lead singer and main
creative force, had met
bandmates Gaby and Jane
while DJ’ing at that city’s
legendary Roxy club. The
three hit it off from the get go
and joined forces to create
Alice Deejay, an ensemble
producing dance music laced
with hearty portions of trance
and techno. Even though
electronica generally accepts
females more readily than
most other musical genres,
they still fill traditional spots
such as the perennial DJ and/
or vocalist. To witness a band
made up of an all-female cast
breathes a breath of fresh air
into a field largely dominated
by Casio-toting males.
Although the entire dance
scene can be characterized by
one hit wonders, it seems the

syndrome does not apply to
Alice Deejay. Judging by the
amount of genuine talent
displayed here, these guys
will stick around for a while.
With production and
recording assistance from
some of Europe’s leading DJ’s
and assorted techno
illuminati, AD has come up
with the goods. First single
and major hit Better Off Alone
has climbed up the dance
charts swiftly and for all the
good reasons. It demonstrates
their ability to use crisp,
powerful electronic beats,
textures and variations
superimposed with
effervescent vocals of a
somewhat distantly cold yet
touching disposition.

In fact, the first five tracks
encompass most of this
album’s substantial goodness.
Back In My Life could apply
to all passions reunited,
Celebrate Our Love has so
much optimism it should
automatically start playing in
your car at the beginning of
any summer roadtrip, and title
song Who Needs Guitars
Anyway? does a superb job as
the requisite, fast paced, all-
instrumental trance track. The
latter wins my vote for best
cut on the entire record, seeing
as it simply refuses to leave
either one’s CD player (or
head, for that matter). With
aggressively pulsing beats
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interlaced with a toned-down
piano sequence, this song taps
every classic trance standard
in the book with addictive
charm.

Other instrumental pieces
include the cleverly titled
Everything Starts With An E
which also succeeds in getting
the old club groove going.
However, the album does need
a couple more top quality,
high BPM (beats-per-minute)
instrumentals to add that extra
oomph and make it a cover-
to-cover club classic.

Between Alice Deejay and
winning such a coveted
accord stand a few minor
problems. Namely, in some
songs they come across as
merely a revamped Enigma
(not a good thing). Instead of
sounding electronically
sophisticated, several tracks
make Judy et al seem slightly
outdated. Especially
displeasing has to be number
8, Fairytales. Although
technically competent and
creatively accomplished,
these few glitches discord
with most of the other
material for leaning more
toward living-room dance
rather than shot swillin’, arms
flailin’, MJ consuming (hey,
it’s legal in Amsterdam!)
dance more commonly found
on club floors the world over.

To make up for slacking off
halfway through the album,
Alice D. give us number 10,
No More Lies. A terrifically
gorgeous dance song, it has
everything the (still)
functioning ear could want. A
hooking chorus, heartbreak
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and Dbeautiful textures
reminiscent of Opus 3’s
admirable work some six-
seven years ago. Wow.
Rounding off the fourteen
songs, the eponymous Alice
Deejay starts out as a self-
adoring anthem but evolves
into an additional, satisfying
instrumental piece of a less
memorable stock than some of
its peers.

Overall, AJ has performed a
bang up job of creating a
dance album that, while it
openly celebrates Europe’s
proud heritage of early 90’s
dance (scream if you can
remember 2 Unlimited) also
keeps its eyes firmly on a
more ornate future.

With plenty of substance to

keep dance fans occupied,

Alice Deejay truly stand for
musical enterprise. While not

Order online at www.ticketmaster.com
*Mention “University Discount K"
Civic Opera House : 20 N. Wacker Dr.

perfect, this album contain
mostly fun, positive energy
and skilled craftsmanship. “-

manship”? Well,
“craftspersonship”.

maybe

Alice Deejay

Who Needs Guitars Anyway?
Violent Records/Republic/
Universal Records

MUSIC: A High-grade dance
boasting trance/techno
influences at the core to great
effect. Very good vocal
performance.

LYRICS: B More than you’d
expect from a dance outfit.
Actually introspective and
moving.

PRODUCTION: A Euros at
what they do best.
OVERALL: A Classy album
in and out of the club scene.

Have
a very

DZ2=2=D>=AM<42m

summer!
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A truly well rounded student-dancer: Beverly Projansky |

“Life is a dance, and dance is
life,” according to senior Beverly
Projansky. Aside from being a
student, Beverly is also a full time
mother and wife which she
considers to be extremely
rewarding, yet very consuming.
The one activity that seems to help
Projansky balance her chaotic life
is dance.

This month, Projansky is one of
several choreographers who will be
presenting some of her work at this
month’s Student Dance Concert
that showcases April 28 and 29.

The day to day scheduling of
school runs, classes, rehearsals, and
family obligation keep each hours
of her day filled. More than a
hobby, this wonder woman believes
dance to be an outlet, which
continues to enhance her life in so
many ways. When her daily regime
becomes so hectic, there is a sense
of serenity knowing that rehearsal
awaits her the next day. Dance and
choreography enable her to release
and steer her energies creatively
into something that is tangible and
reflective of her life.

Projansky balances her life as a
student, by centering her studies on
her passion for dance. Involved in
dance since high school, she has
remained connected to it one form
or another ever since. She has
performed in talent shows, local
musicals, and numerous dance
competitions. In the past five years,
she has focused mainly on
choreography here at NEIU.

“In my choreography, life’s
experiences have inspired me to
create works that revolved around
memorable moments or events;
even the smallest incident can
trigger a wave of creative energy
that will evolve into a piece or art.”

Her goal is to choreograph on a
professional level as an independent
choreographer in Chicago, and work
with professional dancers on various
techniques in dance.

On April 28 and 29 at the Ruth
Page Theatre, Projansky will be
presenting two contrasting pieces.
Embodiment is a nine-minute piece
and is a spiritual tribute to her
brother, Donn, whom she lost one
year ago. The piece explores grief:

its shock, anger and acceptance. She
will also be presenting Shake It Till
It’s Done, a lively Latin Jazz dance
of celebration. The death of her
brother pushed her onto an
emotional roller coaster, affecting
her and those around. In contrast,
she has celebrated the new birth in
her family, experiencing joy,
renewed energy, and a “sense of
youth.”

Projansky’s motto is “Be true to
it, and tell it like it is, skillfully,
gracefully, and passionately. As a
student at Northeastern, she has had
the opportunity to create and present
some of her work at the Student
Dance Concerts. Her goal as a
choreographer is to present those
works with the perfection and
passion that drives her, and be able
to present it as the gift it is intended
to be — true and from the heart.

Projansky’s work will be
presented at the annual NEIU Dance
Ensemble, April 28 and 29 at the
Ruth Page Theatre,<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>