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Always think
before you act

The nation unites

Terrorist Attacks
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At NEIU, around the city and the nation the fallout continues after last week’s attack

On the morning of Tuesday,
September 11th, a plane crashed into
the north tower of the World Trade
Center in New York. Approximately
18 minutes later, a second plane flew
straight into the south tower. After
the first crash, several news and
amateur cameras had been turned
upon the towers and the crash of the
second airplane was captured on film.
Less than two hours later, both
buildings were gone forever, having
collapsed after the crashes. Both 110
story towers collapsed into rubble,
sending ash billowing across lower
Manhattan, choking nearby streets
with debris.

Professional and amateur footage
poured into news stations across the
country. The second crash and the
collapses were documented from
every angle. Throughout the week,
most TV networks suspended normal
programming and ran continual news
coverage.

While reports flowed fast and
furious, solid facts crept through the
chaos. The World Trade Center

“The Nation Unites” ::

typically is home to approximately
50,000 workers on a normal day.
While many people were able to
evacuate the towers before the
collapse, untold numbers were
trapped in the buildings as they
collapsed. It will most likely be days
before rescue workers can accurately
assess just how many people might
have been trapped. Much of the day
had gone by before rescue crews
could even get near the rubble due to
the fires that began burning with the
crashes.

Later, the planes involved in the
crashes were finally identified. One
was American flight 11 en route from
Boston to L.A., with over ninety
people onboard. The other was
United flight 175 also en route from
Boston to L.A. Both planes were
Boeing jets, one a 757 and the other
a 767. Both planes, as well as two
other flights which were in the air at
approximately the same time, were
hijacked by terrorists. People aboard
two of the planes were able to make
brief cell phone calls from the plane.

Students speak their minds
about parking at open forum

by Brian Blaszkowski
Associate Editor

This semester, several changes
were made to parking permits and
the parking lot itself at NEIU. The
Student Government Association
(SGA) recently hosted an open
forum, inviting Director of Public
Safety Steve Horton and Parking
Office Supervisor Ann Weaver.
Students were encouraged to attend
and to address any concerns to
Horton and Weaver personally.

The forum started with SGA
Vice-President Kendra Young
giving a factual update on the
parking situation. She stated that
there were 280 new parking spaces
nearest to the Foster Avenue
entrance to NEIU. She went on to
say that despite these desperately
needed parking spaces, SGA has
received about 20 weekly emails
and 7-10 phone calls per day, mainly
with questions and complaints about
the new parking regulations.

One of the new regulations made
parking permits directly charged to
a student’s tuition at the cost of
$5.75 per credit hour. The permit is
a Level 2 parking sticker, which is

to be affixed to the windshield, just
below the rear view mirror. This is
a change from the previous method
of affixing a sticker to a hang-tag,
which was then placed on the rear
view mirror.

Students who walk or take the bus
to school, or who do not require the
permit for other reasons, had the
opportunity to “opt-out” of the
automatic tuition charge. The
deadline for such an “opt-out” was
September 10.

When asked about students who
may not have known about the short
deadline, Vice President of Student
Affairs, Melvin Terrell answered the
question by stating that there were
letters sent to all students along with
their registration notices. In
addition, he said there was a notice
in the class schedule book, as well
as an additional notice. “The
students were notified,” Terrell said
with confidence. Horton added that
about 2,300 NEIU students had
already “opted-out,” a sign that the
students were aware of the deadline.

Steve Horton then spoke about
the parking situation itself, and

Parking Gripes
continued on page 7

y Eric Draper / White House

A child raises the flag
above a crowd of
people. The American
flag is being flown
throughout the nation
as a symbol of national
unity in the face of
tragedy.

Concerned NEIU
students, between
classes Tuesday
morning, gather
around one of the TV’s
set up in Village
Square.

More on the terrorist attacks inside....

Thoughts on patriotism in a new, frightening age editorial page 8
Jaws drop on campus: the student reaction responses page 5
A look back at exactly what happened story page 4

The sights on campus as the news broke photos page 6
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An important memo
from Pres. Stelnberg

Dear Members of the University Community,

In these days of profound tragedy and deep sadness, we recall the
fragility of life. We remember those who died. We remember those who
suffer not only now but in years to come in the aftermath.

It is difficult to resume our daily work. But we must make every effort
to do so. It is our responsibility to mourn for our nation’s losses. But we
must do more. A university community like ours is situated to be a beacon
of light. We must more keenly practice listening and understanding. There
is no enemy that can touch the goodness of our diverse peoples from
many nations, many faiths, and many ethnicities on our campus. We are
at Northeastern because we all want what is the promise of a university
education: to study, to learn, and to understand.

The Counseling Office of the Office of Student Affairs has organized a
“drop-in” center for all who desire to talk with counseling professionals.
A room is set aside in the Student Union where students and employees
can come together. The posted schedule at this time is Monday, Wednesday,
Friday from 11:00 a.m. to | p.m. and Tuesday and Thursday from 1:30 to
2:50 p.m. The Counseling Office will adjust times to suit campus needs.
You may call the Counseling Office at extension 4650 for more
information. Key Student Affairs staff from the Offices of the Dean of
Students, Health Service, and Women’s Services are joining this effort.

Sincerely,
Salme H. Steinberg
President

Workshops galore!

September Computer Literacy Workshops
All events will be held in CLS 4066. Space is limited. RSVP to
trainme@neiu.edu

MICROSOFT OUTLOOK
Tuesday, September 18, 1:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

INTRODUCTION TO MICROSOFT WORD e
Tuesday, September 25, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Thursday, September 27, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

NETSCAPE
Thursday, September 20, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

OPEN LAB SESSIONS
Friday, September 21, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Upcoming Returning Adult Program Study Skills workshops
The following workshops will be held in CLS 3044

TAKING OBJECTIVE TESTS -
Tuesday, September 18th, 1:40-2:50 p.m.

TAKING ESSAY EXAMS
Tuesday, September 25th, 1:40-2:50 p.m.

v & °
Upcoming Deadlines
September 24, 2001: Final date to file for May 2002 Undergraduate
graduation.

All departments and organizations are invited to use this space to make
students aware of important deadlines. E-mal your information to The
Independet at neiu_independent@yahoo.com.

How students can help New York

The Northeastern Illinois community can help with the events that have
happened in New York, . Here are some numbers you can call to either
give blood or donate money or goods. Blood Donations: 1-877-LIFE-
SOURCE; 1-800-GIVE-LIFE; 1-847-723-2210 (Lutheran General
Hospital) www.americanredcross.org

Another note from the editor...

I would like to thank all of our new staff members for their great
contributions, especially our new associate editor, Brian Blaszkowski and
Georgia Logothetis, our newest staff member.

Last Tuesday I saw the worst thing I have ever seen my entire life. It
left me very confused and without a quick opinion, something many can
attest to as a strange occurance.

I am sure of one thing, though. If the U.S., the nation that invented the
light bulb, defeated fascism and communism, and put men on the moon,
proceeds with the impossible goal of defeating terrorism; it will happen.
This is a nation of ingenuity and strength borne in freedom and progress.
Do not forget this as we progress into these unknown waters.

Scott Plencner, chief editor

Upcoming Events

Meeting from 1:40 to 2:50 p.m. in CLS 2044, co-sponsored by the Business and
Management Club and APICS.

September 20, 2001

Returning Adult Program Networking Group will begin regular meetings starting
September 20th and meeting each Thursday from 1:40 to 2:50 p.m. in C-505
(fifth floor of the Beehive).

September 21, 2001
Piano Recital
Nazzareno Carusi piano recital featuring works of Scarlatti and Liszt.

September 21,2001

WZRD Musikfest 2001

WZRD 88.3 FM is sponsoring a musikfest from 12-8 p.m. at the baseball field
(Foster & Central Park). Live performances from multiple bands as well as poetry,
guest speakers, art, merchandise and info tables, and more! Free admission. The
musikfest will also be broadcast live on WZRD.

September 24-27, 2001
Student Activities Fall Leadership- Conference. Contact the Student Activites
office in Student Union room 207 or call 773-442-4660 for more information.

September 25, 2001
SGA will, for the first time, sponsor a “Connecting Student Leaders Luncheon”
on Tuesday, September 25th, in the Golden Eagles Room.

September 25, 2001

Open House

Open house for the new Center for Teaching and Learning on the third floor of the
Ronald Williams Library.

October 1, 2001
Walt Disney World will be holding an on-campus presentation about their intemnship
program at 2 p.m. in Student Union room 003 (in the cafeteria).

October 2, 2001
Job Fair
Student job fair will be held in Village Square from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.

If your department or organization has an upcoming event, please notify us at the
Independent so we can inform the campus community.

Around Campus
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Ideas exchanged at Muslim
Students Association lunch

by Yusree Sami Abboud
Staff Writer

On Wednesday, Sept. 5 at 12 p.m.,
there was a luncheon at NEIU in
Alumni Hall, sponsored by the
Muslim Students Association
(MSA). Approximately 50 people
attended the “MSA 2™ Annual Back
to School Luncheon,” which was
entitled “The Role of Islam in the
West.” Samir Mohammad, MSA
President, and Robert Donald Hull
(A.K.A. Yusuf Amin), MSA Vice-
President, were responsible for the
luncheon.

The luncheon started off with
food and drinks for all attendees.
Abdullah Yusef Madyun, the
Daw’ah Coordinator for the Inner-
City Muslim Action Network
(IMAN), was the first speaker, and
spoke of bringing positive images
of Islam to the United States.

“We must try to remove
misconceptions and anti-Islamic
messages,” said Madyun. “We must
eradicate the negative images
portrayed about Islam. In Chicago,
there have been over 11,000
murders between 53" and State
[Street] and 22™ and State [Street]
within the past seven years. Nobody
ever questions what religion the
murderers are. But let somebody

bomb a building in Oklahoma City
and who do they blame first?
Muslim Extremists or Islamic Jihad.
As Muslims, we must work to stop
this stereotyping through a positive
message.”

Another role that Islam plays in
the West is to bring back a high level
of God-consciousness, according to
Madyun. “We, as a whole, have
removed God in this society. All the
things man manufactures he puts his
name on. Fila, Nike, Motorola...
all of these are man made. But let
man encounter something that he
cannot explain, such as his own
manufacturer, and he denies that it
is even there.”

Madyun concluded with stressing
the importance of belief in one God
and the importance of righteous
deeds. He said that because this
world is only a temporary one,
people should be more concerned
with doing the right thing, even if
the society says otherwise.

Abu Talha Jilani began his speech
reflecting on his college life and the
trials of being Muslim in a highly
“un-Islamic” society. Jilani
expressed sadness as he had tried
finding fellow Muslims around his
campus to help “keep him on the

MSA
continued on page 7

Patricia Walsh appointed
Acting Associate Dean

by Georgia Logothetis
Staff Writer

Dr. Patricia Walsh has been
appointed as Acting Associate Dean
of the College of Education. She
enters the position with an extensive
background, including teaching at
Northeastern (Special Education
Department), Indiana University,
Riley Children’s Hospital, and at
schools for children with special
needs. She also served as a
grievance counselor for the union at
Northeastern University. She has had
the position of Acting Associate
Dean for almost a month, and
welcomes the challenges and
opportunities that come with the job.

Dr. Walsh enters the College of
Education at a critical time for
teacher education. There is a radical
shortage of teachers throughout the
nation, and there has been increased
pressure and incentives for students
to pursue teaching. Today’s teachers
must meet higher standards, pass
extensive state and federal
competency exams, and take more
courses to obtain certification.
While other universities have
adopted an “alternative certification”
program (through which any
graduate can teach as long as they
pass a test), Dr. Walsh says that there
are no plans to implement such a
policy here at Northeastern. Instead,
there is an “intense focus on teacher
preparation programs” and a
“continued dedication to creating
great teachers.” E

Dr. Walsh is also serving as
college coordinator for the National
Council for Accreditation of Teacher
Education (NCATE). The College
of Education, which has been
accredited by the council, must
undergo an extensive review every
five years, and is currently under
review this year. Therefore, Dr.
Walsh will present information for
each program in the College, as well
as submitting other reports to the

review board. It is through this
review that the strengths and
weakness of the College are
addressed.

Dr. Walsh views the students as
the greatest strength of the College
of Education, believing that the
diverse mix of cultures and classes
results in “interesting and rich
courses” in which students benefit
from the exchange of perspectives
and experiences. The new Acting
Associate Dean also views the
Teacher Education faculty as “high-
caliber, with a true interest in' the
students.” She is excited about her
new position, because it gives her the
opportunity to make improvements
at Northeastern. Dr. Walsh hopes to
improve communication between
the students and the College of
Education, establish a comfortable
and open atmosphere, and address
student’s problems with increased
expediency and efficiency. As part
of this “student-friendly” initiative,
the College has organized an Open
House, during which students can
meet with faculty and others to
familiarize themselves with the
College of Education, its policies,
and its programs. The College will
also have a pre-major advisor to
assist students before they declare
themselves as education majors. Dr.
Walsh hopes that measures such as
these will be the first step in
increasing communication and
satisfaction within the College of
Education.

Northeastern has had a strong
tradition of teacher education,
having been a Teacher’s College in
the past and having trained
thousands of teachers. The College
of Education still has a continuous
influx of students who wish to
become teachers in elementary,
secondary, bilingual, and special
education. Dr. Walsh is dedicated
to these students, as well as to
improving student relations.

Co-ed dorms used
to be prohibited.

This fall,
find out why...

It started as a joke.
Now the joke is on them.

www.joyridemovie.

pass your
fIfst tesk:

The UPS
EARN

&
LEARN
Program

Get as much as 323,000

in College Education Assistance

NORTHBROOK
(Shermer & Willow Rds.)
Ph: 847-480-6788

To Northbrook take pace bus #212

%
ups

PACKAGE HANDLERS
Steady, Part-Time Jobs * $8.50-$9.50/hour
Weekends & Holidays Off AND Great Benefits!

Please call our facility direct
or call our 24 hour job line at:

1-888-4UPS-JOB
Access Code: 4412

WWw.upsjobs.comlchicago

Equal Opportunity Employer

@

Tuesday, September 18, 2001

News 3




The nation unites

The terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center in New York and the Pentagon find

190 people have perished in the G
attack there, mcludmg the

o by Zeb Eckert

: U-WIRE Washington Bureau

: A sweeping percentage of
: Americans would support military
e action against terrorist groups
' suspected in Tuesday’s deadly attacks,
. a Washington Post-ABC News Poll
e reported Wednesday. Close to 95
: percent of adults interviewed in a
e random telephone survey were
® adamant that the United States should
o swiftly retaliate. Whether the numbers
' represented the heightened emotions
& S of the day or the solid beliefs of
e Americans, the government said it
< wouldnotdelay in finding the suspects.
e  “The United States of America will
® use all our resources to conquer this
e cnemy,” President Bush said
: Wednesday moming, “We will rally the

Most Americélns favor retaliation

world.” The President called the attacks
“acts of war.” It is still unclear how the
government plans to respond, but the
heightened U.S. military presence here
and around the world may be an
indication, experts said.

“There would be something to be said
for Congress declaring war or by statute
offering war,” said Peter Raven-Hansen
of GWU. He said if Congress would
authorize war against a particular nation,
it might compel them to yield to U.S.
demands. “It would clearly be sending
the message that from now on supporting
terrorists passively or even giving them
sanctuary in their country would be the
same as if you committed a terrorist act.”
Working on intelligence reports, the U.S.
government is looking to the possibility
that Saudi fugitive Osama bin Laden is
connected to the attacks. He was

implicated previously in the 1993
bombing of the World Trade Center.

Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-Utah) said on
television Tuesday that he received word
of U.S. electronically intercepted reports
from bin Laden representatives who said
they had hit two targets. The Associated
Press reported Wednesday that a
Palestinian journalist close to bin Laden
said the fugitive “thanked Almighty Allah
and bowed before him when he heard
the news.” An aide to bin Laden
reportedly said he considers the terror in
the United States “punishment from
Allah”

The Pentagon and World Trade Center
attacks could only have come from an
international group, Raven-Hansen
added. The government is looking at
other groups including Hezbollah, a
Lebanese guerrilla force.

the attacks...

“T was at work in the local mall
Tuesay morning when we started
getting phone calls from people
saying that a plane crashed into the
Trade Center. Our emotions ranged
from scared to angry to shocked... we
turned on the radio and stared at it
blankly for an hour and we all cried
as we listened to the reports...at 11,
the mall was evacuated and we went
home. I proceeded to sit in front of
the T.V. and stare at the images and
weep because there were so many
people injured or dead and there was
i nothing I could do.”

‘ JoAnn DeSalvatore
Staten Is., NYC to the Independent

photo by Robin Weiner/ Wirepix

photo by Rob

A) The first tower hit was the second to fall. B) Smoke from the
Pentagon disaster site fills the air over Alexandria, VA. C) A
panaromic view of the destruction after both towers collapsed.
D) The first tower to fall was the one hit live on T.V.

the next day...

1 “Work resumed Wednesday morning, with two of
us running the store and hundreds of customers
shopping and telling stories about thier friends and
{1 family. Most of the major shopping areas were
4 evacuated by 9a.m., including the mall, people
were held hostage at the Home Depot, and a bus
was hijacked (the last two statements are rumored
to have occured, but I’'m not sure.) I thank God
{ thatI'm safe and my family is safe. I've been going
{ tochurchand praying with my friends, hoping that
' maybe one more person will be found and saved.”

JoAnn DeSalvatore
Staten Is., NYC to the Independent

photo by Robin Weiner/ Wirepix

2.3 E) Firefighters and rescue
volunteers found a mess of
steel and ash. Limbs were
reportedly found strewn
about the debris. F)
Firefighters in New York
B take a rest Wednesday

| from the rescue effort. By
i the end of the week,

1| chances of someone being
{ found alive were slim.

the response...

“As of right now, all I can
say is I am also ready to fight for the §
country if need be, but I don't believe
that other innocent people should die.” |

JoAnn DeSalvatore
Staten Is., NYC to the Independent [

A makeshift shrine in the streets
of New York.

photo by Robin

by Robin Weiner/ Wirepix
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the people of the United States ready to stand up aga

gainst terrorism

inst an unseen enemy within

The president reacts at Nat’l
Cathedral prayer service

This is a series of excerpts from President Bush’s speech on Friday,
September 14,2001, at National Cathedral following an inter-faith
prayer service.

“We are here in the middle hour of our grief. So many have suffered
so great a loss, and today we express our nation’s sorrow. We come
before God to pray for the missing and the dead, and for those who
love them... :

“Now come the names, the list of casualties we are only beginning
to read. They are the names of men and women who began their day
at a desk or in an airport, busy with life. They are the names of people
who faced death, and in their last moments called home to say, be
brave, and I love you...

“We will read all these names. We will linger over them, and learn
their stories, and many Americans will weep...

“Just three days removed from these events, Americans do not yet
have the distance of history. But our responsibility to history is already
clear: to answer these attacks and rid the world of evil. War has been
waged against us by stealth and deceit and murder. This nation is
peaceful, but fierce when stirred to anger. This conflict was begun on
the timing and terms of others. It will end in a way, and at an hour, of
our choosing...

“There are prayers that help us last through the day, or endure the
night. There are prayers of friends and strangers, that give us strength
for the journey. And there are prayers that yield our will
to a will greater than our own...

“It is said that adversity introduces us to
ourselves. This is true of a nation as well. In this trial,
we have been reminded, and the world has seen, that our
fellow Americans are generous and kind, resourceful and
brave...

“And we have seen our national character in eloquent
acts of sacrifice. Inside the World Trade Center, one man
who could have saved himself stayed until the end at the
side of his quadriplegic friend. A beloved priest died
giving the last rites to a firefighter. Two office workers,
finding a disabled stranger, carried her down sixty-eight
floors to safety. A group of men drove through the night
from Dallas to Washington to bring skin grafts for burn
victims...

“Our unity is a kinship of grief, and a steadfast resolve
to prevail against our enemies. And this unity against
terror is now extending across the world...

On this national day of prayer and remembrance, we
ask almighty God to watch over our nation, and grant us
patience and resolve in all that is to come. We pray that
He will comfort and console those who now walk in
SOTTOW.

“We thank Him for each life we now must mourn, and
the promise of a life to come... May He bless the souls
of the departed. May He comfort our own. And may He

always guide our country. God bless America.” Pentagon

photso by Eric Draper /| WH

Reactions range

We might disagree politically with our
country’s decision-making; but now we
must band together as a nation! We
cannot let extremists come into our
country and kill innocent people. We
have to retaliate — soon!

Linda Wall, sophomore

Our country should re-evaluate what we
doinrelation to all of the world’s people
and consider change. If not, terrorist
attacks will continue.

Daryl Stewart, senior

People will get crazy stupid with
us. Thousands died for a political
cause. When will it end? Not any
time soon...because it is our time

A flag is raised by rescue workers at the

to get crazy stupid!
Javier Diaz, sophomore

Why are they willing to give their lives
for something we won’t stop doing?
Nolan Fletcher, freshman

Two days before this tragedy, I spent the
day with my 18-month old niece. It was
a great day watching her amazement as
she discovered the world around her.
After hearing of the attacks, my thoughts
moved to this new, beautiful, American
citizen. How do I explain this to her
when she asks? By then it will be history,
but inevitably she will ask. What words
do I find to describe such inhumanity?
How do I comfort the sting of hatred
and deception? Who do I tum to in
search of a way to give her peace?
Maybe by the time she comes to me with
that tearful question in her soul, I will be
able to give her some answer. But I
know I will be able to tell her at least
one thing: even with this evil lurking in
the shadows,  am still an American, and
proud of it.

Carl W. Mackey, senior

Throughout the years history tends to
repeat itself. Let us reflect back to
WWIL The initial attack on Pearl Harbor
by the country of Japan evoked immense
racial backlash and hatred towards U.S.
Japanese citizens, most of whom had
nothing to do with the attacks. It looks
as though we are repeating ourselves
once again with the recent attacks on
individuals with “Middle Eastern
descent.” Why would we lower
ourselves to the level of the terrorists and
attack our own?

Christopher J. Schneider, senior

Enough is enough! Find the culprits,
kill them, and nuke their country back

around the campus

President Bush’s
phone
conversation
with Governor
Pataki and
Mayor Giuliani
of New York was
televised.

The president,
vice-president,
and secretary of
state meet with
the joint chiefs of
staff to discuss
strategies for
dealing with
terrorism.

to the stone age! If they want to play
the terror game, let’s up the ante.
Nobody can stop us if we're not afraid
to use our most devastating weapons.

name withheld, senior

Maybe we should focus more on our
homeland. We can no longer play
“ruler of the world” anymore.
Whether we don’t agree with policies
in Palestine, China and Cuba makes
no difference because we all know that
itis the diversity of people that makes
this world strong. Let’s stop wasting
tax dollars on trying to regulate the
world by what we define as “right.”
Let’s start taking care of home.
Valerie Lablaiks, senior

This is an act of war on our nation
and the world’s power. We defend
the country of Israel and people hate
us for that. The people who were
responsible will pay.

Conor Heybach, freshman

It is hard to believe but easy to
understand. Hard because it takes
more than guts to attack the U.S. on
its own soil. Understandable because
of the role the U.S. plays in
international politics.

Juana Montoya

I think that’s pretty scary, all we got to
do now is get together and pray!
N. Nivose

A loss not to families, but to the whole
U.S.A. We need to take action against
terrorists.

Manish Varma

We have to take action against
terrorists.

Bhairavi Shah :
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Northeastern students “Fall into Fun”

During the week of
September 10th,
Northeastern’s annual “Fall
into Fun” week was held.
While the week featured a
variety of events,
including the
Sat: 1i-d e nst
Organization Fair,
a Campus
Resource
Information Day,
and a Campus
Recreation Day,
the highlight was,
as always, the
activities held on
Monday
September 10th in
the outdoor area
near the Library,
Fine Arts Building,
and B-Wing.
Sponsored by the

Northeastern Programming
Board (NPB), activities
included an air-filled bouncy
cage, basketball, and music.
photos by Danica Cho

NEIU’s swing dancing class-
suffers massive budget cuts.

Students pick classes for
spring term in new “3-point
challenge” selection.

ulty, admtmstratlén and
‘ students erupted int »ch_gersv a5
i:the NEIU Boar '

unammo siy

around many
1mp0rtant 1o
campus.

Top/Middle: Evander Holyfield makes his in-ring
debut at NEIU.

NEIU enjoys live music in the B-Wing Courtyard

NEIU students blow off steam by “gettin’ jiggy
with it.”

Above left: Students react in the
halls shortly after the news of the
terrorist attacks breaks. Above:
Students get updates. Far left:
The school is quickly evacuated,
for a change, following a fire
alarm. Left: TV’s set up in the
cafe provided news.
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Parking Gripes
continued from page 1

outlined the reason for the change.
He revealed that NEIU does not
receive funding for parking
renovations. “Parking is self-
sufficient,” said Steve Horton. “The
new parking lot, the 286 spaces just
put in, cost the University around
$500,000. The money for this new
lot comes solely from the sale of
parking permits and the payment
from parking tickets.”

He went on to say that last year,
in December alone, the University
spent $120,000 on snow plowing.
“And that was just for one month.”
In addition, he gave a 7-year
projection cost for the resurfacing
of all the parking lots on campus.
The projection placed the cost at
around $1.3 million.

A student present at the forum
brought up just how difficult it was
to find parking. He said that it took
him about 45 minutes to find
parking on Monday and Tuesday.
Horton then said that the first 2-3
weeks of school were always hard
times for parking. “Students are
buying and selling books, standing
in line for registration, for payments,
students are trying to get classes.”
Horton went on to assure the student
that “parking usually slows down
after the first 3-5 weeks.”

Much of the forum was dedicated
to the anger and misconceptions
about the “hang-tag policy.” The
current sticker must be affixed to the
windshield, and it is unable to be
removed and reused.

Horton answered the most
common question, which was “Why
do I have to pay $21 for a piece of
plastic?” He said that students were
able to purchase a hang-tag, but they
were not paying extra money for it.

He explamed that students could .

“opt-out,” and then purchase a
normal parking permit, like in the
previous semester, which comes
with a hang tag. He said that the
amount of money spent for the
windshield sticker versus the hang-
tag sticker made it seem like
students were paying in excess of
$20 for a “piece of plastic,” but
actually they were purchasing a
completely different permit.

The hang-tag permit cost versus
the windshield sticker cost is
different, but most students were
unaware of this fact.

Students also brought up the point
that many of them were forced to
drive different cars based on the
activities of family members.
Horton assured students that as long
as they reacted on or before

September 10, they could get a
refund for their windshield stickers.
Even ifthey were already placed on
the windshield, Horton told the
students to just “scrape it off and
bring in whatever you can.”

When asked for the specific
number of permits sold, Horton said
that NEIU always oversells the
number of permits. “There are
approximately 2200 available
parking spaces at NEIU,” Horton
said. “The University always
oversells to take advantage of the
turn-over.” Horton explained that
students are at campus on different
days and at different times, and if
NEIU only sold 2200 parking
permits, one for each available
space, there would be several
thousand students without parking
permits, despite the fact that the lot

would have empty spots.

Another student asked why the
daily permit machine raised its price
from 2 dollars per day to 5 dollars
per day. Horton replied that since in
some cases, permits have increased
in price over 100%, that an increase
in the daily permit machine was
needed to balance the equation.
They decided to increase the
machine over 100% to a round
number, Horton explained.

Students with any questions can
contact Steve Horton at exterision
4100. If you cannot reach him,
Horton encourages students to leave
him messages so he can get back to
them. Ann Weaver also has a direct
extension that students can call.
Students should call extension 4102
to reach the Parking Office
Supervisor.

Melvin Terrell and Steve Horton hope that their new parking plan
will avoid scenes like this, but students are upset about the price.

by Shana Stone

Saturday August 25", when 22
year old, R&B singer Aaliyah, as
well as eight others, were killed
| when their plane went down right
'after takeoff in the Bahamas. The
| cause of the crash is still unk
yet speculation about an overload
of luggage and an uncertified pilot
is still being looked into.

Aalxyah was in

island on motor scooters.

Bahamas plane crash bnngs pronnsmg

A terrible tragedy occurred ,

16", 1979 in Brooklyn, New York,
. and then moved tonDetroxt when“
n, -:i:'ﬂ i

the Bahamas:"f* .

arrived on the island Thursday
When not filming, she as well as
the rest of the crew explored t"

Aaliyah, who had two rém!"ﬂ'yzv

othersbbn “bbard also died in the
crash while three more died later

Aahyah' was bom on Janua:y

of the Damned and an upcommg'
role m The Matrzx 2 She s

other, Dlane'

and 1s quozed as saymg, “My.
parents just tell me, ‘If yau know
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Rescue workers wait to
find someone alive

by Lisa Livermore
The Daily Iowan/U-WIRE

Anthony Spinelli’s 4-year-
old son knows his daddy is in
danger. “My son called me up
and said, ‘Daddy, be careful,’”
the 24-year-old Cross
Volunteer said. “He knows I’m
going to dead people.”

Spinelli said he has seen 50
corpses in the last two days. He
has pulled 11 bodies out of
what’s left of the World Trade
Center following many say is
the most brutal attack on U.S.
soil in history. He is one of the
many volunteers in downtown
New York Thursday.

The majority of volunteers
distribute bottled water and
cookies to rescue workers.

Spinelli chose to confront the
smell of death. The Manhattan
native said he’s waiting to find
one of his friends. He’s waiting
to find someone alive.

“Twenty-five of my friends
were killed on the 25th floor
[of the World Trade Center],”
he said. “I have 25 funerals
next week.”

On Wednesday, Spinelli said,
he shimmied through a 3-foot-
wide crawl space 40 feet below
the World Trade Center only to
find a corpse he was unable to
recover because the body was
covered in too much rubble. He
said his heart leaped into his

MSA

continued from page 3

right path.”

“It was so tough being around all
this sex, drugs, and atheism without
any Muslims around. I wish I had
had all these [Muslim] people
around me, but I didn’t,” said Jilani.

Whereas Madyun stressed
sharing the message of Islam to the
United States, Jilani spoke of a
much broader idea of building an
entire Muslim government. He
went through how the Koran, the
Muslim holy book, is the only true
law.

“The lives of humans have to be
governed by Allah,” said Jilani.
“Materialism is too important in this
society.”

Jilani concluded by speaking of
the responsibility of all Muslims in
the United States to unite as a single

throat after coming on the
scene of two firefighters and
three civilians who were
trapped in an elevator in a
downtown building near the
trade center.

A small fire burned below as
they screamed for help. When
Spinelli and rescue workers
pulled them out with a crane,
oxygen was released and the
fire erupted in a tall blaze.
Since then, he said he braces
himself and waits to find
someone alive. “I took a man
out in 12 pieces and no head,”
he said.

The makeshift lighting of
downtown shined on his neck
tattoo — a Chinese symbol that
means “destruction.” This is
the first time he has confronted
dismembered bodies, grieving
families, and A LS
government that, he said,
should take action to stop the
madness. Every minute he’s not
in the building searching for
bodies, more are dying,
Spinelli said.

Volunteers were evacuated
from buildings numerous times
Thursday while the Millennium
building tilted, its structure
weak from the fires burning in
the days before.

“We want to be there,” he
said. “We want to pull bodies.
The longer we are away, we
can’t save them.”

body to promote Islam. He said that
instead of letting the country
challenge their beliefs, it should be
the other way around.

“Being a Muslim is not about
protectionism, nor is it about
isolationism. We should be the
ambassadors of Islam and spread it
to the West,” said Jilani. “The first
property of us [Muslims] is not to
work as individuals. Allah made us
as an umma [single body] that
should unite to challenge the beliefs
of the nonbelievers.”

“Things turned out better than I
expected,” said Robert Hull. “One
speaker complimented the other
perfectly. Anybody who was
interested and didn’t show up really
missed out.”

“It was really a great experience,”
said Najmuddin Mohammed, MSA
member. “It would be great to have
these types of luncheons monthly.”
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Janet Reno for governor

by Thomas J. Foley
staff writer

Janet Reno has recently
announced an interest in running for
the position of Governor of Florida.
Considering her record there and
elsewhere, she may want to
reconsider this decision and save
herself some unnecessary
embarrassment and shame. She
stands about as much of a chance
of winning that seat as Richard
Nixon does of winning Time’s Man
of the Year award. In other words,
maybe in the next lifetime.

I will be the first to admit that all
I know about her is her record as
Attorney General of the United
States under President Bill Clinton,
but that’s enough to convince me
that she shouldn’t even be elected
dog-catcher, much less governor of
a state with more electoral votes
than Illinois. In my opinion, she has
a bad record on a national scale and
also on a local scale, at least in the
case of Florida.

First of all, her politics are
decidedly left-wing. She is despised
by all pro-firearms groups for her
radical anti-gun position, which is
so radical that she would even
impose severe restrictions on
hunters. Famous hunter and rock
star Ted Nugent even does a song
about her entitled “Kiss My Ass.”
On'stage, he has a cardboard cut-
out of Reno in Nazi garb which he
shoots with a flaming arrow. If
conservatives such as Nugent are
against her this much, she can
expect a virulent opposition in the
election.

Of course, in that election she
would most likely be squaring off
against incumbent Jeb Bush,
President Bush’s brother, and a
popular governor in Florida. This
will not be an easy task. The only
one who might be able to pull it off
is Al Gore or Clinton, and neither is
running. Our system is set up so
that incumbents have an unfair
advantage to begin with. This alone

could prove insurmountable for
Reno.

Nationally speaking, her
reputation is less than stellar. First
there was the Waco stand-off, which
she took control of when it gained
national attention. It is widely
believed that she could have found
a better solution to that situation
rather than to allow the religious
fanatics to burn themselves to death.

Then there was Ruby Ridge in
Montana. A couple of older people
had shut themselves away in deep
woods Montana. Reno’s solution
was to have them picked off by
snipers. So much for the innocent-
until-proven-guilty idea, unless it
applies posthumously.

Then came various other trials,
such as the investigations into Gore
and Clinton’s campaign abuses and
Clinton’s impeachment. In both of
these, she was the accused’s best
friend, helping each escape scrutiny
by refusing to act. That is
guaranteed to hurt her.

s st AR R

? Surely, you jest

But most importantly, the single,
most assured reason that she could
not possibly win the governorship
of Florida was her handling of the
Elian Gonzalez case. With one fell
swoop, she ostracized almost the
entire expatriate-Cuban society of
Florida just by turning a little boy
over to his father by force. If she
seriously runs, I believe we will see
a larger-than-usual Hispanic
turnout, mostly Cuban. And they
will vote for anyone who opposes
Janet Reno.

In fact, Janet Reno has only one
bragging point concerning her
record; it is near-perfect. Near
perfect in the sense that she made
the wrong decision nearly every
time. She should spare herself some
embarrassment and us a lot of
anxiety and forget about public
office until she learns to make better
choices. Come to think of it,
though, running is consistent with
the other choices she’s made; it’s a
bad one.

We didn t have panic; we didn t have people running and hurting other people. The
people of New York City really distinguished themselves, and I just want to say this
once again: New York City is a lot stronger than this, and were going to overcome it,
and the people of New York City are gonna give an example of how to stand up to
terrorists. You just don't be afraid, that s all.

Rudolph Giuliani, New York Mayor

There are a few kids in the streets who are angry at the Israelis, but they don't

understand what has happened in the United States.
We should not really misconstrue the actions of a few teenagers in the street . .. with
the position of the Palestinian people . . . and how we feel in the Palestinian Authority.
Hasan Rahman, chief representative in the United States of the Palestinian
Authority, in reference to witnessed celebrations of Palestinians

The resolve of our great nation is being tested, but make no mistake, we will show
the world that we will pass this test.
George W. Bush

As for those that carried out these attacks there are no adequate words of
condemnation. Their barbarism will stand as their shame for all eternity. As I said
earlier, this mass terrorism is the new evil in our world. The people who perpetrate it
have no regard whatever for the sanctity or value of human life and we the democracies
of the world must come together to defeat it and eradicate it. This is not a battle
between the United States of America and terrorism but between the free and democratic
world and terrorism. We therefore here in Britain stand shoulder to shoulder with our
American friends in this hour of tragedy and we like them will not rest until this evil is
driven from our world.

Tony Blair, British Prime Minister

Opinions
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Let’s not overlook Kyoto treaty

by Georgia Logothetis
Staff Writer

Global warming is probably the most
dire of environmental issues today,
because its effects mean disaster for
everyone, and everything. It is the most
pressing of environmental issues,
because its effects are already upon us.
[f this is such an immediate issue, then
why are we throwing away pro-
environmental agreements such as the
Kyoto Treaty? Don’t we all, tree-
huggers and oil tycoons alike, want
fresh, clean air and a cool, green earth?
Of course, that does not mean that we
should accept what has been said to be
an “inadequate and worthless”
agreement.

The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), a group of
about 2,500 of the world’s leading
climate scientists, concluded in 1995
that global warming would produce
more heat, more droughts, more
flooding, and more violent storms
worldwide. Nations convened on
Kyoto, Japan, in November of 1997 to
decide what each country would do to
help curb global warming. As far as
industry was concerned, the best answer
was to do nothing.

The Kyoto deal. struck in 1997, gave
industrialized countries a target of
reducing greenhouse gas emissions
(principally carbon dioxide) by 5%
below 1990 levels by 2008-2012, but it
didn’tsay how. Since 1997, participating
countries have attended annual meetings
to decide on the rules for implementing
Kyoto.

One group of countries, led by the
U.S. and including Japan, Australia, and
Canada, have worked diligently for
years to weaken the targets by various
underhanded means. One mechanism
allowed industrialized countries to trade
emissions among themselves, so that
those meeting the targets could sell
“carbon credits” to those falling behind.
Russia’s economic collapse has reduced

its industrial greenhouse gas emissions,
leaving it with a vast number of “carbon
credits” to sell on the world market.
Basically, a factory in Indiana could keep
pumping out ozone-depleting carbon
dioxide 24 hours a day, as long as the
U.S. plants a forest in Austria, for
example.

The unpalatable fact is that the Kyoto
protocol is now more riddled with holes
than a piece of Swiss cheese. Not only
will the so-called climate change treaty
not do anything to cut greenhouse gas
emissions, it will allow them to climb
above business-as-usual projections. It
will be as if the Kyoto protocol never
happened, because nations can continue,
or even increase, emissions while
“making up for it” in another country.
What is worse is that the green groups
who originally pushed so hard for a
meaningful treaty have been left
defending an agreement thatisn’t worth
the paper it is written on.

This also raises the question of why
mainstream environmental groups are
now supporting an agreement that, in
essence, could do more harm than good.
The rather lame justification provided
by Greenpeace is that although
inadequate, it provides the “essential
ladder needed to build global action to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.”
Who are they trying to kid? Simply
hoping that governments won’t exploit
loopholes is irrational. Greenpeace may
be right that it provides a framework to
build on, but unless Kyoto is given some
real teeth, they and other green groups
should denounce it as the dangerous con
it has become.

The overwhelming weight of
scientific opinion is that we need to make
cuts of 60% or more in carbon dioxide
emissions. There’s a real danger that as
the polar ice caps continue to melt and
ocean temperatures continue (o rise,
‘global warming may spiral out of
control. And then what? There is no
cosmic freezer we can place the earth in

to “cool down”; the damage is
irreversible. Oceans will rise and
eventually engulf islands of the Pacific,
Atlantic, and Indian oceans, such as
Samoa and almost all Caribbean nations.
So obviously we must do something if
we want to continue to live as a species
and travel to an exotic little island for
Spring Break.

Some suggestions have been made
to find alternative means of energy,
including a radical new concept called
“clean coal,” which would reduce
carbon dioxide emissions. Sounds good
doesn’tit? Yet whatis coal? Don’tmean
to be too technical, but ités carbon. When
you burn (oxidize) coal, what do you
think the result is? Did you guess carbon
dioxide? There is nothing on earth that
can change that simple fact. A forced
march away from coal is exactly what
is required if we are going to seriously
address this issue.

Energy is essential for all economic
growth, and fossil fuels provide
today’’s principal global energy source.
In a world in which poverty is the
greatest social pollutant, any
restriction on energy use that inhibits
economic growth should be viewed
with caution. We cannot jump on the
first treaty that comes by in the hope
that the wrinkles will eventually iron
themselves out. That would be
premature, wrought with economic
danger, and likely to be
counterproductive. What we mustdo
is proceed with great caution, but also
with great reason. Face it, the U.S.
has 4% of the world’s population and
yet creates 25% of carbon dioxide
emissions. We have to do something
besides wait for a viable agreement to
come along. We must be active in
pursuing an agreement that will not
only preserve the environment, but
that will also preserve our prosperity
and way of life. Until an agreement
like that comes along, Americans
should plant some trees or take the bus.

Color-blindness is a necessity

by Mary Jo Chrabasz
Production Editor

Welcome to the new millennium,
people. The Chinese say that if you
live long enough, everything will
happen to you. As a musician
acquaintance of mine likes to say,
“What a suck reason for sticking
around!” The Chinese also curse,
“May you live in interesting times.”
This bold new millennium certainly
qualifies. Unfortunately, these
interesting times are fraught with
devastation, danger, death, war,
famine, pestilence, racism, hate,
terrorism, and even more ugly words.

I heard on the radio this evening a
story about a child in a grocery store
who was using his “super-hero
powers” to magically open the
automatic doors, an act many children
the world over have been performing
since the dawn of the automatic
grocery store doors. However, this
child was of Middle Eastem descent
and when he karate-kicked the door
open, a white patron of the store loudly
declared that if he kept doing that, they
were going to do the same to his
parents. The child’s father hurried his
family from the store. My first thought
was, “How rude!” However, in the
wake of this horrid tragedy, people
across the country are viewing color
with more importance, in a time when
color-blindness should instead be the
rule.

Now, I am a quiet person. [ may be
quite opinionated, but  usually do not
shout at strangers. However, had I
been at this store, I most likely would

have told that person off. I doubt that
particular man reads this paper, but [
shall tell him off here anyway. I have
never, donot, and will never give adamn
where a person’s ancestors originated
from. Be you originally an Italian, a
Scot, an Asian, a Pakistani, an Israeli,
an African, a Native American, or
whatever, you are a human being. I
don’t care if your citizenship is with
America, Great Britain, Afghanistan,
Germany, China, Russia, Australia, or
Chile, you are a human being. I,
personally, will treat you as such: a
human being. [ prefer to judge people
on who they are, and I may be hostile
toward someone at times, but that is
because they are rude or insulting, not
because they are of a certain heritage.
I am, admittedly, a fan of Star Trek.
It may be useless, but I keep hoping for
the color-blind world of Star Trek. Even
on the original bridge of the Enterprise,
there was a racial diversity (which at
the time it aired, was quite
revolutionary), and all the members of
that bridge crew were treated equally.
You had a black woman, an Asian man,
aRussian, a Scot, an alien man, and two
Americans, and none were singled out
and mistreated because of their heritage.
There was even an incredible episode,
“Let That Be Your Last Battlefield”
which illustrates my point quite well.
In that episode, one man of the planet
Cheron, named Bele, was after a
“criminal,” Lokai. Lokai’s only crime?
His face coloring was different from
those inpower. Eachand every member
of Bele and Lokai’s race had half-black,
half-white faces. However, the side that
was white was of the utmost

importance. Bele bluntly tells Captain
Kirk in the episode about this difference,
which had not mattered to Kirk and his
crew. Because of this small difference,
he had spent fifty millenia chasing
Lokai, only to capture him and discover
that they had no homeworld, as Cheron
had been destroyed because of those
petty racial differences.

Before the non-7Trek fans rebel and
rip apart their papers, I will get to my
point. Earth, right now, is tuming into
another Cheron at a time when it should
be tuming more to Vulcan’s logic. Yes,
the terrorist acts in New York and
Washington are deplorable and I feel the
perpetrzitors should pay. However, one
man’s (or even nineteen men’s) actions
do not a whole race condemn. Look
into the past and see the internment
camps in which innocent Japanese-
Americans were imprisoned because
they were unfortunate enough to have
genetics that had a genesis ina particular
island country we were at the time
mortal enemies of. Look at the atrocities
Adolf Hitler commited, forcing people
whose only crime was they did not
believe in the same religious dogma he
did (or who preferred a mobile camp to
a permanent home, or who were weak,
elderly, infirm, or anything else other
than tall, blonde-haired and blue-eyed)
to strip naked and step into a room in
which they choked to death on
poisonous fumes. Those who do not
leam from history are doomed to repeat
it. Therefore I say to the people who
have decided that anyone who happens
to prefer the teachings of Muslim dogma

Color
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LETTERS FROM OUR READERS

Interview with a stem cell

Having noted that the controversy over stem cell research surfaced in the August 29th issue of The
Independent, and on the assumption that an informed public would benefit immeasurably from information
derived from the parties directly involved in any issue, we sought to interview one of the many, often
elusive stem cells. Finally one was granted us. We feel this is a special event; however, since the issue of
stem cell research is so delicate we have agreed to maintain the cell’s anonymity. For the purposes of this
unique interview we will refer to it simply as Adrien.

Interviewer: Well, Adrien, tell us a little about yourself.

Adrien: Little is all I can tell. We are so small that rumor has it more of us can fit on the head of a pin than
any number of Augustine’s angels. That was a little stem cell humor to get things going.

I: Stem cells are known for their humor are they?

A: Well, we’re nothing like liver cells. Whoa, talk about a dull lot.

I: More Humor?

A: Yeah, I was just kidding. I have the highest regard for liver cells. Some of my best friends will some
day become liver cells. But none of us stem cells are in a happy mood, not these days when so many of our
kin are marked for experimentation or death. Potential human life was a lot better in the past.

I: Many humans would generally agree that life used to be better. But they would also point to progress in
science where we now have the promise of curing many diseases and disorders through stem cell research.
A: What do you take me for? I’m no guinea pig. You want research, go work on the animals.

I: But surely you must recognize the hope many have that stem cell research could offer cures for Parkinson’s
disease, spinal paralysis, Alzheimer’s disease and much more.

A: You're saying I should be sacrificed for diseased and crippled people, the invalidated dregs of society?
No thank you.

I: But they are human and you are not.

A: I am potential human life. I could be a contender, an Einstein, a Milton: Hath not a stem cell a mouth,
prick us do we not bleed?

I: Actually, no.

A: Let’s not quibble here. Let’s stick to the issue of research. .

I: But might I add, if you’ll allow that it’s not too much quibbling, that was Shakespeare you were quoting,
not Milton

A: You see the horror of it. I won’t even get a chance to get a good education.

I: You speak of horror, but presently of course, you have no heart, no brain, no feelings at all compared to
those who are suffering and suffering horribly from pains that science can presently not cure.

A: This kind of sentimentality just won’t work. I could just as easily point to many humans who are
heartless and brainless. Why don’t you experiment on them?

I: You claim you are potential human life, then you could also potentially be a Hitler.

A: Now I ask you what are the chances of that? We’ll never know will we? I’ll never get the opportunity.
I: But you and your kind who will not be used for research will just get disposed of in some garbage can.
So what difference does it make to set aside for research some scheduled for elimination any way?

A: At least we will die with honor and dignity.

I: But what of those living with pain and indignity?

A: Again, you keep talking about human lives. The issue is potential human life.

I: Is potential human life more important than actual human life?

A: My very point!

I: Does this mean we should preserve eggs and sperm not used for successful reproduction?

A: I’m sure if the will to do so was there, as it should be, the technology could be developed. And let’s not
forget that there are sacred doctrines that are threatened by this current wanton disregard for potential
human life: beliefs, traditions, religious organizations upon whose preservation the well-being of society
and society’s leaders depend.

I: If I have understood you correctly, your bottom-line position is that potential human life ought to be
valued above actual human life.

A: That pretty much sums it up.

I: Well, thank you for enlightening us on the values of a stem cell.

A: My pleasure.

Harry White, professor Dept. of English

Voices against voice of the campus

Though Brian Blaszkowski has said that he does not give a shit what “we people” think, let me offer him a few
tidbits to chew on anyway.

1) Women do not like to be mistreated. No one does. What Blaszkowski fails to realize is that there is often a
big difference between the kind of men women /ike, and the kind of men they are attracted to.

2) Men are no different in this regard from women. Let’s be honest: do guys typically ask out the brightest,
kindest, funniest, most interesting women they know? Hell no! They go after the boring, dull-witted, self-
absorbed, leggy blondes with the big tits.

3) Instead of wondering why so many women date abusive assholes, Blaszkowski might wonder why there are
damned many abusive assholes for them to choose from. And don’t give me any of that crap about how they act
like assholes to get women. Guys who are assholes tend to be assholes to everyone, not just women.

Take off that cloak of self-pity, Blaszkowski. It does not become you.

Dennis Fritz

I think someone should write a Top 10 List for every issue. For example, how about the Top 10 Reasons to read
Brian Blaszkowski's "Voice of the Campus" columns.

10. John Rossi did not make the deadline for his "This Man's World" column. 9. You are a night student and the
upcoming events are only happening during the day. 8. Your horoscope was too depressing. 7. The personals
section does not apply to you. What is up with those Office Girls? 6. The movie reviews were missing in the
paper you picked up. 5. There are no UPS adds on that page. 4. It is the beginning of a new semester and you want
to see what has ch