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Editorial Editorial

Editorial

Since 1911, March is recognized as International Women's Month. This year, women all over the world
participated in acts of resistance in their respective countries. They took the chance of risking their lives
and futures in order to send the message that there still is a great need, and a continuing struggle, for
equality, justice and peace for women all around the world. On March 8, 2004, International Women's
Day, women marched in downtown Chicago to commemorate the historic and collective struggles to
improve women's lives.
This year, Que Ondee Sola commemorates the 50th Anniversary of the Puerto Rican attack on the U.S.
Congress. On March l, 1954, Puerto Rican nationalist Lolita Lebron led a small army of four and, without any intention to kill anyone, open fired while a meeting was in session. All participants went on to
serve many years in prison, and were released in 1979 to thousands and thousands of people who welcomed them as heroes. Once labeled a terrorist, Lolita Lebron, who gave herself to the battle for an independent Puerto Rico, is today admired, honored, and exalted.
Que Ondee Sola dedicates this issue to the
women's struggle, while recognizing the histories and battles that have been, and will be,
fought for on their behalf. We lend our hearts
to the lives of mothers, sisters, and daughters
that have been taken in Ciudad Juarez. We
dedicate the following pages to the brilliant
and talented Latinas in our communities, to
their endeavors, and to their futures . These
women set the tone for what needs to be done
in the present and future. They also serve as
models for all of us.
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ODS Cover and Photouraohv
Feature: Analu Lopez
This image is a portrait of my sister with the glyph of the
Aztec Moon Goddess on her face. Although there are
many interpretations to the legend of the Coyolxauhqui,
the Aztec moon goddess, I feel that it explains the seperation of women amongst themselves, men and society as
well as the seperation of identity. Here we reclaim who
we are: powerful Mexicana women.

Que Ondee Sola is published at Northeastern Illinois University. The opinions expressed in Que Ondee Sola do not necessarily reflect those of the
Administration. Responsibility for its contents lie solely within the staff.
We appreciate all suggestions and contributions .

Contact Que Ondee Sola
5500 N. St. Louis Chicago, IL 60625
E-041 • 77 3.442.4583
que ondeesola@hotmail.com

adent
In Thil Edition
4

Special Section: 3 WOMEN 3 VOICES

6

Lourdes Lugo, Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos High School

7

Juanita lrrizary, Latinos United

9

Frances Aparicio, Latin American and Latino Studies at UIC

9

A Pilgrimage to Springfield

11

I am Woman by Rosa Rios

11

All About Being Latina by Sandra Sosa

12

Par'Ada by Stefani Gentry-Fernandez

13

Elvia Alvarado by Leslie Camacho

14

Mexican and Caribbean Studies Update

15

Forced Adoption by Gnome

16

Analu Lopez, more on our featured photographer

18

Nora Castaneda of Venezuela's Women's Development Bank

19

Poems by Anani Mercado

MISSION
Que Ondee Sola is a 31 year old
Puerto Rican/Latina/o monthly
student magazine. Our mission is
to provide our campus with
a relevant and engaging
publication that deals with
student issues, particularly those
of Latinos and issues
that are of importance
to our communities.
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Que Ondee Sola continues to
affirm the right of Puerto Rican
self-determination.

•
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3 Women 3 Voices
Over time, QOS has been touched by the efforts of hard-working individuals in our community. We were able to catch up
with three inspirational women that have dedicated much their time developing and/or implementing programs that the
community can benefit from. The following interviews allowed us to get a closer look at what they do.

Lourdes Lugo

Interviewed by Melissa Gonzalez

MG: What is it that you do?
LL: I am the director/principal of Dr. Pedro Albizu
Campos High School. I have been director for four
years and have been teaching for seventeen years in the
Humboldt Park community. By the time I was 20 years
old I was a graduate of NEIU. Following my graduation, I received my Type Nine Certification in 1984. I
began my teaching career at catholic high schools. I
then taught at four public high schools. I could not
agree with the hand-me-down curriculum they had in
place for the last 20 years, which the students did not
response to. I had also worked for Roberto Clemente
High School for four years in the early 1990's but it was
impossible to have a feasible report in this school. The
majority of teachers there were white and did not want
to better the community. They had their own ideas of
how to teach Mexican and Puerto Rican students,
which were the majority at that time within the community. So, I found my niche in alternative education.

MG: What roles do you play in your community?
LL: I have been a community activist in the Humboldt
Park area for the last 21 years. I had started as a student
at Dr. Pedro Albizu Campos High School (PACHS),but
back in those days it was called Rafael Caser Miranda
High School. In 1980, I started my work around the
issue of militaris, then I became a part of the Puerto
Rican Cultural Center in an effort to provide alternative programs to the Humboldt Park community,
which was not being offered by any agencies at that
time. The high school was founded in 1972 and was
providing programs for drop out students that were
primarily coming from Clemente. I volunteered in the
Puerto Rican Cultural Center's day care center for
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working mothers who worked long extended days in
order to provide for their families. As a university student I volunteered my time tutoring students at Albizu
Campos's High School. I was also a founding member
of Vida/Sida , the Puerto Rican Cultural Center's
HIV/AIDS prevention project, during the AIDS crisis
in 1984. I was very proactive for the release of the ACT
medication for those with AIDS, a disease that was
unheard of then. I fought for funding for those with
HIV and I was also a physical therapist for our HIVpositive clients. I have done a lot of work for women
who have suffered from domestic violence. I worked
with the undocumented and provided them with
information on how to enter the United States with
proper documentation and how to use their worker's
rights. I believe I have covered all political and community work that has crossed the Humboldt Park area.
I have also done a lot of the international linkages for
our work.

MG: How those your program affect people
in your community?
LL: It would be arrogant for me to say how the program affects the community but I can make assumptions. In our alternative education we attempt to provide the youth of this community, and empower them
with, a voice and the tools to live their lives. We really
try to bring about consciousness regarding the issue of
gangs, drugs and violence. How do these issues impact
their lives? Well, I can calmly say that a great majority
of our students have not taken to street life as an alternative way of living. After so many years I have seen so
many of our students become active members of our
community and productive members of society. I
believe that PACHS has influenced them in making
positive choices and we have been part of a whole

movement in this community to rid ourselves of drugs
and gang violence. I hope that what we do takes away
those negative stereotypes of Puerto Ricans in
Humboldt Park. Even if we do not become people that
hold Bachelor's degrees, Master's degrees, or PH.D's,
we will become an integral part of Chicago's working
force and part of the group of positive members of
society. I am hoping this is how we affect those in the
community. In a larger and more concrete scale, I
believe we have been part of a whole effort to stop gentrification in Humboldt Park, which has been a big
part of our struggle. This is not an issue of being biased
against whites or any other group, but an issue that is
based on us needing to be respected as a community.
Those who come into this community need to respect
the uniqueness of it, it's history and the people's struggles. If they cannot do that then they can go to Lake
View or Wicker Park.

MG: What plans do you have for the future
of your program?
LL: Ah, the future. I love the future. One of the things
I would love is for the school to become (and not now,
please emphasize not now) a math and science academy. I think that one of the big1biases against Latinos is
that we cannot do math and science and that we cannot become doctors, architects, geologists, and archeologists. Some how we do not fit in those categories
but it is a big contradiction when considering NASA,
which has 1% of its scientists coming from Puerto Rico
But you do not know that because its not something
that gets discussed. So, I would eventually like for the
school to have a stronger component of a math and
science academy, however, I believe that the fundamental right of our cultural bases has always made us
and has given our students a unique experience at
PACHS. In the future I would like more alternative
high schools in this community to be at the service of
our youth. I would also like us to be part of a process
of reforming the educational system in Chicago so that
thereare not such a high rate of drop out rates in the
city of Chicago. I would like more women to be
empower in the sciences and math and to get away
from this almost forced idea that the only thing women
can be in this community are mothers and second class
citizens. Women should have dreams of going to universiiesy, getting their PH.D's and working as professionals. Motherhood is a nice part of our life but it is

not the fundamental role of women in our society and
it shouldn't be. This, of course, is a much bigger political issue, but this is what I would like to see.

MG: What advice would you give to Latinas
who want to succeed in their communities?
LL: Fundamental success of any community is based
on the faith of that community. Any member of any
community should have faith that their community
has everything it takes to become strong and united. I
believe that faith in the ability of every human being to
participate in the creation or the b~ilding of a stronger
community is a big part of it. Secondly, I feel that we
need to get away from this idea that exclusive individual success is the best success. I think we need to collectivize the concept of success so that everybody in the
community can benefit. I also think that we need to get
away from Hollywood's concept of success and we have
to recreate and redefine our own ideas and values in
order to make it part of the development of our community. We don't need white picket fenced houses to
show our success or that we are a good community, we
need strong members of this community contributing
to it.

00S worikshqp
Poetry and writing workshop
with pubJished poet

Eduardo Arocho
ApriJ 15, 2004 in E-041
during activity hour
(] :40 pm-2:40 pm)
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Juanita Irizarry

Intervi ewed by Oliver Camacho
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OC: What is it that you do?

JI: I am the Executive Director of Latinos United, which does advocacy
work for housing and the Latino community.

OC: What roles do you play in your community?
JI: I help to get equal access for Latinos in housing. I promote stabilization
in Humboldt Park housing and economic development. I am the VicePresident of the Near Northwest Neighborhood Network (NNNN) and I
am a chairperson in the Housing Action Team for Humboldt Park
Empowerment Partnership (HPEP).

OC: How does your program affect people in your community?
JI: It gives Latinos a voice, which is heard thru public policy and debate.

OC: What plans do you have for the future of your program?

JI: Our work is beginning to expand into other fields such as immigration and research, which would
include both qualitative and quantitative studies. Some of our studies are based on housing discrimination. Here, we audit building owners by sending two males of the same economic background to rent
an apartment. If owners ask for a one-month deposit for one person and ask the other for a threemonth deposit for the other, then that is something we have to keep track of in our study.

OC: What advise would you give to Latinas who want to succeed in their communities?

JI: Latinas in a male world have to be strong and confident. You have to be knowledgeable in your
field. You have to work hard, but you have to find a balance between your professional and personal
life.

Latin American and Caribbean
Despite the geographic proximity of Latin America and the
Caribbean, understanding of that very important region in the
United States generally fails to rise above the level of cultural misconceptions and racist stereotypes. This course offers a comprehensive and incisive introduction to the region and its people, in an
effort to foster a deeper and more nuanced understanding. The
focus is equally on four geographical areas: Mexico, the
Caribbean, Central America, and South America. The threefold
thematic approach of the course will center on questions of ethnicity, race, and class; on the social and economic impacts of globalization and neoliberalism; and on hemispheric geopolitics.
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Francis Aparicio

Interviewed by Chris Estrada

Director of the Latin American and Latino Studies (LALS) at
the Univeristy of Illinois at Chicago and the author of
"Listening to Salsa: Gender, Latin Popular Music, and Puerto
Rican Cultures': published in 1998.

CE: What can you tell me about LALS?
FA: I became director of the program in the fall of
2000. My interest in coming here was to be able to
develop a program in terms of larger national visibility
and in terms of the work that we can do comparing
Latin American Studies and Latino Studies, as well as
trying making sure that it would be a program that
would be able to capitalize and reflect on the issues of
the community here in Chicago. So, my interest in
being here was to develop more national visibility for
this component as an academic program, and at the
same time make sure that the ties to the community
would be strengthened. The field of Latino Studies is
very much based on the realities of the community.
There is a lot of the theorizing. The academic scholarship that gets produced by scholars is very much based
on their work in the community, on the voices of
working-class Latinos, on the issues that are occuring
on a day-to-day basis. Chicago is rich and full of these
kinds of experiences that really will help to develop the
field.
In the past couple years we've developed a 'Lectures in
the Community' series where we bring scholars, academics and other speakers into the community. We
have hosted presentations in Humboldt Park, Pilsen,
the Central American community and to the labor
community. Depending on the topic and the speaker,
we try to cater the [lectures] to the audience, which
have been very successful, yet we ran out of funding. So
we are trying to start all over again after being on a hiatus for about a year. We were very active last year and
wereable to get some funding from the Joyce
Foundation.
The lectures are important because they continue to
strengthen the ties between academics and the community. We're not coming in to teach the community but,
more differntly, to establish a dialogue with the com

munity. My experience
has been that the academics that have presented in this program
have been extremely
challenged by the kinds
of questions and discussions that follow their
presentations.

CE: Where would
you have these
meetings and what type of locations?
FA: We've had some presentations at the Lozano Public
Library in Pilsen, the Puerto Rican Cultural Center in
Humboldt Park, Hispanic Housing on Kedzie
Boulevard, and the Association House on Milwaukee
Avenue.

CE: What roles do you play In your community both within the Latino Studies program
and any others outside of that?
FA: I think, in a way, that the Lectures in the
Community program has been my major role in the
community since I came to Chicago. But I'm also very
active in my daughter's school. She goes to InterAmerican Magnet School, which is a dual-language
school that has been very successful. I've been very
engaged in a lot of struggles within the school to make
sure that the social-justice agenda continues, and that it
is respected and followed, mostly by the parents. I've
been very active with the Local School Council by
bringing in speakers and helping out with the academic part of it. It's a very Latino-based school and it's very
nice to be able to collaborate with them.

CE: Can you think of an example to Illustrate
this conflict over social-justice issues?
FA: Well, many of these magnet schools are not just
Latino but have majority Latino student populations.
There is now a law within the school district that magnet schools have to accept 10% of their student body
from the neighborhood. Inter-American is interesting
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with regard to the area that it is located in, which consist of many professional, middle-class, white families.
And we've had conflicts in the past with parents who do
not really understand, or are not willing to accept, the
concept of social-justice values that are part of the constitution of the school. In other words, some parents
felt - and these were both Latino and non-Latino parents - that the school was too left-wing and that there
were too many anti-war issues going on. Many of these
ideas are articulated in very strong manners, and so we
must be very strong about making sure that ... the
bylaws in the school's constitution are reaffirmed.

CE: So a vocal minority was trying to change
the curriculum a little bit?
FA: Exactly. And we know that these groups can have a
lot of impact, and some schools have changed as a
result ... We saw this with Clemente High School. A
very culturally-oriented curriculm came through in the
1970's, but was very much protested against. Now we
have a school where the cultural curriculum is not as
strong as it used to be.

CE: Can you describe the impact that both
the program here and outreach program
has had in the community?
FA: Well, like I mentioned, the important thing for us is
to establish a dialogue with the community outside of
the university. And I also think of community very
much in terms of our academic work. We have the
community outside the university, but in many ways these are the families, friends and the neighbors of our
students. Its an interesting way of being able to connect
the kind of work and taching that we do with the everyday lives of people _outside of the Academy. At the same
time, we've started -producing a Latino Studies journal,
which is an academic, peer-reviewed publication. It has
been very important because it has established us in a
very serious academic venue. The things that we publish is interesting, inter-disciplinary, and socially committed to the Latino reality in the United States. It
addresses the needs of the larger academic community
across the country. I think we're carving a name for
Latino Studies here in Chicago.

CE: What's on the horizon, what do you see
in the future for the program?
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FA: Well, given the budget-cuts and economic crisis, its
hard to say. I think we have done pretty well despite
this. We have been very successfull in trying to bring
external funds into the university. We're hoping to subsmit proposal to other foundations. We just got a
Rockefeller post-doctoral grant to bring 5 post-docs in
the next several years to study Latino Chicago. These
are all outside monies; but the unfortunate part is that
we can't use these monies to teach.
We're trying our best to be able to offer what we need
to offer in terms of teaching .. . to be able to offer the
courses that our students need at the same time trying
to develop this place as a dynamic space for academic
development of the field. The exciting part about the
Rockefeller post-docs is that our interest is in bringing
scholars who will be helping in the community and
who will be in communication with the community
organizations.

CE: What advice would you give Latinas who
want to succeed in their communities?
FA: First of all, follow your intuitions, and if you feel
very passionate about a topic or an issue or a project, go
for it. You can't always pay attention to what the institutions tell you. Sometimes we need to take risks, and
as long as those risks are not destructive, sometimes
those are the risks that usually yield new projects, new
ideas and new initiatives. In order to create social
change, we have to do that. We cannot simply just follow the path that has been created. The other issue is, as
a Latina, never give up your personal life or what you
want to do in your personal life, for anything else.
Because institutions are always going to be telling us
when to get pregnant, when to have babies, when to get
married or when not to get married .. . academic life is
very tough on that. Having a balanced life is important
because work is not everything.
Be outspoken. You can be outspoken and do it in an
intelligent, important and productive way. Always be
critical when things need to be changed. It's always
important that we speak out, but that we speak out
intelligently. We're always seen as being "hot-headed",
angry, passionate women, but the fact is that if we don't
speak out when we need to, things will never change.
And that's a big risk that worth taking.

CE: It seems that there's a lot of mentorship
that goes on here. Can you say a little bit
about that?
FA: Well, I'm very proud to say that we have some very
good mentors in this program. Part of it is because
most of us are Latinos, and many of us who are here
actually went through a lack of mentorship during our
preparation. I think that's one of things that we want to
correct, to make sure that we provide younger students
with mentoring. Since we have a lot Latino students in
our program (about 80-90% of our majors and minors
are Latino students from Chicago) , it is very important
for them to have role models. To know that you can
become a Latina professor, that you can get a Ph.D, that
you can write books ... I think just our own presence, in
itself is a form of mentoring and role modeling. But
more than that I think being able to spend time with
the students in more informal ways, like supervising
them in their studies, helping them learn how to read
critically, helping them put together research projects is
valuable. Those are all very important experiences and
responsibilities that we have as Latino colleagues, and I
think most of us do take that very seriously. I'm very
proud to have a program in which my colleagues are
very, very committed to their,students.

CE: At Puerto Rican Student Association's
November 15th Conference, you spoke a little about the role of education as a decolonization process. Is there anything particular you could say about that in relation to
your program?
FA: Well, in many ways Latino Studies as a field is about
decolonizing. One of the motivations that led me to go
into the field of Latino Studies at a time when it didn't
even exist formally was precisely because of that need I
saw in the students. I met many students, college students, who were Latinos and were not able to study
their own histories; they were so hungry for identifying
themselves in what they read. I think the idea of taking
students and having them become more critical of their
experiences and allowing them to understand these
experiences as part of a larger story, and as part of a
larger social structure is truly significant. That is one
way to help students develop political and cultural
awareness of what it means for them to be Latinos in
the United States. I think critical thinking is key for

this kind of pedagogy in which decolonization can be
perceived as producing knowledge that has not been
produced before. The whole silencing of our history,
the invisibility of Latinos in the larger United States
history, in the culture, in the arts - all of these things
are very important for us as Latino scholars. That's the
agenda that we have, to actually produce that knowledge and make sure that it is included in what we consider 'official' history. All of this stuff is amazing when
you see students being able to understand these things
in relationship to the greater history. That kind of joy
and satisfaction is really wonderful to have as a teacher
and as a scholar. So I would say that very much part of
the foundation of Latino Studies is to decolonize.

Centro Sin Fronteras
Holds Pilgrimage to
Springfield
Support of Drivers Licenses for
the Undocumented and for
Expungement
Centro Sin Fronteras, a Mexican community-based
organization which has struggled for the rights of
the undocumented immigrants for many years, held
a pilgrimage on Wednesday, March 24 which included a 2-mile walk to the State Capital to demand a
bill that will grant divers licenses to undocumented
workers, as wel I as to demand the reform of the
State's criminal justice system through expungement.
Emma Lozano, director of Centro Sin Fronteras,
stated "It is time for State Legislators to give
undocumented workers, many who already drive
because of their work situation, licenses in the State
of Illinois. We called for this pilgrimage in order to
bring together two burning issues which affect the
Latino and African-American communities."
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··The Impact of U.S. Militarism and
Economic Policies on Women in
the U.S. and Around the World."
On Saturday, March 6, 2003, women from all over
Chicago met at UNITE on 333 S. Ashland to celebrate
International Women's Day. The conference's theme was
"The Impact of U.S. Militarism and Economic Policies
on Women in the U.S. and Around the World."
One of the keynote speakers was Michelle Morales of
National Boricua Human Rights Network. She spoke
about the U.S. colonialism of the island of Puerto Rico
and the treatment of women on the island. In an
attempt to control the population in Puerto Rico, the
United States first tested the birth control pill with
women on the island in the late l 950's. In some towns,
the pills were put into the water systems. When women
gave birth, doctors would tell women that they were getting their "tubes tied" and that the process would be
easily reversible. Instead, these doctors would cut their
fallopian tubes, a process that is not reversible. There
were points in time when whole towns in Puerto Rico
were sterilized.

I am Woman
by Rosa Rios
I am a Woman
and you must understand
I get mad
I get mad
I get mad
because I can't decide
If it is bad
to love someone who
doesn't know where he stands

I am a Woman who must be firm
and I will put it in the lightest terms
I must never lose my principles you see
over something that's not guaranteed
because that will leave me alone

There will be a follow-up breakfast event on April 4, 2004 at
11:00AM at the Puerto Rican Cultural Center, 2739-41 W.
Division, where the discussion about the oppression of
women around the world will continue.

with a lesson that I've already learned
he will never be truly yours, you see
because you are only temporary

Want to join the Union for
Puerto Rican Students?

I am a Woman and I will demand

Call 773.442-4583 or
e-mail us at uprs_30@hotmail.com

That involves, you see, just you and me

Supp•L;•~•~;ri~@(9tl ~

Respect, loyalty and a master plan

To face the struggles of society
And overcome all the stereotypes, the
Mentality of infidelity
And to bring it back to reality ....

2515 W. Division Street
Chicago, IL 60622
Owner: Awilda Lopez and Lillie Ramos
(773) 276-8114

Store Hours: Monday-Saturday 11
am - 6 pm, Sunday 12 pm - 5 pm
10
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I am a woman and I get mad
because I met someone whose wonderful
kind, considerate, attentive, affectionate,
and fine who can never be truly mine.
Rosa Rios, student and Vice-President of Puerto Rican
Student Association at the University of Illinois at
Chicago.

All about being Latina
Sandra Sosa

AU about being Latina
Is etched on my face
Where you can trace
My grandmother's lessons
Of life and love.
AU about being Latina
Is calloused in my hands
From my mother's 24/7 sacrifice
of labor to come home and labor.
AU about being Latina
Seeps from my lips
As I curse out the cobarde
That broke my sister's heart,
Because for all she knew
He had a wife and child in Ecuador
And that's why he couldn't commit.
But nobody would know about these things
From the front cover of a magazine
Behind a curtain of make-up
M.ake-up that covers up our story.

But not because everyone thinks I should.
And that by increasing the population
we're raising warriors
not a welfare generation.
Nobody knows what being Latina is all about
We're not just about big hoop earrings,
Thick lips and thighs with a voluptuous figure
Created just for men's eyes.
We're not just the big brown-eyed-with-a-flower-in-her-hair-child
Repressing her shame of having been stripped
From her innocence in vain!
No, nobody wants to know
That being Latina is being a woman
That has an education
And still is under paid
In a society where women
Are still being raped every minute.
Where women are pitted against each other
In the name of fashion
And young women are dying to get t hin!

But nobody would know about our story
Being Latina is about speaking up to the English professor
From reading the newspaper about another
In the classroom and asking
Battered M.exican woman,
"Why don't we study Sor Juana Inez de la Cruz's poetry?"
Because according to the story she asked for it
Being Latina i s about running for political office
By marrying a drunk and not learning English
To make sure the women in the community have a voice.
So she could achieve the "American so-called Dream"!
Being Latina is about telling my mother
That's it's o.kay to divorce my father
Nobody would know all about being a Latina
Because she doesn't have to put up with it anymore!
Because nobody can hear the sneers
Being Latina is about not leaving any child behind
And snickers of my aunts and uncles
In our community so we can all succeed.
Gossiping about why
Being Latina is about being the backbone of every familY.
I'm not married or never see me with a man
Being Latina is about being a survivor.
a man to please me and
Being Latina is about never giving up.
put my tense existence at ease.
But
nobody knows what we're reallY about,
Please!
Because
we
are
a
reality
transparent in the eyes of the rest
Nobody would think
And
nobody wants to know about that.
That because I surround myself with people
But I'm Latina ...
Doesn't mean that I'm lonelY.
and
so,
now you know.
Nobody understands
That I refuse to pick-up a~er my brother
Because he can do it himself!
Nobody knows
That I feel ignored in the classroom
Because others think I should be learning to use a sewing machine
And not reading about the feminization of poverty.
Nobody would think that
I hang my head low because I'm dreaming
Nobody understands
That I do yearn to have children
1.1.
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Par'Ada
Stefani Gentry-Fernandez
I will open my mouth and my heart
To a room full of strangers
Not caring
If what I have to say
Will offend
Or sound stupid
Or somehow not come out the right way
Or maybe not even show
Exactly how I feel.
I can speak of life
Of love
Of pain
Of dreams
Because it is all
An act.
Me taking on the personality
Of someone who is confident
And brave
Not afraid to bare their soul
To a room full of strangers
Because they know
They would only
Be impressed.
The real me
Sits beside the woman that I love
So much
I consider her
My own life essence
In her hour of need
The times when the perfect word
Or phrase
Or sentence
Or poem
Could bring about the possibility
Of her smile
And stop
Her tears
From
Falling.
It is these times
When she needs me the most
I find myself
Silent
Feeling unable
Awkward
And stupid
No me salen las palabras
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En ninguna
De las dos lenguas.
Before I could write
Of painted orange sunsets
Of love
Where you are so satisfied
Curled into the embrace
Of your love
That you couldn't possibly think
Of a better place to be
Than in your love's arms
In her cold room
In the basement bowels
Of a house that doesn't want you
Even though outside
It is finally May
And there are toasts to be toasted
Even then
You couldn't think
of anything more lovely
More wonderful
More gratifying
Than sleeping in her arms
Or having her fall asleep in yours
Or maybe even
Just to share her bed
Is enough reason
To make that
Your priority.
Even though
This is the love
That I have
A love whose face
Is etched on my eyelids
Appearing every time
I close my eyes
To dream
If only for
One second
Just long enough
For her to appear
A love whose lips
Me dejan tatuajes
Portodo
Mi cuerpo
A love that inspires
Pages of blank journals
Because I only know

How to describe dreams
That have not yet happened
And pain
That I've grown too familiar with
And needs to be healed
Anger that fills me
To overflow over
Onto the ink of my page
I do not know how to write about
A dream realized
A hope fulfilled
A love
That will exist
For all eternity.
So I write empty pages
Away into the night
As you sit alone
Crying.
Maybe someday
I will open my mouth
And floods of empty pages
Will fly out of my mouth
Turning into butterflies
And chocolate cakes
And become all the times
I could have held you
And all of the words
That I never said.
Or maybe someday
When you need me
I will be the person I pretend I am
In front of crowded rooms of strangers
Who fancy themselves compassionate
And I will say every truth you need to hear
To bring your light
Onto your face
And I will die at peace
Knowing with you
That I truly am
A poet.

Stefani Gentry-Fernandez is a queer
Mexican/Irish poet who has recently
earned her B.A. in Latino Studies from
the University of Illinois in Chicago.
She has performed with About Face
Theater, Vagina Monologues, and the
2003 film Urban Poet.

Elvia Alvarado

Words by Leslie Caldero

"Whenever I have these doubts, whenever I start to cry, I put my
hands into fists and say to myself, make your tears into anger, make
your tears into strength," said Elvia Alvarado, a well known
Honduran activist fighting for the injustices that have been put on
her people. She is the subject of Don't Be Afraid Gringo: A
Honduran Woman Speaks From The Heart: The Story of Elvia
Alvarado by Medea Benjamin (1998 ). Today, Alvarado can be compared to the legendary Martin Luther King, Jr. His fights were for
justice and freedom and so are hers. She believes in equal rights for
her people.
She is a peasant leader in Honduras who was taught by the church
to teach other women in the camp about their rights. As she took the
classes that were offered her eyes saw how much the Honduran people were being oppressed. Her mission was to organize groups so
that as a community they could fight the oppressors, the gringos,
that were exploiting them. She fought along side her community as
they stood up for what they believed in, which includes their rights
as human beings. During the time that this book was written, the
Agrarian Law Reform was active. It was a law to help out the people
of Honduras. It stated if a piece of land was not being used it
belonged to the people of Honduras. However, not everyone agreed
with this and tried to stopped Alvarado and her people. The
Honduran community was not going to stand for this injustice.
They resisted peacefully through a series of demonstrations, discussions, and land recoveries. These battles were not simple. The resistors were often put in jail, tortured, or even beaten to death. The
horrible conditions they were put in only made them stronger and
more motivated to seek the justice that was rightfully theirs. Hand in
hand, Alvarado and the Honduran community led missions of land
recoveries with farmers. These farmers would cultivate the land, yet
the landowners and military would stop them. Each day they would
_come back until the land was officially theirs. Again, these recoveries
were done peacefully.
What Alvarado started was the beginning of a social movement that
would change the lives of many people. She is an example of a
woman who has determination and guts. She was not afraid to stand
up to the government. She is continuously fighting for the rights of
her people. She is currently the head of International Relations of
the Union of Rural Workers in Honduras. She speaks on behalf of

the Honduran people that are
experiencing poverty in the
United States. She also is a
member of the Institute for
Democratic Education and
Culture. She lectures about
human rights, land reforms,
globalization, and how others
can get involved to make it a
better place.
Don't Be Afraid Gringo is a
good example of how a community can work together. It is
about stepping in when the
times get tough. Benjamin
wants everyone who reads this
to see that there is still so much
oppression out there, and if we
work together we will surely
make this world a better place
to live.
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Twelve New Courses Proposed to the
Mexican & Caribbean Studies Program
The launching of the Mexican & Caribbean Studies Major is well underway. Important accomplishments include a vibrant collective vision for the major constructed in the first meeting on September
26, 2003, and twelve new prospective courses proposed by faculty members on February 6, 2004. The
courses were announced as part of the third meeting funded by the National Endowment for the
Humanities to create the Mexican & Caribbean Studies Major. The twelve proposed courses are:
•Issues in Latino Education and Implications, collaboratively prepared by Dr. Claudia Rueda-Alvarez, Dr.
Erica Meiners, and Dr. Joaquin Villegas, (School of Education).
•Modern and Postmodern Urban Geographies in Latin America, Dr. Eusevio Rodriguez (Spanish).
•Women in Latin American Liberation Struggles, Dr. Brett C. Stockdill (Sociology).
•Memoria/Memory: Latinas En Acci6n/ln Struggle, prepared by Laurie Fuller (Women Studies) and Dr. Sarah
Hoagland (Philosophy).
•Latin American Philosophy of Liberation, Dr. Sarah Hoagland (Philosophy).
•Sociology of the Borderlands, Dr. Rohan T. de Silva (Sociology).
•Border Jazz: A Socio/Artistic Evolvement, Professor Mayo Tiana (Music Department).
•The Sociology of Latino Music, collectively presented by Dr. Rohan T. de Silva (Sociology) and Mayo Tiana
(Music).
•Regional Geography: Latin America, Dr. Dennis Grammenos, (Geography and Environmental Studies).
•Latina/as Portrayal in Hollywood: Latin America meets Uncle Sam-ha, Dr. George Gerdow (History).
•The Sociology of Latino Identity, Dr. Cristina Gomez (Sociology).
•Latin American Revolutions, Dr. Richard Grossman (History).

At least four additional courses are being prepared by other faculty. These courses are a core component
needed to continue our efforts to construct a major for Mexican Caribbean Studies. An equally important component for the success of this effort is active student involvement. Several students have already
responded with valuable recommendations in designing the major. It was most encouraging that there
was a student representation at the last meeting. We urge a greater number to attend the fourth and
final NEH Funded Meeting to Plan the MCS Major to be held in April 16. Please mark your calendars
and call (773) 442-4793 or email us at mcs@neiu.edu for more information. If you would like to be
added to our list serve please send your request to mcs@neiu.edu as well.
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Forced Adoption
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□ name

Before you're born, your mother, a Christian woman,
gives up your older sister
for adoption,
never speaking of her existence
until you 're 1 7 .
She doesn't even know
whether the daughter was ever homed
or orphaned, left to languish
in white-walled facil ities .

Orisha statues engulf the back shelf
Yemaya falls without provocation
the man eyes the woman and nods toward you
Is that your sister?
She turns to you , gasps and smiles
Must've come here from the same tribe
centuries ago.
I was adopted ,
but aren't we all?

You 're on the subway.
Onome is an Urhobo-American writer and performance artist
from Chicago. She gives workshops throughout the New York
At the opposite end of the car
City area and attends Sarah Lawrence College.
a woman sits
with the same broad, straight nose,
dramatic eyes in need of no makeup, resting on
cheekbones, hollow and high
an erratic hairline with thin,
tight curled strands splayed
like ebony flower petals, twilight against her afternoon skin.
You forget about the library
and the philosophy project due tomorrow.
Getting off at 2 nd Avenue,
you walk a half-block behind her,
all the way up to the botanica on Avenue C
where roosters are rumored scapegoats
in backyard Candomble rituals
Inside the store , candles line the shelves,
every color, every saint
sacred ointments on the front counter,
fragrant incense sticks make you sneeze
Salud, bellows the stout shopkeeper

Successful Event for the Black Caucus
On Friday, March 19, 2004, the Black Caucus sponsored a very successful open mic event in
Alumni Hall. This activity was co-sponsored by other student organizations such as
Chimexla Student Union, Caribbean Club, Union for Puerto Rican Students, the Hip Hop
Club, and Que Ondee Sola. Students like Toby Williams, Oliver Camacho, and Edith Bucio
performed their poetry, along with groups from Batey Urbano, Kumba Lynx, and the Puerto
Rican Student Association of the University of Illinois at Chicago. This is the first of events
that will demonstrate solidarity among various student organizations that relate to each
other's missions. Keep your eyes peeled for UPRS's October 1st event, "In Solidarity: A
Celebration of a Different Kind" that will feature various cultural performance groups and
will be supported by some of the student organizations mentioned above.
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LOpez
I grew up in the small town of
Texas called Los Fresnos. I am
the third of four children. I am
currently studying Fine Art
Photography, Writing/Education
@ Columbia College Chicago.
After finishing my undergrad I
will be getting certified to teach
High School English.
Although my family is from
Chicago we come from a mixed
ethnicity, nationality and general
make-up. Our roots range from
the cities of the United States
Southwest, Mexico, Nuevo
Laredo, San Luis Potosi, Puerto
Rico and many more areas.
The beauty of embracing everything, and everyone, is that we
are something, which is what my
abuelita Vickie 'ama always told
us growing up.
I photograph and create art as a
way to understand things that
are going on in the world, within
my own community and even
withing myself. I create art not
only for myself but with the idea
of sharing with others. If I just
created art for myself it would be
a disrespect for to art and to
other individuals.
A lot of my images continue are
unfinished and I find myself
completing quite a few drafts of
my work. My work ranges from
Social Documentary, still lifes,
and setups in the studio to intimate
portraits of all the beautiful people
that surround me in my life.
I grew up mixed and at the brink of
almost jumping into assimilation. I
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grewing up almost loosing my language, confused about life and people. I grew up confused about myself.
Everyone has something that saves them from themselves. Photography saved me from
myself. If it were not for art, that substance that I (we) craved for in life, I don't know
where I would be right now.
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Nora Castaneda of Venezuela
Women's Development Bank
Nora Castaneda, president of
the Women's Development
Bank
m
Venezuela
("Banmujer"), spoke at NEIU
and at the Puerto Rican Cultural
Center on January 31, 2004, as
part of a U.S. speaking tour on
"Creating a Caring Economy in
Venezuela".
Reaction to Ms. Castaneda's tour
so far has been overwhelming.
Hundreds of people have come
to hear her speak, reflecting high
public interest in the recent
political, economic and social
changes in Venezuela. (At the
Monterrey Summit of the
Americas
President
Hugo
Chavez captured world attention with his proposal to reduce
poverty through the reduction
of military expenditures and
external debt payments.)
Nora Castaneda is an economist
appointed by President Hugo
Chavez to head the Women's
Development Bank when he
agreed to women's demands for
reforms to benefit the poorest
families and communities. Of
African and Indigenous descent,
she is the daughter of a single
mother and has worked on
women's issues all her life. She
was instrumental in drafting the
new Venezuelan constitution,
which opposes discrimination
of all kinds, and is considered
one of the most advanced in the
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world. She says: "We women
won our rights in the constitution. We won Article 88, which
recognizes that housewives create added value and must be
compensated with social security." The constitution guarantees
equality between women and
men in the waged workplace
and gives women heads of
households - 70% of all households - priority in the distribution of unused land and housing. Five million property titles
have so far been distributed.
Breast milk banks have been set
up and one million poor children now receive three free
meals a day in state schools.
Venezuela is the world's 5th
largest oil exporter, yet 80% of
its people, mainly people of
color, live in poverty. In 1998
they elected President Hugo
Chavez to get the oil revenue
back so they could tackle poverty and corruption. In 2002 they
defeated a coup and have carried
on with their reforms.
Ms. Castaneda says: "Microcredit is an excuse to empower
women. We believe that the
economy must be at the service
of human beings, not human
beings at the service of the economy. We want to create an economy based on cooperation and
mutual support, a caring economy. We are not building a bank.

We are building a different way
of life. " Banmujer has granted
40,000 micro-credits to women
across Venezuela.
Ms. Castaneda was accompa~
nied by Selma James, international coordinator of the Global
Women's Strike and widow of
the Caribbean political leader
CLR James, author of "Black
Jacobins", and by Nina Lopez of
the GWS Bolivarian Circle/UK.
*The Global Women's Strike
demands that society Invests in
Caring Not Killing - a change in
economic priorities and the
return of military budgets to the
community, beginning with
women the first careers. Women
in over 60 countries, and men
who support their goals, take
strike action every March 8
(International Women's Day).
The Bolivarian Circle of the
Global Women's Strike has been
supporting the work of grassroots women in Venezuela since
2002.

www.globalwomenstrike.net

Sile11ce
Ananni Mercado
The words are starti115 to flow out of my mind
Like the way you wear the sadness
The sadness in your eyes
The years are starti115 to pile on and memories are floodi115 th.rou5h. my mind
The memories of times left behind
The broken hearts and shattered dreams you fi5h.t to keep but time just wears you down
until you bleed th.rou5h. all your pores and just make you waima scream
Cause noone said times would be like th.is
People come and 50 th.rou5h. your life like the buses th.at pass and leave
What does it all mean? Lord, Please explain! Cause I'm feeli115 a silence that's killi115 me.

Wake Up! Boricua
Ananni Mercado
Wake up! Boricua, open your eyes! Can't you see th.is world is papssi115 you ri5h.t by?
Th.ere ain't no time for bullshit in th.is life!
Wake up! Boricua, can't you see? Mami's tired of picki115 your ass up at county.
D.O.C . What does th.at mean? Department of corrections!? Correct What?
All I see is th.at th.ier fucki115 you up.
It's for the nation, nation of what? Wh.are are your boys?
They 5ot no balls, they can't even accept your collect calls.
Cause if they cared, they would at least come to see you,
But, not me! I'm doi115 someth.i115 for mami!
They call you Shadow, Shadow G, But that's all you see,
Is a shadow of you and me watch.i115 T.V., We need you mijo. Can't you see?
Th.is world wasn't made for you and me, But we all can cha115e these thh15s.
Yeah, you a little li5h.t but we ain't white!
Mami didn't stru55le to 5ive you life, for you to die with.out a fi5h.t!
You say your 501111a chai15e? I hope your ri5h.t, Cause when you 5et out,
It's a bi55er fi5h.t to prove your riah.t.
You th.ink th.at blue suit is cute? All they see is another Spic in the Zoo!
Wake Up! Boricua

Annani Mercado is a Puerto Rican poet and
artist, her art is feature on the back of QOS
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