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rditorial:

Challe11gi11g Ge11trifif:ation
Gentrification is a major force that is affecting the
Puerto Rican community in Humboldt Park right now. In
Reyes's 2003 poetry/hip hop album entitled "My Voice"
(hear and/or buy the album at www.chi-canorican.com),
MC Brave Lord echoes the voices of the community's
present battle with gentrification in the hit song "We
Are. " He flows,

"We Boricuas put up two flags on Division Street/
Here we build community progressively.
Its no mystery/ displacement
still fresh in our memory/
From Wicker to Lincoln/
Don't know what these yuppies are thinkin'.
Humboldt Park the final stand, free the land/
Paseo Boricua is the anchor of the plan.
Prevent gentrification, they thought nobody can/
So I'm 'a make sure this message travels when the
mic is in hand."
This rap is extremely pertinent to the situation that the
Puerto Rican residents of Humboldt Park are once again
being faced with. It speaks to the reality of those battling dominant, colonial powers. Brave Lord 's verse
hints at the importance of paying heed to the collective
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memory of a people displaced time and time again.
Evidently, gentrification has not and does not come
without a fight. And for the Puerto Rican community in
Chicago, actively participating in the resistance of
these imposing forces means that many victories are
right around the corner.
Like many Que Ondee Sola editions before, this issue of
QOS documents what we have been doing along side our
brothers and sisters in el barrio. QOS members and
supporters have helped fundraise for community-based
programs, have been fortunate enough to travel all over
the states, as well as meet and work along side some of
the most remarkable stateside and island Puerto Rican
activists and students in the last couple of months.
QOS continues to present the community's current
events on our pages. It is our way that we can fulfill our
duty of linking the university to the community, and vice
versa. Once again, as you read about the challenges
that we are faced with on a daily basis, we strongly urge
you to rise up and get involved. Right now is a prime
time to change our lives as well as the lives of those
around us. So, get involved and be an agent of positive
change!

Que Ondee Sola is published at Northeastern Illinois University. The opinions expressed in Que Ondee Sola do not necessarily reflect those of the
Administration. Responsibility for its contents lie solely within the staff.
We appreciate al l suggestions and contributions.

Contact Que Ondee Sola
5500 N. St. Louis Chicago, IL 60625
E-041 • 773.442.4583
queondeeso Ia@hotmai I.com
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Combating Gentrification in Humboldt Park
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Return to El Barrio:

Home and Hope in Humboldt Park
Michael Rodriguez Muniz, former editor of Que Ondee Sola
If we Puerto Ricans know anything, we know the
pain of forced migration and displacement, as constant movement defines the last sixty years of our
experience. The Puerto Rican diaspora, created
through the massive migration of Puerto Ricans to
major US cities, has lived in a state of being constantly uprooted, though not without resistance. In
Chicago, Puerto Ricans have been moved to and
from countless areas, gentrified out of home and
community. Of all the major Puerto Rican communities- Humboldt Park (as defined by Puerto
Ricans, which by the way includes the western
most part of West Town)- is the only one that
remains. Lincoln Park, Wicker Park, and much of
Logan Square have succumb to gentrification,
while today in Humboldt Park, Puerto Ricans
struggle to avoid such a fate.
It is fittingly so, that the last enclave, Humboldt
Park, is the quintessential heart of the Puerto Rican
community. Without much room for disagreement, the history of Puerto Rican Chicago is tightly interwoven with this area, and it is strengthened
greatly by five decades of collective memory and
struggle. So we declare what history books have left
out as we document our own testimonies upon the
streets of our barrio. We recall 1966 when Division
Street became aflame as Puerto Ricans forced a city
to take notice- police brutality, poverty, poor
schools, slum housing, and discrimination would
not be tolerated. Suddenly, Puerto Ricans and
Humboldt Park became a seemingly inseparable
entity. In the following decades Puerto Ricans continued to root themselves in the area, building
institutions, organizations, schools, and a vibrant
Boricua cultural life. Every June thousands of
Puerto Ricans gather in el parque for the Fiestas
Patronales; since 1977, after the second Division
Street riots, our community parade-the Puerto

The issue was and is not a supposed
essentialization of Puerto Ricans and
Humboldt Park, but rather the
essentiality of reclaiming space
so as to preserve the right of
present and future generations
to home and hope.
Rican Peoples Day Parade-was founded. Twentyseven years later the parade is an ever-expanding
tradition and continues to bring hope as we welcome back los Boricuas to El Barrio.
Close to our heart is 1995, a most significant year.
That year, on January 6, through the inauguration
of Paseo Boricua, Puerto Ricans once again made
public what they had known for decades in private- Humboldt Park is home. The transformation of Division Street into our very own "pedaci-
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to de patria" was a historic, yet living tribute to the
Puerto Rican "presence and persistence" in
Humboldt Park. The issue was and is not a supposed essentialization of Puerto Ricans and
Humboldt Park, but rather the essentiality of
reclaiming space so as to preserve the right of present and future generations to home and hope.
Gentrification tthreatens our preservation of these
rights. Increasingly, our Puerto Rican community
is being pushed out of home in every sense of the
word. Thanks to the incredible work of our grassroots organizations, elected officials, and residents,
hope has not yet been lost. Out of struggle, our
community has come together- principally
through the efforts of the Puerto Rican Agenda,
NNNN/HPEP, PRCC, and Alderman Billy Ocasioto ensure a Puerto Rican future in Humboldt Park.
Opportunities now exist to come back to El Barrio,
to open a Puerto Rican business, to buy a home, or
to eat some of the best Puerto Rican food in the
cit :,r. In particular, Paseo Boricua is alive with
Puerto Rican-owned bodegas, art galleries, music
and l ,ookstores, performance spaces, restaurants,
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barbershops, and more. Not surprising, in her first
visit to Chicago, Governor Sila Calderon stated
that every Puerto Rican should make a pilgrimage
to Paseo Boricua.
Without pause the struggle for home and hope has
been the central characteristic of the Puerto Rican
reality in Chicago. Gentrification and displacement
have plagued every expression of community built
by Puerto Ricans. One expression remains.
Humboldt Park, El Barrio, is that home which we
have vigorously reinvented, and in the process, have
reinvented what it means to be Puerto Rican. Like
home it must be supported and defended, and like
hope it cannot be let go. jBoricua, regresa al Barrio,
regresa a su casa! Humboldt Park awaits you!
Author's Note: With utmost love, I dedicate this
article to my late mother, Nellie B. Muniz, who
recently passed away. She was my inspiration, a quiet
builder of home and hope. She will be greatly missed
by all she touched.
Mother, may you rest in peace ... thank you for your
strength, vision and, most of all, your love.

In Celebration and Honor of

Nellie
B.
Muniz
a wonderful mother, sister,
daughter, grandmother, aunt, cousin,
niece, friend and activist
Nellie's life journey began
in Lares, Puerto Rico where
she was born to Antonio &
Felicita Muniz on Nov 3,
1945. She was raised in
the town of Castaner along
with her two brothers,
Antonio Jr. (Tony) and
Albert, until her parents
migrated to Chicago in the
early 1950s. In 1957, she was happily reunited with her
fam ily in Chicago where she studied, worked , worshiped
and later married. After marrying in 1969, Nellie began
the next facet of her life - motherhood.
Nellie became a mother to Yvette in 1971, to Cindy in 1974
and to Michael in 1978. Later as a single Puerto Rican
mother, Nellie faced many hardships and challenges struggles which she ultimately overcame. Her small family
of four grew in 1997 when Cindy married Pablo Espinosa,
and later became a proud abuela to Mia and Alex.
In addition to working tirelessly throughout her life, Nellie
had an insatiable appetite for learning and bein
knowledgeable about world affairs. Most recently,
she was quite active in Chicago's Puerto Rican community,
participating in a wide-range of events, rallies,
and marches in support of Puerto Rican issues.
Nellie was an exceptional human being - easily described
as - beautiful, strong, intelligent, selfless, dynamic, analytical, loyal, proud, honest, and loving. Anyone privileged
enough to meet her was impacted by her presence, especially her blue-green eyes, smile, wit and infectious humor.
On June 23, 2004, Nellie B. Muniz lost her battle to cancer.
She has left us with a fertile ground of memories and
hopes. Her example challenges us to one day emulate her
courage, sacrifice, and dedication. She will be greatly
missed by her family, friends, and community.

Youth Organize:
''Return to El Barrio''
Jonathon Rosa
On Saturday,
June 5, dozens
of
Puerto
Rican youth
leaders from
throughout
Chicago gathered at the
Puerto Rican
Cultural
Center to strategize in preparation for the campaign encouraging Puerto Ricans to "Come Back to
El Barrio." While the campaign will be an ongoing
project, the Fiestas Patronales and the Puerto Rican
parades served as an initial opportunity to present
this campaign to the public on a large scale.
The young leaders who took part in this organizational meeting represented an array of community
continued on page 35

La Juventud Organiza:
''Regresa al Barrio''
Jonathon Rosa
El sabado 5 de junio del 2004, docenas de j6venes
lideres puertorriquefios de la ciudad de Chicago se
reunieron en el Centro Cultural Puertorriquefio
para planificar una campafia que promueva el
regreso de los puertorriquefios al Barrio (Regresa al
Barrio: Este es tu casa). Aunque la campafia es parte
de un poyecto en proceso, las Fiestas Patronales y
las Paradas Puertorriquefias, serviran como un
media inicial para presentar dichas camapafias al
publico en general.
Los j6venes lideres que formaron parte de esta
reunion representan un conjunto de diverso
proyectos y organizaciones. A pesar de las respectivas diferencias entre los participantes, se logr6
continued on page 35
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Community and ff ldermen Defend Historic "Crucifix ion"
mural, lllall must Come Down!
On Friday, June 4th for more
than four hours, community
residents, mostly young people and organized by Batey
Urbano, picketed on the corner of North and Artesian to
save the oldest Puerto Rican
mural in Chicago.
For the past three years, the
community under the leadership of Near Northwest
Neighborhood
Network
(NNNN), Alderman Billy
Ocasio (26th Ward), and
Alderman Manny Flores ( 1st
Ward) have been in negotiations with the developer of
the parcel of land located on
the above corner. This developer, disregarding the historical significance of the mural,
and driven by greed has not
negotiated in good faith.
Currently, the property is
undergoing a process of condemnation. Ignoring city regulations, as well as the community's expectations, the
developer has insisted on
building condos to cover up
the mural.
The combined efforts of the
community, the aldermen
and the city were able to stop
the continuing building on
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the lot. The 14th District Police Department also has the order
to arrest anyone caught trying to build anything on the lot.
The Puerto Rican people's history will not be erased by greedy
developers or speculators; our community and its elected officials will defend our historical legacy.

Students and
community
members protest
the destruction
of the oldest
Puerto Rican
mural in
Chicago.

La Comunidad y las Consejales Def ienden el ffistorico
mural "La Crucifixion"
El muro tiene que ser derribado!
Por mas de cuatro horas el
viernes 4 de junio, residentes
comunitarios, en su mayoria
j6venes organizados por el
Batey Urbano,
piquetearon en
la esquina de
North
y
Artesian para
salvar el mural
puertorriq uefio
m as VleJO de
Chicago.
Durante
los
pasados tres afios, la comunidad, junto al liderato de la
red del Near Northwest
Neighborhood
Network
(NNNN),
el
consejal Billy
Ocasio
(26
Ward) y el conSTOP WORK ORDER 6/o'j/
CITY OF CHICAGO
1/L /Of
sejal
Manny
DEP,\RTMliNT OF BUILDINGS
Flores
( 1st
Pursuant to Section 13~ 12...()80 of the ~,1umcipal Code of Ctucago. it hereby
Ward)
han
estaordered 1/tar all c1J11structiu11 work cease immediately at:
14:LS- 4!. Nocth Av
do en negociafor violation of the follow mg scction(s) of the Chicago Building Code:
ciones con el
m1.:010
6'if",.," 111,.;.,,_p ,,.ik
desarrollador
11·11·0Ul
t!,,,/.e- u,1,, liPfl s
yt:in
i>/
de la parcela de
tierra en la
esquma antes
menc i o n ada.
1,

,~-

o.,J,r""~

~ ...-

A-;- - : ~ oontirwing :.\.k:h ~Oii i. in '\'tOfal!OU of lht~ Older
bf' pno,<11tN t,o the ful/esf M ffnl IIU 1o......
~4:\1.1.).: T f'.
'

Menospreciando la importancia hist6rica del mural, y guiado por la avaricia, el desarrollador no quiso negociar de
buena fe. Actualmente la
propiedad se encuentra en un
proceso
de
condena.
Ignorando las regulaciones de
la ciudad y las expectativas de
la comunidad, el desarrollador insiste en construir condominios para tapar el mural.
Los esfuerzos combinados de
la comunidad, el consejal y la
ciudad han podido parar la
continuaci6n de la construcci6n en la parcela. El
Departamento de la Policia
del Distrito 14 tambien ha
hecho una orden de arresto
para cualquiera que intente
construir en este espacio. El
muro que tapa parte del
mural debe ser derribado.
La historia de la gente puertorriquefia no sera borrada
por la avaricia de los desarrolladores y los especuladores;
nuestra comunidad y sus oficiales electos defenderan nuestro legado hist6rico.
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Interviews / Gentrification
This piece is about the historical displacement of a people. It is about my personal
quest to engage participants in the process of contextualizing their experiences. It is
my way that I can contribute t o the struggle of the people. Here I am able to document what I hear from people that displacement affects the most.

By the 1950's Puerto Ricans began the migration
to the United States in search of the ''American
Dream." Many of them traveled to places like
New York City and Hawaii. More specifically, and
more relevantly to this piece, Puerto Ricans also
came to Chicago to work the steal mills. They
lived in the areas of 95 th and Commercial
Avenues, Pilsen, and what is now the Gold Coast.
By the 1970s, United States inner cities were
home to people of color and were becoming both
cultural enclaves and centers for resistance to
oppression, racism, and police brutality. Now,
Chicago has the nation's second largest Puerto
Rican population and according to many,
Humboldt Park is a "model community."
Paseo Boricua, located in Humboldt Park, is a
mile-long stretch located on Division Street
between California and Western Avenues. For
over forty years now Humboldt Park has been a
center for political action, cultural creativity, and
consciousness building based around issues that
need to be addressed, like education, repression,
colonialism, poverty, and violence. Back in 1966
uprisings and rebellions broke out, all over the
city of Chicago.The rebellions were a way for
young people of these neighborhoods to say that
they were not going to be oppressed and abused
any longer.
Some might say that displacement like this is
racist and has no good implications for the future
of communities that have cultures and histories.
Some might say that gentrification, the process of
displacement, is a good thing and will benefit all
community residents. I have even heard com-

I

10 Que 011dee S11la

ments that highlight gentrification as inevitable,
something that cannot be challenged or not
worth challenging.
Because the Puerto Rican residents are once again
staring into the deep eyes of displacement I wanted to know how residents perceived all of the
development in the area and how they felt about
it. I decided to speak to people that were not necessarily involved in the economic planning of the
community. I was able to speak to several people,
but I will only mention one here.
The young man that I spoke to, whose name I
have changed to protect his identity, was Pablo
Ruiz, a young Humboldt Park resident who felt
that when a neighborhood changes economically
and ethnically, it is being changed by a different
group of people who can either be rich, poor,
black, or white.
His experience with gentrification has been nothing but depression and sadness. "My family has
been gentrified from Lincoln Park to West Town
to Humboldt Park. Its been unfair to them . I
n ever thought I would go through what
Humboldt Park is going through right now."
Ruiz's sadness about gentrification comes from
hearing stories from his family members and seeing them packing their belongings to move to
other neighborhoods. He remembers that the
landlords would give his family only a couple of
days notice before bringing up the rent.
"Humboldt Park is being gentrified but I think

the majority of the people are not educated on
how gentrification hurts Puerto Ricans.
[Gentrification] is not going to help us economically. Its kind of like a put down. Its hard going
through all of these changes, both good and bad."
I asked Ruiz to elaborate on what was so bad
about all of the changes in the area. "Condos and
white people are coming into the hood. It's bad
because they're going to take over buildings that
we live in, put up the rents, and move us out.
Then yuppies who can afford it then move in and
we move out."
Ruiz echoed the sentiments of many other Puerto
Ricans in Humboldt Park. There seems to be a
collective idea about the process of gentrification,
which is only natural after having been displaced
time and time again. The process of gentrification typically begins with young artists who move
into a low-income neighborhood looking for
cheap rent. Small businesses, coffee shops, stores,
and boutiques then follow because they are
appealing to these artists. Ultimately, young
urban professionals (also known as yuppies)
move in to the neighborhood, remodeling and
rehabilitating homes and apartments. The whole
process leads up to surging property taxes, in
which groups with low per-capita incomes, like
Puerto Ricans, can not afford. In the last ten
years, Humboldt Park has been hit with these
high property taxes and long-time residents
moved out to some of Chicago's nearby western
suburbs.

to be educated about the process of gentrification. Shortly after these interviews, a program
called The Humboldt Park Participatory
Democracy Project (HPDP) began, an effort to
dialogue with community residents about gentrification, provide them with information and
resources, and get them involved with the variety
of activities in the community. Soon after HPDP
the Puerto Rican Cultural Center also came out
with its first news publication called "La Voz de
Paseo Boricua," which highlights all of the
accomplishments that are happening m
Humboldt Park.
There have been many efforts to challenge gentrification, whether people are familiar with them
or not. There needs to be a continued discussion
around the issue of gentrification and how it
affects communities of color, as well as continued
action to challenge the forces of gentrification. In
Humboldt Park, gentrification is being challenged at just about every way that it possibly can.
I do feel that Humboldt Park is a model community. I am positive that through time people will
have better understandings about the work that is
going on there.

Ruiz's solution to stopping gentrification is getting people educated. "Kids need to stop dropping out of school and stop joining gangs because
it doesn't help out people." He felt that Paseo
Boricua is just a strip of a street and that work
should not just be concentrated on Paseo
Boricua. "We need to do work in the hood where
people actually live."
Residents in Humboldt Park feel that they need
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I woke up one morning
to the noise of construction
I Looked out my window
and could not believe
the destruction
It was that very morning

that everything had changed
the block we used to Live on
had rearranged
As I walk down what used to be my hood
I don't recognize the young urban faces
I wonder what happened to the bodegas
and shops that were our very own cultural spaces
What happened to the people that Look Like me
the ones who can relate to my lived experience, you see
cause this is very important for my Puerto Rican identity

What do yuppies know about being Puerto Rican
What can Bandera a Bandera possibly mean to them?
I know what it means to us, it means that
we want our Puerto Rican people to feel at home
We want our Puerto Rican people to stay on Paseo Boricua
where they belong
because this is a space that the Puerto Rican
people have created so we can have a place to call our own
So you yuppies can take your Starbucks and your condos and Leave us alone
And Paseo Boricua's message to Puerto Ricans who have been displaced is
Come back to el Barrio, Return Home.
Rosa Rios, student of UIC

I
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Taking Ownership, Once Again
On Saturday, May 15th, community residents as well as members of the Humboldt Park Participatory Democracy project
were a part of the community clean-up. With brooms, shovels and sheers in hand, residents were able to reclaim their
yards and community gardens from the overgrown weeds,
tangled garbage and disheveled walkways.
Students from Pedro Albizu Campos High School also played
a key role in keeping the community clean. From flag to flag,
the students focused on Paseo Boricua encouraging the
business owners and residents to take a minute and clean in
fro nt of their store or their building. Described as "a success" by many, several residents are looking forward to the
next com munity clea n-up.

Fortunately there is much the Puerto Rican community and all
the residents of Humboldt Park can do. Here is j ust a few:

I. Support all the business in Paseo Boricua- eat,
buy, and participate!
2. Do not sell your building.
3. If you must move, stay in Humboldt Park.
4. If you are a Puerto Rican/Latino student at
NEIU bring your skills back to the community
and return to El Barrio.
5. Contact the Participatory Democracy Project,
participate in building communitychibateyurbano@hotmail.com.

I
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Sila Calderon ffve. an Pasea Baricua:
HOest Organized Puerta Rican Community in US"
In front of the up and coming Paseo Boricua
Apartments - a fifty-nine unit housing complex
of Hispanic Housing and a part of the affordable
housing initiative by Alderman Billy Ocasio and
the Puerto Rican Agenda - and many Puerto
Rican community residents, elected officials, and
intrigued supporters, gathered on the corner of
Campbell and Division to welcome the
Honorable Governor of Puerto Rico Sila
Calderon. The event on the morning, June 12,
2004 was specially arranged to name Campbell
Street after Hon. Governor Sila Maria Calderon.
During the presentation, as the crowd waved
their Puerto Rican flags, Mayor Richard Daley
acknowledged Paseo Boricua as the gateway to
the Puerto Rican community, where people can
truly get to know about Puerto Rican culture, history and identity. His statements about
Humboldt Park and Paseo Boricua as being an
"historic Puerto Rican com m unity" were met
with enthusiastic and positive responses from the
crowd.
Continuing in the pos1t1ve spirit, the Hon.
Governor Calderon expressed her pride in our
community's efforts here in Chicago by acknowledging the leadership of Alderman Billy Ocasio.
She stated that our community was "the most
organized Puerto Rican community in the United
States." In addition, she gracefully accepted her
recognition by stating that the dedication of the
street was something that she would cherish for
the rest of her life.
The event included a brief trolley tour of Paseo
Boricua and ended at the Institute of Puerto
Rican Arts and Culture, where, amidst the delicious Puerto Rican food and beautiful Puerto
Rican atmosphere, her statements during the day
were crucial for us all to hear. Her most important statement was that Puerto Ricans in the
United States have an extremely important role to
play with the Puerto Ricans in Puerto Rico.
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ffve. Sila Calderon en Paseo Boricua:
Hla comunidad puertorriquena mejor organizada en las EEUU"
Frente al gran solar que pronto sera el sitio de los
Apartamentos Paseo Boricua, un complejo de
cincuenta y nueve residencias de Hispanic
Housing y parte del Iniciativo del Affordable
Housing por el Concejal Billy Ocasio, mas la
Agenda Puertorriqueiia, un gran numero de residentes , oficiales de la comunidad, y entusiasticos
partidarios se reunieron en la esquina de Western
y Campbell para dar la bienvenida a la Honorable
Sila Maria Calderon. Mientras la muchedumbre
ondeaba sus banderas puertorriqueiias, el Alcalde
Richard Daley reconocio el Paseo Boricua coma
la puerta a la comunidad puertorriqueiia, donde
la gente puede verdaderamente conocer la cultura, historia e identidad puertorriqueiia. Su
comentario respecto al Humboldt Parky el Paseo
Boricua coma una "comunidad puertorriquenna
historica" recibio un aplauso fuerte.
Siguiendo en este espiritu positivo, la Honorable
Gobernadora Sila Calderon expreso su orgullo en
nuestra comunidad puertorriqueiia aqui en
Chicago por reconocer el liderazgo del Concejal
Billy Ocasio en, coma ella dice, la comunidad
puertorriqueiia mejor organizada en los Estados
Unidos. Ademas, de manera muy elegante, ella
acepto el reconocimiento diciendo que la dedicacion de la calle era alga que ella apreciaria por
el resto de su vida.
El evento incluyo una breve gira por el Paseo
Boricua en un "trolley" y termino en el Instituto
de Artes y Cultura Puertorriqueiia, donde entre la
deliciosa comida puertorriqueiia y el bello media
ambiente borincano Sila Calderon cerro el evento bromeando que iba a mudarse a Chicago para
postularse coma gobernadora de Illinois.
Lo que ella planteo durante este dia fue de suma
importancia para todos nosotros. Sabre todo era
su tesis que los puertorriqueiios en los Estados
Unidos tienen que jugar un papel extremamente
importante juntas con los puertorriqueiios de la
isla.
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Commonwealth of Puerto Rico Governor
Honored at Unveiling of Sila M.
Calderon Avenue in Chicago
July 11, 2004, Chicago - Today Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico Governor Sila M. Calderon was honored
by the City of Chicago and Alderman Billy Ocasio
(26th Ward) with a street named in her honor. Sila
M. Calderon Avenue is located in the heart of
Chicago's Puerto Rican neighborhood-a community
that is more than 150,000 strong-and runs through
Humboldt Park.
"I am honored by this gesture from the City of
Chicago and Alderman Billy Ocasio and I am particularly proud that the street bearing my name is located in such an important and historic neighborhood
for the Puerto Rican community," said Governor
Calderon. "This neighborhood, its people, its Puerto
Rican-run businesses, its renovation projects and its
celebration of Puerto Rican culture make me feel as if
I am right at home in Old San Juan."
Alderman Billy Ocasio said, "This street is a tribute to
Governor Calderon's long-standing commitment to
public service and her historic efforts to improve
quality of life for so many needy communities in
Puerto Rico."
As Governor, Calderon's most ambitious and successful initiative has been The Special Communities
Project of Puerto Rico which helped more than one
million citizens living in 686 impoverished neighborhoods break the cycle of poverty by successfully
empowering residents and by investing more than $1
billion in housing and infrastructure. Calderon also
led a successful effort in working with the Bush
Administration to bring an end to the U.S. Navy
bombing of Vieques. In addition, Calderon has
solidified the Island's economic development, drug
control, public education, child abuse prevention and
tourism programs.
On the mainland United States, Governor Calderon
launched what has become the nation's largest and
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most successful nonpartisan, Hispanic-targeted voter
registration and education program, which has registered more than 250,000 Hispanics including over
30,000 in Chicago in less than two years. The campaign titled "jQue Nada Nos Detenga!" ("Let Nothing
Stop Us!") aims to empower Puerto Ricans and
Hispanics across the nation by encouraging them to
become civically engaged in their own communities.
Governor Calderon is in Chicago as a Golden Plate
Award recipient at the 2004 Academy of Achievement
Summit. The Academy of Achievement is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the education and inspiration of youth. The prestigious annual summit is an
international gathering of scholars and celebrities to
honor academic excellence.
The Puerto Rico Federal Affairs Administration,
which serves as the mainland offices of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, operates 12 regional
community outreach offices in Boston, Chicago,
Cleveland, Hartford, Houston, Los Angeles, Miami,
New York City, Newark, Orlando, Philadelphia, and
Springfield, Mass. and is headquartered in
Washington, D.C.

New York Case Tests Lawyers'
Rights •1n Terror Cases
Gail Appleson
New York, June 21 (Reuters) - A
controversial case pitting a lawyer's
freedom to represent clients
against what many see as a Bush
administration attempt to chip
away at civil rights in the name of
fighting terrorism will go to trial
this week.
The prosecution of Lynne Stewart,
a well-known New York civil rights
lawyer, has triggered an uproar
among American defense attorneys who say it represents a dangerous strike against a lawyer's
ability to fully represent a client.
"It strikes deep into the hearts of
lawyers everywhere," said Jeffrey
Fogel, legal director of the Center
for Constitution Rights.

Jury selection in the case is expected to conclude on Monday with
opening statement set to begin on
Tuesday.
The charges allege that, after 1997,
Stewart helped Abdel-Rahman
violate prison restrictions aimed at
stopping him from passing on
communications that could result
in violence. The measures restricted his access to mail, the media,
telephones and visitors.
Among the allegation is that
Stewart told a Reuters reporter in
2000 that the cleric had withdrawn
his support for the Islamic Group's
cease-fire in Egypt.
'DEPLORABLE CONDUCT'

"It is an extraordinary attack on
the legal system because it attacks
the independent voice of lawyer
and the cherished right for attorneys to have confidential conversations with their clients," he added.

While many lawyers are critical of
the case, some say Stewart is no
heroine. Sherry Colb, a Rutgers law
professor, wrote an article last year
saying Stewart is accused of communicating an order to kill people.

Stewart is accused of breaking the
law by helping her imprisoned
client, Sheik Omar Abdel-Rahman,
a radical Muslim cleric, communicate with the Islamic Group.
Prosecutors say the group is a terrorist organization that sees the
cleric as its spiritual leader.

"This is deplorable conduct, " she
wrote," It further brings shame to
a profession that depends on
lawyers ' ability to remember that
no matter what anyone says of us,
we are not and must never become
hired guns."

Abdel - Rahman is serving a life
sentence after being convicted in
1995 of urging followers to bomb
U.S landmarks.

But others say Stewart was carrying out her pledged duty to defend
her client and that evidence against
her, which attorney client confidentiality.

They also believe the 64 - year old Stewart, a familiar figure in
New York courts, is being singled
out because she has a reputation as
a left - leaning lawyer and political
activist who has represented
unpopular clients.
"No doubt they wanted to target
her because of her clients," Fogel
said, adding that the case might
scare other lawyers from taking
terrorism - related cases.
Gerald Lefcourt, a past president of
the National Association of
Criminal Defense Lawyers, said
those who do take such cases
might not be as zealous as they
should be.
"It is already having a chilling
effect," he said explaining that
lawyers who take terrorism cases
fear their conversations will be
intercepted by the government and
thus will not have frank discussions with their clients.
"What's the point of having an
attorney if you can't have confidences," he said.
AlertNet news is provided by
The Freedom Archives
522 Valencia Street
San Francisco, CA 94110
(415) 863-9977
www.freedomarchives.org
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Puerto Rican People's Day Parade
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The Preparation with Batey Urbana, L.U.C.ff.E. and the nnnn Yffl

Building frames for puppets

Union for Puerta Rican Students Cut Out the Teeth
and the Puerta Rican People's Day Parade
Weeks before June 19, 2004 students from
NEIU's Union for Puerto Rican Students
excitedly prepared props and visuals for the
club's float in the Puerto Rican People's
Day Parade. They were able to design signs
and banners that correlated with the rest of
the floats in the parade and the parade's
theme "Return to El Barrio: Humboldt
Park is Home." The members of UPRS felt

that it was also crucial
to make signs that depicted their stance on
the United State's
continued on next page

I

June 2004 19

~7th ffnnual Puerto Rican
People's Day earade
photos
Aljandro Molina

I
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Encuentro Boricua ~004
More than 350 Puerto Rican
activists from throughout the
United States came together on
May 21-22, 2004 for the historic
Encuentro Boricua 2004, held at
Hostos Community College in the
Bronx. These were two days of
intense discussions and emotions,
with defining the future of the
Puerto Rican Movement being the
central task. This national conference focused on the future of
stateside Puerto Ricans and their
commumties. This particular
reunion began an important dialogue with the Puerto Rican delegation to the US Congress and
generated ideas to advance the
Puerto Rican initiative.
Among the extraordinary act1v1 ties was a panel called "Puerto
Ricans and the Broader Latino
Agenda: The Views from our
Congressional
Delegation."
Moderated by veteran journalist
Juan Gonzalez, this panel included
Congressman Luis Gutierrez from
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Chicago and Congresspersons Jose
Serrano and Nydia Velazquez from
NYC. The session was historic
because,
as
Congressman
Gutierrez explained, this was the
first time that the three had
appeared together in the same
program outside of Washington,
DC since being in office.
This congressional panel was followed by a PowerPoint presentation by political scientist Angelo
Falcon of the Puerto Rican Legal
Defense and Education Fund, Inc.
(PRLDEF) on the socio-demographic status of the Puerto Rican
community.
The afternoon opened with
regional sessions, in which the particular issues raised in the morning session were discussed from a
local perspective. This included
the discussion of possible strategies to bring attention to some of
the major issues affecting stateside
Puerto Ricans.

The closing plenarysession, which
was chaired by Giovanna Negretti
of Boston, Massachusetts, received
reports from each of the Regional
Sessions. Jose E. Lopez, Executive
Director of the Puerto Rican
Cultural Center in Chicago and
NEIU professor, closed the conference by articulating the importance of Puerto Rican initiative in
building a national Latina/o
Agenda. Three resolutions were
unanimously passed for consideration by the conference sponsors,
which were 1) opposition to the
war in Iraq, 2) support for the
reconstruction of Vieques, and 3)
support for holding an Encuentro
Boricua 2005 in Hartford to support next year's reelection campaign next year of Eddie Perez, the
first Puerto Rican Mayor of that
city.

En Encuentro 0oricua ~004
Mas de 250 activistas puertorriquefios de todos los Estados Unidos
se reunieron el 21 y 22 de mayo de
2004 para el historico Encuentro
Boricua 2004, llevado a cabo en el
Hostos Community Collage en el
Bronx en la ciudad de Nueva York.
Estos dos dias fueron unos llenos de
discusiones intensas y emociones,
teniendo como tarea central el
definir el futuro del movimiento
puertorriquefio. Esta conferencia
nacional junto activistas nuevos y
viejos, y comenzo un dialogo importante con la delegacion puertorriquefia del congreso de los Estados
Unidos, a la vez que genero ideas
para adelantar el movimiento puertorriquefio.
Parte de esta conferencia fue un
evento extraordinario, el panel
"Puertorriquefios y la amplia agenda
latina: puntos de vista de nuestra delegacion congresista". Moderada por
el veterano periodista Juan Gonzalez,
este panel incluyo a los congresistas

Luis Gutierrez de Chicago, Jose
Serrano y Nydia Velasquez de Nueva
York. Este panel fue historico pues,
como bien el congresista Gutierrez
apunto, esta fue la primera vez que
los tres se han presentado juntas en
un mismo programa fuera de
Washington, D.C. desde que
entraron a sus respectivos cargos.
Luego de este panel de congresistas,
el cientifico politico Angelo Falcon
del Puerto Rican Legal Defense Fund
(PRLDEF) hizo una presentacion
sabre el estado socio-demografico de
la comunidad puertorriquefia.
El segmento de la tarde comenzo con
sesiones sabre problematicas de
alcance regional desde la perspectiva
local. La discusion incluyo estrategias posibles de accion.

Centro Cultural Puertoriquefia,
quien cerro la conferencia, se pronuncio acerca de la importancia de la
iniciativa puertorriquefia para construir una agenda nacional latina.
Los auspiciadotes de la conferencia,
Iniciativa Boricua, aprobaron unanimemente tres resoluciones para
consideracion. Tales son, uno, oposicion a la guerra en Irak, dos, apoyo a
la reconstruccion de Vieques, y tres,
apoyo a llevar a cabo el proximo
Encuentro Boricua 2005 en la ciudad
de Hartford.
Este proximo
Encuentro se llevara a cabo a luz de
la campafia de reeleccion de Eddie
Perez como el primer alcalde puertorriquefio de dicha ciudad.

La plenaria de cierre, facilitada por
Giovanna Negretti de Boston,
Massechusetts, sintetizo reportes de
las sesiones sabre discusiones regional-local. Jose E. Lopez, director del
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Centro Sin Fronteras
Celebrates ffnnual Rudy Lozano Dinner:
Launches Familia Latina Unida Campaign
On Saturday, June 12th QOS
attended
Centro
Sin
Fronteras's
annual
Rudy
Lozano Dinner. The speakers
were
Commissioner
Maldonado, Alderman Solis,
Reverend Coleman, Emma
Lozano, and Jose Lopez, who
spoke about the importance of
building Latino unity based on
legalizing the undocumented
and cleaning up Vieques,
Puerto Rico.
In support of Centro Sin
Frontera, people of the Familia
Latina U nida attended the
activity as well. Their campaign seeks to multiply the
effects of each individual
Latino voter. In other words,
within this campaign, those
who can vote must vote for the
whole pueblo-those with or
without legal documentation.
They want to send a signal to
the Latino community that our
voice must be heard in this
next election. "We have chosen a "Cuentro Sin Fronteras"
way to send that signal."
This summer volunteers will
register 4,000 new voters.
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Volunteers
will
identify six thousand
registered
voters concerned
with the Latino
agenda for legalization, driver 's
licenses and justice
for the people of
Vieques.
Volunteers will identify an
additional 10,000 of Latinos
who are unable to vote because
of their citizenship status.
In September 2004, three
asambleas will be held in different areas of the community,
in which all those who were
identified will be invited to
celebrate. Those with papers
and without papers will vote
side by side in the asamblea on
the issues and the candidates
of the 2004 elections. Then we
will ask all those who can vote
to represent the vote of the
Asamblea on election-day.
Volunteers will continue to
work to "get out the vote" on
election-day.
The members of Familia
Latina U nida · campaign are
keeping their hearts and minds

on the recent, cruel deportation
of Maria Benitez on Mother's
Day 2004. Her husband
Rodolfo can vote and he must
vote for Maria and their three
children.
The Familia Latina Unida is
also stressing the unity
between the Puerto Rican and
Mexican community in this
campaign. Remember, those
who live on the island of
Vieques, suffering from the
damage done to thier homeland by the U.S. military, are
citizens but cannot vote for the
President of the United States
who will be the one deciding
the future of their island.

Dan Stern:

Your Memory Will Always be Dear to Us
Many in Chicago's Puerto Rican community, particul arly, the mem bers of the Union
for Puerto Rican Students (UPRS) and Que Ondee Sola (QOS) are at a loss to
explain their feelings upon learning of the death of Dr. Daniel Stern. Dr. Stern was
a sociologist, but more importantly, he was a political activist who lived a life of
internationalism.
For more than three decades, Dan Stern was one of the most important voices in
solidarity with the struggle for Puerto Rico's independence and right of self-determination, for the release of the Puerto Rican political prisoners and against the
U.S. government's repressive policies towards independentistas; for the removal of
the U.S. Navy from Vieques and for the defense of Puerto Rico's environment
threatened by U.S. corporations. During those more than thirty years, there was little that happened in Chicago's Puerto Rican community in which Dan Stern was
not involved in. He was a staunch supporter of students rights, particularly those
of the Puerto Rican, Latino, and African American students. He fought many battles on campus alongside the students of UPRS and Chimexla. He was there for Proyecto Pa'Lante, for the defense of
Pl-Albizu-Zapata Center, for the establishment of a Puerto Rican and Mexican history line, for hiring of Latino faculty,
for the creation of the Mexican-Caribbean Minor and for many other issues of educational equity on campus.
Dan Stern served
many years as a
faculty advisor both
for the Union for
Puerto Rican
Students and Que
Ondee Sola, when
few faculty would
even consider it. For
this we will be eternally grateful to
him.
Dan, we will surely
miss you-but la
luta continua with
"un hombro meno"
(one shoulder less),
as the brilliant
Puerto Rican poet
Consuelo Lee
Corretjer once
wrote.
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UIC Lectures in the Community Series:
"Teaching in the Age of Globalization and Difference"
The renowned educator, Dr.
Antonio Darder presented a
chapter from her latest book,
Reinventing Paulo Freire: A
Pedagogy of Love, entitled
"Teaching in the Age of
Globalization and Difference"
on Saturday, June 5 at Hispanic
Housing. This lecture was part
of the UIC Lectures in the
Community Series, sponsored
by the Latin American Latino
Studies Department.
Dr. Darder, a Puerto Rican
woman who has taught at
Claremont University and at the
University of California at
Irvine, is presently a Professor in

the School of Education at the
University
of
Illinois
at
Champaign-Urbana. Her book
seeks to celebrate the legacy of
the noted Brazilian educator,
Paulo Freire. In the lecture, Dr.
Darder developed the themes of
racialized class divisions and the
need for teachers to engage students and parents in a dialogistical process to remake education
in the age of globalization. She
also spoke of the importance of
developing a de-colonizing pedagogy to confront the growing
hegemony of neo-liberal ideology. Following the lecture, a
dynamic
dialogue
ensued
between Dr. Darder and the 50

people who participated. Dr.
Antonio Darder received an
award from the American
Educational
Research
Association for the above publication; as one of the four outstanding books in circulation
from 2001-2004.

Serie de Conferencias en la Comunidad de UIC:
La Diferencia y la Enseiianza en la Era de la Globalizacion"
11

La renombrada educadora, Dra.
Antonia Darder, present6 un
capitulo de su ultimo libro titulado: Reinventing Paulo Freire:
A
Pedagogy
of
Love
(Reinventando a Paulo Freire:
Una Pedagogia del Amor). El
capitulo : "Teaching in the Age
of Globalization and Difference
(La Diferencia y la Ensenanza en
la Era de la Globalizacion)," foe
presentado el sabado 5 de junio
en el edificio Hispanic Housing.
Esta conferencia es parte de la
serie de conferencias en la
comunidad de la Universidad de
Illinois en Chicago (UIC), auspiciado par el Departamento de
Estudios
Latinoamericanos
(Latin American Latino Studies
Department) .
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La Dra. Darder es una mujer
puertorriquefia que ha sido catedratica en la Universidad de
Claremont y la Universidad de
California en Irvine. En la actualidad es profesora en la
Facultad de Educaci6n de la
Universidad de Illinois en
Urbana-Champaign. Su libro
presenta el legado del renombrado educador brazilero Paulo
Freire. En su presentaci6n, la
Dra. Darder habl6 sabre temas
relacionados a la division etnicoracial, clase econ6mia social y la
necesidad de las maestros en
comprometer a las estudiantes y
a sus parientes en un proceso de
dialogo para redisefiar la educaci6n que acate las demandos
de la globalizaci6n. Present6

ademas la importancia de desarrollar una pedagogfa de descolonizaci6n para confrontar la creciente ideologfa neoliberal. Una
vez terminada la presentaci6n, la
Dra. Darden se enfrasc6 en un
dinamico dialogo con alrededor
de 50 participantes de la conferencia.
La Dra. Antonio Darder recibi6
un premio de la American
Educational
Research
Association par su publicaci6n,
la cual se encuentra coma una de
las cuatro publicaciones mas
destacadas circuladas entre las
afios 2001-2004.

TV's Racist Depictions of Puerto
Ricans in the Puerto Rican Day
Parades Erika Abad
On Monday June 7'1, Frances Aparicio came to the
Batey Urbano as part of UIC's Lectures in the
Community series, to discuss the racist images that
have historically been used to depict the Puerto
Rican Day Parade and Puerto Ricaness throughout
the media. She started with the second to last episode
of Seinfeld, in which Puerto Ricans retaliated against
Kramer because he stomped on a Puerto Rican flag
that he mistakenly set on fire. Aside from disrespecting the Puerto Rican flag , the characterization of the
Puerto Ricans' response as being senseless and moblike reflects the media's constant attempt to criminalize Puerto Rican nationalism. As seen in other programs on television and different forms of media,
Puerto Rican pride is constructed as unreasonable,
illogical and incomprehensible.
These images have proven to be problematic.
Aparicio pointed out specific examples of how these
images have been internalized television viewers
everywhere. One woman who appeared on a Geraldo
Rivera show advocating for the Central Park, New
York City rape victims made an inaccurate connection between the sexual assaults and Puerto Rican
men by noting, "We all saw the Seinfeld episode ... "
So, not only are Puerto Rican men portrayed as
uncontrollable and irrational, they are also seen as
ravenous sex fiends. These stereotypes, racist depictions, and unfounded associations were also discovered in an episode of Law and Order where Puerto
Ricans and other Caribbeans and Central and South
Americans were over sexualized, criminalized, put on
trial and found guilty of crimes that they may or may
not have committed.
Francis Aparicio, Director of the Latin American and
Latino Studies Program at the University of Illinois at
Chicago was able to thoroughly engage the responsive audience. The space's occupancy pushed its limits while community members and students alike
stood attuned to her exceptional analysis.
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munecas:
Puerto Rican Rag Dolls
The rag dolls cannot compete in
beauty pageants. Many do not
consider them beautiful because
they are rustic and inexpensive, or
because their embroidery and
their painted complexions are not
sophisticated or because many are
black and suggest the mystery of

their ritual uses. Moreover, their
corpulent bodies are languid and
do not possess the qualities of
something fashionable.

affection that result in a distinct
beauty: the rag doll transformed
into a popular expression of creativity.

Fortunately, other people realize
these dolls are transformations of
the imagination, the skill and the

When our grandmothers were little girls, rag dolls breathed life into
the make believe of their games.
Those simple and sometimes
rough dolls possessed bodies that
were the result of domestic recycling from: the residual pieces of
cloth left over from the mother's
work who sewed the household
clothing; the grandmother who
prepared the bassonet of the next
grandchild on the way; the seam stress who toiled to finish the
dozens of pieces for which the
commissioner would stop by to
collect; the worker inclined over
her sewing machine in a poorly-lit
factory. The grandmother-girls
learned how to make their own
dolls and when the passage of time
made them mothers, they passed
on this artesanry to their daughters and later on, to their granddaughters.
That artesanry was much more
than a textile skill: it was an
expression of the struggles of
Puerto Rican women transformed
into historic memory.
It continues to be so. Moreover, it
is enriched with the beauty and
the mystery of other dark- com plexioned rag dolls, with long
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munecas
Puertorriqueiias
Las mufiecas de trapo no pueden
desfilar en concursos de belleza.
Mucha gente no las considera hermosas porque son nisticas y
baratas, o porque a sus bordadas o
pintadas facciones les falta sofisticaci6n, o porque muchas son
negras y exhiben el misterio de sus
usos rituales. Ademas, sus cuerpos

en una belleza distinta: la belleza
del trapo convertido en creatividad popular. Cuando nuestras
abuelas eran nifias, las mufiecas de
trapo animaban las invenciones de
sus juegos. Aquellas mufiecas sencillas ya veces asperas tenian cuerpos procedentes del reciclaje
domestico de los residuos textiles

nada sabre la maquina de easer en
una fabrica mal iluminada. Las
abuelas nifias aprendieron a hacer
sus propias mufiecas y cuando el
tiempo las hizo madres le pasaron
la artesania a sus hijas y luego a sus
nietas. Esa artesania era mucho
mas que una destreza textil: era un
rastro de las luchas de las mujeres

blandos, abultados y languidos no
po seen los necesarios estiramien tos del modelaje

que sobraban del trabajo de la
madre que cosia la ropa de la casa,
de la abuela que preparaba el
canastillo del anunciado pr6ximo
nieto, de la costurera que se afanaba por terminar las docenas de
piezas que pasaria a recoger el
comisionista o de la obrera incli-

puertorriquefias convertido en
memoria hist6rica.

Afortunadamente, otra gente sabe
que estas mufiecas son transformaciones de la imaginaci6n, la
destreza y el carifio que culminan

Todavia lo es. Ademas, se
enriquece con la belleza y el misterio de otras mufiecas de trapo de
piel tela muy oscura, traje largo
con pantaletas y enaguas, pafiuelo
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dresses, petit coats, skirts, and
handkerchiefs on their heads,
and a predilection to the colors
red and black, which were found
in the houses of the common
people. These were the enigmatic
ladies who were valued and
employed by those who sought
protection from the world of the
dead. Some black dolls were for
good luck, while others were
used for witchcraft.
When the Puerto Rican people
found themselves confronted
with the so called progress of
industrialization, the historic
memory contained in the artisanry was considered of little
importance and thus, the rag
dolls disappeared as inferior and
the new plastic dolls flooded the
market in mass production .
Popular creativity was considered
backward and the rag dolls, the
wood carved saints, the panderos
de plena, and the gourd vessels
were found to be more shameful
than sources of pride.
When the Puerto Rican people
realized that industrial materialism was a threat to their values
and culture, they supported the
initiatives of the Institute of
Puerto Rican Culture and joined
in a concerted effort to rescue
forgotten artisanry converting
them into manifestations of the
wisdom of the people and profound expressions of a shared
memory. Thus the rag dolls were
brought to the artisan fairs and
the people looked at them with a
renewed sense of cultural appreciation.
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en la cabeza y predilecci6n par el
rojo y el blanco que se encontraban en las hogares de la gente
comun. Eran las enigmaticas
madamas, apreciadas y atendidas
par las que buscaban la protecci6n del mundo de las muertos.
Otras mufiecas negras eran para
la buena suerte y otras mas para la
brujeria.
Cuando el pueblo boricua se
encontr6 con un progreso llamado industrializaci6n, la memoria
hist6rica contenida en las artesanias se consider6 poco importante y asi las mufiecas de trapo se
despreciaron coma inferiores a las
nuevas mufiecas plasticas de
identica producci6n masiva. La
creatividad popular era un asunto
de atraso y las mufiecas de trapo,
las santos tallados, las panderos
de plena y las vasijas de higtiera
eran cosas de bochorno mas que
de orgullo.

3rd Annual La Casita de Don Pedro
Monthly Artisans Market
La Casita de Don Pedro, a project of the Puerto Rican Cultural Center
located at 2625 W. Division St. is hosting its 3rd Annual Artisan's
Market. The market will feature some of the best local Puerto Rican arts
and crafts in Chicago. There will also be a special presentation of traditional children's stories like Juan Bobo from Puerto Rico. For more
information on La Casita contact Angel Fuentes at (773) 342-8023 or
visit www.prcc-chgo.org.

Cuando la gente puertorriquefia
se dio cuenta de que el materialismo industrial era una amenaza a
sus valores y cultura, apoy6 las
iniciativas del Instituto de
Cultura Puertorriquefia y se uni6
a un concertado esfuerzo par
rescatar las artesanias de! olvido,
convirtiendolas en manifestaciones de la sabiduria del pueblo y
expresiones profundas de una
memoria compartida. A si las
mufiecas de trapo fueron traidas a
las ferias de artesanias y la gente
las mir6 con un renovado sentido
de aprecio cultural.

Market Dates- Saturday
July 17
August 21
September 5-Fiesta Boricua (Sunday)
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Journey to the Basque:
Lourdes Lugo
International Gathering of
Political Prisoners
France.
The
Basques are known
as one of the oldest
civilizations
on
earth, speaking one

During the week of May 19-23,
NEIU student Enrique Salgado Jr.
and NEIU alumn Lourdes Lugo,
representing the National Boricua
Human
Rights
Network
(NBHRN)
Chicago
chapter,
attended
an
International
Conference on Political Prisoners.
More than seventy-five guests
from four continents attended the
event. The majority of the attendees were former political prisoners or political refugees who were
persecuted either during the
Franco regime in Spain, the
Pinochet Dictatorship in Chile, or
the Ayatola Khomeine regime in
Iran. NBHRN group was invited to
represent the last Puerto Rican
political prisoners being held in
US prisons: Oscar Lopez Rivera,
Carlos Alberto Torres and Antonio
Camacho Negron.
The conference was held in Spain's
Basque Country, which is located
in the northern region of Spain
and the southern section of
34 I Que Ondee Sc,la

of
the
oldest
1 a n guages recorded in human history:
Euskera. There are approximately
four million Basques in five
provinces; 700 Basques are imprisoned for their political beliefs or
affiliations. About eighty-five percent of those in prison are between
the ages of 17-25. During the government of Arnaz (who recently
lost the elections to PSOE), with
the support of Judge Garzon, every
legal venue available for the
Basques to demand their independence from Spain was made
illegal. This justified indiscriminate incarceration of any person
who believes in the full sovereign ty of the Basque people.
After four days of discussion, the
attendees agreed on several resolutions, one of which included the
immediate release of the remaining Puerto Rican political prison-

ers in the US. (This document will
be published once it is finalized
and translated into the 40 different
languages of the participants of
the Conference). In addition to the
conference, our representatives
from
Chicago participated
in the welcoming of
one of the Basque
Political
Prisoners
who was released on
May 22, 2004, after
serving 17 years. They
also marched (with
more than 22,000
demonstrators according to the local press) demanding
the independence of the Basque
country.
Finally, the NBHRN representatives from Chicago felt that it was
an ,honor to be in the company of
such distinguished individuals,
who in spite of torture and the
duration of their incarceration
expressed their deepest commitment in denouncing human rights
violations against political prisoners. Their clarity of conviction was
refreshing. Not one of these former political prisoners regretted
his time served, and all were ready
to do it again if it were necessary.

Call fir Youtli Participants
The Batey Urbano/NNNN
Youth Action Team is happy to
announce this years Batey
Technology Summer Program.
We are looking forl5 youth
between the ages of 13-21
from Humboldt Park to participate in this summer initiative. The program will include
workshops in: media production (video/radio ), graphic
design and layout, web design,
poetry- spoken word and hiphop, as well as a special
Saturday mural workshop.
There will also be activist art
workshops around stencil
making, silk screening, puppet
making and culture jamming.

As part of building youth leadership there will also be a section around participatory
democracy which will include
workshops on door knocking,
surveymg, and organizing
exercises.
Students will not only participate in weekly workshops but
will also work on four final
projects which include a cd of
their poems and flows, poems
and articles highlighted in the
Humboldt
Park
Youth
Resource Guide, a web page
showcasing the skills they
learned, and the creation of a
mural which will be presented

Michael Reyes

in August as part of the Fiesta
Boricua celebration.
Students must show an interest in community building
and organizing, a general
interest in the arts and technology or would like to learn
more about the arts and technology. They must be available
from 11 :30-4:30 MondayThursday from July S'h August 27 th as well as available
when necessary and when
needed. All students must
submit a one-page essay on
why they would like to participate in the Batey Tech
Summer Program.

Youth Organize Retum to El Barrio

La Juventud y Regresa al Barrio

projects and organizations. Despite these diverse
commitments, participants sought to establish, and
in some cases re-establish, common ground on
which to stand, so as to synchronize efforts toward
organizing and initiating the campaign. As participants offered stories of individual and familial
struggles against destructive social forces like as
gentrification and socioeconomic inequity, it
became evident that there was a sense in which
these narratives could be contextualized within a
larger collective memory and shared history. With
this in mind, it is important to recognize the ways
in which these young people, in seeking to construct and affirm their history as a group, are realizing the potential for community change and
resistance. This summer's efforts will be the group's
first public steps toward this type of change. It will
surely be exciting to watch as the campaign takes
shape in the coming months and beyond.

establecer y organizar una agenda comun. A
pesar de que los participantes presentaron
los problemas que enfrentan sus familias en
su diario vivir, se hizo evidente que estos
temas reflejaron sus luchas, sus preocupaciones socioecon6mias e hist6ricas de la
comunidad. Con esto en mente, es importante reconocer la forma en que estos
j6venes estan tratando de reconstruir y
reafirmar su historia como pueblo, y
simultaneamente ofrecer un cambio positivo que beneficie la comunidad mediante la
promoci6n de un pensamiento critico y de
resistencia. Este verano se realizaran esfuerzos en publico para realizar estos cambios
en la comunidad. Seguramente sera interesante observar el deasarrollo de esta campafia en el transcurso de tiempo a corto
plazo.
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United States, Clean Up Vieques Now!
Yvonne Nieves
After sixty years of military
practices, the United States
government must clean up the
Navy's toxic mess in Vieques,
Puerto Rico. Craters and toxic
elements have destroyed
Vieques' ecosystem. The
island's residents have developed and died from rare illnesses that are directly linked
to heavy metals. Vieques'
ancient artifacts are at risk for
being permanetly damaged as
a result of the toxic waste.
Because the United States has
ownership over Puerto Rico
and its smaller islands the
United States government has
the ultimate responsibility to
clean up its toxic waste. All of
these reasons prove it is necessary that the United States government take acco untability
for cleaning up Vieques.
Craters and toxins have nearly
ruined Vieques' ecosystem and
its natural resources have been
violently stripped away. Its
mountains have been showered with aerial bombs that
contain napalm, something
that the United States Navy
admitted to in 1993 and is a
major violation of United
States federal law. " ... the
mountain sides facing the
Caribbean Sea are crumbling
due to the bombing, causing
subsequent erosion and sedimentation of the seagrass beds
and coral reefs."' The island's
tropical waters and beaches
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have been pounded and polluted with torpedoes while the
testing of harmful explosives
turned the green island into a
barren desert. Left over bombs
have leaked depleted uranium
into the ocean and soil that
supplies water and food to the
island's fauna and residents.
Some of the toxic elements
that have been found in
pineapples, chili peppers,
squash leaves, manioch, and
other vegetation include
cobalt, maganese, lead, arsenic,
vandium, zinc, and other
heavy metals. In a study done
by the National Marine
Fisheries Service, the crabs that
birds and island residents feed
off of contain "eighty times
more cadmium than in normal crabs from the shores of
the U.S." 2 Similarly, the "cadmium level in the body of the
crabs from the bombing zone
surpasses the Level of Concern
according to the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration." 3 On
June 10, 1999, Governor Pedro
Rosello of Puerto Rico submitted an eight-page letter
describing in detail the how
many laws the United States
Navy broke, including a report
of the discharge of more than
6.6 times the legal limit of
arsenic and 105 times the legal
limit of lead into the island.
Between 1985 and 1999 the
Navy submitted thirty reports
on cadmium levels. Many violations reached 240 times the

maximum allowable limit, and
none were within the permit
level.
In the second place, many of
Vieques' residents have developed and died from rare diseases that are linked to the
Navy's toxic mess. Because of
it, Vieques has a high cancer
rate and residents hold a great
number of health problems.
One doctor was said to have
testified that there were five
new cancer cases in 1999.
Metal debris that was used for
target practices spread a variety of toxic materials through
the air. This caused Vieques
residents to be at very high risk
for developing cancer. During
the 1980's this risk reached
26.9%. Like cancer, mortality
rates in Vieques are extremely
high. The infant mortality rate
of 24.5% in 1990 exceeds that
of Puerto Rico, which is was at
an average of 13.4%.
Equally important, artifacts
found at archeological sites in
Vieques are at risk for being
permanetly
damaged.
Archeologists have found that
Vieques was home to some of
the oldest pre-Columbian
inhabitants. 4 They also found
artifacts made of amethyst,
turquios, jadeite in a site called
La Hueca. In time, the radiation and depleted uranium
detected on Vieques can
destroy other artifacts and

human fossils if something is
not done by the United States
government.
Finally, the United States government has held on to the
country of Puerto Rico as a
colony for over one hundred
years. The U.S. Navy occupied
Puerto Rico's smaller, inhabited island of Vieques (or "La
Isla Nena") between the years
of 1941 and 2003 in order to
perform military practices. In
1941, the United States invested nearly thirty-five million
dollars in building the training
grounds on three-fourths of
Vieques's fifty-two square
miles. "Until 1998, the U.S.
Navy generated an average of
$80 million/year renting out"
the surrounding waters of
Vieques."5 In Novemer 2003,
after a visit to Vieques,
Congressman Joseph Crowley
stated, "if Congress could
assign billions of dollars to the
reconstruction of Iraq, then
the
decontamination
of
Vieques is no less than a moral

obligation." 6 These figures
show that the United States has
the financial capacity to fund
decontamination projects on
Puerto Rico's smaller island. As
Congressm an Crowley stated,
the United States has a responsibilty to clean up the toxic
mess in Vieques.
It is evident that the United
States government must clean
up the Navy's toxic mess in "La
Isla Nena." Craters and toxic
elements have devastated
Vieques's ecosystem . The
island's residents have been
fatally affected by the heavy
metals that are present in
Vieques's natural resources.
Dangerous toxins have the
potential for ruining ancient
artifacts fo und in Vieques's
archeological sites. Because the
United States has ownership
over Puerto Rico and its smaller islands, the United States
government has an obligation
to clean up its toxic waste. All
of these reasons and more
demonstrate that it is crucial

for the United States government to clean up Vieques.
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Washington, D.C. Vieques Summit
On Saturday, May 15'\ 2004 a small group from
Chicago (including representatives from National
Boricua Human Rights Network (NBHRN), Cafe
Teatro Batey Urbano and Que Ondee Sola attended a Vieques summit in Washington, D.C. Panelists
for the conference included Comite Pro Rescate de
Vieques, Todo Puerto Rico Con Vieques, and
NBHRN. Students of QOS were able to speak, perform their poetry, and offer their time in assisting
with the set up. Toward the middle of the day, conference participants were divided into groups that
discussed topics pertaining to the current status of

Vieques, including
the decontamination of toxic waste,
devolution, sustainable
economic
development, and
health on the island.
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Saving Vida/SIDA
Ballets de San Juan visit
Puerto Rican Community
Que Ondee Sola and Latinos
United for Changing Higher
Education (LUCHE) were
excited to be a part of the
Ballets de San Juan, an extraordinary event that was able to
fundraise over $40,000 for
Vida/SIDA, a community
organization that has recently
lost 75% of its funding due to
national budget cuts. Our
efforts in selling tickets at the
registration table, serving delicious Puerto Rican food, and
ushering people to the 600
seats that were filled in the
Roberto
Clemente
High
School auditorium was a complimentary part of a well
organized attempt to both
mark a historical occasion and
save a much needed community space.
June 18, 2004 marked the 50th
anniversary of the Ballets de
San Juan, a unique Puerto
Rican ballet ensemble that
fuses Puerto Rican cultural
expressions with classical ballet. Founded in 1954 by
renowned ballet pioneer Ana
Garcia, the Ballets de San Juan
have since traveled the world
performing before crowds in
Peru,
Mexico,
Cuba,
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Dominican Republic, Italy, and
Spain. According to the Ballets,
one of their principle achievements " ... is a Puerto Rican
repertory developing original
choreographies based on our
cultural heritage, including
original music commissioned
to our contemporary composers framed by the work of
Puerto Rican set and costume
designers."
The Ballets de San Juan's 50th
anniversary performance coincided with the fundraising
effort of the "Campaign to
Save Vida/SIDA." Vida/SIDA's
multi-year contract with the
Centers for Disease Control is
coming to an end and funding
will not be renewed. Situated
in the heart of Chicago's
Puerto Rican community on
Paseo Boricua, and given the
fact that Puerto Ricans face
disproportionately high rates
on several indicators of health
and especially HIV, the community space is given that
much more significance. For
ten years, Vida/SIDA has
served thousands of individuals with vital health and wellness services, distributed free

safer-sex materials, provided
preventative
information
about HIV/STDs and HIV onsite and mobile testing and
counseling. The event on June
18th, although successful in
several ways, was just the
beginning of our efforts in this
campaign.

If you are interested in helping
or giving a donation, call
Vida/SIDA at (773) 278-6737.
M11ke checks payable to
Vida/SIDA-PRCC and send
them to Puerto Rican Cultural
Center 2739-41 W. Division
Street, Chicago, IL 60622.

Health-care Disparities
Plague Hispanics
According to Christine Arma rio of The Miami Herald, Hispanics are more likely to suffer from chron ic diseases and
have less access to health care than non-Hispanic whites, panelists said at the kick-off for a series of nationwide
conferences Thursday in Miami Beach . "We're dying of some of these diseases because we're not getting the treatment," said Elena Alvarado, executive director of The National Latina Health Network, the conference sponsor. "If we
demand to have
programs that will reduce the health disparities, we will be on our way." The Network, a nonprofit Hispanic healthcare advocacy group, is hoping to draw attention to the disadvantages Hispanics face in combating preventable
diseases such as HIV/AIDS and Type 2 diabetes.

Among the data presented:
• Hispanics are 1.5 times more likely to develop Type 2 diabetes than non-Hispanic whites.
• Hispanics account for 19 percent of the estimated 40,000 new HIV infections each year although
they make up 14 percent of the U.S. population
• Among Hispanics ages 18 and older, 64.7 percent of men and 56.8 percent of women are overweight
• Diseases of the heart and stroke are the leading cause of death for Hispanics. Nearly a quarter is
plagued by high-blood pressure.
• Thirty-seven percent of Hispanics are uninsured, compared to 16 percent of all Americans. Other ethnic
minorities are plagued by similar health-care disparities, if not worse.
• Among the risk factors contributing to the higher percentage of Hispanics affected by chronic
diseases is a lack of access to health care and Spanish-language materials.
• The large disparity between the percentage of Hispan ics with health insurance and their according
to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
• While 73 percent of non-Hispanic whites receive med ical insurance through their work,
only 43 percent of Hispanics are covered by their employers. (The Miami Herald, 06/15/04)
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Empty Box/Urban Poet
Pretty Sara

July 24

Mi Puerto Rico

Aug. 14

Aberlardo's Table

Sept. 11 Puerto Rican Cinema
For more information call (312) 742-7549
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