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Editorial
Plantando Semillas

words Michael Reyes Benevides

In this edition of QOS we hope to plant seeds of resistance and growth. We have dedicated our pages to
the Plantando Semillas event, examining the importance of the Latino and Latin American Studies Minor.
It has been a long road with many challenges and many more to come but we hope this issue will serve as a
gage to examine what the LLAS Minor is all about, what services are provided for Latino students and faculty
at NEIU and what is still needed to service Latino students on campus. As part of this issue we have worked
with NEIU students as well as a host of professors and faculty. In a joint effort QOS has also work with Dr.
Jose Lopez's Puerto Rico and the Caribbean class to put together this edition of QOS. As we prepare to enter
into the Spring semester we should ask ourselves is NEIU serving us as a "Hispanic Serving Institution?" And
if not what can we do to make sure it does?
In order to be proactive, QOS has co-sponsored the Plantando Semillas event with the hope of truly
transforming NEIU's Latino and Latin American Studies Minor into a Major. We envision that with the
student support of groups like UPRS, ChiMexLa, the Spanish Club and the LLAS Club that we will be able to
see much needed changes and support not only for the minor but also for the Latino population at NEIU.
Please use this QOS as a tool, we have included very informative articles from what classes you need to
declare the minor to what support networks exist on campus such as Proyecto Pa'lante, ENLACE, and El
Centro.
We have also included in this edition a special world AIDS day insert with facts and information
concerning HIV and AIDS in the Latino community. And also in this is, where you can go for testing and or
treatment.
We hope that this QOS and the December 8th event will be the stepping stones to larger victories for
students on campus. We plant these seeds with the hope that we may have a quality education not only for us
but those who have yet to grow.
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MISSION
Que Ondee Sola is a 33 year old Puerto Rican/latina/o monthly
student magazine. Our mission is to provide our .eampus with a
. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - relevant and engaging publication that deals with student issues,
particularly those of Latinos and issues that are of importan.ee to
our .eommunities. Que Ondee Sola .eontinues to affirm the right of
Puerto Rican seU-determination.
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From the Past to the Present:
Connectini a History of Latino
Student s ruggle at N ~!~:telRadr'guezMumz
The author is a former editor of Que Dndee Sola, currently a graduate student in UIC's Sociology Department.
Latino students at Northeastern Illinois University have
a distinguished history of student struggle dating back
to the early 1970's. This formative stage took place long
before most of NEIU's current student body was there.
Close to 35 years ago Latino students, largely composed
of Puerto Rican and Mexican youth from Chicago
barrios, chose to establish student groups that would
give an organized and concerted voice to their concerns
and issues.

Another project envisioned by Latino students was
the creation the Mexican/Caribbean Studies Program.
From its inception to just months before the hire
of the current coordinator in 2001, Latino students
maintained the program alive, despite periods of
intense attack and sadistic abandonment by the
administration.
In recent years, for a number of reasons we do not
have the space to discuss, NEIU became concerned
with state of its "Latino" program, and since then
has invested both time and money in developing a
competitive program. This past summer its name
was changed to the Latino and Latin American
Studies Program. While the program's name has been
changed, its integrity has not. Students are resolute.
The program, they insist, must be rooted in its history,
which grew out of the need of Latino students to
study their history, culture and realities, both in their
homelands and in the diaspora.

From this wellspring of activism, the Union for Puerto
Rican Students (1971), Que Ondee Sola (1972), and
ChiMexLa ( 1975) were founded . It was this generation
that bravely fought against openly racist university
pol_icies and the departments and administrators
who upheld them. They fought, and won impressive
victories such as the establishment of Proyecto Pa'lante
and El Centro, which helped increase our numbers
on campus. Beyond that, Puerto Rican and Latino
professors were hired thanks to the demands of these
student organizations, which were also deeply rooted in
community struggles.

As the Latino and Latin American Studies Program
makes it transition in the near future from a minor
into a full-fledged major, it is important to reflect,
remember and most importantly respect the role of
the Latino student movement at NEIU. Without the
vocal determination of the students of UPRS, Que
Ondee Sola, ChiMexLA, much of the possibilities
being discussed today throughout campus would not
be taking place. For that reason, we must insure that
students have every possible avenue to participate in
the construction of this program. Thus far, program
coordinator Victor Ortiz has remained steadfast in this
commitment.

This relationship between student activists and
community struggles ensured that student leaders
maintain a broad perspective. In other words, to keep in
mind that challenges faced by Latinos at the university
were part of larger (colonial) challenges faced by Puerto
Rican, Mexican, and as many of them would say, other
"Third World Peoples."
Ever determined, students actually organized a Puerto
Rican Studies line in NEIU's History Department.
This may surprise current students, considering that
Puerto Rican History is as common to that department
as good news is to the current Bush administration.
In a year or two, NEIU can celebrate a decade without
offering Puerto Rican history.

As a graduate of this university, who proudly minored
in the Mexican/Caribbean Studies Program, I must
echo the sentiments of the many students I shared with

Continued on page 15
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5tuu1es Program
Mission Statement

The Latino and Latin American Studies Program (LLAS) of Northeastern Illinois University
provides students with academic and experiential opportunities to foster a comprehensive
understanding of Latinos and Latin Americans in their relationship to each other, the United
States, and the world. LLAS builds on NEIU's commitment to diversity and community
partnerships. The program strives to combine classroom learning and active involvement in
the community.

Why take latino and Latin American Studies Courses?
The Latino and Latin American Studies Program is an interdisciplinary academic unit
that fosters the development of multicultural leaders with a focus on Latino and Latin
American constituencies, their contributions, and their conditions. While the Program's
focus is Latino and Latin American issues, LLAS is not only for Latino and Latin American
students. The Program is guided by and inclusive vision that acknowledges the relation of
Latinos and Latin Americans within multicultural and global societies. It offers courses
that are conceptually far reaching for the student's intellectual, civic, and professional
advancement.

For more information or advising contact Victor Ortiz
Program Head of Latino and Latin American Studies
Latino and Latin American Studies Program
Classroom Building Room 2083 & 2086
5500 N. St. Louis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60625-4699
(773) 442-4793
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CourtSJ!S you neest to rt_c;eive the

La 1no ana_ Lattn
.
American Stucl1es Minor

In order to receive a Latino Latin American Studies Minor 9 hours of electives are required
in at least two departments from Latino and Latin American Studies and cross-listed courses. The minor consists of three required courses plus three electives. Electives can be either
from LLAS courses or cross-listed course , which are printed below. There is a wide range of
courses offered in the cross listed courses crossing many departments!

Step 1
Declare the minor and be sure to take the three core classes

llAS Minor Requirements: c1 a credit hnurs1
LLAS 101 Introduction to Latino and Latin American Studies (3 hours)
LLAS 201 Culture & History of Latinos (3 hours)
LLAS 301 Field Seminar in Latino and Latin American Studies (3 hours)

Step2
Take three elective courses or a combination of cross lissted courses

Latino and Latin American Studies Courses
LLAS 101 Introduction to Latino and Latin American Studies
LLAS 201 Culture and History of Latinos
LLAS 224 The Chicano Movement
LLAS 225 Puerto Ricans and the Caribbean
LLAS 301 Field Seminar in Latino and Latin American Studies
LLAS 312 Introduction to the Barrio
LASS 345 Race, Class, Gender and Latinos
LLAS 350 Topics in Latino and Latin American Studies
Continued on next page
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Cross listed Courses for the Minor
Anthropology
ANTH 221 Peoples of South America
ANTH 225 Peoples of Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean
ANTH 250 Latin American Archeology
ANTH 366 Mexican American Community and Change
ANTH 374 The Maya
Leadership and Development
ELAD-EDFN 205 Education and Society: A Global Perspective
ELAD-EDFN 314 Social Issues in Educational Settings
English
ENGL 382 Chicano Literature
ENGL 365 West Indian Literature (Discovery of the Caribbean Islands)
Foreign Language (Spanish)
FL-SPAN 329 Introduction to Spanish American & Spanish Literature
FL-SPAN 330 La Cultura Hispanoamericana Atraves de-Ia Musica
FL-SPAN 331 Hispanic World Culture
FL-SPAN 332 Generacion de 1898
FL-SPAN 333 Contemporary Spanish - American Novel
FL-SPAN 352 Puerto Rican Literature
FL-SPAN 354 Spanish American Literature to 1988
FL-SPAN 356 Realism and Naturalism in Spanish American Literature
FL-SPAN 358 El Modemismo
FL-SPAN 364 The Spanish-Americans of Chicago
FL-SPAN 365 Spanish-American Seminar
FL-SPAN 409 Seminar in 20 th Century Spanish/American Literature
Geography and Environmental Studies
G&ES 302G Regional Geography: Caribbean
G&ES 302U Regional Geography: Mex-America
G&ES 302X Regional Geography: Latin America
G&ES 347 Gentrification & Urban Redevelopment*
G&ES 348 Latino Metropolis
History
HIST 332B U.S . Foreign Relations
HIST 333 American Ethnic History
HIST 350 History of Brazil
HIST 351 History of Central America and the Caribbean
HIST 352 History of Puerto Rico

QOS Det:emher 2005
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Cross listed Courses for the Minor continued
HIST 353 History of Mexico
HIST 354 Contemporary Latin America
Inner City Studies
ELAD-ICSE 201 History and Culture of Ethnic Groups*
ELAD-ICSE 331 Literatures of Ethnic Groups*
Justice Studies
JUST 327 Immigration, Policy and Human Rights Violation in Central America
Linguistics
LING 320 Language and Culture*
Philosophy
PHIL 291 Philosophical Foundation of Oppression
PHIL 316E Contempor~y Issues: Multiculturalism
PHIL 361F Contemporary Issues: Latin American Philosophy of Liberation
PHIL 361G Contemporary Issues: Critical Race Theory
Political Science
PSCI 3071 Latinos and Public Policy
PSCI 365 Politics and Governments in Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean
PSCI 366 Politics and Governments in South America
Social Work
SWK 202 Community Analysis*
SWK 203 Analysis of Cross Cultural Interaction*
Sociology
SOC 270 Sociology of the Latina
SOC 314 Urban Sociology*
SOC 320C Women in Latin American Liberation Struggles

Teacher Education
TED-SCED 303F Teaching Modem Foreign Languages in the Secondary School
TED-ELED 315 Teaching in the Inner City Elementary School
TED-BLBC 338 Bilingualism and Education
TED-BLBC 342 Assessment in the Bilingual Classroom
* Requires LLAS Advisor approval
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Interview with Professor Victor Ortiz,
Program Head of the Latino and Latin
American Studies Program
at Northeastern Illinois University
MC: Professor Ortiz, can you tell me a little about yourself.

words Margarita Crespo

VO: I was originally born in El Paso and raised in Chihuahua. I completed high school there and then came to the
states to complete my bachelor's. I attended a number of universities. I studied in El Paso, Columbia, and studied
in Austin where I got my Bachelor's in Philosophy with a minor in Latin American Studies. After that I went to
California to get my Ph.Din Anthropology. My researched has mainly focused on the U.S.-Mexican region and
on labor conflicts in the maquiladoras, as well as local responses to globalization in terms of NAFTA. Also, I did
research in the city looking at the Mexican and Polish immigrants and immigrants from Guanajuato.

MC: What is your position here at Northeastern?
VO: I'm the coordinator for the Latino and Latin American Studies Program.

MC: How did you come to the position here at Northeastern?
VO: I taught seven years at UIC in the Latin American Studies Program. I learned about this position at a
moment of transition and it was very ideal to be part of something that was being created in a very careful and ·
collective way. The administration, faculty and students came to realize that it was time, and very advantageous
to the institution, to pay attention to the growing population of not only students but also the Latino population
as a whole; the program makes perfect sense in terms of the mission on education at this school. It was just a very
timely situation and fortunately I was able to learn about the possibility of being chosen for it.

MC: Can you give me a brief description about the minor, what it is, how it got started, where it came,
and how it is now?
VO: As I mentioned before the beginnings of the program relate to the efforts of students and faculty and
administrators. Names like Jose Lopez, Angelina Pedroso, and Miriam Rivera could be seen as very important
people that I have come to know in my capacity here as coordinator, but I am sure that there are a number of
people, faculty and students, that I may be overlooking who planted the seeds and who kept the program going. I
believe that Carmen Mendoza was also very involved in maintaining the program for many years. I feel that the
program gained major momentum from the hard work of students like Michael Rodriguez and Miguel Molina
who organized to bring the administration under the president at the time to open a program here at the main
campus.
The program was hosted by the Criminal Justice Department under the leadership of Nancy Matthews with
support of peoples such as Timothy Clark, Renny Golden, and
Dragan Milovanovic.
Then it was in 2001 that the position was created for a coordinator. Offices were provided. Currently we have two
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offices and we hope to advocate for more so that we can have more space so we can integrate more services and
resources for the benefit of this university as a whole. The program at the moment offers a minor. The minor
requires six courses, three of which are a sequence of required courses. Starting with the introductory course,
which is the Latino and Latin American Studies course 101, and then the Culture and History of Latinos, which is
a 201 and a course that works as a capstone in which there is an internship, or service learning component, which
is a 301.
There are three electives that are required; only two of which can be from a single academic department. We now
have a good offer of courses of regularity and we are trying to distribute them so that people who work can do
the minor without having to sacrifice any other courses or extend their enrollment at the school so that they can
expediently graduate and go to do what we desperately need them to do as professionals in this society.

MC: Why do you think the LLAS program is important for latinns and other students here on campus?
VO: Overall the orientation of education in this country has two sudden trends. First, is in terms of
interdisciplinary studies without looking at the disciplinary foundation. It is recognized that the other trend is
that the world has come to encourage in such a way globalization; which requires us to create various approaches
taking into account multiple people and the different cultures, places, and so forth. Thus, the need to look into
things from different perspectives is extremely important. The university is a great place in terms of its diversity,
commitment and contacts.
The program is particularly important as the Latino population is increasing on the one hand, but it also
presents a very rich case study of diverse groups coming together and interacting together. It is both key in
the multicultural population of a country and of the region but also in itself, it is it's own mosaic for diversity.
St~dents can greatly benefit in terms of the business prominence for Latinos as a market, as clients, as patients, as
professionals. Also, in terms of the new skills and cognitive alertness acquired in how to deal with these changes in
a rapidly moving environment in which we now exist.

MC: What are your expectations for the program in the future?
VO: Well, going by what the students are doing, they are again coming together to provide leadership to
the program. This is a program that was created by the initiative of students and a handful of faculty and
administrators. But students were great promoters and initiators for the program. Once again, this initiative and
this event that they have created for December 8th shows that they're coming together to make a very important
impact, and a very necessary impact, in the direction of the program. I expect great things from the commitment
and involvement of students.
I am extremely energized and very enthusiastic that the proposal for a major will now have enormous momentum
in terms of making sure that the contributions and interests of students are taken into account. I foresee the
major's proposal getting very solid and to be very soon in the review process, hopefully this will insure the quick
creation of a major; a major that has relevance, practical, as well intellectual relevance for its graduates. I also
foresee that we will have connections to learning opportunities such as internships or mentorships with relative
obedience as a whole, helping our community groups, professional groups and public groups to take off. Also,
I see international opportunities to complement the learning experience on campus, abroad, as a nation in
universities negotiating an agreement with the University in Mexico, the University of Guanajuato. I would like to
believe that there is more to come but that one would be a great beginning.

Continued on page 15
11

December 2005 QDS

Student Paper LLAS Minor
The Latino population is one of the fastest growing in the United States. ad Latin America
into the equation and you have a diverse and enormous range of experiences and realities.
The following student paper is from the LLAS course Intro to Latinos 101-18 instructed by Professor Victor Ortiz. As part of the course students where asked to reflect on the conflict between the Spanish and the Indigenous populations of the Americas. And how the conquest
relates to their families. friends and today.

The Changing Wnrldview of Latinos and Latin Americans
words Michael Reyes Benevides
Worldview is made up from a variety of factors, in
definition it is the overall perspective from which one sees
and interprets the world. We can also say it is a collection of
beliefs about life and the universe held by an individual or
a group. When we examine Latin America and the Latino
experience in the United States a metaphor that comes to
mind is an interconnected "nerve system" that has many
veins, each with it's individual function and location.
Within this "nerve system;' or worldview, there are many
particularities that have mixed and combined from a wide
range of perspectives that create new outlooks, norms and
overall interpretations of the world. These perspectives
then come together and fuse to create a wide variety of
worldviews that make up the pantheon of Latino and
Latin American identity.
Diversity then is not new to Latinos and Latin
Americans but, as was stated in this assignment, ranges
from the complexity of pre-Hispanic cultures and of the
nascent Spanish nation. The combination of a multiethnic, multi-racial and multi-national variants have
made a Latin American and Latino identity that cannot
be explained or expressed in simple one-dimensional
generalizations. Even within Latino national groups, for
example, people who may identify as Mexican do not exist
as a homogenous group, but rather as various political and
cultural tendencies creating a wide range of worldviews.
These worldviews might be based on ethnic make up, class
variations and even geography.
We can start with diversity among the pre-Hispanic
populations of the Americas. One must view pre-Hispanic
ethnic groups as an enormous multiplicity of distinct
populations and as Ronny Golden states " . .. naming
every tribe and nation and giving their characteristics
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would require a huge amount of space." The pre-Hispanic
populations had a wide variety of civilizations and
social orders ranging from city states with human made
mountains constructed by bricks carved from stone to
small temporary living quarters made from wood and
animal hides.
With such a diverse grouping of peoples I would like
to mention those particularly in what is presently known
as Latin America. The Toltec Nation, the Aztec Nation,
the Maya, the peoples of the Caribbean Basin, the pe.oples
of the Amazon Basin, the Mapuche Peoples, the Guarani
peoples and the Inca State were just some of the many
groupings of people that created, developed and shaped
the pre-Hispanic worldview and it's multiple layers of
complex distinctions.
Across the Atlantic Ocean in Europe, a multiplicity
of peoples where also being forged over a process of
thousands of years. Often through what Marilyn James
calls the "white historical perspective" Europe is looked
at as having been a homogenous group of fair-skinned
people with a collective European identity. Yet if we look
at Europe outside of this white historical perspective we
will see how 16 th century Spain also had diverse multiethnic, multi cultural and multi-linguistic groups of
people. This diversity included North African Muslims,
known as the Moors, Jews and ancient ethnic groups such
as the Bask along with the additional class variations such
as peasants and serfs, knights, petite nobility, merchants,
lords, and royalty making up a very large stew that was not
homogenous at all.
It is with these conditions that two worlds with a
variety of experiences and views of the world met in this

12

place this is now known as Latin America. The story of
violence is all too familiar, leading to the next chapter in
this tale of adventure, myth and colonial rule by any means
necessary, yet the story is not as simple as oppressed and
oppressor.

can see the same thing presently all over what people call
"third world countries." From this reaction I can say that her
worldview was much different than that of my grandfather
who was much older and not as exposed to an academic
analysis of the world. She also said that Puerto Rico is one
of the oldest colonies in the world. I would argue that her
worldview of Latin America was shaped by her belief that
Puerto Rico should be independent, something that most
of Latin America has already experienced, and some may
argue is still experiencing.

As this assignment requested of me, I called my
grandfather and asked him what he thought about the
" .. .discovery of the Americas and what happened to the
many Native Americans that lived and flourished in this
land known as Latin America." I have carried on many
discussions with my grandfather and this was the first time
I requested him to participate in one of my assignments
at the university. I then realized that here I am, his
grandson and a fourth generation Mexican surviving in
what is presently known as the United States, asking him
a question regarding such an academic topic. Here he was,
a 76 year old man that never learned how to read or write,
answered with lived experience and wisdom.

Independence movements have often been radical
elements of nations that more times than not question the
existing worldview of the power structure, whether that is
the state, a privileged class or the church. My Puerto Rican
friend's worldview had been shaped from an experience
of resistance, therefore her outlook for the future of Latin
America was one of hope. I believe this hope is rooted in her
belief that Puerto Rico will one day be independent. Though
Puerto Rico is not presently an independent nation, it is the
faith in the process that inspires her.

His response was, " We should concentrate on
today and what you can do here." As for what the future
holds, he did not care about a large concept such as Latin
America and started to reflect about the work he did as
a young man to survive in Texas. Though his answer in
an·academic setting seems ever so simple, I thought what
better way to understand my grandfather's place in Latin
American history and what shaped his worldview more
than his own experiences.

The three main statements of this paper reflect a
worldview of resistance. Wherever there is oppression there
is resistance, and in Latin America and for Latinos in the
U.S. resistance has been a large influence on their worldview
as national liberations struggles, individual journeys and
ethnic struggles toward basic human rights.
Thus, I believe that our worldview, and in particular
those Latin Americans that have come north in search
of the mythical "American Dream;' as a way to survive,
whether it be in the physical, mental or spiritual. The
creation of diversity in Latin America and among Latinos
in the U.S. is not a superficial fa<;ade but is one based on the
need to live free and, in some cases, to oppress others so that
one dominant group in power may live in a perverted state
of freedom.

It became very obvious to me that my grandfather's
view of the world was shaped by his experience with overt
racism while growing up as a Mexican in Texas where
he did not learn how to read or write because he was
Mexican. In many ways, just as the indigenous peoples of
the Americas were forced to shape their world after the
conquest having their forms of writing destroyed in fires.
I believe his view of only being able to effect today and not
try to change existing conditions was not because he did
not have a drive to change injustices, but was more based
on the fact that he was trying to survive at any cost. It is
survival in which I believe the Latin American and Latino
worldview is often shaped, but I will elaborate on this in
my conclusion.

Survival and one's place in the world has brought a
mixture of peoples and worldviews that have basic physical
components, such as eating sleeping, and the need for shelter.
Yet, there is not one monolithic worldview for Latinos
but a multiplicity of worldviews that are simultaneously
Latino, Latin American, and human. A worldview that is
constantly being challenged, repressed, that is resisting and
incorporating innovative elements and that is always, and
surely, changing the way Latinos and Latin Americans view
the world.

When I asked a Latina from another group what
she thought about the "discovery of the Americas," being a
Puerto Rican woman she stated without hesitation, "What
discovery?" She then went on to say that the colonial past
was filled with rape, murder, plunder and theft and you
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Student Groups Support tt,e latino
and latin A1neri,1an Studies Minor
Chican@ Mexican@ Latin@ Student Union
Chimexla is a proud supporter and sponsor of Plantando Semillas. We feel this is a great way to help expand the
awareness of the Latino and Latin American Studies program. By planting seeds in this program, here at NEIU we
hope that we can grow this minor, which has been in the making for over 23 years, into a major. L.L.A.S. provides
many students with the support that they need in order to focus on obtaining higher education by providing
culturally relevant courses, focused on their communities, history, which empowers their self esteem, and knowledge
of who they are. The program was created by and for the students here at NEIU, which is why there are courses that
focus on Latin America, The Caribbean, Latinos, and Latino Communities. We feel that at this political juncture
at NEIU we can accomplish this goal. Chimexla supported this event by not only doing outreach with organization
members but also designing the poster and flyer. As a "Hispanic Serving" institution we hope this event will show
that NEIU is serious about living up to that label. Chimexla hopes that in the future the issue of a Latino cultural
center, Latino student retention and Latino tenure track professors will be addressed as well.
Chimexla

Union for Puerto Rican Students
words Xavier Burgos
The Union for Puerto Rican Students (U.P.R.S.) fully supports the Latino and Latin American Studies Minor
Program (L.L.A.S.) and the December 8th event dedicated to educating the student body of its existence. and
significance. U.P.R.S is also one of the sponsors for the event. We have worked hard on organizing the panelists, the
performances, the decorations, and the food that will be served. Also, we along with the other student organizations,
helped mobilize for the event through fliers and this Q.O.S. issue. U.P.R.S. is also proud to have our former President
and former Q.O.S. editor, Michael Rodriguez Muniz, as a host and panelist for the event. The University of Illinois
at Chicago U.P.R.S. President, Jodene Velasquez, will also be a host and a panelist. U.P.R.S. knows that the December
8th event will be successful in its goal in the diffusion of the Latino and Latin American Studies Minor Program to
the N.E.1.U. student body through its stimulating discussions, professional performances, and delicious food. The
Union for Puerto Rican Students knows that attending the December 8th event that so many have been dedicated to
organizing is worth it for all Northeastern Illinois University students and welcomes all to join us and enjoy.

LLAS Club
words Megan Hurtuk
The Latino and Latin American Studies club has been working hard as an organization. The group consists of seven
people: Jaymie Flores, Alfonso Garcia, Megan Hurtuk, Ruben Ramirez, Mike Simball, Evelyn Soto, and Michelle
Wilson. As part of preparing for the December 8th event the first thing that we as a group started working on was
passing out the flyers and putting up the posters all over Northeastern Illinois University and El Centro, which
is part of the university but at another location (5133 N. Pulaski) . After the passing out of flyers, each individual
person from our group went to different classes with Professor Victor Ortiz and disseminated information about the
December 8th event. The Independent (Northeastern Illinois University's school newspaper) will have information
about the December 8th event. After spreading the word we will keep going around to students and reach out to them
as much as we can!!

QDS Denmber 2005

14

l

Continued from page 5
while at NEIU. We demanded then, and now anticipate
a studies program, which is academically rigorous and
committed to student development and achievement,
but also one that provides a space for critical dialogue
on the historical and social challenges facing Latinos in
the United States and in Latin America.
Without drowning in unnecessary cliches, I join
today's Latino student organization, in affirming that
the struggle must continue, indeed. It is not a cliche
because NEIU, like all institutions of higher education,
suffer from similar ailments. They are not ivory towers
impervious to colonial racism, injustice, bias, and
apathy; but instead have far too often benefited from
the reproduction of this contradicted and conflicted
social order.

In so much as we are critical of our present
predicament, I would argue that three issues still
constitute the "Latino Agenda" on campus. These
interconnected concerns are as follows: 1) lack of
Latino tenured faculty, 2) no Latino Cultural Center,
and 3) low Latino student retention. Again, as in
generations past, the Latino student movement must
play its indispensable role and demand that these issues
are resolved.
For if we are to win more victories all for the
betterment of people and community, we must, as
Puerto Rican Political Prisoner Oscar L6pez-Rivera
wrote, create a "culture of resistance" on campus. Our
responsibility is to study and to struggle, for those of
today and those who yet cannot.

C~mtinued from page 11
Another thing I foresee is more minors signing up and taking full advantage of the program in terms of the
exposure and the skill enhancement that it provides, in that I want to highlight the great benefit of Cohort
collaboration. My hope is that students taking the courses required in the program would come to know each
other and to interact with one another, to work together as well as support very creative and exciting learning
opportunities.

MC: What message would you like to offer Latino students here on campus as well as other students,
as well as anything else you would like to share?
VO: Well, mostly my excitement and positive outlook in terms of the involvement and focus on the program.
In terms of Que Ondee Sola, which is a unique precedent in that it is a Puerto Rican/Latino student-run
publication that has outlived many very well-funded publications throughout the country, is in itself a
wonderful accomplishment that the students that have maintained it, along with the program and that I'm sure
Northeastern is very, very proud of. I feel that we have an alert set of administrators that take the program very
seriously, who acknowledge the benefit it provides to the school and that have been very supportive to helpfully
guide the program.
I believe that one thing that can be added to a great benefit for everybody would be an engaged collaboration of
students. I feel that given the conflict of, or the situation of being a commuter campus, is that we hurt because
student involvement is not consistent or enhanced. I think that the activity that you are conducting would make
more accessible and clearly relevant such involvement, which is going to be really wonderful. So, I truly want
to emphasize that this event provides the opportunity for students to listen to themselves and realize that they
have a voice, that this is really an important move for there to be such a voice at this university.
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fall Course Review words Margarita Crespo
Sprng2006

CecmAbout
AJeli>Rica'lHistory
Make9Jre ~ f a
I JA$225RJertoAcans

a,dtheCcmbedn
925-10:501'

1RfA153
RER19545
Wltti Pro..Jcise Lopez

I was always looking to take classes that could teach me about where I'm
from, te 1 me more about my people, and my history. Never before had I
found a class that would take more than just a few minutes to discuss Puerto
Rico, and I knew there was so much more to it. When I saw that NEIU was
offering a class that was based mainly on the history of Puerto Rico and the
Cariboean, I decided to take it.
Impre sively, this class was actually being taught by a Puerto Rican, which
is as rare as a class being taught on the subject of the history of Puerto Rico
at NEJU. I have come to realize that over the years many classes that are in
Spanish or about Latinos are typically taught by non-Latino teachers. Even
courses like Math and Science almost never are taught by Latino professors.
This is a major problem since many of these classes are comprised of
mainly Latino students and their ratio to Latino professors is clearly
disproportionate; this being yet another issue that needs to be addressed and
corrected.
Finally for the first time, I was able to take a class taught by a professor who,
altliough I did not know it at the time, would change a lot in my life. Not
only is it a great opportunity to take a class with such an impressive teacher,
I have also learned so much from Professor Lopez, not just about my people
an who we were but who we are along with issues that we face on a daily
basis. This class is enlightening, informative and, in my opinion, a necessity
for a greater understanding of oneself and those around you. It offers you an
overview of the history and culture of Puerto Ricans and Caribbean people
from pre-colombian times to the present. We have explored the topics of
history, culture, politics, national consciousness and identity, expressions of
popular resistance, economics, migration, race and gender.

Participatory Education at NEW

words Michael Reyes Benevides

The Latino and Latin American Studies minor provides for a space to experiment and expand in a field that we
are just breaking ground in. One such project is a course with Dr. Elaine Rodriguez. The course title PSCl301 :
Research Design for Latino Study, has aimed to work with students to develop a research framework, process and
methodological approaches (qualitative or quantitative) to the study of Latino communities.
The course has been in collaboration with the Instituto del Progresso Latino (located in the Pilsen and Little
Village community). Which takes students outside the walls of NEIU and into the field. In the first part of the
course students have started the process of designing a study on the political behavior of "New" U.S. citizens in
Metropolitan Chicago.
Students have been working on the paradigm of the study by reviewing literature; writing an introduction;
stating the purpose of the study; developing a hypotheses and research question; identifying a theory; stating the
significance of the study and limitations; and developing the methods and procedures for data collection and
analysis. Next semester Dr. Rodriguez anticipates the implementation of the research design for data collection
and analysis (Spring 2006/Summer2006). A final presentation of the findings will be done in the fall of 2006.
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Spring 2006 LLAS Courses
Use reference number to register by touchtone!

n1a1-saa-NEru (6348)

20 10:30a-1:15p T OCS 403B Williams, L 16510

Ll.AS 101 Intro to Latino & Latin American Studies
0110:50a-12:50a lR B152 Ortiz, V 18895
314:15p-5:30p TR CLS 2020 Stockdill, B 18900

PHIL 361G TPCS: Critical Race Theory
012:50p-4:05p TR 0.5 3056 Hoagland, S 14190

Ll.AS 201 Culture & History of Latinos
01 9:00a-9:50a MWF CL.52056 Rodriquez, E 18905

PSCI 3071 Latinos and Public Policy
18 6:00p-8:40p T ELC 126 Puente, S 14450

ANTI-I 225 ~ n , Omal Alneriuln cl'-d caribl:en
3110:50a-1:30p S FA 247 Instr TBA 18025
PSCI 307N TPCS: Latinos & the Law
18 5:00p-8:lOp W ELC 134 Instr TBA 18355
ANTH 374 The Maya
PSCI 366 Politics & Govts South American
0110:50a-12:05p TR FA 247 Hageman 10120
314:15p-5:30p TR S 111 Leaman, D 18360
ELAD EDFN 205 Social Foundations of Education
SOC 270 Sodology of the Latina
01 Meiners, E 16150
18 6:00p-8:40p R ELC 127 Instr TBA 18855
32
10:50a-1:30p S S 131 Instr TBA 18420
ELAD EDFN 314K Sodal Issues: Politics of Education
18 4:00p-6:40p T Meiners, E 18870
TED BLBC 338 Bilingualism And Education
314:15p-6:55p W CLS 3005 Instr TBA 17450
ENGL 382 O,icano/a Literature
31 7:05p-9:45p T CLS 2020 Libretti, T 18220
TED BLBC 342 Assessments in Bilingual Classroom
31 4: 15p-6:55p F 0.5 2109 Instr TBA 17470
FL SPAN 331 Hispanic World Cultures
31 5:40p-6:55p TR FA 202 Rodriguez, E 12550
FL SPAN 333 C.Ontempory Spanish American Novel
31 7:05p-9:45p R SO 325 Artalejo, L 12555
FL SPAN 365P 5pcl'ish-American 5erTra": Teabo Hispanoam
31 9:25a-12:05p S CLS 2109 Rodriguez,E 12560
G& ES 302X Regional Geography: Latin American
0110:50a-12:05p TR S 233 Grammenos,D 12640
HIST 333 American Ethnic History
0111:00a-11:50a MWF 0.5 3020 Riess, S 12865
HIST 353 History of Mexico
01 9:25a-10:40a TR CLS 2094 Bueno, C 12880
02 10:50a-12:05p TR CLS 3081 Bueno, C 12885
ELAD ICSE 201 History and Cultura of Ethnic Groups
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Student
Resources

at
NEIU
The following four pages are resour1:es
that Latino students 1:an utilize at NEIii

Proyecto Pa'lante
El Centro
ENLACE

Proyecto Pa'lante
Mission Statement
Proyecto Pa'Lante is a recruitment and educational assistance program established in 1972. The program provides
academic support services to primarily Latino students from Chicago and the surrounding suburbs who demonstrate
academic potential, but may not meet general admission requirements.
Proyecto Pa'Lante students are provided with personal and academic support services designed to increase scholastic
achievement and persistence towards graduation.

History
In September 1972, Proyecto Pa'Lante was established as an educational outreach program for the Latino
community, providing academic support services on campus. The program was created by ... Puerto Rican and
Chicano/Mexicano students who comprised the Union for Puerto Rican Students.
Proyecto Pa'Lante dedicates its efforts to the development of leadership in the Latino community through education.
Proyecto Pa'Lante students are provided with personal and academic support services designed to increase scholastic
achievement and persistence towards graduation.

The Program is committed to:
Recruiting primarily Latino students
who demonstrate academic potential
but do not meet general admission
requirements.

Providing an environmental
support system relevant to the
development of a positive selfimage and a feeling of belonging.

Providing support in the areas
of academic advisement. tutoring,
vocational, career. personal, and
financial counseling.

Admission is based on admission
interview, high school rank in class.
and supporting ACT or SAT scores
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El Centro

History

www.neiu.edu!-elcentro/

El Centro is an off-campus academic facility of
Northeastern Illinois University. El Centro provides
educational, career, and cultural opportunities primarily,
though not exclusively, to the Latino community. El
Centro is located in the northwest side of Chicago,
just two miles south of the main campus. El Centro
makes available the general education program of the
University to non-traditional, part-time, and returning
adult students, who are interested in taking classes
during the evening hours and/or on the weekends. El
Centro also serves traditional first-year and transfer
students. El Centro offers courses from the Educational
Leadership Program leading to a Master's Degree and
Illinois Type 75 Certification for educators working in
bilingual schools and programs or teachers with research
interests in the Latino community.

The idea for a community-based educational center
evolved from Northeastern Illinois University's creative
response to the Puerto Rican [reality] of 1966 in the
city of Chicago [in which] Latino students [became]
proactive. As a result, in 1969 a storefront operation
by the name of "jAqui Estoy!" [Here I Am] was opened.
Rosa Hernandez-Ramirez became the first director and
served until 1972.

That same year, under the leadership of Miguel Velasquez
the name was changed to CLASES (Comunidad Latino
Americana Adelantando Sus Estudios Secundarios).
However, the new name "CLASES" never became
operational. In 1975, Jose Acevedo became the third
director and the name was changed to El Centro de
Recursos Educativos [Center for Educational Services] .
After twenty-three years of service to the Latino
community, Jose Acevedo retired in 1998, leaving Zaida
A.
Cintron as an interim director until 1999. In 2001, El
Students at El Centro have access to a higher educational
environment with modern facilities and high quality Centro celebrated its 25th anniversary, a few years later
university and technical resources, including a state- and welcomed Caleb Rosado as its fifth director.
of-the-art computer labratories equipped with PCs
and Macintosh computers. All the classes at NEIU-EL In 2003, Daniel Lopez, Jr., became its sixth Director.
Centro are taught in English, with the exception of Under his leadership, El Centro de Recursos Educativos
the language courses. Upon completion of the general became El Centro. Dr. Lopez also supervised a major
education program, students enroll at the main campus building renovation and expansion project. Completed
to fulfill their major requirements. In addition to the in 2004, this project expanded its current academic
courses offered for academic credit, non-credit offerings facility to include more classrooms, a multi-purpose
such as lecture series, seminars, and workshops are held room, two state of the art computer laboratories, and
a student/community resource center. This project
throughout the academic year.
also allowed El Centro to house the Antonia Pantoja
Alternative High School of ASPIRA, Inc. of Illinois
Mission Statement
for high school dropouts and "students at risk". The
El Centro's mission is to provide access, affordable and purpose of this partnership is to facilitate the transition
quality higher education opportunities, primarily to of its graduates from high school to El Centro. In
the Latino community. NEIU-El Centro assists students addition, El Centro also houses the Weekend Institute
with the tools necessary to accomplish their academic, for Professional Development, an undergraduate
career, and personal goals.
program offering courses on weekends. The future
looks very promising for El Centro. In the next decade,
we anticipate an increase of student enrollments, class
offerings, and student and community services--all in an
effort to continue to address the needs of the growing
Latino community.

Continued on next page
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continued from page 19

Who can benert from El Centro?
New First Year Students
Transfer Students
Students interested primarily in evening and weekend courses
Admissions Requirements
Admission to El Centro is based on pre-admission interview conducted by El Centro staff, as well as an evaluation of
the following supporting materials:
NEIU application, an official high school transcript or official numerical GED transcript. (An official
high school transcript should include the graduation date and ACT/SAT scores.)
ACT/SAT scores are required for all incoming freshmen unless they are 21 years of age or older.
Students who do not meet NEIU regular admissions requirements are required to submit a personal
statement outlining their academic deficiencies as well as an academic plan that addresses strategies for
academic success.
Students are also encouraged to submit letter(s) of recommendation.

Programs and Services
Bilingual staff sensitive to the needs and concerns of students.
Assistance with admissions and financial aid process.
Academic Advising: Students receive one-on-one academic, personal, and career advising from an
advisor at NEIU-El Centro.
Financial Aid: Students can apply for the FAFSA and receive information regarding grants, loans, book
waivers, scholarships, and NEIU-El Centro tuition waivers. Students are encouraged to visit the NEIU
Financial Aid office website for more information.
Tutorial Assistance: NEIU-El Centro provides tutoring in Math and Writing.
Career/Internship Resources: NEIU-El Centro advisors and staff will provide students with current
career and internship resources.
Workshops: NEIU-El Centro also offers a series of academic, technology, personal, and career
workshops.
Student Referrals: When appropriate, NEIU-El Centro staff will refer students to community and other
university resources.
Summer Transition Program: First-time college students have the opportunity to apply for and participate
in a six-week program where they earn six credit hours and receive academic preparation for their first
full-time semester at NEIU-El Centro.
Weekend Institute for Professional Development: A University undergraduate program offering courses
on weekends.
Comfortable study areas: Meeting rooms, a student lobby and a multi-purpose room.
Two modern computer laboratories, both connected to the NEIU services. (Hours will vary from
semester to semester)
Computer Lab ELC 121
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Fridays, 2:45pm-8:30pm
Thursdays. 2:45pm-6:00pm
Saturdays, 12:00pm-3:00pm

Northeastern Illinois University - El Centro
3 I 19 North Pulaski Road
Chicago, IL 60641-5667
Voice: 773-442-4080
Fax: 773-442-4085
Email: elcentro@neiu.edu

Computer Lab ELC 105
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
and Fridays, 8:30pm-8:30am
Tuesdays, 8:30am-6:00pm
Saturdays, 8:30am - 3:30pm

Hours of operation: Fall 2005
(August 27th, 2005- December 16th, 2005)
Monday-Friday 8:30am-9:00pm
Saturday 8:30am-4:00pm
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EN.LACE
http://www.neiu.edu/-enlace

What?

The Chicago ENLACE Partnership (CEP) of postsecondary education institutions, public schools,
community organizations, businesses, and chambers of
commerce is designed to increase the number of high
school and college graduates among a fast-growing
Latino population.
Who?

The partnership targets students in three major Latino
communities (north/west and south clusters) in
Chicago. In addition, the partnership includes several
community colleges from three surrounding counties
that have experienced substantial Latino growth during
the past 10 years. There are more than 26,000 Latino
students in CEP - member high schools and colleges.
Led by Northeastern Illinois University (NEIU), there
are 31 partners in Chicago ENLACE. Others include six
junior and community colleges; 11 schools-including
thr~e high schools and four alternative high schools;
businesses; Latino professional ,organization; and 10
community-based organizations (CBOs).

school to college and from two-year college to a fouryear university. The project seeks to strengthen student
leadership skills and increase connections between
high school students and families, and colleges and
universities. The effort also intends to build on existing
pre-college academic preparation, recruitment efforts,
and social and cultural support of Latino students.
The Chicago ENLACE Partnership will build
leadership among both students and staff. Students
will play a key role in ENLACE decision making, with
student leaders from each partner institution meeting
regularly to plan project-wide activities. Some 220
Latino students will take part in an annual leadership
institute, which will include family empowerment and
culturally based activities. Parents will be recruited
for involvement in leadership activities. Themes and
program components will include student leadership,
reflection, "La Familia" empowerment, community
involvement and social transformation, cultural and
heritage tribute, mentoring and role-modeling, crossgroup collaboration and cooperation, and staff training
and professional development.
The Leadership Institute will develop and cultivate
Latino leadership potential in order to strengthen
the educational pipeline for Latinos/as. Leadership of
the institute will be the responsibility of 20 ENLACE
Fellows, who will work in partner schools, CBOs, and
post-secondary institutions to carry out leadership
development initiatives. Besides tutoring and mentoring
students, the ENLACE Fellows will work to cement the
bond between student and institution which is critical
for student success, as for those fellows who will be
mandated to pursue master's degrees in educational
leadership (higher education focus) at NEIU.

Why?

Nationwide, Latino students have a 38 percent school
dropout rate, higher than any other population. About
55 percent of Latino adults have a high school diploma.
In 1997, 27 percent of Hispanic high school graduates
ages 18-21 were enrolled in college, as compared to 46
percent of white students. Hispanics will make up fully 20
percent of the workforce by the year 2020. Preparing our
young people for success in work or further education is
critical for the health of our entire society.

The ENLACE Fellows program will seek to address
the critical shortage of Latinos/as in higher education.
While NEIU's enrollment is 27 percent Latino, only
7 percent of faculty are Hispanic. Two percent of
faculty are Latino at Truman College, as compared to
44 percent of students. Through the ENLACE Fellows
project, the Chicago ENLACE Partnership will invest in
the preparation of the next generation of Latino leaders
in higher education.

In Chicago schools, Latino student enrollment is growing
rapidly. Latino enrollments have increased from 16 to 34
percent in the past five years. Since 1990, the Hispanic
population living in surrounding Cook County has
increased 34 percent. More than 1 million Latinos live in
the four-county area, which is 17 percent Hispanic.
How?

An ENLACE transition council will seek to ease the

The Chicago ENLACE Partnership primarily targets two
transition points along the K-16 pathway - from high

continued on next page
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continued from page 21
transfer process from two-year community colleges
to a four-year university. More than half of Latino
high school graduates first enroll in a community
college. To ease the transfer process, NEIU signed dual
admissions agreements with five of the six community
college ENLACE partners during the planning year. The
dual admission policy affords students simultaneous
admission and access to NEIU facilities and the benefit
of an academic advisor who will help students develop
an "intended plan of study." In addition, NEIU's
admissions office has agreed to honor high school
diplomas from alternative schools and other ENLACE
partner schools.
The focus on transition points at grades 12 and 14 will
complement efforts of the federally sponsored GEARUP program to increase academic preparation and early
college awareness at grades 7-12. In Chicago, the two
programs will work together. Each program's project
director serves on the other's board and evaluation
team.
School districts frequently track dropout rates with
different measures that make analysis difficult. The
ENLACE project will seek to standardize data regarding
student tracking and success rates within partner
schools.
Chicago ENLACE activities will address barriers to
educational success, including the fact that some Latino
youth leave school in order to help support their family
and language barriers that prevent some parents from
communicating with schools. Charlas will be held
regularly in the community, offering students and
families tactical thinking, planning, and action skills.
In addition, an annual Chicago ENLACE fair will offer
educational information and orientation to students
and parents, while also being a festive family affair.
The partnership is building on assets, including the
value Latino culture places on education to offer
people better lives, traditions that value hard work
and responsibility, and strong commitment to family
wellness and betterment.

periodically on policy recommendations.
Local chambers of commerce will provide additional
support, mentorship, role modeling and internships
opportumt1es for Latino students at member
businesses. Chicago ENLACE will promote its efforts
on its web site, in public service announcements on
Spanish-language media, in academic journals, and
in regular parent and community briefings regarding
successes and best practices.
When?
The Chicago ENLACE Partnership began putting
a community plan into action in Spring 2001. This
plan was formed in 2000, after more than 60 dialogues
involving communities, post-secondary institutions,
students, and parents. The planning period was funded
by a $100,000 grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.
The Chicago project is one of 13 sites in a nationwide
Hispanic education effort. With funding from the W.K.
Kellogg Foundation, the ENLACE initiative will fully
operate through 2004.
Facts and Figures

Northeastern Illinois University- 25% Hispanic
Harry S. Truman College - 44% Latino
St. Augustine College - 90% Latino
College of DuPage - 9% Hispanic
MacCormac College - 31 % Hispanic
College of Lake County- 12% Latino
Joliet Junior College - 14% Latino

Chicago ENLACE Partnership
Contacts: Dr. Santos Rivera, Project Director
Ms. Suleyma Perez, Project Coordinator
Northeastern Illinois University
5500 N. St. Louis Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60625-4699
Phone: 773-442-5403
Fax: 773-442-4737
E-mail: S-Rivera I@neiu.edu
Suleymap@hotmail.com

The ENLACE project will be governed by a board
consisting of representatives of all partners organizations,
students, and parents. Further, a council of presidents of
the ENLACE member colleges and institutions will meet
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Special W <.lrld
All)S (Jay Insert
2005 marks the 18th observance of International
World AIDS Day (WAD), begun in 1988, back when
the World Health Summit of Health Ministers on
AIDS called for "a new spirit of social tolerance
and an improved exchange of information on
HIV/AIDS". Today WAD is observed all over the
world as a means to educate and shine a light on
the importance of HIV/AIDS education as well as
eliminating the stigma attached with AIDS. One
can argue that much progress has been made since
the early years of the pandemic, but unfortunately
much more is needed in the years ahead. We need to
remind ourselves that AIDS isn't over, that people
are still dieing abroad and here. We must know that
although life saving medication is available in this
country, it is at risk of being done away with by an
administration less concerned about the health of its
people and more concerned with resources abroad.

For the past 12 years Vida/SIDA, as a project of
the Puerto Rican Cultural Center, has observed this
important day with a variety of social events geared
towards educating the Latino community. This
year, as in years past, we will hold a community
vigil along Paseo Boricua on division street with
local residents participating in the creation of
remembrance alters to those who have passed due
to AIDS. This event will begin at the corner of
Western and Division in front of the West Town
Clinic and will proceed to the Puerto Rican Cultural
Center, where an intimate community reception
will follow. Please join us at 6pm on Thursday,
December 1st as we remember and acknowledge
those dear to us who have passed and honor those
living with the disease today. For more information
on how you can get involved please contact Vida/
SIDA at (773) 278-6737.

These our rough times for us in this country.
The economy is tough, gas prices are at an all time
high and we are living in a wartime mentality. All
the more reason to throw caution to the wind and
take greater risks with our health when life seems
uncertain. Today HIV infections are increasing
amongst people of color, and especially amongst
men who have sex with men, but woman are also at
risk and the numbers keep increasing. This doesn't
have to be! We need to share our collective voices and
take back control of our lives and of those around
us. We need to educate each other and remember
those who have left us with their memories.
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Vida/SIDA: Prevention in The 'Hood
words Yvonne Nieves
Vida/SIDA is an HIV/AIDS prevention project of the
Puerto Rican Cultural Center that has committed
itself to addressing the issue of the disproportionate
and increasing rate of Puerto Ricans with HIV. With
the motto, "Live and Help to Live;' Vida/SIDA has
transformed the minds and actions of Boricuas in
Humboldt Park.
Because of Vida/SIDA, more Puerto Ricans are now
thinking about having safer sex and understanding
the risks for contracting HIV. They remember to keep
condoms near them at all times in order to reduce
their risk as well as checking the expiration dates. They
are questioning their decisions and regularly getting
HIV tests. They know that it is better to be tested and
obtain their results than to go through life without ever
knowing their status. This way they can look out for
themselves as well as their partners.
Puerto Ricans regularly talk about Vida/SIDA as a
necessary resource in the community for free HIV/STD
and pregnancy testing and information preventing

other forms of sexually transmitted infections as well as
unwanted pregnancy. Clients have the option of taking
these tests anonymously and any information that they
disclose is kept private and confidential by trained and
certified counselors. Vida/SIDA clearly offers many
resources to neighborhood residents. For any services
that they cannot provide, Vida/SIDA provides speedy
referrals both over the phone and to walk-ins.
Vida/SIDA has also committed itself to observing
National Latino Aids Awareness Day NLAAD) and
International World AIDS Day (WAD) every December
1'1 for over ten years now. At each WAD procession,
members of the community take turns announcing
their friends and family members who have perished
due to infections that they could not fight off due to
HIV/AIDS.
For more information on this wonderful program,
contact their office at (773) 278-6737 or visit them at
2703 W. Division Street.

Vida /SIDA
& the ] uan Antonio Correjter
Puerto Rica n Cultural Center
invites you to join usfar our ann u.al

World AIDS Day Vigil
Thursday) December 1
Corner of Division and ~~stern • 6pm

Program at the Puerto Rican Cultztra! Center
(2739-41 W Division Street)
R~fm hmerits will l,e served.
For more i1ifor111afl,'11, con tart Vida /SJDA.· 77]278.6 737
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HIV/AIDS Among Hispanics
Estimated cases of HIV/AIDS diagnosed in 2002 by
race
Note: Based on data from 30 areas with confidential
name-based HIV reporting.

Center for Disease Control and Prevention
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/pubs/facts/hispanic.htm

The HIV/AIDS epidemic is a serious threat to the
Hispanic community. In addition to being a population
seriously affected by HIV, Hispanics continue to face
challenges in accessing health care, prevention services,
and treatment. In 2001, HIV/AIDS was the third leading
cause of death among Hispanic men aged 35 to 44
and the fourth leading cause of death among Hispanic
women in the same age group.

HIV/AIDS in 2002
Hispanics accounted for 13% of new HIV/AIDS
diagnoses reported in the 30 areas with long-term,
confidential name-based HIV reporting in the United
States.

From 1999 through 2002, the number of new HIV/ AIDS
diagnoses increased 26% among Hispanics in the 30
areas.

STATISTICS

Most Hispanic men are exposed to HIV through sexual
contact with other men, followed by injection drug use
and heterosexual contact. Most Hispanic women are
exposed to HIV through heterosexual contact, followed
by injection drug use.

Cumulative Effects of HIV/AIDS (through 2002)

Although Hispanics make up only about 14% of the
population of the United States and Puerto Rico (2.,1),
they account for 18%-almost 164,000-of the more
than 886,500 AIDS cases diagnosed since the beginning
of the epidemic. By the end of 2002, nearly 88,000
Hispanics had died with AIDS.

Estimated cases of HIV/AIDS diagnosed in 2002
among Hispanic adults and adolescents
Note: Based on data from 30 areas with confidential
name-based HIV reporting.

Among people given a diagnosis of AIDS since 1994, a
smaller proportion of Hispanics (61 %), compared with
whites (64%) and Asians/Pacific Islanders (69%), were
alive after 9 years. However, the proportion of surviving
Hispanics was larger than the proportions of surviving
American Indians and Alaska Natives (58%) and African
Americans (55%).

RISK FACTORS AND BARRIERS TO PREVENTION
A number of cultural, socioeconomic, and health
related factors help drive the HIV epidemic in the
Hispanic community. Because Hispanic Americans or
their parents have emigrated from many Latin countries
or regions, there is no single Hispanic culture in the
United States. Research shows that Hispanics born in
different countries have different behavioral risk factors
for HIV/AIDS. For example, data suggest that Hispanics
born in Puerto Rico are more likely than other Hispanics
to contract HIV as a result of injection drug use. By
contrast, sexual contact with other men is the primary
cause of HIV infections among men born in Mexico.

AIDSin2002
Hispanics accounted for more than 8,000, or 20%, of
the more than 42,000 new AIDS diagnoses in the United
States.

Of the rates of AIDS diagnoses for all racial and ethnic
groups, the second highest was the rate for Hispanics.
The highest rate was that for African Americans (76.4
cases per 100,000 people), followed by the rates for
Hispanics (26.0/100,000), American Indians and Alaska
Natives ( 11.2/100,000), whites (7.0/100,000), and Asians
and Pacific Islanders (4.9/100,000).

Some risk factors and barriers to prevention include
the following:
Poverty
More than 1 in 5 (22.6%) Hispanics lives in poverty.

The 76,052 Hispanics living with AIDS accounted for
20% of all people in the United States living with AIDS.

continued on next page
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Of the Hispanic people with HIV/AIDS interviewed in
a multisite study, 47% of Mexicanborn men who have
sex with men (MSM) and 59% of Puerto Rican-born
MSM had annual incomes of less than $10,000. A variety
of socioeconomic problems associated with poverty,
including limited access to high-quality health care,
directly or indirectly increase the risk for HIV infection.
Denial
Although many Hispanics are increasingly engaged in the
fi ght against HIV/AIDS, some Hispanic communities
have been slow to join the effort. In part because of
cultural values such as machismo (sense of manliness),
communities may be reluctant to acknowledge sensitive
yet risky behaviors, such as homosexuality. Many
Hispanic MSM identify themselves as heterosexual and,
as a result, may not relate to prevention messages crafted
for gay men.
Heterosexual Risk
Hispanic women are most likely to be infected with HIV
as a result of sex with men. In a study of heterosexual
Hispanics living in the United States, 16% had sexual
risk factors for HIV, including multiple sex partners
or high-risk main partners. Some women, including
those who suspect that their partners are at risk for HIV
infection, may be reluctant to discuss condom use with
their partners out of fear of emotional or physical abuse
or the withdrawal of financial support.
Substance Abuse
Injection drug use continues to be a significant risk
factor for Hispanics. Sharing needles is not the only
HIV risk factor related to substance abuse. Both casual
and chronic substance users are more likely to engage in
high-risk behaviors, such as unprotected sex, when they
are under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
Sexually Transmitted Diseases
Compared with whites, Hispanics are about twice as
likely to have gonorrhea or syphilis. Sexually transmitted
infections increase the likelihood of HIV transmission.
PREVENTION

The annual number of new HIV infections among all
people in the United States declined from a peak of more
than 150,000 cases in the mid- l 980s and has stabilized at
approximately 40,000 cases since the late 1990s. Minority

populations are disproportionately affected by the HIV
epidemic. To reduce further the incidence of HIV, CDC
announced a new initiative, Advancing HIV Prevention
(http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/partners/AHP.htm), in 2003.
This initiative comprises 4 strategies: making HIV
testing a routine part of medical care, implementing new
models for diagnosing HIV infections outside medical
settings, preventing new infections by working with
HIV-infected persons and their partners, and further
decreasing perinatal HIV transmission.
In the United States, Hispanics are emerging as an atrisk group. CDC is conducting demonstration projects
on using social networks to reach high-risk persons in
communities of color. CDC's Minority AIDS Initiative
(http://www.cdc.gov/ programs/hiv09.htm) explores the
disparities in minority communities at high risk for HIV
and what can be done to reduce these disparities.
Examples of CDC-funded programs focused on
Hispanics include a community-based free health clinic
offering bilingual, bicultural HIV/ AIDS programs
in Washington, DC; one-on-one interventions for
transgender people in various California urban areas;
and a food bank in East Los Angeles that serves persons
living with HIV/ AIDS.
Understanding HIV and AIDS Data
AIDS surveillance: Through a uniform system, CDC
receives reports of AIDS cases from all US states and
territories. Since the beginning of the epidemic, these
data have been used to monitor trends because they
are representative of all areas. The data are statistically
adjusted for reporting delays and for the redistribution
of cases initially reported without risk. As treatment has
become more available, trends in new AIDS diagnoses no
longer accurately represent trends in new HIV infections;
these data now represent persons who are tested late in
the course of HIV infection, who have limited access to
care, or in whom treatment has failed.
HIV surveillance: Monitoring trends in the HIV
epidemic today requires collecting information on
HIV cases that have not progressed to AIDS. Areas
with confidential name-based HIV infection reporting
requirements use the same uniform system for data
collection on HIV cases as for AIDS cases. A total of 30
areas -- the US Virgin Islands and 29 states (Alabama,

Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Florida, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri,
Nebraska, Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Carolina, South
Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming) -- have collected these data for at least 5
years, providing sufficient data to monitor HIV trends and to estimate risk behaviors for HIV infection. Recently, 9
additional areas have begun confidential name-based HIV surveillance, and data from these areas will be included in
coming years.

HIV/AIDS: This term includes persons with a diagnosis of HIV infection (not AIDS), a diagnosis of HIV infection and
a later diagnosis of AIDS, or concurrent diagnoses of HIV infection and AIDS.
For more information ...
CDC-INFO:
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY: 1-888-232-6348
In English, en Espanol
24 Hours/Day
CDC National Prevention Information Network:
P.O. Box 6003
Rockville, Maryland 20849-6003
1-800-458-5231

Internet Resources:
NCHSTP: http:/ /www.cdc.gov/nchstp/od/nchstp.html
DHAP: http:/ /www.cdc.gov/hiv
NPIN: http:/ /www.cdcnpin.org
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facts About HIV/AIDS and Latinos
Since the beginning of the AIDS epidemic through the end of 2003, 3,055 Latinos have been diagnosed with AIDS in
Chicago, and 1,498 have died. Including the 1,102 Latinos living with HIV who have not yet developed AIDS, there
are 2,659 Latinos living with HIV/AIDS in Chicago.
Latinos account for 16% of the 17,189 people living with HIV/AIDS in Chicago. Among Latinos, 50% of people
living with HIV/AIDS are Mexican and 35% are Puerto Rican.
Puerto Ricans have been disproportionately affected by the epidemic in Chicago. Puerto Ricans represent 15% of the
Hispanic population in Chicago, but account for 29% of HIV/AIDS cases diagnosed in Latinos between 2002-2003.
As it has elsewhere across the nation and world, AIDS has taken a tragic toll on Chicago. Since the epidemic began in
1980, nearly 22,000 Chicagoans have been diagnosed with AIDS. Thousands more are living with HIV infection but
have not yet developed AIDS. Of the 21,936 known AIDS cases in Chicago, at least 12,386 have died.
Since 1989, government resources to fight HIV/AIDS in Chicago have increased significantly, rising from $4 million
to about $48 million in 2004. Through CDPH and other city departments, the city funds a wide array of communitybased prevention, education, counseling, testing, treatment and human services programs designed to confront the
epidemic. These programs are typically designed with substantial grassroots input and serve those communities in
greatest need, including the city's Latino communities.
For general information about HIV/AIDS, phone 1-800-243-AIDS or visit the CDPH web site. For a national
perspective, visit the official web site of the CDC (www.cdc.gov/hiv).

