
Northeastern Illinois University Northeastern Illinois University 

NEIU Digital Commons NEIU Digital Commons 

The Independent (1988-present) NEIU Student Newspapers 

4-9-2002 

Independent- Apr. 9, 2002 Independent- Apr. 9, 2002 

Brian Blaszkowski 

Follow this and additional works at: https://neiudc.neiu.edu/independent 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Blaszkowski, Brian, "Independent- Apr. 9, 2002" (2002). The Independent (1988-present). 272. 
https://neiudc.neiu.edu/independent/272 

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the NEIU Student Newspapers at NEIU Digital 
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Independent (1988-present) by an authorized administrator of 
NEIU Digital Commons. For more information, please contact neiudc@neiu.edu. 

https://neiudc.neiu.edu/
https://neiudc.neiu.edu/independent
https://neiudc.neiu.edu/studentnews
https://neiudc.neiu.edu/independent?utm_source=neiudc.neiu.edu%2Findependent%2F272&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://neiudc.neiu.edu/independent/272?utm_source=neiudc.neiu.edu%2Findependent%2F272&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:neiudc@neiu.edu


~£%1t~ ::.1:-JM:1:->mwnc::m:::::::::::rnrn::m: :: : ::::rn::::i::::::arn: ;;1 rn rn11 :::::mm : :::1:::::.:11111111:i:::::::::::; :::: ::::m:rn:::::::m:111111111::::::::1 :m11:rnrn::::mm:rn:mm 11::: rn:1:::: :::::::::m::rn::m::::::: rn::::iirnE n::::::::::wa1rnwiMW::::m~ 

Chicago River 
finally arrives 

fea ture on page I 3 

Continuing coverage as the SGA 

elections swing into full force 
story on page 5 

Find ·out just what your 
f el/ow studnts are thinking 

NORTHEASTERN ILLINOIS 
LJN IVER9J,.JJctus on page 9 

Two rival parties form and prepare 
to battle ·current SGA administration 
by Scott Plencner 
Associate Editor 

The Gary Gaspard 
administration has seen its fair 
share of controversy over the 
past year. His fight for re­
election, one year after the 
botched spring election by 
computer that brought Gaspard 
to the presidency amidst a cloud 
of· controversy, is proving no 
different. 

Gaspard has managed to steer 
through not only the spring 
election of 2001, in which a 
hacker was blamed for stuffing 
electronic ballot boxes with an 
inordinate number of votes for 
Gaspard ally Natasha Nivose. 
but also several heated and 
uncontrollable SGA meetings, 
threats of sexual harrassment 
charges from impeached Speaker 
Lynne Madix, late fall elections, 
and charges of financial 
mismanagement, abuse of 
power, and nepotism from a 
vocal minority in the Senate. 
With his administration and its 
tumultuous history on the line, 

Gaspard is play{ng it safe this 
election and sticking to the 
issues. 

The rise of opposition 
Despite his mild-mannered 

approach to the 2002 election, 
the blanket of controversy that 
has surrounded - his 
administration has not let up. 
Two vocal and powerful 
organizations have risen up in 
the past month to vie for SGA 
seats and to capture the 
presidency, both launching 
intense campaigns calling into 
question the history of Gaspard 
and his Vision Party after a year 
in office. 

The Student Action League 
(SAL) was the first party to form 
as the spring election 
approached. Formation followed 
many months of thought led by 
SAL campaign coordinator 
Jacob Heiss, the Honors Program 
student that SAL veep candidate 
Georgia Logothetis calls SAL's 
"resident genius;" and Lukasz 
Dobrzynski, another active 
Honors student and SAL 

presiden tial candidate known 
most recently for organizing the 
European Union conference last 
month. 

Pulido takes it to the voters 
SAL gathered strength early 

gaining the support of many 
opposed to Gaspard foi: various 
reasons, but recently a second 
party has emerged to challenge 
Gaspard made up primarily of 
former Gaspard appointees and 
eventual opponents in the SGA 
Senate. The four person 
Leadership party, led by veep 
candidate Luis Pulido, has 
launched a furious campaign in 
recent days to wrest control of 
the SGA from Gaspard, whom 
Pulido referred to as "dictator" 
in a heated March 7th meeting. 
During that meeting Gaspard 
threatened to call in the police to 
maintain order over Senators 
furious with an election reform 
packagethatsoughttoloosenthe 
authority of faculty in SGA 
elections. Pulido 's motion to 
table the reforms was met with 
resistance on the part of Kendra 

Young and Gaspard who rose to 
defend the measures that would 
see a lessened role for Walt 
Sommers (Director of Student 

document for students. The VP's 
slogan "your education is our 
priority" is something Gaspard 
believes in as much as SAL's 

Activities), --------------• toward 
With his · whom 

Gaspard 
previously 
h a s 
admitted 

administration and its 
tumultuous history on 

~1~1~~ the line, Gaspard is 

ticket, 
w hi Ch 
aims to 
"increase 
the name 
recognition 
a n d 
prestige 
of NEIU 

~/11,0 ~ playing it safe this ~seans o~ 

Lopez, election and sticking to raising 
w h o the value 

described the issues. of our 
t - h e degrees." 
March------------------ Gaspard, 
meeting as "out of order" make responding to many complaints 
up the base of the Leadership from the very Honors Students 
ticket. that SAL feels makes up its main 

Since that meeting Pulido has constituency, wants to see a 
continued to oppose Gaspard scale other than the classic four 
vehemently in the SGA as his point GPA put into effect, so that 
party blasts Gaspard and the a GPA, in Gaspard's own words, 
SGA in its advertising on the "might look nice on a resume. 
campaign trail. One It's psychological." SAL hopes 
advertisement tells voters that its to raise the value of NEIU 
time to "get the A.S.S . out of degrees mainly through non-
SGA, " A.S .S. standing for academic initiatives, including 

Music Department seeks 
replacement of professor 

arrogance, selfishness and the funding of high-profile 
superiority complex. Gaspard events like the Euro conference 
stated that he .hopes the Election . organized by Dobrzynski . 
Committee would review the 
negative advertising as a poorly 
veiled attempt at name-calling 
and . reprimand the Leadership 
party for it. 

Transportation 
The VP and SAL also agree 

that transportation is a major 
issue at NEIU, one of Illinois ' 
largest communter schools . The 
perennial U-Pass issue has been 
addressed by both SAL 
candidates and the VP. Gaspard ' 
claims to have been working 
hard on the issue in U-Pass 
meetings and with an 
administration reluctant to add 
what would end up as a $100 
mandatory fee to everyone's 
tuition bills. SAL promises to 
bring about the U-Pass without 
the mandatory fee. 

by Lisa St. Martin 
Senior Staff Member 

In an effort to stop replacement of 
visiting music professor Dr. Yulia 

Dr. Mandrell, Music Dept. Chair, said 
it was confidential. According to 
Lipmanovich, Dr. Pastors said NEIU 
is trying to find the best teacher for 
the students, and told the students, 

Lipmanovich, a 
group of 17 
loyal students 
petitioned and 
organized a 
meeting to raise 
questions about 
the current 
search-in-

------------- "You're not 

progress. 
Meeting with 
the Dean of Arts 
and Sciences, 
Dr. Charles 
Pastors, and 
members of the 
NEIU Music 
department on 
Monday, April 
I 

"I find it hard to 
believe that my 

teaching at NEIU 
will end in three 

weeks. I have 
other offers but I 
really wanted to 
stay. I think it is 

really sad." 

choosing, we are 
choosing." 
Lipmanovich and 
students were 
then referred to 
Margo Smith, 
Affirmative 
Action Officer 
and Coordinator 
of Legal Affairs. 
This referral 
resulted in a 
vague reference 
toLipmanovich's 
lack of 
credentials. 
Students who 

hoped to continue 

------------- their studies with 
Lipmatrovich 's students expressed 
their disappointment at losing a 
valuable learning relationship gained 
during the course of the school year. 

Lipmanovich this summer and 
beyond don't understand their 
unceremonious· treatment and their 
teacher's boot out the door. A 
bureaucratic chain of events leaves 
many questioning the system, 
considering Lipmanovich's 

When students asked why 
Lipmanovich was not being 
considered for the teaching position, 

background. With a B.A. in 
performance from Juilliard, M.A. 
from Tel Aviv University, and a Ph.p. 
from Univ. of Illinois Urbana­
Champaign, Lipmanovich has 
performed in Carnegie Hall, and won 
several international competitions. 
Besides her extensive touring and 
performance record, she has 20 years 
of teaching experience. 

Lipmanovich said when she signed 
on in Fall 2001, Mandrell expressed 
hope that she would·stay on. Yet, late 
in the academic year she discovered 
that a candidate replacement search 
was initiated without her knowledge, 
nor with any complaints. Finding her 
position available through a job 
posting, Lipmanovich asked Dr. 

Gaspard, however, stated that 
he does not feel betrayed by the 
party made up primarily of 
former allies and appointees. 
"It's only politics," he said. "I'm 
sorry about it, but they are my 
children. The door will always be 
open if they want to come back." 

Raising the value of our 
degrees 

Gaspard also has mentioned 
re-routing the CTA's Foster bus 
and creating a shuttle van 
service . He has researched 
similar programs at other 

However, the 2002 campaign 
seems more a war of personality 
than that of simple politics. 
Every party stands reasonably 
close on the issues. The lists of 
SAL and Vision Party (VP) 
initiatives share many 
congruencies. Both parties have 

see Lipmanovich stated a desire to make the NEIU see Parties 
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As the eagle flies 
May Day 

Direct Action Network 1s 
sponsoring Carnival Against 
Capitalism a weekend full of 
actions, workshops, art, street 
party and passion for justice 
April 26-28 and May I . 
Contact Chicago Direct Action 
Network at 
directaction@onebox.com 
(773) 377-5001 ext. 3175 for 
further information. 

April Computer Literacy 
Workshops 

An open lab session will be 
held be held Friday, Apri l 19 
from L:30-3:30 p.m. in CLS-
4066. Come work on online 
tutorials, review workshop 
handouts, or bring a project 
you are working on. 

Student Awards Ceremony 
On Tuesday, April 16 at 7:30 

p .m. in Alumni Hall the 
University will honor students 
who have distinguished 
themselves during this 
academic year. Students 
nominated by academic 
departments or the University 
will recognize award areas 
during the Students Awards 
Ceremony. A reception will be 
held after the ceremony; at 
which time people will have an 
opportunity to meet student 
honoree ' s and their fa milies 
and guests. 

Author Chitra Banerjee 
Divakaruni 

NEIU presents award 

winning author Chirta Banerjee 
Divakaruni Thursday April 18, 
2002 at 1:30 p.m. in SU-214 
and again at 7:30 p.m. in 
Alumni Hall. Divakaruni has 
been published in over 50 
magazines, including Atlantic 
Monthly and the New Yorker 
and ·her wrihng has been 
included in over 30 anthologies. 
Her recent novel The Vine of 
Desire was published in 
February. The event is free and 
open to the public. 

On-line Schedule of Classes 
A Schedule of Summer 

School .classes is now on the 
web . Students, faculty ands 
staff may view the Schedule ·of 
Classes by going to 
www."neiu.edu and clicking on 
the Admissions and Records 
icon. On the next page, c_lick on 
the Schedule of Classes icon. 
When the Fall 2002 Schedule of 
Classes has been finalized, it 
will be added to the web. 
Addendum schedules will also 
be posted for each semester. 

Black History Quiz 
NEIU presents Know Your 

Heritage Quiz Tuesday April 16 
from I :40 - 4:00 p.m. in CLS-
10 I. Come and watch the CICS 
team face off against the Main 
Campus team in a much­
awaited reJTiatch . 

Illinois State Police Testing 
Friday, April 19, 2002 at 9:00 

a.m. in SU-003. 

SALUTE TO THE 

GRADUATES 
May .200.2 Graduates 

Wendesday, April 17, 2002 

Noori. to 7:00 p.m. 
in Village Square 

Order your class ring, take 
g~aduation photos, register for 

prizes; obtain information 
brochures, pick up 

Commencement Tickets and 
much more! 

Please recycle this 
newspaper. When done 

matching your 
opinion Jllith our 

writers and 
checking out the 
latest news on 
campus, please 

Thank you! 

} deposit this paper 
£ in a nearby blue 

can/ 

Around Campus 

Mark the ca·Iendars 
Classical Concerts in April 
NEIU Percussion Ensemble Concert 
Wednesday, April 10, 7:30pm 
Fine Arts Center Recital Hall, 5500 North St.Louis Avenue, Chicago 
Free admission-free parking in Lot F (Level 2) 
Call 773-442-Info 
NEIU's Annual Spring Concert 
Wednesday,April 24, 7:30p.m. 
North side College Preparatory High School, 550 l N. Kedzie Avenue, 
Chicago 
Free Admission 
Call 773-442-Info 
A Renaissance Concert, Micheal Melton Conductor 
Friday, April 26, 7:30P.M. 
Fine Arts Center Recital Hall, 550 North St. Louis Avenue, Chicago 
Free admission-free parking in Lot F (level 2)· 
Call 773-442-Info . 
NEIU Faculty Concert 
Monday, April 29, 7:30p.m. 
Fine Arts Center Recital Hall; 5500 North St. Louis Avenue, Chicago 
Call 773-442-Info 

"All That Jazz"-April Concerts 
NEIU Jazz Ensembles, directed by Mayo Tiana w/Special Guest Artist 
Bob Ojeda 
Thursday, April 11 7:30p.m. 
North Side College Preparatory High School, 550 l N. Kedzie Chicago 
Free admission 
Call 773-442-Info 
NEIU's Annual Spring Concert 
Wednesday, April 24, 7:30p.m, Chicago 
Free admission 
Call 773-442-Info 

. Tuesday, April9, 2002 



Students remain tolerant 
in spite of growing conflict 
by S. Fatima Quadri 
Staff Member 

"He was only a young boy, with 
dreams and aspirations," sighs 
Zainab Patel as she reminisces 
about a boy in her village back 
home that was killed in the Hindu­
Muslim conflict that has escalated 
over the past months. A morbid 
feeling has cast into the homes of 
the families whose loved ones are 
trapped in a web of vengeance and 
hate. 

The state of Gujarat has a history 
of Hindu-Muslim disputes , this 
time the origins of the riot came 
from the city of Baroch. It began 

Hindus. 
This occurrence marked the air 

with brutal hatred; infuriated mobs 
burned, raped, and looted their own 
neighbors. Nearly 2,000 people have 
died, the vast majority of them 
Muslims, once again leaving the 
people with skin-deep wounds and 
destruction. "The police watched 
them as they burned people alive," 
grieves Zainab Patel, "we have no 
trust in the police, most of them are 
Hindu." 

Although, the aggression has 
reached its worst in years," most 
students at Northeastern avert from 
allowing the conflict to enter into 
their own social spheres. "I have 

"The police watched them as they 
burned people alive," grieves 

Zainab Patel. 

when angry Hindu mobs took 
offense to the slaughtering of cows, 
on the Day ofEid-ul-Adha (the day 
Muslims commemorate Abraham's 
sacrifice of Ishmael) and attacked 
Muslim shops and homes in late 
February. Hindus revere the cow 
as symbol of purity and sanctity. 

The situation was only to get 
worse when a Muslim girl was 
raped and hacked on a train 
carrying Hindu believers headed 
towards the construction area of a 
Hindu Temple where a Mosque 
once stood. In rage, the Muslims 
lit fire to the compartment, which 
spread throughout the train killing 
an estimated 58 people, mostly 

many Muslim friends, and I don't see 
why that should change," explains 
Urvish Patel. "The Indian media is 
what instigates revenge, if people 
didn't know, they wouldn't retaliate." 

Jagrut Patel nods her head in 
agreement. "Tensions have grown 
on Devon Avenue for the same 
reason, but I just don't understand 
why they can't get along. I am a 
Hindu and I have the same blood as 
a Muslim, so what makes us so 
different?" 

Fortunately, the younger 
generations adopt a tolerant 
ideology. "We don't need more 
Hindu-Muslim riots," asserts Zainab 
Patel, "certainly not in Chicago." 

Follow the 
election 

results with 
the 

Independent. 
Pick up our next issue on 

April 23 

Lipmanovich 
continued from page 1 

Mach, head of the Music Dept. 's 
search subcommittee why they were 
looking for candidates. "She said, 
'How did you know?' ... and said 
that they were looking for someone 
with better credentials," said 
Lipmanovich. 

Referred to NEIU by retired music 
alumni, Dr. Harold Berlinger, 
Lipmanovich quickly built up a list 
of piano students from four to 24, 
reviving the pedagogy (teaching 
method) classes, and ensemble. She 
also engaged in an impressive series 
of recitals and performances at NEIU 
as well as other Chicago university 
locations. 

According to Lipmanovich, piano 
students from DePaul, Roosevelt and 
Univ. of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
have contacted her about transfening 
and auditions. "I have students 
coming to study with me, why didn't 
they tell me directly? Why won't 
they let me sit in on [performance] 
juries? Why aren't they ·considering 
me?" said Lipmanovich. "The other 
candidates I have seen aren't more 
qualified. I am not just concerned 
with my status as a professor, but 
with my students' professional 

News 

future." 
Many students agree that 

Lipmanovich should at least be 
considered qualified as a candidate. 
The apparent lack of faculty support 
for Lipmanovich, and the rumors 
circulating throughout the 
department have created confusion 
for current students in connection 
with auditions for scholarships. A 
student (who asked to remain 
anonymous) told The Independent 
that faculty members have left 
Lipmanovich out of 
communications, resulting in 
discrepani:;ies of audition 
requirements and information. 
Several students also commented on 
the lack of attendance at their 
convocations, adding to a feeling of 
department apathy and petty politics. 

A senior student mentioned she 
was looking forward to graduating 
from the Music Dept. on a more 
timely basis through the additional 
courses made available by 
Lipmanovich. She said now her 
plans will have to change, and added, 
"The students have become the 
victims of this situation. Dr. 
Lipmanovich has brought in a higher 
quality of student since I started 
studying with her, providing me with 
more stimulating challenges at 
Northeastern that weren't there 

before." 
"I could have assigned my 

pedagogy students with specific 
students for this summer," said 
Lipmanovich. "It was my 
understanding that if I had enough 
students sign-up for summer in 
January, I would continue teaching. 
Now, they say that that was not 
true-that summer is only for the 
tenure track . .I was also looking 
forward to having my students play 
at different locales in the city." 

Teaching piano calls for an 
unusually close relationship with the 
teacher, compared to many subjects. 
Lipmanovich spent the first semester 
assessing her students' abilities and 
creating individualized programs of 
study. "In the second semester the 
students are ready to be challenged 
1;1nd I help them to bring up their 
standards. They learn to work on 
their own. Their growth in 
independence also c'Omes about 
through the work of the ensemble," 
said Lipmanovich. "I was required 
to teach 20 hours a week, and I was 
working up to 32 hours a week. The 
extra hours, of course, have been 
without pay. I am flattered that my 
students have recognized my efforts 
and have gathered together in my 
support." 

A dual citizen of the U.S . and 
Israel, Lipmanovich was looking 
forward to recruiting both locally and 
internationally. "It is ironic to me that 
I was asked to speak on "University 
Day" about the future of the arts in 
the college curriculum. Given the 
facts, I felt I had to call Dr. Steinberg 
and decline the discussion. The 
president was unaware that I was 
even leaving," said Lipmanovich. "I 
find it hard to believe that my 
teaching at NEIU will end in three 
weeks. I have other offers but I really 
wanted to stay. I think it is really sad." 

A majority of her students 
continue to hope that they can make 
a difference by voicing their opinion. 
What do you think? Do you think 
students should have a say? Write 
your response to The Independent, 
neiu _independent@yahoo.com 

Lipmanovich is scheduled to 
perform at NEIU in a Chamber 
Music Recital with special guest 
artist, Albert Igolnikov, 7:30 p.m. on 
April 29, in Recital Hall, at the Fine 
Arts Center. 

Students petition to retain Dr. 
Lipmanovich as a faculty 
member and teacher 

3 
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Candidate Statements 
President (vote for one}: 
DOBRZYNSKI, Lukasz 

One of my goals as President will be to increase the 
visibility of NEIU. The greater the reputation of our 
university in the community, the greater the value of our 
degrees. To achieve this, we need a better, stronger-than­
ever SGA, one that fosters positive, productive 
relationships between the students, faculty, staff, and 
administration. I have a lot of eneigy, and if you vote for 
me, I will ensure that action is taken to improve our 
university. 

I am a business and management junior at my third 
year at NEIU, working hard as a University Honors student 
and University Ambassador to promote and improve 
NEIU's image outside of school. In spring 2001, I 
represented NEIU at international conference in Warsaw­
Krakow, Poland presenting my research paper on N,AJ'O. 
□ This year I have organized an international conference 

at NEIU, entitled "Europa," on the challenges and 
opportunities of the European Union enlrugement process. 
Eight representatives from five different Consulates 
General in Chicago, a group of students from University 
of Warsaw, Poland, and students from other Chicago 
universities all participated in this event. □ 
GASPARD, Gary 
Dear Constituent: 

Casting a vote is not a privilege but a right! 
We have made great strides in my first term; I look 

forward to building on my accomplishments in the next 
year. My proven track record demonstrates that I have 
fought hard for you in all academic, social and economic 
levels. Below is a partial list of applicable 
accomplishments that my allies and I have achieved under 
my leadership in Student Government. We have: 

-Helped to open tw o additional classes toward 
graduation in the College of Education: EDUC FUND 
305 &306 

-Eliminated the separate hangtag charge from the 
parking fees, which saved NEIU students approximately 
$230,000 this semester 

-Negotiated an arrangement for the Daily Planner and 
saved us $16,000 this year 

-Empowered student organizations to operate freely by 
granting their entire requested funds _ 

My tenure as President has been one of the most 
rewarding experiences of my life. I really enjoy serving 
the student body. I have treated my position as a career 
and have never regretted that decision. While in this 
election, I count on you to re-elect me as your next 
President, I urge your support for the outstanding of 
progressive candidates in the Vision Party. We cannot do 
it with your vote! 

As President, in tirelessly working for you, I will 
continue to make fair and independent decisions. My 
experience and proven record can assure you that I will 
listen to your concerns. With honesty, integrity and fairness 
for all, I will carry the presidency. 

Vote Visionary! 
Gary Gaspard for President! 

CRUZ,Jason 
Lets make the upcoming year a year in which we work 

as one to improve our lives and make this school a better 
place. 

There are several goals I wish to accomplish as your 
President. In order to build student morale and school 
spirit, I will push to reinstate·the school athletic program. 
To allow for more flexible scheduling, my administration 
will strive to increase the amount of classes offered in the 
evenings and on weekends. We will develop a proposal 
to begin on-line courses, a program to allow all students 
access to an education. In addition, my administration 
will work day and night to add more Level Two parking 
spaces. 

During the past year, there has been a noticeable lack 
of communication between the students and the current 
administration. The only reason I see is the current 
administration's desire to run our Government in a 
Tyrannical Dictatorship. There is no place for this type 
of behavior in our school. 

TINEEKA REED Speaker, your voice will be heard, 
and we will make it one of the Executive Board's main 
goals to find out all the problems we ~ faced with, and 
how we can solve them. I urge you to take back YOUR 
Government and elect a new President, Vice President 
and Speaker. As we all know, the Government is for the 
people and by the people, and without your influence, 
change will not occur and your Student Government will 
continue on its mundane path. 

..._ Vote for JASON CRUZ, LUIS PULIDO and . 

TINEEKA REED, and our Government will once again bring 
credit to you and our school 
MARTINEZ, Juan 

. Vice President (vote for one}: 
LOGOTHETIS, Georgia 

I walk through the campus and see that our university is 
overflowing with uniqueness, achievement, and ambition. It is 
time to let others know how great we truly are. If elected, I will 
work to ensure that NEIU's reputation accurately reflects the 
brilliance of its students. I will reach out to student mganizations, 
encouraging them to sponsor activities that promote involvement 
and unity. I will also work diligently on behalf of students to 
address the high cost of textbooks, enhance academic advisement, 
and promote inter-university events. 

As a member of the StudentAction League, I am dedicated to 
transforming the SGA into an organization that directly affects 
and improves the lives of students. We can no longer allow power 
struggles and mismanagement to take precedence over the interest 
of the student body. 

SGA has been passive for too long. It is time to make it active 
again. After all, it is the Student Government Association, and 
you deserve the best. If you want real change, an SGA which is 
so in tune with the needs of students that it is pro-active and decisive 
in action, then elect.me, Georgia Logothetis, to the position of 
Vice-President. 
PULIDO, Luis 
YOUNG, Kendra 
Dear Friends, 

Vote Visionary! 
As Student Government Vice-President, I know what it takes 

to be an advocate for students. For the last three years, I have 
been tirelessly representing you to the administration. As a Senator 
for two terms, President and Treasurer of the "Black Heritage 
Gospel Choir" for one, I have learned that experience counts when 
leading an organization. 

My involvement and experiences have allowed me to hone 
my leadership skills and develop a passion for getting results. 
My tenure in Student Government proves it! 

During my first term, the Senate has accomplished many things: 
the Goodwin scholarship award for senators, securing public 
phones on campus, etc. I have helped many sororities receive a 
charter. As the Finance Committee Chair, I have ensured that all 
organizations that request funding are approved I 00%. · 

As a student who is majoring in Education, it is my priority to 
ensure that all student academic needs are properly met. Last 
semester, I played an active role in the opening of two major 
Education classes. 

As your next Vice-President, I will continue to establish an 
environment that will make students feel comfortable with 
exposing others to their culture. I support the diversity thatmakes 
Northeastern a unique institution: I will fight for your rights, 
especially those who are underrepresented, regardless of age, race, 
gender, and nationality. As Vice-President, I will represent you 
and make sure that your experience at Northeastern is gratifying. 

Vote Kendra Young for Vice-President and all otheroutstanding 
candidates in the Vision Party!!! 

Speaker (vote for one}: 
LOPEZ, Mynor 

Students ofNortheastem Illinois University; I'm running for 
the position of Speaker of the Senate and for the position of 
Illinois Board of Higher Education - Student Advisory 
Committee Representative. 

I have been in Student Government over the three past years, 
as your current Representative. I'm asking you the student of 
Northeastern Illinois University for you support to let me be 
your voice and your vote in Student Government and at the 
Illinois Board of Higher Education. Also, I would like to 
introduce Jason Cruz for President, Luis Pulido for Vice­
President Students get strong votes from our party. 
AVRAHAM, Caleb G. 
Dear Students, 

Hello, my name is Caleb Avraham and I am running for 
Speaker of the Senate. As your Speaker I will uphold order and 
strict adherence to our constitution during Senate meetings. I 
will work in conjunction with, and in opposition to the Senate 
and the rest of SGA I believe it is imperative that the students 
of our university have a well trained and well-experienced 
student body government, as well as one that services you- the 
student. I have served as a member of our SGW in two different 
positions, as a Senator and as a Justice. These two positions, 
which involve constitutional knowledge, have prepared me well 
for the Speaker position. · 

During election week vote for someone with experience and 
integrity. Vote for someone who firmly believes in the 
importance of teamwork and being a team player. Vote for Caleb 
Avraham. And remember: THIS SCHOOL BEWNGS TO 
YOU! 

News 

NIVOSE, Natasha 
Dear Friends, 

Vote Visionary! 
I am pleased to present myself to you, Natasha Nivose the 

Speaker of the Senate. My role as Speaker allows me to work 
closely with both the President Gaspard and Vice-President 
Young. This past year, my experiences have been gratifying. I 
was piuvided the opportunity to explore leadership in a broader 
view. I feel prepared to serve you for one more year. 

As Speaker, I was able to handle the Senate business in 
accordance with the Robert Rules of Order. It is the 
parliamentary procedure that we adopt to conduct our meetings. 
It has been my duty to keep accurate records of our Senate 
business. 

This year I assisted Vice-President Young in preparing our 
delegation for the Model Illinois Government Simulation that 
was held in Springfield, Illinois. 

I have the endorsement of Vice-President Young and 
President Gaspard who says, "Speaker Nivose has been 1ll1 
exceptional ally in my term for what is fair for students. There 
is no better person who could serve as the Speaker of the Senate 
than Natasha." 

My solid record provides you with my leadership experience 
to represent you. In our first term, we have accomplished more 
student-oriented objectives than any other previous 
administration. My experience in SGA makes me the best 
qualified candidate for the Speaker position. For an effective 
voice on campus, elect the following visionary candidates: 
Gaspard for President, Young for Vice-President, Elmahdi for 
Student Trustee, Daniefs for IBHE-SAC and the eleven 
visionary senators. 

Vote Visionary! 
Natasha Nivose for Speaker 

REED, Tineeka 

Trustee (vote for one}: 
ELMAHDI, Elsadig 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Vote Visionary! 
My name is Elsadig Elmahdi. I am majoring in Political 

Science and minoring in Economics. As an active student, I 
have been a cheerleader for various organizations on campus. 
Currently I am a member of these two great organizations: the 
Muslim StudentAssociation and Student Government, in which 
I serve as a Senator and the Charter and Rules Committee 
Chair (CRC). The committee deals with the SGAconstitution, 
by-laws and charters of all student organizations to approve or 
deny their charters. 

Last year as CRC Chair, with the concurrence of SGA 
executives, I have helped all student organizations to operate 
freely in accordance to our Charter Policy. Our records indicate 
that we have made greater accomplishments in the government 
for the benefit of all students than in years before. Under the 
guidance of President Gary Gaspard, I was able to enhance 
my leadership skills, awareness and involvement. I know that 
this year, Student Government has been more visible on and 
off campus. My goal is to continue to work hard and see the 
fruit of my labor. 

As your StudentTrustee, I will serve the position with honor, 
respect, and justice for all. As your advocate in the Board of 
Trustees, I will use my influence to keep our tuition affordable, 
open a computer lab in the PE Building, and providing more 
meeting rooms for student organizations. 

I urge your utmost support for the Student Vision Party 
candidates. 

Vote Visionary! 
Elsadig Elmahdi for Student Trustee 

WILLIAMS, Sir M. V. 

IBHE (vote for one}; 
LOPEZ, Mynor 
DANIELS,Andrea 
Dear Colleagues, 

Vote Visionary! 
My name is Andrea Daniels. I am a senior who is double 

majoring in Secondary Ed./ Accounting. I am currently a 
Senator in Student Government. As an advocate for NEIU 
students, I have learned how to comprise in the best interest of 
students. I am now a candidate for the Illinois Board ofHigher 
Education- StudentAdvisory Committee position. The IBHE­
SAC Rep. is the University student delegate to the state of 
Illinois. As your representative, I will utilize my skills acquired 
as a Senator to be an affective advocate for students at 
Northeastern Illinois University. 

As a student who will be representing you, it is my duty to 
promote awareness of the pending and standing laws affecting 
the Illinois State colleges and universities. I want to share your 
questions, suggestions and concerns with the Illinois State 
Administrators. I will negotiate the issues and policies that 

Tuesday, April9, 2002 



• 
r 

The ballot, an~ the running mates stands at your fingertips 

directly and indirectly affect NEilJ students. Northeastern is a 
commuter university consisting of full and part-time students. 
We also have several non-traditional programs that cater to 
returning adults and students with special needs. Collaborating 
with the SGA President and the University administrators, I 
will create strategies to better our institution. As a Student 
Government officer, I will continue to build upon the legacy 
that the current President, Gary Gaspard, began: adding more 
academic classes to the semester schedules, maintaining fairness 
for all student organizations, and creating a positive environment 
on campus. 

Student Vision Party needs your support! 
Vote Andrea Daniels for IBHE-SAC Representative! 

Senator (vote for one): 
PAGAN,Eric 
Greetings Cotleagues, 

My name is Eric Pagan and I am a freshman. I am planning 
to major in Accounting with a minor in music and I am also I 
am a member of the Black Heritage Gospel 
Choir. Since I've joined the Choir, I have learned a lot about 
working with a group. 

Sports are a passion of mine and goal is to be able to help 
people. I have always fought for the rights of individuals. I do 
not see myself a champion of some sort. I just 
feel compelled to be the voice of those who do not have one. 
One way that I can help students is to join the government. For 
instance, several years ago we had a 
basketball team here on campus. Unfortunately, it no longer 
exists. I hear students concerns about this daily. Northeastern 
recognizes the need for an athletic program so 
that more students can get involved as well as lift the pride of 
students. I am committed to fulfilling the need to re-integrate 
sportsmanship back into the University 

My priority is to reintegrate our membership in the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA). I have the 
endorsement of the current President Gary Gaspard. I 
have joined the Student Vision Party because ·it is a team of 
individuals who stand for integrity and fairness. This set of the 
progressive students and I lobby for what is 
right for all students. I am committed to assisting the 
administration in their efforts to make a positive change. 

Vote Visionary! 
Eric Pagan for Senator 

BERLOW, Linda R 
My name is SGA Senator Linda R. Berlow. As Senator for 

three years, I am the most senior senator. During my tenure, I 
served as the Chair of the Environment Committee. I was 
Chair of the Fall Election Committee. I am on the Search and 
Screen Committee for Dean of the College ofArts and Sciences. 
I worked with the Administration to plant more trees on campus 
and promoted recycling through marketing efforts. 

"To the best of her ability, Linda has demonstrated courage 
and dedication in Student Government. As a Senator and the 
Environment Committee Chair, Linda presented two excellent 
programs about Jens Jensen who was a distinguished landscape 
architec;t [Mayor Richard M. Daley's North Park Village 
involvement] .. . . " -Gary Gaspard, SGA President. 

I support all of the candidates in my Student Vision Party. 
Gary brings the highest standards of leadership, honesty, 

devotion, innovation and dedication to Student Government. 
He acts on student requests for help including having assisted 
Administration in opening two more, EDFN 305 and 306, 
courses in the College of Education. He works for bettering 
communication between Students with Staff, Faculty, and 
Administration. 

Experienced SGA Vice President Kendra Young works 
closely with SGA President Gary Gaspard. 

SGA Speaker Natacha Nivose is an exceptional ally in what 
is fair for students. 

Student Trustee candidate Elsadig Elmadi brings sincerity · 
and knowledge to this position. 

IBHE-SAC candidate Andrea Daniels has much interest 
in this position. 

Vote for me for a proven record of accompljshment t6 
continue. 
HOANG, Hien Due 
SMITH, Tyenece 
NARANJO, Leticia 

Vote Leticia Naranjo for Senator, 
As an active student at Northeastern, I'd be honored to 

become your Senator in the Student Government. I believe 
that we all should be a part of an organization here that 
represents our leadership, dignity, and integrity. Becoming 
your Senator will allow me to assure that all Sororities and 
Fraternities bring in a new student life of sociability. I will 
help provide the free expression and philanthropy that we all 
share. Our organizations have strongly encouraged education 
as the key to success. 
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I'm pleased to have the endorsement of President Gaspard 
. who says, " Leticia believes in strengthening student organizations 

on and off campus to enhance student activism and support all 
new chapters for Sororities and Fraternities on campus. We need 
Leticia in the Senate. Vote Leticia Naranjo for Senator. She will 
empower your student organizations." His kind message makes 
it clear. Voting for me will represent our unity and enhance our 
power to accomplish our mission. I will make certain that our 
organizations get an equal opportunity and the respect they 
deserve to operate their functions. 

Being a member of Sigma Lambda Gamma National Sorority 
Inc. on campus, it helps me identify the fine policy that is set for 
student organizations in our charters. We, NEilJ students, shall 
exercise our rights to get the most out of our organizations and 
help each ~ther to become positive leaders for tomorrow. 

I urge your strong support for the Vision Party candidates. 
Re-elect President Gaspard and his allies. 

Vote Visionary! 
Leticia Naranjo for Senator 

STOJKOVIC, Laura 
BANDY-LOWE, Cherelle 
DAVIS, Marlon 
Dear Colleagues, 

My name is Marlon Davis. I have served as a Senator in 
Student Government for two semesters. I am pleased to announce 
my candidacy as a Student Government Senator. This year, I 
was one of the most active Senators in the SGA. My experience 
in the Senate has been overwhelming due to the exposure 
provided by the current SGA president, Gary Gaspard. As a 
freshmen at Northeastern, I was new to the university • 
environment, students, and administration. My membership in 
the government has allowed me to become familiar with the 
campus policies, academic requirements, and issues affecting 
students. 

I joined Student Government to improve the quality of campus 
life for students, increase student activities, and bring back the 
sports program. I would also like to continue seeing organizations 
visible and active on campus. This year, we provided funding 
for all student organization events. 

I am a part of the Student Vision Party! This party was created 
for You. This year's election is important. In order to ensure that 
your voice is heard and your request are granted, I ask you to 
strongly support the Party that worked for you. 

Vote for the Student Vision Party candidates: Gary Gaspard 
President, Kendra Young Vice-President, Senate Speaker Natacha 
Nivose, Student Trustee Elsadig Elmahdi, IBHE-SAC Rep. 
Andrea Daniels. 

Vote Visionary! 
Marlon Davis for Senator 

SALAZAR, Olga 
One of my priorities includes the belief that all students should 

have opportunities of being able to receive scholastic awards to 
continue their education. I am someone who cares about 
education not only for me but also for others. I know that without 
education, it is impossible for one to fulfill his/her dream. 
Education is the key to success! For that I believe money should 
be distributed properly among students in order to continue his/ 
her education. My priority is to collaborate with the administration 
to help find scholastic awards for my students who would like to 
continue his/her study and have no money for it 

" A vote for Olga is a vote for collaboration with the 
administration to bring scholastic awards for all the students who 
are in ne¢ of it." Within the quote from President Gaspard, I 
have the ~nfidence that we will work well together. 

I have invested many hours involved in helping out my 
community. As an intern for the Honorable Congressman Luis 
V Gutierrez, I have been able to help many people. I understand 
that it may be hard for some to attend here for three years and I 
am able to comprehend the needs of the students. While in Student 
Government I will have a great opportunity to expand my political 
horizons. As a political science major, I want to be involved in 
the government and the democratic process 
NIVOSE, Yardley 
DULA, Victor A. 

I have been observing the Student Government Association 
at Northeastern for several years. I have seen administrations, 
both good and bad, occupy positions of power to the benefit and 
detriment, respectively, of NEilJ's students. Whether you, the 
students, are aware of Student Government's activities ornotmakes 
a difference in the quality ofleadership elected to serve you. 

In my campaigning efforts, I have talked with numerous students 
about Student Government, and often they respond with, ''What's · 
SGA ?" This widespread apathy anchored to the institution of 
government must change, and it must begin here with the 
government that is supposed to be the most accessible, the Student 
Government Association at NEilJ. 

It is my personal plea to you, the students, to attend student 
government meetings, get involved in the political process, and 
educate yourselves about this most fundamental aspect our lives. 

News 

"Oh, please! This is Student Government. How important 
to my life can it possibly be?" you may be l:1,Sking yourself 
It all starts when apathy gives way to ;i.ctive concern and 
participation, and what better way to start than with your 
Student Government. 

I am running for a Senatorial position in the Student 
GovemmentAssociation because I see and wish to reverse 
the damage that apathy has wreaked on what is supposed 
to be our representative body designed to voice the concerns 
of students and generate a positive campus experience. This 
is why the StudentAction League's candidates are the best. 
We know what needs to be done, and we will do it. Vote for 
the StudentAction League, and for more information before 
you make your decision, jump online, and go to www.neiu­
sal.org. 
PARKS, Angela 
MOHEMADTALHA,Anarwala 
MILLER, Brian 
Fellow Peers: 

My name is Brian Miller and I want to serve you as a 
Senator in the Student Government Association. 
Northeastern has diversity that no other university has. This 
is the perfect opportunity for all of us to learn about one 
another. I am committed to making certain that our 
University's environment promotes positive interchanging 
ofculture. It would be a grave mistake ifwe do not unite 
and make the variety found here at Northeastern count for 
something. 

Speaking of counting, I will work to make sure that all 
student organizations know that they are valuable and that 
their concerns matter. Adding more classes, scholarships, 
internships and educational travel matter to all students. 
My goal is to make sure that everyone knows that they are 
welcome to benefit from these things. 

We have already moved into the fourth stage of mankind: 
Information Technology Age. Northeastern has the 
resources necessary to equip every student with the tools 
needed to become a part of the "provide" and not suffer 
from the digital divide. I could not bear the thought of one 
of us becoming obsolete because of our inability to fully 
utilize technology. I have started a student organization 
with the purpose of addressing these issues. It is a student 

· chapter of the Chicago· Computing Society (CCS) . 
Fortunately, I have found a group oflike-minded individuals 
who are as concerned as I am. The Student Vision Party 
advocates for all things that are important to students. For 
this reason, I, along with the rest of the visionaries am 
counting on your vote. 

Sincerely, 
Brian Miller 

PIPER, Patricia 
DESAI, Kirankumar P. 
MILLWALA,Ahmad 
DABULSKIS, Bryan 
NARRANJO, Lehua 

As a student here at Northeastern Illinois University I 
will be honored to become a Senator for our campus. I 
believe that we all should be a part of an organization here 
on campus to represent our leadership, dignity, and integrity. 
Every student organization program has developed and been 
recognized as representing our diverse culture. All of our 
organizations have strongly encouraged education as the 
key to success. 

Voting for me as your Senator to represent our unity will 
erihance our power to accomplish our mission. I will make 
certain that our organizations get the equal opportunity to 
get the respect they deserve to operate their functions. I 
will also make sure that all organizations have more than 
two fundraisers on and off campus to develop the funds 
they need. As a Senator I will strongly encourage our staff 
and administration to value and gain trust in our 
organizations to help promote our pride. 

Being involved as a memberofSigrna Lambda Gamma 
National Sorority Inc., here on campus has helped me 
identify and be aware of most of the conflicts that we have 
on campus. For example getting a table in time for Open 
House, when we can and cannot do fundraisers, etc. As 
part of an organization I have done fundraisers on campus 
and also community services. We as students of 
Northeastern Illinois University have every right to get 
most of our organizations to help better others as well as 
ourselves. 

N, P, B, (vote for onru: 
Herrera, Gaby 
Magee, Michael 
DANIELS,Andrea 
PARKS,Angela 
MILLER, Brian 

5 



Parties 
continued from page 1 

colleges and feels NEIU could 
benefit from a line that would 
link NEIU's various campuses 
throughout the city. The plan, in 
its early stages, might involve 
SGA's purchasing a van or two 
with the administration taking on 
the burden of paying for 
insurance , fuel, and drivers. 
Gaspard has also promised to 
continue his fight for students in 
the parking lots where he claims 
students .are getting less tickets 
than last year due to efforts on 
his part and where he claims he 
helped save students $233,000 in 
fees that would have paid for 
parking placards, through the 
SGA-sponsored parking forum 
held under his administration. 

Return of the blue and gold? 

Both SAL and VP also have 
concerned themselves with re­
establishing NEIU in the realm 
of sports and the NCAA. 
Gaspard feels there is a need to 
compromise on the issue with the 
Board of Trustees, fearing more 
mandatory fees . "We need sports 
to bring in young students and to 
make NEIU a more complete 
learning environment," Gaspard 
said in defense of NEIU 
participation in inter-collegiate 
sports. "But such a move would 
be an investment and we would 
need a winning team." SAL 
Speaker candidate Caleb 
Avraham had similar goals, but 
did not feel a bold move into 
NCAA was necessarily the next 
step. 

SAL, money, and Gaspard 
The SGA was set up to manage 

an amount of money that stood 
last year at about $330,000 in 
student fees. SAL's campaign 
focuses less on the issues above 
and more on the very reason that 
SGA exists . SAL coordinator 
Jacob Heiss has charged Gaspard 
and Kendra Young with 
mismanagement of those fees. 

From the cost of refreshments 
served at SGA meetings (SAL 
maintains that $100 is spent each 
meeting, the VP says only $50 is 
spent) to the recent $2000 
student-fee-paid trip to a 
leadership conference in Boston 
for Young and Gaspard (in which 
Young cast the controversial 
deciding vote), Heiss stands firm 
in his opinion that SGA spends 
wastefully. Aside from 
"restoring respectful, efficient 
organization," Heiss says that 
SAL hopes to "[redirect] 
wastefully-spent monies from 
SGA officers back to the 
students." 

Heiss accuses Pulido and 
Leadership presidential 
candidate Jason Cruz of being 
"unable to stop these motions 
despite their positions in the 
Senate and supposed 
'experience."' Heiss furthe.r 
claims that Cruz, a member of 
the SGA's Finance Committee 
was marked absent for eve{y 
single committee meeting . 

Gaspard stands by the 
decisions made by the SGA 
during his tenure as president 
and proudly boasts that every 
club that has asked for money 
has gotten what they asked for 
and more. Even SAL presidential 
candidate Dobrzynski benefitted 
from this policy, according to 
Gaspard. "When Luke 
[Dobrzynski] came to us for 
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Student Action League endorsements 
bring up many unanswered questions 
by Scott Plencner 
Associate Editor 

The website of the Student Action 
League (SAL), one of two major 
organizations formed to defeat 
Gaspard's Vision Party in this week's 
election, lists eight student 
organizations which have 
"officially" endorsed SAL 
candidates. The reported 
endorsements of at least two of these 
organizations is bringing many 
questions to the forefront as the 
campaign comes to a full boil. 

The endorsement list is comprised 
of a hodge podge of organizations 
that SAL admits make strange bed­
fellows, including FMA, Hillel, the 
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, 
NEPSA, and the Marketing and 
Politics clubs. 

SAL reports of an official 
endorsement from the Feminist 
Majority Leadership Alliance 
(FMLA) cameas a surprise not only 
to SAL opponents, but also to the 
members of the FMLA. 

While FMLA president Ellen 
Larrimore said that she personally 
feels the SAL ticket is a strong one, 
she was surprised to see FMLA 

published as an official endorser of 
SAL. "We have made no official 
endorsements," she stated in a phone 
interview Saturday, "although we do 
plan to meet with SAL people at our 
meeting on Tuesday." 

In a statement on the same day, 
SAL veep candidate Georgia 
Logothetis said that Larrimore "has 
given us [SAL] her full support on 
behalf of the FMLA." She further 
added that SAL intended to include 
an FMLA member in their ticket as 
a Senatorial candi'date, but that these 
plans fell through as registration 
deadlines came and went last month. 

SAL campaign coordinator and 
webmaster Jacob Heiss claims that 
he did not personally talk to FMLA, 
but received word from other 
candidates that the well-known 
feminist organization had made the 
decision to "officially support" SAL. 

Vision party organizer and 
incumbent presidential candidate 
Gar)'. Gaspard urged his SAL 
opponent Lukasz Dobrzynski to 
"prove the endorsement." Gaspard 
said in a recent interview, "I have 
many friends in the FMLA, and I 
know they are not going to support it 
[the endorsement]." He pointed out, 

what he felt, was a good history 
between himself and the FMLA, 
citing the SGA's funding of the 
FMLA-spons_ored Holly Near 
concert a few months ago. "I know 
what FMLA stands for, and I'm not 
sure they would stand for SAL," said 
Gaspard. 

"They jumped the gun," said 
Larrimore in response to the news. 
She looks forward to speaking with 
SAL representatives on Tuesday. 

Gaspard also had issue with the 
official endorsement reported by 
SAL's website of NEIU's · Honors 
Program. "The Honors Program is 
not a student organization," he stated. 
If the program, an arm of the 
university, actually made the 
endorsement, it would prove a bold 
and revolutionary move on the part 
of program coordinator Kathy 
Kardaras. In no other SGA election 
in recent history has the university, 
or any department of the college, 
made an official endorsement of a 
candidate or group of candidates. 

Kardaras had not responded as of 
press time to confirm the report, but 
SAL coordinator Jacob Heiss stood 
by the report of the Honors Program 
endorsement. · "We received the 

endorsement of the Honors Program 
for a number of reasons," he said, 
"but mainly because in Kathy's 
opinion, we have the best candidates 
for the job." Heiss went on to point 
out that every SAL candidate 
happens to be a current participant 
in the Honors Program. 

Heiss maintains that "the election 
rules do not prohibit any department, 
program, or faculty member from 
supporting any candidate." He cited 
section V.6 of the SGA Election 
packet whi~h leaves campaigning in 
the class up to the discretion of the 
instructor and told thy Independent 
that a number of professors support 
SAL. "In the absence of any rule 
stating otherwise, Kathy agreed to 
extend the Program's official 
endorsement to us as well," Heiss 
concluded. 

Gaspard, meanwhile, said he 
would look into the matter and 
admitted that he has little time to keep 
up on the doings of his opponents. 

The campaign website Saturday 
also falsely reported the 
impeachments of President Gaspard 
and Vice-President Young. 

As of Sunday night, SAL changed 
all the. discrepencies on their website. 

Gaspard answers questions 
about·recent appointment 

by Scott Plencner 
Associate Editor 

President Gary Gaspard, in an 
interview Saturday, addressed 
opponents' questions about the 
removal of current senatorial 
candidate Ahmad Millwala and the 
re-appointment of Duene Otero to 
the vacated seat. 

Otero was initially appointed by 
Gaspard earlier this spring to fill a 
vacant seat and, according to the 
president, was a very involved and 
active senator. Otero, though, 
resigned his post for personal 
reasons , despite the advice of 
several fellow senators and 
Gaspard-allies who urged Otero to 
reconsider his decision. Otero 
resigned and left his Senate seat 
vacant, a seat that was up for re­
election this spring. 

Meanwhile, Senator Ahmad 
Millwala was growing ·weary of 

funding for his Euro program he 
asked for $18,000," said 
Gaspard, "we gave him $21,000 
and he took it and he didn't 
complain." 

The election so far 
As of press time and after one 

day of voting, Gaspard 
reportedly leads Dobrzynski and 
Cruz with 79 votes. Unlike last 
year's election, which ended in 
a fiasco, this year's election will 
be performed on paper ballots 
only. The votes are counted each 
day after voting concludes in the 
presence of several witnesses. 

Whatever the outcome, this 
election already stands out as one 
dominated by parties, hard­
fought campaigns, and the sort 
of controversy Gaspard, Pulido, 
and Heiss have never seemed 
_afraid to trudge through. 

what he called the "this side of the 
table versus that side of the table" 
politics of the Gaspard 
administration. "I lost all my initial 
motivation that I had in the fall when 
I first ran for senator after I 
witnessed the dirty politics of the 
SGA," commented Millwala. 

Millwala soon, according to 
Gaspard and the records kept by 
Speaker Nivose, missed enough 
meetings to be officially removed 
from the SGA, whose constitution 
forces removal if three meetings are 
missed in a row or throughout the 
course of one semester, or five 
during a term. 

According to Millwala, Gaspard 
informed him that he was "no longer 
a member of the Senate." Gaspard 
refused to acknowledge that he 
removed Millwala. "Nobody has the 
power to remove," explained 
Gaspard. "It's an automatic 
vacancy." As of yet, Millwala has 
been unable to confirm whether he 
missed enough meetings to be 
automatically removed and despite 
his unclear attendance record he 
hopes to win a. second Senate sear 
this spring with the Student Action 
League (SAL) opposition party. 
"This time I believe that with a new 
executive board things are going to 
be different," says Millwala of his 
renewed interest in serving as a 
Senator, "and that would encourage 
me to participate actively." 

Otero officially was re-appointed 
by President Gaspard in March, 
filling Millwala's vacated seat, but 
questions were raised by the then 
forming SAL and SAL candidate 
Victor Dula, who feared Otero 
resigned simply to avoid running for 
office, something Otero has never 
done. 

"We did nothing illegal," 
responde_d Gaspard to the 
allegations. the president has stated 

News 

that he doesn't quite know where the 
controversy came from and 
accussed SAL of"disagreeing with 
everything that has my name on it" 
and dismissed the already minor 
allegations as a simple attempt to 
gain some attention. 

"Otero would have had no 
problem getting elected," said 
Gaspard. "I do not understand the 

controversy. If it was an executive 
member of the SGA, I could see it, 
but it is a Senate seat." 

Gaspard also claimed no hard 
feelings for Millwala, whom 
Gaspard claimed he motivated into 
running for office. "If Millwala 
came to talk to me about it," said 
the president, "he would have been 
instantly iven his seat back." 



Candidates speak out on topics 
by John L. Bracich 
Senior Staff M ember 

It's election time again at 
North Eastern; stakes are 
high as all the executive 
positions a re open for the 
runnrng . Thirty people 
running, one must wonder 
where they stand on the 
issues facing everyone at 
NEIU. Students should care, 
or at the very least give the 
appearance of caring who is 
elected into the Student 
Government Association . 
SGA controls a the flow of a 
large amount of money, 
allocating to the various 
clubs and organizations that 
populate our august 
campuses . Over the past 
year, SGA has been home to 
a lot of controversy and 
excitement . When the 
elections are over, whoever 
wins, will be in a position of 
considerable influence. It 
behooves the populace at 
large to know who exactly 
will be wielding such 
influence . 

Recently, several of the 
candidates running for office 
were interviewed. Candidates 
from the New Vision party 
refused to take part in the 
interviews. Other candidates 
could not be contacted in 
time to take part in the 
interview. 

The candidates who 
participated in the interview 
were asked three simple but 
pertinent questions . The first 
question was how the tough 
the c and id a te thought the 
competition in his given 
position and between the 
parties would be. Following 
this was an inquiry on what 
the candidate wished to 
accomplish if elected into the 
Student Government 
Association. Lastly, the 
questibn of what was the 
biggest issue on campus was 
given to the candidate . Each 
candidate was given as much 
time he/she needed to answer 
the question. 

Lukasz Dobrzynski, Student 
Action League candidate for 
President of the SGA. 
1) How tough do y ou think th e 
competition is? 
LD: What surprised m_e was 
th at they (New Vision Party) 
campaigned very late . If the 
students paid more attention to 
the issues , Gary woul_dn ' t do so 
we! I. We don't know how well 
he'll do , we'll see how the 
campaign goes. We have a very 
strong di verse ticke t. 

2) What do y ou want to 
accomplish with th e Student 

Gover_nment Association, •if 
elected? 
LD: The major issue is to 
make SGA stronger, more 
visible. Over the past year, the 
SGA has not made a connection 
with the students . We need a 
united Student Government 
Association . There is a lot of 
arguing going on in SGA; they 
get nothing done and waste time 
- just all talking and no action . 
If elected, we will make the 
government stronger, and will 
use it's strength to improve the 
image for North Eastern. Build 
a better image ofNEIU outside. 

3) What do you think is the 
biggest issue on campus now? 
LD: I think the biggest 
issue is the lack of student 
involvement. I want to 
encourage the student body to 
be more active and involved in 
everyday campus life. The 
greater the number of students 
involved in a variety of 
activities, the greater the 
impact they will have on our 
university. 

Georgia Logothetis, Student 
Action League candidate for 
Vice Presidency of the SGA 
1) How tough do you think the 
competition is? 
GL: I think Louis is a 
worthy opponent. I'm not 
worried about the competition 
from the New Vision Party, 
because I know North Eastern 
students are intelligent enough 
to see through the fa9ade of 
their (New Vision Party) 
campaign; and realize that 
Kendra Young is unqual ified 
for the position. Overall, I 
know we have run a clean 
organized campaign that will 
Student Action League in 
office . 

2) What do you want to 
accomplish with the Student 
Government Association, if 
elected? 
GL: My main objective is 
to make SGA work for the 
students again. Student 
government has been to 
wrapped up in internal 
bickering and conflict to 
accomplish anything over the 
past year. If I'm elected, I will 
work to establish a student book 
exchange because I believe 
students' need an alternative to 
the monopoly that exists now 
on campus . I also want SGA 
to reach out to student 
organizations and encourage 
them to use the funds that are 
allocated to SGA for the 
enhancement of campus life. 
As it stands, only a handful 
of the student groups use all 
the funds , a statistic that 
needs to be changed. 

Basically, I want SGA to 
work for the students and 
not the senators and 
executives of SGA. 

3) What do you think is the 
biggest issue on campus 
now? 
GL: I believe that North 
Eastern students are in dire 
need of competent 
committed representation. 
Students have approached 
me with complaints and 
suggestions, which prove to 
me that NEIU student body 
was not apathetic - they 
actually care about the 
quality of their education 
and what goes around 
campus . Moreover, I know 
that if the students had a 
proper forum for addressing 
the issues of faculty 
competence, parking, 
textbooks, and advisement, 
we could really enhance our 
university. 

Tineeka Reed, Leadership 
for the Future candidate 
for SGA Speaker 
1) How tough do you think 
the competition is? 
TR: Very, very, we have 
a lot of people. 

2) What do you want to 
accomplish with the Student 
Government Association, if 
elected? 
T R : Diversify more than 
already is. I also want the 
speakers position to be more 
noticeable . 

3) What do you think is the 
biggest issue on campus 
now? 
TR: Tie between the 
parking situation and the 
need for more classes. 

Caleb Avrahan, Student 
Action League candidate 
for SGA Speaker 
1) How tough do you think 
the competition is? 
CA: I think that 
competition overall is tough . 
For the speaker, I'm running 
are tough. 

2) What do you want to 
accomplish with the Student 
Government Association, if 
elected? 
CA: Establish order and 
uphold the constitution at 
senate meetings . 

3) What do you think is th e 
biggest is sue on c ampus 
now? 
CA: Parking of course, 
always has been . Along 
with U-pass , name 

recognition (for the school) 
with the rest of the academic 
community. 

Mynor Lopez, Leadership 
for the Future candidate 
for IBHE-SAC 
Representative. 
]) How tough do you think 
the competition is ? 
ML: It's very strong. 

2) What do you want to 
accomplish with the Student 
Government Association, if 
elected? 
ML: I would like to make 
new organizations . Increase 
support for Latino 
organizations . See more 
Latino leadership. 

3) What do you think is the 
biggest issue on campus 
now? 
ML: Student fees, 
because class fees are going 
too high. We're not getting 
enough grants. 

Victor A. Dula, Student 
Action League candidate 
for SGA Senate. 
]) How tough do you think 
the competition is? 
VD: If the question is are 
there more competent senate 
candidates than I, I would 
say very few, if any. 

2) What do you want to 
accomplish with the Student 
Government Association, if 
elected? 
VD: My goals are very 
narro w and focused . I want 
to first of all, do my best to 
make sure student activity 
fees are not wasted in SGA; 
that includes such wasteful 
spending as catered food for 
meetings and unnecessary 
trips for executive officers . 
My other main goal is to 
help strengthen of if 
necessary replace SGA' s 
current constitution to 
prevent further abuses of 
power in office. 

3) What do you think is the 
biggest issue on campus 
now? 
VD: I think the biggest 
issue on campus, whether 
students are aware of it or 
not, is SGA itself. Students 
need to know what SGA is 
doing, so that at the v ery 
least they can make their 
concerns known to their 
peers who can make a 
difference . The current 
problems in SGA are a direct 
result of student 
disassociation and non 
involvement for ; for SGA to 
get better, this must change. 

When done reading, tossing, whopping other pe~ple _ 
with, and making hats out of this paper, drop it in a 
recycling bin- and do your part for . nature. 
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Just when you think you 
have some free time to play 

a game or two .... 

That's when the big tips 
come ringing in •... 

Suddenly you find yourself 
immersed in research trying 

to find out the truth ..... 

Despite how tough and 
tiring it may seem at times ... 

Yet when it comes time to 
meet that deadline, 

nothing can stop you ... 

The Independent is always 
looking for people willing to 

try their hand at 
journalism. There is never 
a wrong time to stop by our 

offices and join. 

Come on 
in and 

pull up a 
chair. 
We're 

waiting 
for YOU! 
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Planned Parenthood 
controversy not over 

Several months ago, I reported on a story that Planned Parenthood 
would be arriving at our school. Unfortunately, because of the closed 
mindedness of individuals such as Salme Steinberg; school president, 
and the board members, Planned Parenthood is now a thing of the 
past. 

It was decided last month, in March that Planned Parenthood would 
not be welcomed at our highly esteemed institution. Wondering why 
they are not arriving? Well I am too, and so is Jessica Lettow, director 
of health services , who had been planning their arrival. 

Planned Parenthood, which was founded in 1916, by Margaret 
Sanger as America's first birth control clinic, is now in many colleges 
and universities across America. They offer birth control options, 
pap smears, and consultations, as well as being extremely affordable, 
which is very important to college-aged students. 

Planned Parenthood was supposed to be a go at our school, but 
confusion over a morning after pill called Plan B, seemed to put a 
hold on their arrival, and then word came down that they would not 
be allowed to have services at NEIU at all. News of this was a 
complete surprise as well as disappointment to many, including 
Lettow, who had worked so hard for Planned Parenthood to be a 
reality in our university's health services. 

Salme Steinberg as well as the board members never explained to 
Lettow their reasons as to why Planned Parenthood would not be 
allowed, and never even asked Lettow any questions as to what Plan 
B is or as to what alternatives could be made. 

When speaking with Lettow last month about Plan B, I had asked 
her if she could have Planned Parenthood offer their services, but 
not offer Plan B. Her response was that sure she could do that, but 
why should she have to. Plan B is not the abortion pill, and all 
colleges in Illinois offer it, so why shouldn't we? We are not a 
religious university and even De Paul and Loyola offer Plan B. 

Obviously Steinberg and the board are completely in the dark about 
women 's health needs, and sexual health is critical for all women. 
Planned Parenthood would have been offering pap smears, affordable 
birth control pills, as well as inform students on STD's. Women are 
more susceptible to complications from STD's than men are, and 
we need and deserve to have affordable care. Steinberg should not 
believe that women's health care is a privilege, but it is our right. It 
would be so accessible , being at our school, and many female 
students would have used Planned Parenthood's services. 

For Steinberg to have offered no explanation to Lettow as to why 
she nixed the Planned Parenthood arrival is not only selfish but also 
irresponsible. Steinberg passed on a great service for women 
students, and she has the nerve to decline comment to me as well as 
declining comment to Lettow. Steinberg has made a very big mistake 
as well as making a bad name for herself. She has insulted every 
female student on this campus and every woman student should hold 
Steinberg responsible for her lack of common sense. 

Currently, Lettow is working on getting another service for women 
to come to our campus, and offer the same services as Planned 
Parenthood would. They would offer pap smears as well as birth 
control options. Lettow has been wonderful in her efforts in finding 
the right women's health service. Lettow has been relentless in her 
quest to get affordable health care for women at Northeastern and 
she deserves a big pat on the back. As for Steinberg, who has 
disappointed the whole student body, she should be ashamed of 
herself for ignoring women's health needs. 

■•);i-ifiiHl ·1•hi•I-■ ... _____________ _ 
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1 gave up on new poetry myself 30 years ago, when most of it began to read like coded messages passing 
between lonely aliens in a hostile world. 

Russell Baker 

Politics is the gentle art of getting votes from the poor and campaign funds from the rich by promising to 
protect each other from the other. 

Oscar Ameringer 

Elections are held to delude the populace into believing that they are participating in government. 
Gerald Lieberman 

Being in politics is like being a football coach. You have to be smart enough to understand the game and stupid 
enough to think its important . . 

Eugene McCarthy 

A conservative is a man who thinks and sits, mostly sits. 
Woodrow Wilson 

It is inexcusable for scientists to torture animals; let them make their experiments on journalists and politi-
cians. 

Henrik Ibsen 

The study of people who do not need to be studied by people who do. 
E.S. Turner on "sociology." 

The marvels of modern technology include the development of a soda can which, when discarded, will last 
forever- and a $7,000 dollar car which, when properly cared for, will rust in two or three years. 

Paul Harwitz. 

Only Irish coffee provides in a single glass all four essential food groups - alcohol, caffeine, sugar, and fat. 
Alex Levine 

The immature poet imitates; the mature poet plagiarizes. 
T.S. Eliot 

OPl:\10:\ BY SEAN RILEY, STAFF MEMBER 

Life just going to t edogs 
On Jan. 26, 2001, Diane 

Whipple was attacked and killed 
by a pair of 120-pound dogs as 
she was entering her sixth floor 
apartment in Pacific Heights, 
San Francisco. The owners of 
the dogs , Robert Noel and 
Marjorie Knoller, both defense 
attorneys, lived on the same 
floor as Whipple. As authorities 
investigated whether or not 
Knoller and Noel should face 
criminal charges they discovered 
a bizarre world that got people 
of San Francisco riled up. 

It turns out that Knoller and 
Noel were taking care of the 
dogs for two inmates at Pelican 
Bay State Penitentiary, also in 
California. The inmates, Paul 
"Cornfed" Schneider and Dale 
Bretches are described as 
members of the Aryan 
Brotherhood white supremacist 
gang involved in a scheme to 
breed and sell vicious dogs. 
Apparently Knoller and Noel 
met "Cornfed" through a 
criminal trial a few years before 
and hit it off. 

Knoller and Noel keep these 
dogs in their apartment in San 
Francisco. The dogs, Presa 
Canarios, are from the Canary 
Islands in Spain where they 
were outlawed in the 30's 
because they were too vicious. 
Those involved in dog fighting 
circles know Presa Canarios to 
be bigger, stronger, and more 
mean than Pitbulls . 

Prior to Whipple's death, 
neighbors filed almost 30 
complaints against the dogs. It's 
amazing enough that they were 
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allowed to keep these dogs in a 
sixth floor apartment but even 
more so after 30 complaints. 

Perhaps what makes this story 
so strange is what happened 
after Whipple was killed; 
Knoller and Noel adopted 
Schneider. Yup, they ADOPTED 
him. I guess you can adopt 
adults in California. The 
reasoning behind this adoption 
is still unclear and to make 
matters even more bizarre 
investigators found naked 
pictures of Knoller in the 
recently adopted inmates cell. I 
guess Freud was on to 
something. 

Knoller and Noels reaction to 
Whipple's death has been 
described as callous and "cold­
hearted." Knoll er wrote to his 
recently adopted son Schneider 
in jail to explain the incident and 
said if the neighbors didn't like 
his dogs they'd have to move 
out. In their trial one of their 
defenses was that the reason 
they were being prosecuted was 
to please the gay population of 
San Francisco (Whipple was 
gay) . Throughout the trial they 
showed no remorse and their 
lawyer apparently was quite the 
spectacle; she actually got down 
on all fours and barked, kicked 
the jury box, and screamed "way 
too much." 

When on March 21, 2002 a 
jury in California convicted the 
two lawyers, one for second­
degree murder and the other for 
manslaughter of Diane Whipple 
most people felt justice was 
done. It was a precedent setting 

case in California, no one had 
been convicted of a murder their 
dog committed prior to this ca.se. 
For many, this ruling was long 
overdue. 

I won't go so far as to say that 
there are either 'dog lovers' or 
' dog haters' in the world but I 
think do think that there are 
those who like dogs around, and 
those who don't. Generally I 
prefer no dogs, but if it's a 
bouncy puppy or Golden 
retrievers I'm usually fine. 
However I find Rotweillers and 
Pitbulls too strong and 
psychologically deranged for 
me to be comfortable when they 
are around. 

They say that a dog's 
temperament depends on how it 
was raised but after I was bit in 
the face last year by a pit-bull 
whose owner assured she 
'never' bit I've grown wary of 
that tale . What I want to know 
is, who is responsible for my 
bleeding nose and scared mind? 
Does the owner buy me a new 
lunch when I'm sitting in the 
park and their dog kicks dirt all 
over my food? Who is going to 
give me clean clothes when their 
'cute' doggie jumps on me and 
gets slobber all over my nice 
slacks? If I push the dog away 
softly it will come back, if! push 
the dog very hard I could be 
yelled at. 

This may seem trivial to some 
but for those who don 't like 
being attacked, either friendly or 
unfriendly, by 'mans best friend' 
we looking at 'man' to take 
responsibility of his dogs. 

Tuesday, April9, 2002 
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_ ·_ _ _ _ While it has been ml_mission in 1!!Y two 

previous articles to alert everyone to albums 
that should be given a chance from bands 
that many have not ever heard of, it is also 
my duty to remind the faithful readers of 
the Independent of albums that they may 
have forgotten. That is why my album this 
week is Bob Dylan's.Bringing It All Back 
Home. 

In the glorious history of rock music and · 
as well as folk music, few artists have 
touched the landscape like Dylan has. His 
influence in music was almost immediate 
upon his arrival, and it still exists today. 
Bands still cover his songs. Bands have 
lyrical freedom because Dylan gave it to 
them some 40 years ago. No one in music 
is as respected or admired by their peers as 
Bob Dylan is. To understand why Bringing 
It All Back Home is such an amazing record, 
it's important to know where it came from . 

Bringing It All Back Home was Dylan's 
fourth album. It has to be one of the most 

. ········· imporfanfrecords 6fthe i960's, . 6i: any . 
..... ··-decadi:"' for tliacmatter-:Wlien"DYlan first ·· 

came to New York in 1961, not yet 20 years 
old, he was in the midst of a folk uprising. 
Folk music, which had existed for years, 
was becoming a more significant part of the 
musical landscape. Things were swelling 
for the folk scene, and Dylan was just a kid, 
hoping to get involved. 

New York was the Mecca of folk music. 
The Village, which was put on the map by 
Kerouac and the Beat Generation, was its 
temple. Dylan began there, playing coffee 
house shows, blowing the public away. It 
was later that year that Dylan would sign a 
five year deal to Columbia records . 

Dylan's first three albums were brilliant. 
They were rough around the edges, but they 
were some of folk music 's finest work to · 
date. His songs were mature and confident. 
He had ideas, and he knew how to connect 
them with his audience. Songs of social 
protest, of government double talk, and of 
racism were the backbone of his message. 
With Dylan's first two albums, he had not 
only become a folk god, but he had 
somehow managed to become the voice for 
all ·emite g'ertetati6h ·:--susiness-waste-imy ·· 

-·· " 'Pi'ckingupforBob; ·· ·-· ··-· ······ 
By Dylan's third album, Another Side of 

Bob Dylan, Dylan had begun to grow weary 
of his political protest. He was jaded by 
the idea that an entire culture had begun to 
look to him for the answers and direction 
of their own political angst. While Dylan's 

. -· words have never beenshort ofamazmg arid . 
•· -- ha:ve--always·been·imp·ortant to· him;-it was~ 

the music as a whole that he cared about, 
not just a message. On Another Side of Bob 
Dylan he begins to lay hints to his audience 
that he was changing direction. In "My 

'-.. -- - •..• ""'" --· . -·- ...... - ~-- .. -, -- - - ·- - - - --- . . Back Pages" he states "But I was so much •.. 
- - - - - - - - - .. .. .... -··· ·-·· ·-•· ......................... ···- -- -·· -·- -- - ...... -· see Bob . 
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", . " the big screen 1111) 
Movie reviews for the average Joe . . 
by Brian Blaszkowski 
Chief Editor 

Let me first bid a nice "howdy-do" to you 
all, and introduce myself. I'm going to help all 
you average Joes and Janes find movies that 
don't completely suck. At eight bucks a pop, 
we can't have people wandering into movies, 
simply hoping for the best. No, that just doesn't 
make sense. So, here's the deal. I'll see the 
movies, I'll tell you if they were any good or 
not! Sound good? It better, because that's 
what's happening. 

I saw two movies recently, Resident Evil and 
Blade 2. Before I jump into the reviews, let 
me clarify a thing or two. I don't do research . 
I'm not going to tell you the actors names, or 
how many awards they won, or any of that crap. 
I'll go straight into the movie plot and the 
action, and how well it worked. ifl happen to 
know the names of actors in it, then I might 
mention them. Secondly, if you haven't seen 
these movies and don't want them spoiled, go 
read something else. Thirdly and most 
importantly, if you don't like swearing, leave. 
this is for the average person, and the average 
person won't hesitate to swear every now and 
then. OK, now that that's out of the way, let's 
start in alphabetical order with Blade 2. 

This is a sequel to Blade, obviously. A little 
background on the series: Wesley Snipes plays 
Blade, a vampire hunter. Apparently, a vampire 
got hold of his mother while she was pregnant 
with baby Blade, thus creating a bad-ass half­
vampire half-human type person. The result? 
From a line delivered by some actor/vampire 
in the first Blade movie, Blade the character 
has "All of their [vampire's] strengths, and 
none of their weaknesses." 

In short, he can go pick daisies in the middle 
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of a blazing hot summer day, and not be 
affected. Garlic doesn't bug him, neither do 
crosses or stuff like that. A stake in the heart 
will still probably kill him, but hey, if I ram a 
spike of wood in your chest, let's see you walk 
it off. 

Only problem is he needs to drink blood. 
Some old guy that he befriends (in a "mentor" 
kinda . way) creates a drug and makes Blade 
take it regularly, like vitamins. Except, the drug 
suppresses his urge to feed off of humans. 

OK, enough background. here's the deal: 
the first one was way better. That's usually the 
case with sequels anyway, so no surprise there. 
The unfortunate aspect of this is that the 
makers of the second Blade seemed to think 
_that adding a plot would be a good thing. To 
put it bluntly, they fucked up a good thing. the 
first Blade was action packed and rife with 
witty pseudo-put downs, like any good action 
flick should be. There was obviously a chain 
of events that could loosely be termed a "plot," 
but it wasn't stuffed down your throat. It was 
there, if you wanted to check it out, fine . If 
not, then there was still the violence and blood 
to see. 

In Blade 2, however, they emphasize the 
plot. To a degree of idiocy. The plot isn't overly 
complicated, but it seems damn near like rocket 
science when you realize that this is a movie 
about vampires. Plenty of twists and turns, lots 
of sub-plots and double dealings, and a little 
sappy love thrown in create a thick stew of crap. 
The violence is still good, but the plot is just 
everywhere. Can't run or hide from it, and 
embracing it is a mistake. Bottom line, tum the 
volume off unless someone's fighting. 

Blade 2 grade: B-. The action is really cool, the 
plot gets in the way of enjoying the movie. Kinda 

like a porn movie. Skip the dialogue and get to 
the good stuff! 

Now, we come to Resident Evil. A movie based 
off a video game. If memories of that wretched 
Super Mario Bros. movie sneaks into.your mind, 
tell it to get the hell out, because this was a good, 
solid movie: First off, it stars that chick from that 
Bruce Willis flick, The Fifth Element. I don't 
know her name, but damn, I wish I knew her 
number. She takes ass-kicking to new degrees 
of sensuality. I'm seeing this movie again just to 
watch her, and not concentrate on the actual plot. 

I wish I could give you background on the 
movie, but I really can't. never played the game. 
All I know is there's some engineered virus that 
turns people into zombies. But, luckily, that's all 
I needed to know. The movie starts off quick, 
and confusing. But, eventually, all things get 
explained. The chick from the Willis movie (I'll 
call her Melanie, .since I like that name and it's 
easier than writing "that chick from the Willis 
movie" over and over) and another character 
apparently live in a house, but they don't 
remember anything. the house is a cover for "the 
Hive," which is some secret lab that US 
government employees work in. They do all 
sorts of things, but the big one is genetic 
experiments and biological warfare research. 
Obviously, the shit hit the fan pretty hard, and 
now a clean°up crew is heading down to find 

Bob 
continued form page 1 

older then/ I'm younger than that now." This 
was Bob's way of telling everyone that he had 
grown tired of being a leader, that he was only 
24, that he wanted a change. · Dylal! ~anted 
the ability to be young and free with his music. 
To change when he wanted, however he 
wanted. 

Then came Bringing It All Back Home. The 
album was the start of a whole new era for 
Dylan. Music would be more up-tempo, it 
would be electric, it would be his way, and 
only his way, forever. The album opens with 
"Subterranean Homesick Blues," the stream 
of consciousness explosion in an altogether 
rockin' track. This seemed to be Dylan freeing 
himself from the chains that once bound him 
It was all the things he wished he could've 
wrote. It was nothing of importance, just 
brilliant and lacking a political view. 
Spanning only 2:21, it's was an alarming way 
to kick off the album. This was also the first 
single released, sending a shock to his legions 
of fans that he had arrived once again, and 
had brought a different Bob with him. 

Next came "She Belongs To Me." This 
track made a lot of sense to put next. It was 
tame in comparison to "Subterranean," which 
undoubtedly shocked a lot of Dylan's 
followers. In "She Belongs To Me" he begins 
with "She's got everything she needs/She an 
artist/She don't look back." This was most 
certainly a message to his followers to let them 
know that he had changed, and there were to 
be no apologies or regrets for doing it. 

Dylan's next song was "Maggie's Farm." 
Dylan fans had had a chance to become 
acquainted with it months earlier when he 
debuted it at The Newport Folk Festival 
(although it reportedly was played like shit), 
much to the dismay of his fans who booed his 
attempt to go electric. "Maggie's Farm" can 
be seen as a lot of things. One thought was 
that it was a new wave Dylan protest song, 
while other still seemed to feel that it was once 
again a message to fan's saying that he would 
be doing music with his own rules and 
limitations, not those rules and limitations 
dictated by the wants and needs of his fans. 

Perhaps the best part of the album are the 
eighth, ninth, and tenth tracks. "Mr. 
Tambourine Man" was the eighth, a 
stunningly beautifully weird song about drugs 
or anything else you can imagine him to talk 
about. This was for his folk fans, a throw 
back of sorts to the Dylan they're used to. 
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out who fucked what up. 
It's eventually discovered that Lemanie and 

some other guy (lucky bastard) were working 
for the Hive, basically pretending to be 
husband and wife to cover up the fact that the 
house is just some big conspiracy. When the 
virus got released somehow (go see it and find 
out how), the house released some amnesia 
gas as a precaut_ion, and went into full 
lockdown as a fail safe, so the virus doesn't 
get loose. 

With this interesting and completely 
unbelievable plot, the movie goes into a 
suspense/horror motif, with some good old­
fashioned ass-kicking to-spice things up. very 
exciting and cool, a must-see for any guy. 
Ladies might want to take a pass, unless you_ 
like this sort of thing. 

Resident Evil grade-A-. The minus is because 
Melanie is so damn cute, and always stays so 
damn clothed. Except towards the end, but 
that's more of a tease. A pleasant tease, but a 
tease nonetheless . 

That's it for now, but I'm looking to check 
out Panic Room, Signs, Spiderman, and Jason 
X in the near future. If this review wasn't as 
informative as you'd like, well, can't please 
everyone. 

Until next time. 

"Gates of Eden" follows and is done with 
great vision and maturity. Here Dylan plays 
with the idea of Eden, playing to its 
advantages and limitations. He speaks of it 
as a safety zone for the justification of the 
wrong doings of everyone: "There are no sins 
inside the gates of Eden." It's about the traps 
of our own inflated sense of self: "Leaving 
men wholly and totally free/to do anything 
they wish to do but die." His voice is strong 
and intense. This folk song is one of Dylan 's 
all-time great, but forgotten, masterpieces. 

Now maybe Dylan's best moment on this 
record, or arguably any other record, might 
be "It's Alright, Ma(I'm Only Bleeding)." 
This eight minute folk epic is filled with 
colorful imagery, and strong messages. Most 
believe this song to be yet another Dylan song 
about his idea to change his musical 
direction. Masked as a letter to ma, Dylan 
plays with the many thoughts and feelings 
he's having about the backlash of going 
electric, and the hurt he feels about it. "S9 
don't fear/if you hear/ a foreign sound/ to 
your ear/ it's alright, ma/I'm only sighing." 
In this Dylan justifies himselfand the ability 
to do it regardless of fan backlash . 
"Sometimes, even the President of the United 
States must have to stand naked." In the end 
you realize that this sort of angry towards 
his going electric will give him strength, and 
will not keep him from making the music he 
wants. 

Bringing It All Back Home is amazing in 
Dylan 's ability to slowly ease his audience 
into his new sound. Dylan still fills a large 
portion of the album his folk music, and 
sprinkles the electric in accordingly. This 
album ~as just the beginning of many things 
for Bob and the world of music. It wouldn't 
be long after Bringing It All Back Hom e that 
dealing would make "Like a Rolling Stone" 
a change the face of the length and meaning 
of a single on the radio. Soon after he would 
gives us rock's first double album. And of 
course he would constantly set the standard 
for reinventing yourself. 

It would have been impossible for Dylan 
to give up folk completely. No matter what 
Dylan does, ·there will always be two 
certainties. One is that a Dylan album will 
always have a laid back folk-like number, and 
that regardless of what Dylan does on a rock 
song, it will always be a little folk rock. 

Bringing It All Back Home didn't just 
change the landscape for Bob, it changed the 
landscape for music in general. Bob made it 
okay to change. Bob made it okay to be an 
artist and to never look back. 
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poetry from Brian -Some talk of you ~n·d me 
So you never really needed __ 
And I always kinda thought I needed quite a bit. 
As the conversation dribbled onward with crab claws 
scuttling-
I think we would have been better off 
As a pair of squirrels chasing each other up and down tress 
Instead of this transgression between thorny branches 
Far flung, high above the-grounded rose bushes of-
We left a lot behind to get here, cozy clouds billowing 
Where are we now? 
Are you sure it was all that bad before? 
Down there, back then, maybe if we-
I really never expected any kind of answer when 
With a slight nod and smile I volunteered up my confession, 

"I think we need to talk about this, I-
I've been meaning to say this for a while now, I­
I've really come to feel very strongly for-" 

Nothing at all 
Did creep back out at me from the dark night of your­
Silence prevailing on the . other side of the line 
So I bit it off with a light to the butt-end of my day 
I always rather figured that a blind eye would be turned 
You can't afford to watch my dreams again 
Up th_ere on a higher limb with all the unapproachable­
Subject of conversation that we'll probably never have 
Fly as wounded birds in the salty fluids of my misdirected 
Mind - Full of all the uneasy glances and coffee 
Stirring up the sugar from the milky cream in my blood­
I just don't know if this is all I really wanted 
And you're not sure if this is anything you ever wanted. 
I always rather hoped it would end with a bang-
I rather always think it will end with a whimper. 
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II poetry from Brian Rohloff I :JI 

basing den. 
✓ 

And... ,; 
MV hot s-Mo((v wor(dl. of Me(+ed wax, f>urn+ AJgar f>u++s, and creepv-craw(v 
.sl> iders p(uMp wit ~' wine +ha+ is toasted a pure Mother's Mi((( of nigh++iMe 
wonderMen+ +l)S+ vouth knows as in+i~w e(v as a f>ed partner ~+ which 
we've aU (eJ~/ f> e hind as +he go(den v<,'!J rs of foggy MeMorv f> ~ (( when it 
t/it/n't ~at~ r an ti the sun was Just a~ "ut as ~right as it ever w.,,l u(tJ ~e again 
and +he Moon was a sa(+v s(ice of g en cheese to f>e p(aced..,fJ pon a crac((er 
and nif>f>(ed whi(e having +ea pa ies with aU +he other /6Us and +ovs of 
"Wonder(and co~e f> ac((! " and I'd t(( vou not to (augh at M~#c(u Msv MoVeMen+s 
of t/i~ointet/ f(ow with tJiscortJ, ent notes that rea((v W$'~ there tO ret,resent 
Ufe and our tiMes together,9,J'ndernea+h +he tree of f;fa,rs when no one was 
(,oo((ing and we cou(d s-Up ::6ff our Masks and MakeJbve with ,ur eves +ha+ 
+hen didn't know how +~t1il(.ose doors to +he sou( oe,~av good e and hang up 
+he phone-tic spe(Ungs+' ~re aU gif>f>erish soundittu+ I was. ancing to +heM 

~ . 
anvwav an·d ves I \)'SS' dancing with MV uns,tordina+ed oveMen+s ,as l'~•w 
prone to do when •• !Pf>u+ Mavf>e it was an in/t,nation of he MOS't desperat'e 
sort of divinationrin hopes of S'UMMon'ing,%,/p a pic+u r of vou as I pran.c*ed 

. i J,r' ¢ 

a(one f>e+ween,.;;fhe (ic((s of cand(e f(aMe ✓f:lhen everv ing was stiU U+ uy and 
did I +eU vou ::how I pain+ +he Most f>~~u+ifu( pie res of vou and //*when 
vou're not here to see +heM f>u+ ·1 Q1ln'+ put +h into words or 4"~wn on 

'-- Jjt •• 
paper f>ecause +ha+ wou(d take aw~ +heiress · ia( e(eMen+ of f>etr,g (igh+er 

. # . ¼ 

+~hen . ai,r and untouched f>v +hi~4wor(d +ha+.~:. done us wrong •• a'tnd do vou 
reMel\lf>er what it was Uke f>e~J!te when wP2r..,,.,.,ou(d have f>een *caUing it (ove 
a(readv and not worrving a"' wout what u(d happen f>ecac,·se it was not 

# • 
scarv on +he p(avground w;i~n I c~4(d p~11/ vou on +he swi~l's with vour hair 
f>(owing f>ac(( Uke great w1ngs +ha+ w~i)(d carrv vou up into +he stars where 

- qi . % 

vou f>e(ong and +he on(J -'),(ace +ha+ ~ ;as reaUv safe and*.we wou(d (augh and 
r wou(d exp(ore +he slfin on vour f>tc,>c(( with gen+(e he4i+an+ fingers (oo((ing 

• A~ • 

for +he p(ace f>e+wJn +he f>ones)15Where vou had +l,ose wings an 41i1c(((ing 
,If \,,,·' .• · 

·1our fancv · with slf(v words of a dav (ong pas+ f>u+.•1 asked vour . rdon for 
,~if 

+rving to coUectr:w4b ~ood when I on(v reaUv wanted to f>ring it together 
~ . 

and present i+ttt n a si(ver p(a++er in a f>anc:zuet +ha+ I he(d in ur honor if 
vou wou(d t>ul aUow Me l'U dreaM enough for f>o+h of us and vou to coMe I . 
with Me wJ,fte I proMise to show vou how to do it again an ou'U reMeMf>er 
if vou'U j/:ls+ +rust enough in ever.v+hing I can'+ sav and + U++(e ·Ugh+ +ha+ 
shines taihind +he eves of a chi(d who knows what it re Means and is Just 
+rvin,'+o get vour attention so he can +eU vou whi(e t;sten-in si(en+(v as if 
+h~./f# were +he firs+ words ever spoken and +his Just +he f>eginning ... 
M/v f>e +his~is Ju t-+ +he f>eginning •. 
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What happened 
to Planned 
Parenthood? 
Students speak out 
about forgotten program 

"I believe it should come here because we do 
have a lot of young parents who go here. I'm 
a parent myself. I think it was wrong that the 

program was stopped. It would empower 
women. By stopping it, they are denying 

women the right to control their own bodies. 
That's not right. Give me the right to choose 

at least." 
Shaneetha Lewis 

"I think that health care services needs to be 
prgvided here on campus. Planned 
Parenthood has been around a long time and 
is a healthcare service a lot of women already 
use. They have to go facilities that aren ~ close 
by. It would be really nice to have this type of 
facility at Northeastern. It would be really 
timely for us and more cost effective. " 
Lisa Ashor 

"I think they should give some 
justification. Generally. I think 

Planned Parenthood is beneficial. 
Definitely when people enter college 
they get a lot more sexually active. If 

you don ~ have information and 
resources, especially emergency 
contraception, you run a risk of 

pregnancy and Planned Parenthood is 
a good step in stopping that. The 

bottom line is that there is a good 
service being denied to the students 

for what I think are ideological 
reasons. 

Tom Robb 

"I'm indifferent. I think it's a good service 
for those who think they need it. I don't think 
it was right for the school to deny the 
program. If they give away free condoms I 
think another incentive should be added on 
to what we allow here at this school in terms 
of sexuality for women, and men. " 
Ada Ortiz 

"It's not fair to the students who are 
parents or who have family members who 

are parents who could pass that knowledge 
along. This free country and we need that 

kind of support for everyone. " 
Ben Newburg 

" I feel it would be an asset for Planned 
Parenthood to come. I think that the 
services could be used. If they were 
planned to come here I think they 
should have come. By telling them not 
to is a slap in the face. It's a service 
that should be provided. " 
Eric Kowalke 

Tuesday, April 9, 2002 

LETTERS FROM INDEPENDENT READERS 

Right-wings are wrong 
Dear Editor, 

In his article, "Go Away, 
Planned Parenthood", 
Independent associate editor 
Scott Plencer pulls out all the 
stops as he treats us to yet , 
another lurid display of his 
relentless ring-wing paranoia. 
He conjures up images of 
Planned Parenthood 
"operatives" roaming the school 
"advising expectant mothers to 
abort." He insists that Planned 
Parenthood is out to "oppress" 
us, mainly by distorting "our 
perceptions of liberty" by 
spreading the diabolical lie that 
"freedom" might actually have 
something to do with "choice". 

What the hell has Plencer 
been smoking? Does he even 
believe what he is saying? I 
sometimes think that the 
Independent only runs articles 
like his to create a flood of 
printable rebuttals and thus save 
themselves the work of actually 
putting a halfway decent paper 
together. 

Christianity suppressed at 
NEIU? Give me a break! There 
is at least one (the Intervarsity 
Christian Fellowship), and 
probably more than one, 
Christian group that meets 
regularly on campus. Students 
get together and pray, study the 
Bible, and do all kinds of pious 
things . The second floor of the 
student union building is bible­
study central. Most afternoons, 
you can't swing a dead cat up 
there with hitting one of the 
faithful. And what evidence has 
Plencer that Catholics are 
especially oppressed? Since he 
presents none, I think it is safe 
to say he has none. 

Plencer 's attempt to smear 
Planned Parenthood by 
portraying it as some kind of 
mass conspiracy of latter-day 
eugenicists is equally ludicrous . 

To be sure, Planned 
Parenthood does have a 
checkered history. For example, 

Opinions 

early in this century, Planned 
Parenthood worked hand in 
hand with the US government to 
forcibly sterilize poor women in 
Puerto Rico (see Betsy 
Hartmann 's book, Reproductive 
Rights and Wrongs, p. 97). 
However, using this argument to 
say that contemporary Planned 
Parenthood should not be 
allowed on campus is like 
saying we should all boycott 
Krupps and Volkswagon 
products because those 
companies once worked for 
Nazi Germany. 

Most appalling is Plencer 's 
pretended concern for "the lives 
of the unborn". Plencer writes, 
"A life in poverty is not a wasted 
life and in a nation as great and 
fair as ours anyone has potential 
and at least the write to live ." 
Am I hallucinating, or did the 
Independent not recently run a 
scathing article entitled, "Take 
Care of Your Own Baby!" In it, 
Plencer's cohort Victor Dula 
denounced the provision of 
childcare, and heaped scorn and 
derision on poor women and 
their children. And we are 
supposed to believe these guys 
give a rat's ass about poor 
women and children of any 
color? 

I am sorry to see that the op­
ed pages of the Independent, a 
paper which purports to be the 
voice of the campus, has 
become nothing but a sounding 
board for a bunch of right-wing 
loonies . And they are loonies­
not just George Duyba or 
Donny "Star Wars" Rumsfeld­
type loonies, but Pat Buchanan/ 
G . Gordon Liddy/Mayer 
Kahane-type loonies. As 
someone who has often been 
accused of being a left-wing 
loonie (and I suppose the case 
could be made), I hope you will 
print this letter in the interest of 
balance. 

-Dennis Fritz 

Thank God 
for a Christian 

• voice 
Dear Scott, 

I want to thank you for your 
"Planned Parenthood" article 
in last week's Independent. I 
am a graduate student at 
Northeastern in the Reading 
M. A. program. I honestly 
didn't think there was another 
Christian conservative voice 
in the whole school! I had no 
idea that the college kicked 
out Campus Ministry but I did 
know that it seems to be SO 
ACCEPTING of every 
religion except Christianity 
(as our world is today). 

I volunteered at a Chicago 
pregnancy center that held 
office across the hallway from 
a Planned Parenthood. Girls 
would come into our office 
thinking they were in Planned 
Parenthood and change their 
minds on the abortion they 
had scheduled for that day. 

Its amazing the lies that 
scared young women will 
believe when they're 
desperate. I knew the history 
of Planned Parenthood but 
was so glad to see that you 
included it in this visual place 
for college girls to see and 
called PP out on what they 
represent. 

I am so disappointed that 
Northeastern is going to bring 
this awful BUSINESS into 
the school-and that's all it is , 
business. They obviously 
could care less about the 
emotional or spiritual lives of 
the women they see. It's all 
about making money. 

Thank you for standing 
boldly for Truth. There are far 
too many who wouldn't have 
written this piece and I 
commend you on your 
boldness and your incite. 

Happy Easter! He Is Risen! 

-Courtny M . Aljancic 
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Israel vs. Palestine 
Students speak about conflict 
occurring in the Middle East 

"I don 't agree about the tactics Israel is using. The Palestinians are just trying 
to survive from day to day. What the Israelis are doing is making it harder for 

the Palestinians to live. The Palestinians are just looking for a place to call 
their own. Isn ~ that the bottom line? We all want to belong? Land is what 
defines us. Without land you are basically no one. In the future, I hope the 

Israelis lighten up on the Palestinians, because all the Palestinians want is to 
live." 

Laura 

"America has its own interests in the conflict. Everyone is labeling 
Arafat as the enemy. The whole conflict is basically one sided. If your 
going to take one side without considering the other guys then why even 
get involved? Why do we keep sending money over there anyway when 
we have all these problems here? People are out of work, we can i get 
gas at the right prices ... its always jumping up every three month ... The 
situation is just urifair however you look at it. " 
Denis Pritchet 

" In order to understand the conflict, you need to understand the history of 
Israelis and the history of the Palestinians. It involves a lot more than violence 
back and forth. To put it briefly, the Israelis have given the Palestinians many 

opportunities to be peaceful. They bent over backwards, they've been willing to 
give up land and things like that and the Palestinians, as of yet, have not been 

able to follow through even once on giving the Israelis peace. " 
Joseph Kandelman 

"I don i think Peace is possible unless Israeli troops pull back from occupied 
territories and Arafat is no longer under siege. Until then Sharon (Bush) have no 
right to expect anything from Arafat.''. 
S. Fatima Quadri 

"The Palestinians need to get rid of Arafat. He isn't a good leader. The 
Israelis need to take over the Palestinian schools because their books are 

filled with hate; killing Israelis, being martyrs .. . The Israelis definitely don i 
need to give up their land because its their land. The Palestinians need to 

learn to live in peace. The suicide bombings are wrong and their killing 
innocent people. If they don i learn to live in peace the Israelis are going to go 

to war with the Palestinians. They either work it out or they 're going to go to 
war. 

Shana Stone 

"I think the Israelis and the Palestinians need some US help in ending the 
conflict. I think they need some sort of political figure to come over there and 
help them come to some sort of compromise. There are a lot of people dieing 
over there and they need to cease the fighting. " 
Octavia Brown 

"The Israelis need to cut the Palestinians some slack and give them back most 
of their land. They've been gentrified from their land. They need permits to get 
in and out of Israel when their holy land is there. Some need medical attention 
and they can i receive it because they 've been barred from coming in to Israel. 

So I think the Israelis need to cut the Palestinians some slack. " 
Fred Claremont 

"The situation is very bad over there. The Israelis are using all sorts of tanks, 
helicopters, missiles ... As for the suicide bombers; it s something the President 
can i stop. It s not in his hands; its the people themselves. It s what people feel 
for their countries. We don ~ call them suicide bombers but that the way people 
describe it. " -
Rafi Hamad 

IO Opinions 

Serenity of Bethlehent 
surely gone 
by Yousef Munayyer 
Massachusetts Daily Collegian 
(U. Massachusetts-Amherst) 

(U-WIRE) AMHERST, Mass. -­
I remember only a few years ago 
walking in the streets of 
Bethlehem. I remember visiting 
the church of the nativity and 
kneeling beside the spot where 
Christ came into this world and 
praying. I remember the gentle 
breeze that flowed through the 
hills of the city and rustled the fig 
tree's leaves . But most of all, I 
remember the serenity. 

I can only remember now how 
it was. The serenity is surely 
gone. The church in which I said 
my prayers that day is now filled 
with children who scream and 
mothers who cry. Soldiers now 
patrol the streets that I had 
walked on. The breeze now blows 
up against the turrets of 
unmoving tanks. And the serenity 
that made Bethlehem so sacred 
has disappeared. 

It is time for action to be taken. 
The Palestinian population is 
under siege, not from suicide 
bom bers but from apache 
helicopters, F- l 6s, tanks and 
possibly the world's best-trained 
army. The bloodshe d is 
overflowing in the lands of milk 
and honey. The Arab hospitals are 
burying their dead in the parking 
lots outside, because their 
morgues are overflowing . A 
populatiOIJ that has endured so 
much is now being tested again 
by a brutal onslaught against the 
infrastructure of a state being 
developed in the dreams of its 
inhabitants . 

Ariel Sharon is waging war. He 
has neglected the United Nations, 
again, and he has ignored the 
European Union. The United 
States has turned its cheek yet 
again. It is time for the Zinnis, 
Tenets, Mitchels and the like to 
get out and stay out of the Middle 
East. It is time to hand the 
mediation to be handed to the 
Europeans. The United States has 
shown that it cannot broker a 
peace deal impartially. The only 
time anything significantly good 
came out of negotiations was 
through Oslo . All the photo 
opportunities with Clinton and 
handshakes before flashing 
cameras have done nothing . 
President Bush hasn't even done 
anything yet. The Holy Land 
needs a King Solomon , not a 
Pontius Pilot. If the United States 
still wants to feed the blood 
hungry Israeli occupation 
machine with aid and weapons, 
it has the right, but it is not fair 
to the Palestinians for the United 
States to toy with the process. 

Cease-fires have proven to be 
useless . Palestinian factions will 
not cease from attacks until the 
Israelis completely withdraw 
from the occupied territories, and 
the Israelis will not stop 
incursions until the fac ti ons halt 
their attacks. 

The plans that the United States 
has tried to carry out have led to 
what we have today. The only way 
for this violence to stop is for the 
top Jeaders of both countries to 
meet together under European 
supervision in secret and to come 
out and announce a settlement 
once and for all. All of the meeting 
with "top aids" and "top advisors" 
are nonsense. 

The very first step is the halting 
of the offensive by the Israelis 
before it becomes a regional war. 
Then Israel must recognize Arafat 
as the head negotiator for the 
Palestinians. Exile is nonsense, 
and everyone knows that. Arafat 
is not a terrorist; in fact, if the 
world needs to be reminded, he is 
a noble peace laureate. Many have 
called for a different person to 
lead the Palestinian people, but 
this is not the right thing to do. 
Arafat has been with his people 
since the beginning. He has fought 
relentlessly with a gun and with 
diplomacy. He has survived plane 
crashes and assassination 
attempts . He is recognized by the 
world as the leader of the 
Palestinian people, and any 
attempts by the Sharon 
government to de-legitimize him 
are underhanded, unnecessary and 
are only going to further put the 
peace process off track. 

Once Arafat is treated as a 
partner, the two leaders must 
begin to talk about major issues 
like the right of return and the 
displaced Palestinians from 1948. 
These important issues must be 
dealt with, not only to achieve 
peace, but for justice. The 
Palestinians are fighting as they 
are because they have been treated 
unjustly. This must be recognized 
and corrected. 

Sharon must be willing to do 
this, and ifhe truly wants the best 
for the safety of his people, he will 
not hesitate because it is the only 
way out. Violence only begets 
violence, and Sharon, a former 
war general, should know this. 

Sharon must be willing to set 
aside whatever hatred he has for 
Arafat or the Palestinians and 
must be willing to work this out 
diplomatically with no conditions. 
He cannot expect to be taken 
seriously ifhe makes comments to 
Israeli newspapers saying he 
wished he had "liquidated" Arafat 
when he had the chance . If 
Sharon, an ageing war general 
who ran on the platform of 
providing security for his people 
only to bring them the worst 
violence the nation has every 
witnessed , wants to be 
remembered as a man who did 
good for his people, he cannot do 
this behind a tank, only behind a 
table. 

As for Bethlehem, I can only 
hope that one day I can return to 
you and once again pray in your 
churches and witness your 
serenity. There will come a day 
when we will all pray together in 
ye O Little town. 

Something on your mind? Don't keep it bottled in! 
Write to us! 

Letters to the Editor 

5500 N. St. Louis* E-049 * Chicago, IL* 60625 

email: neiu_independent@yahoo.com 
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In defense of your Student Government 
The SGA is probably the 

most cursed student 
organization on the planet. 

If you are as used to reading 
negative things about SGA as 
I am, then the idea of them 
caring about the student 
body's best interests becomes 
shocking. SGA have been 
called everything from 
powerless to being a vacation 
league. It has even been said 
that the Senate is a bunch of 
"zombie-like piles of 
clothing." 

To the average reader, the 
opinionated accusations 
formed against the SGA shows 
how appalling the organization 
is . But, what about those of 
us who know well enough that 
no organization here at the 
University would be able to 
operate as freely as the 
Student Government does and 
not have the administration on 
their behinds? For this reason, 
I have decided to find out 
exactly what goes on in this so 
called destructive 
organization. 

"There are people in the 
SGA who do not share the 
same ideologies. 
Unfortunately, some of them 
make decisions based on who 
their friends are while the 

majority, do their job . That job 
is looking out for the best 
interests of the students," says 
president Gaspard. Gary 
Gaspard went on to show me a 
few of the accomplishments of 
the Student Government. They 
are as follows: 

Helped open two additional 
classes toward graduation in 
the College of Education: 
EDUC FUND 305- & EDUC 
FUND 306. 

Eliminated the separate 
hangtag charge on the parking 
fees, which decreases them by 
30% and saved stud<ents 
approximately $230,000 this 
semester. 

Negotiated a reduced deal on 
the Daily Planner, which saved 
students a total $16,000 this 
academic year. 

Allocated funds to clubs for 
many events, such as Europa, 
the Holly Near Concert by the 
Feminist Majority Leadership 
Alliance, the Business & , 
Management Club's Etiquette 
Dinner, Black History Month, 
Spanish Awareness Month -
Puerto Rican Day, Asian 
Awareness Month, the Hip 

Hop Organization's, the 
Muslim Student Association, 
the Student Council for 
Exceptional Children and the 
Illinois Education 
Association's activities. No 
student organization has been 
rejected for or received less 
than requested funds through 
the Student Government. 

These are all very 
impressive. But what about 
the accusations against the 
student government like the 
president being a dictator? 
Vice-Presiqent Young stated, 
"No disparaging titles will 
prevent us from serving the 
students. Our goals and plans 
are not secrets. We care about 
the ones we walk the halls with 
and want to make sure that 
being a student a Northeastern 
prove to be beneficial for all." 

Well there you have it folks! 
The student government may 
have some representatives 
who are not aware of its 
purpose and how it should 
function. But, the majority 
has worked quite diligently to 
make sure that tlie University 
serves all of the students. And 
according to president 
Gaspard, there is a whole lot 
more to come. 

Professors hew-are of students 
I've been coming to NEIU 

for 3 years now, with a 3.94 
GPA, and have had by large, 
many great professors, and in 
many departments. However, 
I personall y have come to 
witness and experience some 
unfair, or inadequate behavior 
on the part of a few particular 
instructors. 

When incidents were 
hurtful to students (often 
including myself), I placed 
complaints with the 
department head verbally. 
When a professor was 
particularly unfair and 
obstructive to my progress, I 
respectfully presented my 
grievances in a letter to the 
dean of that department. 
After several meetings with 
the department head, dean of 
Arts & Sciences, and the head 
of the faculty union , I 
received no guarantees to 
amend problems, and saw no 
substantial change, nor 
reprimand due. 

The department heads (3 
separate incidents) would 
pretend that there was no 
serious problem, some even 
claimed that I was the only 
one with complaint, hoping to 
discredit and discourage me . 
But, I knew better! Just to 
convince them -on the third 
time- I made ready a full page 
signed petition. 

It may unfortunately be true 
however, that most students 
are either disorganized, too 
pessimistic or apprehensive, 
belligerent, blase', or just too 
lazy to formally complain . 
Some students think that 
unfair, or incompetent 
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professors are just an ordinary 
obstacle, and a part of life; "I 
only got 2 more semesters to 
go and I'm outta here". 

When people don't 
complain, it means that things 
are as well as can be expected. 
But, if they really aren't, then 
you would be giving a false 
impression by not voicing (or 
even in an anonymous but 
credible letter) your view or 
account of mistreatment. 

Well , unlike those personnel 
in charge who are unwilling to 
break with tradition and bring 
about positive changes for the 
students, who they are 
appointed to aid, I care to 

. make lasting amendments that 
will serve my fellow students 
and future generations of 
NEIU students. 

Professors beware! I'm 
currently asking for fellow 
students proficient in web 
page design to organize a 
group, monitoring a· list. At 
the end of each semester, 
students will be asked to 
participate in a roll. They 
will be able to vote for up 
to 5 greatest professors they 
have had at NEIU, and 5 
worse. The results will be 
tallied and presented as a 
golden, and a black list, 
containing 10 of the best 
professors to look for during 
enrollment, and 1 0 ·of the 
professors you might want to 
avoid . Consensus will 
establish who may be at the 
top of the list. 

This list will enable us 
students with a reference as 
to what we may expect 
during the next semester. 

Furthermore, I will ask for 
the university president, and 
the faculty union to consider 
the lists during contract 
renewals . If enough students 
drop a particular section, or 
not enroll, the school will 
have no other choice but to 
get rid of that instructor and 
hire a competent one . 
· You professors are 
supposed to be properly 
trained for your burdensome 
occupation. But, some of the 
things my fellow students 
tell me are shameful. Just 
remember that from now on 
a name will be publicized in 
account. 

It is generally not an easy 
act, placing formal 
complaints . So, complaints 
should be respected . I 
respect and hold valid my 
fellow student's complaints, 
even when I'm not in that 
class with them. I think , it's 
time that the faculty 
members that I'm speaking 
of (and you all know who 
you are!) Should do the 
same. 

Even if you faculty don't 
have a ready solution in your 
defense, acknowledge that 
you would consider the 
situation, and that either a 
change, or a sound 
explanation will follow. 
Stubborn, or inappropriate 
behaviors should not be 
tolerated. 

All students who are 
interested in helping with 
this cause, please e-mail me 
at: A-Jamali@neiu.edu 

-Amir Jamali 
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War on terror still on 
After Sept. 11th there was 

outrage, there was a call to arms, 
there was the declaration that you 
just pissed off the wrong world 
superpower. We declared a 
unilateral "War on ·Terror" and 
promised to hunt it down where 
ever it was allowed to fester. There 
is not a cave deep enugh or remote 
enugh for the terrorists to hide 
from American justice! We 
bombed Afganistan up to the 
stoneage, took down the Taliban 
and decimated Al Queda. We are 
feeling pretty good as we dish out 
some serious, justice and 
retrobution. 

But the War on Terror is having 
a down side which is only 
becoming all to apperent in Israle 
and the West Bank. The two sides 
in this conflict are escalating their 
retoric and their actions to a point 
where peace may never be 
possible. We vaguely defined what 
a terrorist is and looked at it as a 
blank check to dish out "justice". 
The Isralies were all t!) willing to 
pick up on this, and The United 
States can no longer advocate 
restraint and be taken seriously 

from a position of moral 
authority after we unleashed the 
war machine for actions taken on 
us. 

The Middle East conflicts will 
not be solved at the point of a 
gun. The Middle East loves 
marters, and · they seem locked 
into a mentality of "You kill one 
of ours we'll kill ten of yours" 
on both ,sides. The Arab world 
seems ready to side with The 
PLO and go after Israle, which 
could drag The U.S. into this 
quagmire. I don't know the 
answer to the question of what to 
do, but I do think the Texas 
"shoot first and ask questions 
later" mentality is letting a very 
big nasty Jeni out of the bottle, 
one which will be very hard to 
contain. The United States needs 
to deal with international 
terrorism and certainly you do 
not bomb the World Trade Center 
and The Pentagon and expect to 
get away with it but we also need 
to lead by example and that 
example should be restraint. 

-Tom Rob 

A blast fro01 the p~st 
"No prison, no life sentences, no 

second chances. They must die." 
Stipulated Victor Dula in his 
article "Teaching Evil to Children" 
(November 13 issue) as he 
ex.pressed his grief regarding the 
Madrasas (schools of Islamic 
studies) because of a special on 
Night Line that attempted to 
answer the question of why certain 
countries hate America. 

Dula tends to overlook that 
Political experiences and views 
vary from region to region. For 
example will a boy growing up in 
Deerfield have the same opinion 
about America as a boy growing 
up in the Robert Taylor Homes or 
Reservations? Just the same, kids 
growing up in theses countries 
share complete different 
experiences; if you're a 
Palestinian boy who lost his best 
friend because of an Israeli bomb · 
funded by the US, you won't 
exactly stand up and sing America 
the Beautiful. People in theses 
countries don't hate America or 

American values; they hate 
_American foreign policy because 
they have seen the worst of it. 
We will never see an end to 
terrorism until we attempt to 
begin fighting it on our own 
front. 

As a student of a Madrasa it 
enrages me to hear anyone call 
all madrasas "hives from which 
evil flows", especially someone 
who knows nothing about their 

· curriculum or objectives. It is the 
same as anyone calling a Bible 
study an institution of evil 
because of the KKK or Jewish 
studies evil because of Jewish 
extremist groups. 

Finally, using the media as an 
authentic source is a mistake in 
itself. Was it not the same media 
who was accused of"mistaking" 
footage of Palestinians dancing 
in th_e s-treet from 1991 as 
celebrations of terrorist attacks 
on September 11, 2001? 

-Name withheld by request 

~1 .. ook,Jtue got nothing against glubalu;ation~ 
jiutm k,nuas id 11ot in m~ .batlt}tard. -1!> 
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If you could change one thing about 
Northeastern, what would it be? 

"I would raise the academic requirements 
to get into the school. " 

Paul Sauter 

"Making more room for students to take 
classes in " 
Claudia Negrau 

"I would add a food stanfi, at the P.E. 
building because they don 't have good 

food there. " 
Paul Rosencrans 

"Eliminate the parking fee!" 
Rickey Flournoy 

"We need a team for all sports. " 
Dwayne Williams 

"Better student interaction in activities. " 
"Sess" Long 

"Add a smoking lounge in the cafeteria " 
Jennifer Mancini 
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What it Ineans to be in a Sorority 
by Andrea Zelinski 
Staff Writer 

Imagine the collective 
experiences you have encountered 
with your very closest friend . 
Think about what that person 
knows about your family, lifestyle, 
past , present and future . It 
probably took years to develop that 
type of in-depth relationship. Now 
imagine condensing all those 
experiences and knowledge into a 
matter of a couple months while 
being expected to be close as 
brothers or sisters in the end. This 
is what members of fraterni ties and 
sororities face upon pledging. 

Given that Northeastern Illinois 
Universi ty houses a mere three 
sororities and one fraterni ty, not 
many know of this process. More 
over, not many know of this bond 
shared by those in it. The bonds 
developed while attempting 
initiation into a Greek organization 
are immeasurable. An individual 
may do things he or she never 
would have done for anyone else, 

must get through this and move 
past the disagreements in order to 
move to the next level. 

Friendship begins to gel once 
sacrifices are made. Sacrifice is 
the biggest part of any 
relationship, especially in a Greek 
organization . While trying to 
create some type of bond with 
these people who are no longer 
strangers, obligations are taken 
seriously. One may have to 
postpone time with their 
boyfriend or girl friend, 
reschedule dinner plans or call in 
sick to work for none other than 
the betterment of the group that 
has now made a difference in your 
social life. You get used to seeing 
these fellow pledges on close to 
an every day basis while 
completing fraternity or sorority 
activities. 

But th e stru ggle is very 
difficult. Plans are canceled, and 
sometimes outside relationships 
are broken. Not only do these 
moments define who we are, but 
help one strengthen through each 

other. As the process 

about religion, sex, or other risky 
issues of discussion without fear 
of judgement. Some people have 

friendships without the ability to 
truly trust. Yet, as a pledge into a 
fraternity or sorority, this trust is 
established in weeks. When you 
begin to trust someone you open 
up not only your mind, but your 
heart and soul to be heard from 
someone who is now very 
important in your life. You let 
yourself be seen past the makeup 
or fancy clothes and designer 
shoes. When you let yourself be 
seen for who you are, trust is when 
you know that you will not be 
judged for it. 

I I continues, the 
relationships between 
the pledges grows with 
teamwork. You must 
work together ._ _______________ __. regardless of the 

Now that trus t is established, 
the men and women of their 
respective Greek organization 
have found a bond. They can feel 
the· sacrifice and the trust they 
hold for each other. These people 
have shared countless experiences 
together through t'his 

• organizations. · The bond is felt 
when you know how your pledge 
brothers or sisters feel toward you. 
They trust you, your judgement 
and your ability. They know you 
like the back of their hands. It is 
such an overwhelming feeling. 
The bond is when you know 
exactly what they are trying to say 

or sacrifice some of their scarce 
time and energy for each other. 
The truth is, aside from the 
involvement from the fraternity or 
sorority itself, unbreakable bonds 
are not only established but also 
strengthened with individuals one 
never thought 

strengths of the strongest or 
weakest links. Patience and 
nerves are pushed to the limit. At 
this point, some people just do not 
take it anymore. Yet, the strong 
ones do by staying committed and 
pushing forward .to find some way 

when they cannot find the 
they would meet. 

In the 
beginning, no one 
knows what to 
expect. As one of 
many perspective 
members into this 
organization, you 
are lucky to know 
a single soul. 
These men or 
women are· of 
different ages, 

To be a sister is a very special 
privilege, because as a sister 

you are automatically family. 

words. The bond is the 
realization that you will 
grow old with these 
people. You will be there 
side by side thrqugh 
school and careers, 
weddings and babies. The 
bond is imagi ning your 
kids playing together, and 
watching them grow up. 
Or looking forward to 
growin g o ld togethe r, 

backgrounds, 

Being a sister is support, trust, 
love. It's an honest opinion 

when no one wants to tell you 
the truth. knowing you sti ll have 

each other. The bond is 
being a brother or sister. living styles, 

inc omes and 
ci rcum sta n ces. 
Th ey mi ght 
happen to go to 

-Patricia Pipper of 
Sigma Lambda Gamma 

Many people have 
- trouble finding a friend 

who would ever reach a 

class on the opposite days as you, 
or work in the middle of the night 
while the world sleeps . These 
people are different from you in 
many ways. 

Yet, you have one thing in 
common: this fraternity or sorority. 
From day one, you are expected to 
begin and maintain a healthy 
relationship with these individuals. 
This is difficult through the 
awkwardness and tension of an 
acquaintance . Sometimes this is 
successful , and relationships are 
formed with ease. Other times it 
is with 
people you 
do not like 
or get along 
w i t h , 
leav ing a 
never­
endin g 
battle . Disagreeme nts lead to 
dislike and anger. Some how, you 
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point of complete trust, let 
to iron out their differences to get alone a bond. Some never will. 
the job done. Somewhere along The important thing is to realize 
this path, trust is built. the options available. Though 

Once trust is being a 
established, one --------------.. part of a 

knows that they ~Ar fraternity 
have made more or sorority 
than a social · is difficult 
acquaintance, but work, it is 
a friend . This is _______________ _. worth the 

when one has 
confidence that their pledge 
brother or sister will be there on 
time, or be responsible for their 
jobs. The more spectacular gift 

is when you 
can not only 
trust these 
people with 
emotions and 
feel ings, but 
with lifelong 
secrets you 

never thought would be revealed. 
You can share personal t~oughts 

dedication 
and sacrifice. Throughout this 
process, relationships have not 
only been established, but also 
strengthened to a point of trust 
and love for dear friends. While 
most dorm available college 
campuses have an average of 
twenty percent of their students 
.involved in Greek organizations, 
Northeastern has only a handful. 
To think hardly a handful of 
students have been able to 
expe rience th is li fe changing 
realization on this campus. 

Features 

A vision for the 
Chicago River 
by Sean Riley 
Staff Member 

It's happening across the globe, 
and it ' s happening in Chicago . 
Wherever there is a water source 
deemed beautiful that is next to a 
city, "they" are building trai ls. 
These trails line the shores of 
rivers, lakes , and oceans. (They) 
are being used as a catalyst for 
commun ity re vi talizat ion and 
improving th e env ironment a l 
health of urban water sources . 

The "the y" of Chicago are 
called Friends, or Friends of the 
Chi cago River and since 1979 
they have been gett ing Chicago to 
realize what a be autiful river 
fl ows through the heart of their 
city. Friends has many projects 
taking place at one time, but two 
of their major focuses have been' 
constructing and devising plans 
for the Chicago River Trail (CRT) 
or organizing community events 
that will both clean and beautify 
the Chicago River. 

Friends ' vision of the CRT is a 
continuous trail connecting over 
50 urban neighborhoods and 
suburban communities along the 
River's 156 miles. The City of 
Chicago has endorsed the CRT; 
which means that the tra il has a 
legal place along the Chicago 
River. Perhaps as a result of this, 
or for philanthropic reasons, many 
large development companies are 
incl uding in their riverside 
property designs, a place for the 
CRT. Even with the help of the 
city and some businesses there are 
obstacles that need to be 
overcome. 

The trail is designed to cover a 
large distance, from_ Lake County 
tci Cook County, and being an old 
city Chicago is very developed. 
The proposed CRT's shoreline is 
fi lled with residences, businesses, 
industrial zones , bridg es, all of 
which are potential obstacles fo r 
the CRT. One of these obstacles 
has bee n bridges. Withi n the 
proposed leng th of the trai l 
hundreds of bridges cross over the 
Chicago River. An overwhelming 
majority of these bridges were 
built prior to the concept of the 
CRT. Since there is no room for a 
trail to pass under these bridges, 
Friends has either had to design a 
trail to go around the bridge (and 

therefore leave the river for a bi t) 
or attempt to fit the trail under the 
bridge. Other obstacles have been 
resident s illeg all y placing " no 
trespassing" signs in fron t of their 
property ; or developers eith er 
purpose ly or inadverten t ly 
cons t ru c t ing unusabl e tr ai l 
sections. 

Yet Friends has persevered and 
with the help of commun ities 
throughout Chicago, many sections 
of the CRT have been bui lt. Some 
noteworthy sections are: the Forest 
Preserve bike trai l from Caldwell 
Woods to the Chicago Botanical 
Garden, the trails along the North 
Sho re Cha nn el, and the trail 
connecting the river trail to the 
lake trail that runs to Michigan 
Avenue . 

Along with constructing the 
trail, Friends and active 
community effort has improved 

· water quality, restored wildlife 
habitat, and reduced the damage 
from floods . Friends has earned an 
"international reputation for 
innovative urban river work" and 
has received various· awards 
because of their efforts . Their 
effort has and continues to be, with 
the community. Through public 
outreach 11nd education programs 
1200 people each year learn about 
the Chicago River through 
volunteer-led canoe trips, walking 
tours, bicycle tours, and cruises. In 
1995 Friends started the Chicago 
River Schools Network (CRSN). 
With near 200 teachers CRSN has 
involved thousands of students in 
water monitoring , cleanups, and 
advocacy. 

NEIU students that wish to 
participate in any of these 
programs should read about them 
in more depth on the internet at: 
www.chicagoriver.org, and then 
either call (312) 939-0490 or 
email: friends@chicagoriver.org. 
Here are a few examples of what 
you may find: Adopt -A River, 
Green Corps, Urban Canoe 
Ad venture s, No rt h Branch 
Waters hed Proj ect . and the 
Flatwater Classic. The Flatwater 
Class ic is part race/ part lei sure 
cruise starting in Clark Park and 
finishing off in Ping Tom Memorial 
Park . The web si te is 
comprehensive and worth visiting 
whether or not you are interested 
fo getting involved. 

Pick up the next 
issue of the 

Independent on 
April23 

Do:n.'t: 
Delay! 

13 



For me, the most 
challenging thing about 
college is paying for it. 

That's where UPS lends a hand, with money for my education, 
plus good pay and other benefits, including a schedule that fits my classes. 

PACKAGE HANDLERS 
Steady, Part-Time Jobs • $8 .50-$9.50/hour • Weekends & Holidays Off 

Paid Vacations • Consistent Work Schedule • Great Benefits 

Stfldent Finonciol 
AsJiJtllnce Podu,ze 

DOWNTOWN CHICAGO 
( 1400 S. Jefferson St. • Loop) 

Ph: 312-997-3749 

NORTHBROOK 
(Shermer & Willow Rds.) 

Ph: 847-480-6788 

Please call our facilities direct or call our 24 hour job line at: 

1-888-4UPS-JOB 
Access Code: 4412 

(La traducci6n en espaiiol ahora es disponible.) 

*Program guidelines apply. 
Public bus transportation is available. Equal Opportunity Employer 

NEIU Presidential Lecture Series 

CHITRA 
BANERJEE 

DIVAKARUNI 
Thursday, April !,~ 

·Author of ... 
The Mistress of Spices 

Sister of My Heart 
The Vine of Desire 
Arranged Marriage 

The Unknown Errors of Our Lives 

"Divakaruni combines a gift for absorbing narrative with the artistry of a painter:' 
- Publishers Weekly 

"The Indian experience in America - and the conflict between the traditions of her homeland 
and the culture of her adopted country is the focus of much of Divakaruni's writing." 

"

Northeastern 
Illinois 
University 

Two Free Events 
Master class: 

- Time Magazine 

"Bringing Characters to Life" 
A discussion of technique with opportunities 
_to practice interactive writing. 
1:30 p.m. • Student Union room 214 

Lecture and Book Signing: 
"How Stories Save Our Lives" 
The events, people and culture that shaped 
the author's life. 
7:30 p.m. • Alumni Hall 

Visit the Campus Events page at www.neiu.edu 
for a list of holdings at the Ronald Williams Library 
by and about Divakaruni. 

Features 

Hoop scoop and .... 
....... ker-plunk 

by John Brolley 
Staff Member 

I don't believe in sports curses 
or anything, but Hoop Scoop had 
the same effect as Voodoo on the 
basketball players and teams 
touted in "Hoop Scoop" last time 
around. for starters (don 't blame 
me for the Bulls starters), after I 
noted with the addition of Jalen 
Rose that the Bulls seemed to be 
improving they proceeded to lose 
nine in a row, eleven of twelve. 
Horri-Bull. • 

Next, Dwyane Wade and the 
"resurgent" Marquette Golden 
Eagles were upset (so was I) in the 
first round of the NCAA tourney 
by Tulsa. Although Wade played 
well (18 points and 7 rebounds), 
almost dunking in Marquette's last . 
second miss, which would have 
tied the game, he'll need to work 
on his outside shot before he'll be 
the high lottery pick I'm certain 
he'll be next year. 

Proviso East, my "favorite to 
win the Class AA State title," was 
defeated by New Trier in the Super 
Sectional. The Trevians 
tremendous outside shooting 
provided a 16 point third quarter 
lead that was enough for an 
eventual 60-51 victory. Dee and 
Shannon Brown, who came in 
averaging 28 and 25 points 
respectively, were held to a 
combined 33 points.Let's Here It 
For The Girl! Saving me from 
being wrong about everything was 
Naperville Central Sophomore, 
Candace ·Parker. Parker, who 
averaged over 30 points and 14 
rebounds per game, was named the 
Chicago Tribune's Girl's Player Of 
Thi; Year. The 6'3" Parker has a 
chance to be included among the 
all-time best women basketball 
players if sh e continues her 
remarkable development. 

Barkley up The Wrong Tree 
A few weeks ago, Sports 

Illustrated did a cover story on 
future Hall Of Fame basketball 
player, Charles Barkley. The cover 
shot of Barkley depicted him in 
slave attire, busting loose from his 
chains, symbolic of the full 
disclosure interview within the 
pages of the magazine. 

What was SI (Sports Illustrated) 
thinking by trying to imply that 
they had finally gotten Barkley to 
open up? This is like bragging 
about "scoring" with a prostitute. 
For the past fifteen years there has 
been no athlete more outspoken 
than Barkley. He does nothing but 
speak out. He's probably speaking 
out right now as you read this, 
"You call this a hot dog! Give me 
five more, those first five 
sucked ... " 

What's next for SI, half truths 
from Bill Clinton, malaprops from 
George W. Bush, another swim 
suit issue? Hmrri, that last one 
might not be all that objectionable. 

Barkley's both blunt and funny, 
and if he gets any more 
comfortable in his current stint as 
pre and post game analyst for TNT 
(perfect network for the 
combustible Barkley) we might 
expect Sir Charles to be belching 
on-air by playoff time. 

A Brand In Hand 
Which sounds better to you, 

Jal en Rose and Tyson Chandler or 
Jalen Rose and Elton Brand? Me, 
too. It's not that I don't think that 

Chandler will eventually become an 
excellent player, it's just that Brand 
is an excellent player. Brand, who 
played in this years All-Star game, 
is averaging a Shaq-lite 18 points 
and nearly 12 rebounds per game. 
Chandler's 5 points and 4 rebounds 
per game don't stand up all that well 
next to Brand's rookie numbers of 
20 and 10. In addition, Brand leads 
the NBA in offensive rebounds, at 
five per game, a statistic indicative 
of a players toughness, skill and 
work ethic. 

I can see trading Brand ifhe was 
an older player, but he just turned 
23 three weeks ago. The Brand for 
Chandler trade was a risky one, and 
so far the Bulls are coming way up 
short.Grinnell Scores In WavesThis 
season, Division III Grinnell 
College of Grinnell Iowa, broke the 
(all divisions) NCAA points per 
game record of 122.4 by Loyola 
Marymount in the 1990/91 season. 
Grinnell, who substitutes all five 
players-every forty-five 
seconds-averaged an incredible 
124.9 points per game. Grinnell's 
leading scorer, Sophomore Steve 
Wood averaged 26.9 points per 
game-in just over 20 minutes per 
game! Grinnell, not a team to get 
defensive, allowed a criminal 118 
points per game. Yes, that is over 
six points per minute for your 
average Grinnell game. 

Rip Van Williams 
Frank Williams, enigmatic point 

guard for the University of Illinois, 
played his final collegiate game 
with the Illini 's third round loss to 
the final four bound University of 
Kansas. Williams, who shot poorly, 
but played aggressively throughout 
the Kansas game, averaged 20 
points for the Illini's three NCAA 
tourney games.Although Williams 
had a tremendous career at Illinois, · 
he always left you expecting more 

· out of him. I guess the high 
expectations are a natural result 
after a player wins three Illinois 
State championships and the 
prestigious Mr. Basketball while in 
high school and the Big Ten Player 
Of The Year Award after his 
sophomore season . This year 
Williams did seem to coast a bit, 
mostly in the first half of games, but 
his forceful play throughout this 
years NCAA tourney was very 
encouraging. Whether Williams 
ends up an approximation of Gary 
Payton or a Peoria Gus Macker 
legend is strictly up to him. Note to 
Frank: They play two halfs in the 
NBA , too. Maryland and UConn 
win NCAA Championships. 
Maryland fulfilled on the promise 
of their final four appearance last 
year in defeating the underdog 
Indiana Hoosiers 64-52. Indiana 
held tough for 30 minutes , even 
managing to earn a two point lead, 
before Maryland's Juan Dixon, the 
final four's Most Outstanding 
Player, hit a 3 and a tough fallaway 
two to put the Terps ahead for good. 
The UConn women won. Again . 
The UConn seniors, in their third 
Final four, won their second NCAA 
title . Two out of four aint bad, 
indeed. Season Player of the Year, 
Sue Bird, led the way for the lady 
Huskies in closing out a dominant 
39-0 season. How dominant? The 
UConn women weren't very 
ladylike in averaging a 37 point 
victory during the season. This 
UConn squad ranks with the 
greatest in NCAA hoops history, 
men or women. 
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IF YOUR BIRTHDAY IS THIS WEEK: Your visions can be put into 
words this year, and then anything can happen. You might even help produce 
a miracle or two. 

IF YOUR BIRTHDAY IS NEXT WEEK: You have initiative and you 
often stand out because you do your own thing. At the same time, you have 
strong sense of awareness of community. 

T ,\URUS (April 2-0 toMay.20) 
y◊-~r social graces are Vljhm6l~ 

11!1 
times•W1ih'fnet1dsthi!ic.webkerid. 

C,4NCER(June ·22 to July _22) 

E~~ 
yictoddUs. Don'.fsprea<i ybursel( 

~ 

Tuesday, April 9, 2002 

Sf\GITTARIUS"'(No'vtfiitfi!h,22 
ti J:.l-e..~~.mber 21) Attenti·d~ 

PI&CES (Febrttatyl9toMa,ch 

iKJ 
i~por~(fyou will extend hi\nd _,of 
fri;;,rukhip-, . .•.• 

Egg Donors 
Needed 

*Give the gift oflife to an infertile 
couple 
*Our program is completely 
anonymous 
*24 hour/7 day support 

*Professionally staffed 

$5,000 Compensation 

For information call: 
847/656-8733 

The Center for Egg 
Options 

Illinois, LLC 

Bored with 
the daily 
routine? 

Get involved! 

• 

What do 
beetles, 

polarized 
light, and 

Edgar Allan 
Poe 

have in 
common? 

A display case @ your library 

Life moves you in many directions. 

Doctor. Teacher. CPA.' 
Lawyer. Artist. Producer. 

Writer. Social Worker. Fireman. 
' 't, " 

Take AT&T along with you ••• 
and arrive with up to 4 hours of calling on us! 

It's time to plan your next move-who you'll room with, what classes you'll take ... 

how you'll stay in touch with all your friends. Ask for AT&T when you sign up for 

phone service and then add the AT&T College Plan. 

Here's what you get with the AT&T College Plan: 

• All direct-dialed domestic calls are just 7¢ a minute, all the time, 

including state-to-state, in-state long distance, and lc~cal toll calls" 

- all for a low monthly fee" of $3.95 

• Up to 4 hours of calling on us - just for signing up 

- 2 hours off your AT&T Long Distance bills: up to 30 minutes a month for four months1 

- PLUS a 2 hour prepaid AT&T Phone Card: with up to 120 minutes of domestic callingtt 

.. " 

call~ S77•COLLEGE x1B7~4 
;;""":cUcl_< at~.cam/callege/4hours 

*Customers must hove or select AT&T os their local toll carrier to receive 7¢ rate on local toll calls . ** 11.5% Universal Connectivity 
Charge applies. In-state connection fee applies to subscribers in certain states. State charges may also apply. For more details about 
these charges or to learn if in-state connection fee applies in your state, coll 1 800 333-5256. You must be on AT&T Residential 
long Distance Subscriber to receive the AT&T College Pion rotes, subiect to billing ovoifobility. Enrollment expires 12/31 /02. 
130 free minutes of domestic direct-dialed long distance and local tolls calls will be credited each month against qualifying usage 

on their biJI for the first full 4 months of service aher all discounts and credits ore applied. Unused minutes cannot be carried over. 
Qualifying calls do not include conference calls, AT&T Colling Cord, Directory Assistance, Operator-Handled calls, 700 or 900 
number services, or mobile, marine, or cellular services. In addition, monthly recurring charges, non-recurring charges, and taxes 
ore also excluded. 30 free minutes offer expires 12/31/02. ttA surcharge ol 2 U.S. minutes applies to calls made from pay 
phones. Minutes are based on domestic colling. International rotes vary and ore subiect to change. Cards are not returnable or 
exchangeable unless defective. Safeguard your AT&T Phone Card and PIN. You will be responsible for loss, theft or unauthorized 
use. Services provided by AT&T Corp.; service in AK provided by AT&T Aloscom. For AT&T Phone Card rates and surcharges, 
coll Customer Service 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at 1 800 361-4470. © 2002 AT&T. All Rights Reserved . 
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2000-2001 ICPA Winner for Best Classifiea Aa Section in the state 

1989 4 door Oldsmobile. Runs 
good. many new parts, good 
tires. Well Blue Book. Only 
$990 obo. Call (773) 539-7347. 

White 1997 Pontiac Sunfire SE, 
2dr coupe. Automatic, CD 
µlayer, spoiler, more. Call (773) 
792-2402. 

Room for Rent available 
immediately: Devon/Kimball 
area. M/F, non-smoker. $400/ 
month and 1/3 utilities. Call Pat 
(773) 262-4667 or Don (773) 
764-0437. 

Newly constructed 1 and 2 
bedroom apts. Available at 2 1 / 
2 blocks California Blue line stn. 
Laundry, parking, storage. One 
month security. Call (773) 743-
3249 or (773) 442-5525. 

1996 Dodge Neon 4 dr. Very 
dependable, runs great! Low 
mileage. Must see! 3,000 080. 
Call (773) 531-9057. CD Player 

Housing available: Great one 
bedroom w/ hardwood floors in 
large house. $400 includes all 
utilities. Available immediately 
- close to NEIU. Contact Mark 
at (773) 539-4282. 

Harness horse racing 
equipment for sale. Selling off 
remains of sulky and jogcart 
repair business. See what we 
have. Good prices! 773-481-
1408. 

~ 

Se111ices 

Are you suffering from book 
burnout? The Research 
Reservoir can research any 
topic for you. $25 for NEIU 
students . Call (312) 671-
1777 

NEIU student offering free 
Qu'ran audio and video 
cassettes and books for those 
who have interest in learning 
about Islam and Muslims. If 
you want to take advantage 

of this opportunity then .call 
Robert at 773-480-1057, M-F 
anytime before 5 p. m. and S 
& Sall day. 

Tax/B kkpng/Pla nn i ng. 
Reasonable rates. Prompt 
service . 708-343-4435. 

Tutor writing: ESL, 
Composition, all subject 
areas. Call Sandy, extension 
4462. 

Editor - Theses/Dissertation 
doctoring by Ph .D .: 
reasonable rates. Call (708) 
358-8873. I/ 

~ 

Wanted 

Two office managers wanted 
for an information technology 
comp~ny in West Rogers Park. 
Check out www.alborztec.com 
or call (773) 338-4600 for more 
information. Resumes can be 
faxed to (773) 338-5900. 

Middle aged disabled man with 
cerebral palsy needs to find a 
personal assistant (helper) to 
assist in daily living at his house. 
The duties include: feed , dress, · 
toilet, drive van. Must be able 
to do lite lifting and have a legal 
drivers' license. Would like to be 
able to shop, etc. Times: 
Saturday, 9:30 AM to 7:00 PM 
and Sunday, 8:00 AM to noon.· 
Place: Northwest Side of 
Chicago. Pay: $7 per hour from 
state. Call Herb at (312) 353-
2821 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
or (773) 588-8162 after 8:00 PM. 
(I have a speech defect, if you 
cannot understand me, please 
leave a number and I'll have 
someone call you back and 
repeat what I say.) 1 

Get credits at GSU! Looking for 
someone to carpool with for 
workshop classes. Call "D" at 
(773) 989-9226. 

MODELS WANTED! Join a 
photo project by Nazul 
Montesi mos . Contact 
NAZULART@lycos.com. Get 
free pictures for your portfolio. 

Volunteers needed to teach 

adult ESL classes fo Hispanic 
students. For more info 
contact 
dustintyrone@yahoo.com. 

Male looking for a roommate, 
male/female. $550 plus 1/2 
utilities. Located in Skokie. 
Two bedroom, tv room, study 
room. Broadband, cable tv and 
internet included. (847) 674-
3097. 

Hey computer heads, WZRD 
needs you! We want our music 
library on a program, perhaps 
a project you could earn credit 
for. Stop by. 

Seeking information on the 
land that Northeastern now 
occupies. If you kow anything 
of it's history please contact 
theatre_gir/79@yahoo.com. 

Fraternities - Sororities -
Clubs - Student groups. Earn 

· $1,000-$2,000 this semester 
with th e easy 
Campusfundraiser.com three 
hour fundraising event.· Does 
not involve cred it card 
applications. Fundraising dates 
are filled quickly, so call today! 
Contact 
Campusfundraiser.com at 888-
923-3238 or visit 
www.campusfundraiser.com. 

~ 

Organizations 

Hip Hop is Art. It's everything 
around us consisting of vision, 
vocals, music, rhythm, B-Boys, 
DJ's, emcees ..... Your opinions! 
Your Input! Join the Hip Hop 
Organization every Thurswday 
1 :40-2:40 p.m. in room FA-247. 

The Black He·ritage Gospel 
Choir is extending its 
membership to all Northeastern 
students. Come join us in singing 
songs of praise . Tues. and 
Thurs., 1 :40-2: 50 , FA 152. -
President Staria Berry 

WZRD 88.3 FM's ''Thursday Nite 
Live" seeks bands/musicians. All 
styles considered. No promises. 
Must have demo. Send 
descriptions to 

-I 
I 
I 
I 
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Oh goody gumdrops! 

- I 
I 
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The Independent classifieds are FREE!* 
Limit one ad per person/organization per issue. Ads must be 20 words or 

less. There is a 25-cents charge for each word over 20 words. All classified 
ads must be ordered in person at the Independent office. For more informa­

tion, please call the Business Manager at 773 .442.4585 
• This rate applies to members of the NEIU community only. An NEIU identification card must be 

presented at the time of purchase. 
Name: _________________ _ 

I. D. Card#: _________________ _ 

AD AS IT IS TO READ: 

- ----- --
Classifieds 

secretagentbill@hotmail.com 

Join the lndependent's award­
winning staff. Be famous! Make 
money! Become a part of the 
student newspaper. We are in 
search of photographers, writers, 
cartoonists, and reporters. Staff 
meetings are held every Tuesday 
during the activity hour. The 
Independent office is located in 
E-049, below Beck's Bookstore. 
Call 442-4577. 

As-salamu-alaikum, the Muslim 
Students Association meets 
every Tuesday and Thursday in 
Room FA-153 from 1 :40 to 
2:50p.m. to (liscuss the solution 
to social problems through 
Islamic means and also to plan 
public activities on campus. 
Open to questons and 
comments. Website: http:// 
neiu.edu/-msa 

Feminist Majority Leadership 
Alliance meets on Tuesdays in C-
505 at 1 :40. To join listserve, 
send a message to femajority­
f@ neiu.edu. 

NEIU's new Yoga Club. Do you 
want to learn how to enhance 
concentration and reduce stress 
while having fun?! Join the BMC 
Yoga Club! Membership is free 
·and open to NEIU students , 
faculty and staff. For more 
information email Damaris 
Gonzalez, BMC President, at d­
gonzalez@neiu.edu. 

Care about your environment? 
Let's start a NEIU environmental 
organization! Contact or leave 
message for Sarah (773) 561-
5131 or revo1@chickmail.com 

Service Opportunities await 
YOU! Check out Student 
Volunteer Corps! Call 773-442-
4618 or stop in A-125 to find out 
more. 

Get the classes you need every 
time. GPA 3.25 a must. Find out 
how. 442-6045 

Friends of Bill W. and patients 
of Dr. Bob: AA Closed Meeting. 
12 and 12 at Noon, Wednesdays, 
in C-505. 

Let's have a good, clean election. 
Yeah, right. .. 

We had an April Fool's issue?!? 
Hmm .. .. l didn't notice a 
difference .. . 

NC- Don't you notice you are 
talking to the wrong g,irl. If you 
have not met her yet, that means 
she is not the right one. 
-Other brown-haired girl 

All this attraction in the presel}t 
tense; all you gotta do is smile at 
me and down I go. It's the best 
feeling I've ever known. 

Death's kiss lingers on my lips 
still. What a shame it is to us that 
death may only caress our bodies 
but once. God knows no power 
like this. 

-The dark poetess 

NC- I am sorry we keep missing 
but leave a message for me so I 
know you actually come by ...... . 
Your one and only brown-haired 
girl 

It was good watching another 
sunrise with you. Love, Charlie 
Brown 

Keep Mary's legacy alive: Step 
·forward, seize the opportunities, 
and never be afraid to speak up 
to accomplish the things that 
need to be done. 

Hey Leftys Sun, cars, good­
looking guys ... Sounds like the 
plans for a perfect summer. Add 
in a WHO concert and let's 
rock .... . Oh if only the wait were 
over! -Righty 

With all this political mudslinging, 
there's enough dirt hanging 
around to pot a thousand plants. 
Too bad they can't be peace lilies. 

Make way for de Fuhrer. Adolph 
rides! · 

Cast of 1940: Great show! Keep 
them guessing and continue to 
have fun! -Your fans 

BB: Are you sure you want to give 
up all the praise and glory up and 
shove it my way? You deserve it 
so much, you do it so well. CMB 

Can you see the spirits as they 
do their dance? Can you hear 
the banshees as the wail in my 
ear? Time is trapped in time. 

Slumber awaits only the very 
weary and newspaper editors. 

Where's REV? Oh, that's right... 

I hate my staff, and this Tuesday, 
they will suffer as I have suffered. 

V-Man: You suck. You whine too 
much, and you're very 
unpleasant to look at. For God's 
sake, get out of public view. It will 
only cause you undue suffering 
and pain. Office guys 

Audis suck. They are the ugliest 
abomination ever to be spurted 
out of a car dealership. Adolf? 
What a dork. 

V-ster: You talk too much you 
worry me to death, you talk too 
much you even worry your pet. 
You just talk (and talk and talk 
and talk) too much. -The Office 
Girls 

Listening to you I get the music, 
gazing at you I feel the heat, 
following you I climb the 
mountain, I get excitement at 
your feet. Right behind you I see 
the millions, on you I see the 
glory, from y ou I get opinions, 
from you I get the story. 

You know who 

Awwww ... .. wook at the wittle 
wovebirds ..... gee golly how 
sweet... .. .... BARF! 

To the Hot Sicilian Man: 
We can hardly wait... we hold our 
breaths .. soon ..... 

Your Fans 

First one in clean up the mess! 
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