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Dan Pearl's death raises questions 
about the dangers in journalism 

ARCHIVES 

by L. Santizo 
Staff Writer 

More than half a year after the 
murder of journalist Daniel Pearl, 
many wonder whether this tragedy 
was inevitable as more journalists 
flock to the 'center of places of 
conflict. The very nature of their 
occupation demands them to be 
close to th e source that might 
provide them with answers, and 
ultimately, inform their readers. For 
many j ournalists who report in 
areas of war and civil unrest, the 
quest for sources often proves 
dangerous or in some cases fatal. 

Mr. Pearl was the Wall Street 
Journal s South Asia Bureau Chief. 
Based in Bombay, India, he w~s in 
the southern Pakistani city o f 
Karachi on January 23, 2002 
hoping to interview a prominent 
figure in the Pakistani Is lamic 
m9vement. Instead, he was 
kidnapped by the hitherto unknown 
National Movement for the 
Resto ration of Pakistani 
Sovereignty. He was stabbed and 
killed around January 31 , 2002. 
One of the terrorists, Faheed 
Naseem said, "Pearl was anti-Islam 
and a Jew." 

Ironically, and to the detriment 
of the terrorists who kidnapped 
him, they silenced a person who 
would have listened to their 
concerns and shared them with his 

readers . He was known to be an 
objective and sensitive journalist 
who sought to shed light on the 
Islamic world of the east to his 
readers in the west. His wife, 
Mariane, a French freelance 
journalist, was seven months 
pregnant at the time of his murder. 
His son, Adam D. Pearl, was born 
on March 28, 2002. 

Throughout history, journalists 
were viewed as neutral chroniclers 
of events; though injury and danger 
was expected, kidnapping and 
murder was rare. In the twentieth 
century, however, and now with the 
commencement of the twenty-first, 
the world is becoming an 
extremely hostile one for 
journalists. 

According to the Committee to 
Protect Journalists, 37 journalists 
were killed in 200 I, nine of them 
while covering the war in 
Afghanistan . Some of the countries 
where they died : Columbia, 
Ukraine , Bangl adesh , and 
Yugoslavia. 

So is there a treacherous line ~ 
journalists must not cross in the 
proverbial sand? Or is. the risk 
involved part of the job and 
justified if there is a chance that a 
greater good will be achieved? 
According to the longest held 
American hostage Terry Anderson, 
it all comes with the territory. 

In March 1985, Terry Anderson, 

.. 

a reporter for the Associated Press, 
was kidnapped by a group of radical 
Shiite gunmen. Anderson spent 
nearly seven years of his life as a 
prisoner during Lebanon's civil 
war. Released in 1991, Mr. 
Anderson is co-chair · of the 
Committee to Protect Journalists 
and travels around the world to 
protest the abuses and 
imprisonment of his fellow 
journalists . Says Anderson, "Most 
journalists I know try to do the best 
job they can. And they believe in 
what they ' re doing-particularly 
the foreign correspondents, because 
you' re not going to risk your life 
for a thrill. You take risks because 
it's important." 

For some journalists, a day in 
which they don't sustain any work­
related injuries is a blessing. While 
world hot-spots such as 
Afghanistan and Columbia are 
considered more dangerous than 
others , there is never a sure 
indication for safety anywhere in 
the world. Sometimes the violence 
verges on the ridiculous as reporters 
are treated as scapegoats for the 
western world or whatever 
imagined evil they are seen to 
represent. According to NBC's Jim 
Maceda, he was once beaten two 
times in the course of a day. In 

Pearl continued 
on pg3 

Daniel Pearl, captured in Pakistan in late January, was executed 
by terrorists after being labelled as "anti-Islam" and a Jew. 

Senate bill would allow undocumented 
immigrants to become citizens 

by Noah Grand 
Daily Bruin (U. California-Los 
Angeles) 

(U-WIRE) LOS ANGELES -
Many of the policies impeding 
undocumented immigrants ability 
to receive a college education 
could be repealed in the near 
future . 

Similar to a California bill 
passed last October, a U.S . Senate 
bill sponsored by Sen. Orrin 
Hatch, R-Utah, would allow 
certain undocumented aliens to 
become citizens after graduating 
from a U.S. high school. 

The bill , currently waiting for a 
vote in the Senate, would also 
allow states to decide whether 
undocumented students could be 
considered state residents for 
tuition purposes, lowering the cost 
of college. 

"I sincerely hope that we can all 
agree that the status quo is 
unacceptable," Hatch said before 
the Senate judiciary committee, 
according to office records. "We 

cannot sit idly by while more 
minds and potential go to waste." 

Batch's bill, known as the 
Development, Relief, and 
Education for Alien Minors of 
2002 Act, would allow 
undocumented students who live 
in the United States for five years 
prior to graduation from high 
school to apply for U .S . 
citizenship under a special rule. 

If passed, only students who are 
between the ages of 12 and 21 
years old at the time would be able 
to apply. Students enrolled at a 
U.S. college or university would 
be able to apply if they met these 
criteria any time in the four years 
before the bill's passage. 

Hatch said the bill is intended 
mainly to help the children of 
illegal immigrants who have 
already been raised in the United 
States and not people crossing the 
border today. 

While the bill has received 
support from both Democrats and 
Republicans, some nonprofit 
groups argue this bill will 

undermine current immigration 
policy. 

"The bill sends a message that 
we aren't serious about 
immigration control in the United 
States," said David Ray, a 
spokesman for the Federation for 
American Immigration Reform. 

Ray said FAIR is mainly 
involved with educating the public 
about immigration issues, though 
they are actively lobbying senators 
to vote against this bill. 

The organization estimates that 
25,000 students would be granted 
green cards every year i(the bill 
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NEIU alumni receive 
coveted education awards 

Much of NEIU's reputation in the community rests on its 
accomplished College of Education graduates, most of whom remain 
hard at work in area schools. This year, several of those graduates, 
received honors for work that often goes un-appreciates. 

Thousands of teachers are nominated each year for the Golden Apple 
Award. From that pool, only ten of the best teachers in the Chicago 
metropolitan area are chosen to receive the honor. Since 1986, 17 
NEIU alumni have received the honor. This year NEIU graduate 
M11rgie D. Smagacz (B.A. 1991, M.A. 200 I) of Gray Elementary 
School in Chicago was added to that list. 

The Chicago Foundation for Education recently honored 14 NEIU 
graduates for their work in the Chicago Public Schools. Recipients 
of this honor include Julie Coller (M.A. 2000), Beth Yaccino (M.A. 
1996), Eltha Wong (M.A.E. 1979, M.A. 1988), William Kasser (B.A. 
1994), Tonya Sims (B.A. 1992, M.A. 1996), Clare Billingham (B.A. 
1971), Kipley Peal (B.A. 1968, M.A.S. 1972), Maryann Ashlaw 
(M.A. 1990), Karen Rennord (M.A.S. 1978), Mary Tracy (B.A. 
1971 ), Ann O'Connell (M.A.S. 1975), Angela Tagaris (B.A. 1972), 
Margie D. Smagacz (B.A. 1991, M.A. 200 I), Shari Frost (B.A. 1973, 
M.A. 1990). 

The Illinois Principals Association Lake Region presented two 
awards for Elementary Principal of the Year for 200 I. Both awards 
went to NEIU graduates. They are Janet M. Brownlie (M.A. 1974) 
of Adier Park School in Libertyville and William T. Lomas (M.A. 
1988) of Stanton School in Fox Lake. 

"Mostly Music" receives $2SK 
Rothsfield Foundation Grant 

The Hulda and Maurice Rothschild Foundation has awarded a 
$25,000 grant to NEIU's thirty year-old Mostly Music program. The 
stated mission of the program is to "advance the appreciation and 
availability of chamber music in public venues and private homes in 
~hicago [sic]." Mostly Music will organize eighty jazz, classical, folk, 
and story-telling performances by local entertainers in Chicago-area 
nursing homes in 2002-2003-with these funds. 

Mostly Music will present two new series this year. This winter's 
"Spotlight on Pianists" will feature three prominenet artists and six 
concerts will be organized in collaboration with the Chicago Botanic 
Garden's "In Search of Paradise" exhibit starting in January . 

For information on upcoming performances call Christi Vohs at 
(773) 442-4978. 

Former St. Xavier dean fills 
Provost post vacated by Lopez 

St. Xavier dean to fill provost vacancy, ec. (Headline already laid in) 

After a long search to find someone to fill the Provost post left by 
Estella Lopez last spring, the university announced the appointment 
of Dr. Lawrence P. Frank to the position of Provost and Vice-President 
for Academic Affairs. 

Dr. Frank, who received his B.A.at Northwestern University, earned 
an M.A. and Ph.D. in political science from Columbia University. A 
notable scholar on African politics, Dr. Frank taught school in Lesotho 
while serving with the Peace Corps and has involved himself with 
research at the University of Botswana. He has done similar work at 
Columbia University's Institute of African Studies, and at Sarah 
Lawrence College as an NEH scholar. Dr. Frank has published on 
African politics and over the course of his career, was recipeient of a 
Fulbright Fellowship and two NEH fellowships. 

Dr. Frank spent 8 years rising through the ranks at Roosevelt 
University. Since 1995, he has been working as dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences at St. Xavier University. Under his leadership 
and direction, St. Xavier undergraduate enrollment increased 24% 
and graduate enrollment increased 23%. He also fostered the creation 
of degree programs in computer science and oversaw the creation of 
a research-emphasizing Honors Program. "Dr. Frank brings a wealth 
of experience and expertise to the position," said President Steinberg 
in a memo announcing the appointment. 

Two other major appointements were made over the summer. Dr. 
Kate Longdon Forhan, formerly of New York's Siena College and a 
political science Ph.D. from The Johns Hopkins University, has been 
appointed NETTJ 's dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. Dr. Varkey 
K. Titus, former Emporia State professor and Lake Superior State 
dean, has been appointed dean of the College of Business and 
Management. Dr. Titus received his Ph.D. in economics from 
Washington State University. 

Around Campus 

alendar 
check here for upcoming 

events and due dates 
8/20-22 TTRS Late Registration 

Students who haven't registered 
may register, students who have 
registered may make changes. 

8/22 Graduate College 
Last day to submit Graduate 
College admissions application. 

8/24 First day of Sat. classes 

8/26 First day of classes 

9/2 Labor Day Holiday 

9/3-5 Change of Registration 
Students may change their 
registration info (add and 
remove classes.) 

9/6 Confirm Late Regist. 
Students who registered late 
must confirm and make initial 
tuition payment. 

9/9 Due Dates 
Last day to apply for pass/fail 
option and last day for I 00% 
refund for complete withdrawel. 

9/20 Orion Ensemble 
Opening concert for the five­
piece group. Will perform 
works of Mozart and 
Schumann, in addition to 
premiering a new work by local 
composer Robert Kritz. 

9/24 Withdraw or Pay 
Last day for 50% refund for 

complete withdrawel. 

9/26 Pres. Lecture Series 
7:30 p.m. Alumni Hall. (Master 
class is at I :40 p.m.) Peter 
Carey, Australian novelist, 
speaks. Open to public. 

9/27 Hispanic Heritage Month 
7 p.m. to Midnight in the 
Student Union - Alumni Hall. 

9/27 Mostly Music Benefit 
6:30 p.m. at the University 
Club of Chicago. Will honor 
musician William Warfield 
and present highlights of next 
year's Chamber Music Series 
at NEIU. $100 per person. Call 
(773) 442-4978 for more info. 

10/4 Polish Heritage Month 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. in the 
Student Union - Alumni Hall. 

10/18 Haydn by the Lake 
J ewe! Box series concert at St. 
Matthew's Episcopal Church in 
Evanston. Will play works of 
Hummel, Haydn, Beethoven, 
and Mozart. 

10/24 Pres. Lecture Series 
8:00 p.m. Alumni Hall. (Master 
class is at 5:00 p.m.) Jonathan 
Kozol, social activist, teacher, 
and author, will speak. Open to 
public. 

Wednesday, August 21st, 2002 



Senate bill continued from page 1 

is passed. 
The office of the U.S. Attorney 

General would review all 
applications and determine 
whether an immigrant is qualified 
under this law to become a citizen. 

To qualify, a student must also 
be "a person of good moral 
character," according to the bill. 
While the clause )1/0uld be up to 
interpretation, Hatch said students 
convicted of possessing a 
controlled substance or other yet­
to- be-defined crimes would 
violate this requirement. 

The bill was approved by the 
Senate judiciary committee in 
June, but Sen. Robert Byrd, D­
W. Va. , blocked a motion in July 
to bring the bill to a vote in the 
Senate because he wanted more 
time to_review the bill. 

He did not say whether he 
would prevent future attempts to 
consider the bill, according to a 
spokeswoman in his office. 

The Senate is adjourned until 
Sept. 3, but Hatch hopes the bill 
can be passed before November's 
elections with bipartisan support, 
according to spokeswoman 
Margarita Tapia. 

During committee 
deliberations, Sen . Dianne 
Feinstein, D-Calif., supported 
moving the bill for a final vote. 

"She thought the bill was 
consistent with what the people of 
California were trying to do at 
state level," said Howard 
Gantman, a spokesman for 
Feinstein. 

If current legislation passed by 
the state legislature and approved 
by the University of California 
Board of Regents is an accurate 
gauge of what Californians want, 
then Feinstein 's assessment is 
correct. 

The California Legislature 
passed Assembly Bill 540 in 
October 200 I, which allows out­
of-state and immigrant students 
who spent three years at a 
California high school and 
graduated to pay only in-state 
student fees. 

This will save qualifying UC 
students $12,009 in additional 

fees this year. 
The law gets around a 1996 

federal law prohibiting states from 
allowing undocumented students 
to pay in-state tuition fees unless 
any U.S. citizen could qualify for 
the same benefits . Because 
residents of any state can meet the 
requirements, California law does 
not violate the federal prohibition . . 

At the UC, most of the students 
qualifying for lower fees under AB 
540 were U.S. citizens who are 
residents of other states, according 
to UC spokesman Hanan 
Eisenman. 

The DREAM Act would repeal 
the 1996 law, making it easier for 
states to allow undocumented 
students to pay in-state tuition. 

This, in turn, would make it 
easier for undocumented students 
to be able to afford a college 
education. 

FAIR questions why 
undocumented students should be 
given tax breaks while the 
economy is slumping. 

"At a time when state budgets 
are tight, it just doesn't make good 
fiscal sense to give fi nancial 
breaks to students whose outright 
existence in this country violates 
immigration laws;" Ray said. 

Two other states - Utah and 
Texas - have already passed laws 
allowing long-term undocumented 
students to pay in-state tuition. The 
Utah law, however, will only go 
into effect if federal law is 
changed. 

In the House of Representatives, 
another Utah lawmaker, Chris 
Cannon, R-Utah, is trying to make 
the necessary changes to federal 
law. 

Cannon said it is "ridiculous 
policy" to provide public 
education to undocumented aliens 
through high school and then 
require them to pay out-of-state 
fees against the state 's desires. 

Though he introduced the bill 
over a year ago, Cannon's bill H.R. 
1918 has yet to move forward in 
the House. 

He is currently considering 
packaging the bill with other 
legislation to help it get approved. 
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Pearl continued 
from page 1 

Belfast, he was beaten by a Catholic 
mob who thought he worked for 
British TV, and a second time later 
that day by a Protestant mob that 
believed he was an American 
supporter for the IRA 

Two reporters who prove 
that unmasking terror is a powerful 
step in stopping it are Roy Gutman 
and Lindsey Hilsum. Newsweek s 
Roy Gutman, won a Pulitzer Prize 

in 1993 for revealing the existence 
of Serb-run concentration camps in 
Bosnia. Ironically, The Serbian 
people had been victims 
themselves of ethnic cleansing in 
Croatia . His reports saved 
countless lives well as illustrate the 
power of the pen. 

In 1996 Lindsey 
Hilsum, a reporter for /TN in 
Britain, won the Amnesty 
Journalist of the Year award in 
1996 for her coverage of the mass 
killings of Tutsis in Rwanda. She 
decided to testify before the 

International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda. 

Journalists justify risking 
their lives because they give a 
voice to people who are often not 
heard . Through their dedicated 
work we are made aware of abuses . 
ofhun:ianity that are inconceivable 
to those reared in relatively safe 
environments. Some heroes are 
rewarded publicly and others are 
rewarded knowing that they helped 
to make a difference . Like Daniel 
Pearl, they too are humanitarians 
as well as journalists. 

Extension 4100 by Officer Gene Safecker 

BB gun attacks, kayak thefts , & civil 
disobedience in the parking off ice 

1 April - Disturbance/Fight 
Three NEIU students became 

involved in a physical alterc;ation 
in the Atrium area of the 
Classroom Bldg. None of the 
three wished to pursue criminal 
charges. 

2 April - Station Information 
An NEIU student was 

overheard making racial slurs to 
a friend. The student was warned 
against making further comments. 

6 April - Criminal Damage to 
State Supported Property 

An NEIU employee reported 
damage to a house · phone in the 
racquetball area of the PE Bldg. 

8 April '- Disorderly Conduct 
NEIU police responded to the 

call of an altercation in the PE 
Bldg. While being placed under 
arrest, the offender became unruly 
and an attempt was made to 
subdue the offender with pepper 
spray. A brief foot chase ensued 
before the offender was 
apprehended. The offender was 
treated at Swedish Covenant 
Hospital for injuries suffered 
during altercation and foot chase. 
The offender received a one-year 
probationary sentence. 

10 April - Criminal Damage to 
State Supported Property 

Children from a visi ting school 
broke a glass windowpane in the 
F-Wing. 

16 April - Theft 
An NEIU student left a cell 

phone in the women's restroom in 
the Studen t Union . Upon 
returning to the scene, the student 
found the item missing. 

17 April - Medical Assist 
An NEIU janitor was injured 

when he slipped on cleaning fluid . 
The employee was transported to 
Swedish Covenant Hospital by his 
supervisor. 

17 April - Station Information 
An NEIU student reported that 

an unknown offe nder had 
attempted to steal her vehicle 
while it was parked in the H-Lot. 
The steering column and 
passenger door lock were both 
damaged. 

18 April - Hit and Run 
A vehicle parked in the F-Lot 

was struck and damaged by an 
unknown vehicle. 

22 April - Medical Assist 
Victim suffered an injury 

during a judo class at the PE Bldg. 
Victim was assisted by NEIU Police 
and treated by Chicago Fire 
Department paramedics. Victim was 
transported to Weiss Hospital by the 
paramedics. 

23 April - Criminal Damage to 
State Supported Property 

An unknown offender poured 
water into two trays containing 
unused traffic tickets housed in the 
PE Bldg. The tickets were not 
permanently damaged. 

24 April - Station Information 
An NEIU instructor in the 

Science Bldg discovered a spill of 
mercury from a broken barometer. 
The spill was properly contained 
and disposed of. 

30 April - Criminal Damage to 
State Supported Property 

An unknown offender damaged 
the bottom of a portion of the chain 
link fence surrounding the Athletic 
Field. 

1 May-Theft 
An NEIU student reported the 

theft of a book from an unattended 
book bag in the Student Union. 

1 May-Theft 
An NEIU student reported the 

theft of a cell phone from an 
unattended book bag in a women's 
restroom in the Science Bldg. 

1 May - Traffic Accident/Non­
Injury 

Two vehicles backing out of 
parking spaces in the H-Lot collided 
with each other. No tickets were 
issued. 

6 May - Theft - Under $300 
An NEIU employee reported the 

theft of a personal CD player from 
an unlocked office in the Fine Arts 
Bldg. 

6 May - Criminal Damage to State 
Supported Property 

An NEIU employee discovered 
numerous holes from a BB gun in a 
windowpane in the A-Wing. Further 
investigation by NEIU Police 
disclosed that another two windows 
were also damaged by a BB gun. 

18 May - Traffic Violations 
An individual was ticketed for 

disobeying a stop sign on the Access 
Road, driving an uninsured vehicle, 
and driving on a suspended license. 

21 May- Suspicious Person 
An NEIU employee reported that 

several university keys were 
missing after an unknown person 

entered her unlocked, unattended 
office. The unknown person was 
located by NEIU Police and 
questioned. No university keys 
were found and the individual was 
subsequently released. 

23 May - Station Information 
An NEIU student had a verbal 

altercation about the ownership of 
a parking space. The student 
returned later and found a six-inch 
scratch on the trunk of her car. 

24 May - Theft - Under $300 
NEIU Police received a 

woman's wallet as found property 
and immediately contacted the 
owner. Upon retrieval, the owner 
noticed that over $100 was 
missing. The victim had left her 
wallet in an unattended book bag 
in the Library and did not know 
the wallet was missing until NEIU 
Police contacted her. 

28 May - Criminal Damage to 
State Supported Property 

An NEIU employee reported 
more BB-gun holes in 
windowpanes in the A-Wing. (See 
6 May report) NEIU Police 
investigated and determined that 
the shots were coming from an 
apartment building on Bryn 
Mawr. NEIU Police managed to 
locate the offender who will make 
restitution in lieu of criminal 
prosecution. 

30 May - Disturbance/Fight 
NEIU Police responded to a 

disturbance in the Student 
Government meeting in the 
Science Bldg. Three individµals 
were removed without incident. 

31 May - Theft from A Motor 
Vehicle 

An NEIU employee noticed 
three offenders trying to steal a 
kayak from the rear bed of a pick­
up truck owned by an NEIU 
instructor. The NEIU employee 
called out to the offenders, who 
quickly dropped the kayak and 
fled the scene. 

Notice : 90% of all Campus 
thefts occur when the victim 
leaves his or her property 
unattended or an office door 
unlocked. Please remember to 
keep your property with you or 
within your sight at all times, 
and remember to secure your 
office door when you leave -
even if only for a moment. It 
only takes a second for a theft 
to occur! 

For jump starts, auto lockouts, and all emergencies, 
please contact Public Safety at extension 4100. 
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My dear NETTJ fellow students, 
I wish to inform you of certain obstacles you may come to experience during your math enrollment here so 

that you are aware, and can make proper decisions. 
This directly involves math students and their syllabi. Carefully check the exam dates on your syllabus. If the 

exams (not quizzes) are scheduled to cover the materials introduced on a prior class session --meaning, being 
tested on fresh material after its introduction two days ago -- you have the right to ask the instructor to provide 
more study time. You should reasonably be provided sufficient time to finish your last assignment, to test/ 
review for the listed chapters, and have time to seek tutoring assistance on problems. If your grades and GPA are 
important to you, then so should be tJ-ie manner in which you are tested. 

If asked, most professors are reasonable in respect to accommodating the class. They may provide an alternative, 
such as postponement of the ·test to the following session, or simply not including fresh sections in that test. 
However, beware of the stubborn and unfair professors who may not cooperate. My experience in particular 
was with professor Rustagi during math 102. Aside from other inadequacies, he insisted on testing us on fresh 
material that was not comprehended by most of the class. There simply was not time to do so. Just how fair is 
that? How would it feel to know that you're being tested on stuff you don't yet understand? 

When I asked professor Rustagi for his reasoning in testing us so soon, his response was that students partied 
and would forget the material, and that he decided many years back that this tradition helps students' grades. 
Now, you're a student. So, think! Would you rather have only a day and a half to study for that exam, or just a 
little more time? Which would you say may help your grade? 

In conclusion, don't expect your math professor to be an automatic genius. Although, there's a U and the end 
of NEIU, at times you're dealing with a small-college mentality. So, respectfully address your professor with 
your concerns early on, and if he/she seems unreasonable, think of your options. Because, most likely, things 
will get more complex. Re-address your complaints to the dean 's office if unsatisfied. And, don 't·be altogether 
dismayed. This college needs your personal response and success to make itself into a university. Please, take 
the time to write comments during teacher evaluations. Also, share ideas and get involved. Help make a 
difference. 

I personally wish you a speedy progress and overall success. 

Amir 

P.S. For further details about my experiences with the math department, and results, or to share info, please E­
mail me at: a-jamali@neiu.edu 



E01ine01 got a bad rap 
by Mike Cahill 
Special Contributor 

Musicians become popular for a 
multitude of reasons. Sometimes it's 
timing, sometimes it's your look, 
sometimes it's simply because of the 
quality of the music you make. But what 
catapults an artist from reasonable fame to 
a household name? More often than not, 
the answer is controversy, and Eminem 
knows a thing or two about that. His most 
recent album;The Eminem Show, is mature 
and honest, but once again °it is surrounded 
by controversy, only this time he seems to 
answer his critics more productively than 
ever before. First I'd like to take a look at 
what he went through to get to this record.-

The world first met Eminem, a.k.a 
Marshall Mathers, a.k.a Slim Shady, in 
1998, when his first major label release, The 
Slim Shady LP, hit record stores. The album 
was fueled almost completely by the first 
single "My Name Is." There the world saw 
a rapper of a different science, not to 
mention a different color. His delivery was 
impecca1;>le, and his lyrics were somewhat 
strange for the mainstream rap audience. 
"Hi kids, do you like violence?/ Wanna see 
me stick nine inch nails through each one 
of my eyelids?" Pop and rock radio began 
to play the song with an almost religious 
fervor. Then came "Guilty Conscience." 
This song, done as a duet with rap icon and 
mentor Dr. Dre, pits Eminem as a devil and 
Dre as an angel trying to sway the minds 
of people in different situations. The album 
went to triple platinum, and even helped to 
resurrect the career of Dr. Dre. Now 
Eminem was famous and on his way to long 
term financial security, but he was also 
entering a very dark period in his life. 

On The Eminem Show, Eminem really 
addresses the true pitfalls of his fame. In 
"Saying Goodbye to Hollywood" he raps, 
"I just wanted to give Hallie the life I never 
had/but instead I forced us to live 
alienated." He realizes the duality of fame. 
On one hand, the world is at your fingertips . 
On the other hand, the whole world is 
watching you, and a right move is far less 
interesting than a wrong one. 

In the wake of The Slim Shady LP, 
Eminem had his face on every magazine 
cover and was on every radio station, not 
to mention that he had become a fixture on 
MTV. Things got even harder when his 
mother, Debbie Mathers-Briggs, filed a 
lawsuit against her son for slander and 
defamation of character. To make matters 
worse, the song "Guilty Conscience" had 
begun to cause quite a stir in the 
community. In the song Eminem 
encourages a man to rob a convenience 
store, another to have sex with a minor, and 
yet another to shoot his wife and her lover. 
What made it worse for Marshall was that 
in the last verse, Eminem finally convinces 
Dre to back him on shooting the wife and 
her lover. "Aw fuck it, what am I saying?/ 
shoot em' both Grady, where 's ya gun at?" 

So what does Eminem do in the midst of 
such personal triumph and chaos? He sucks 
it up, tours till he drops, focuses on his 
daughter Hallie, and makes another album. 

This album would propel him from bottom 
level famous to national celebrity. And 
national enemy. 

In March of 2000, Eminem released his 
second major studio release in The 
Marshall Mathers LP. The album was 
heavily buzzed, partly by the radio smash 
hit "The Real Slim Shady." The video was 
a constant on MTV, and it helped to catapult 
Eminem's album to sell a record breaking 
I. 7 million copies its first week. The album 
was a critics favorite, but also came under 
heavy fire by many activists, most namely 
The Gay and Lesbian Alliance. The 
complaints were that his album was too 
homophobic, too violent, too vulgar. Still, 
each time someone publicly spoke out 
against the album, it would sell another 
million records, and in my estimation it 
deserved to sell records. The album was a 

classic. 
What Eminem gave us with The 

Marshall Mathers LP was a painfully 
personal look into his life. He talks about 
the pressures of fame. "What do I think of 
success/ it sucks/too much press, stress," 
are his exact sentiments. He also talks 
about his family life and how his success 
has changed that, "For every million I 
make, another relative sues/ family fighting 
and fussing over who wants to invite me 
for supper/ all of a sudden I've got ninety 
some cousins/ a half brother and sister 
who've never seen me/ or even bothered 
to call me until they saw me on TV." This 
is an artist, bleeding from his heart. 

What makes great art is the ability to be 
brutally honest about yourself and 
everything and everybody else around you. 
Eminem does that without fail, and he does 

it well. In "The Real Slim Shady" he says 
"I'm like a head trip to listen to/ cause I'm 
only giving you/ things you joke about with 
your friends inside your living room/ the 
only difference is I've got the balls to say 
it/ in front of y'all/ and I don't gotta be false/ 
or sugar coat it at all." He's honest to a 
fault, and yet he's labeled evil. The 
problem is that we're all guilty of his 
crimes. 

He makes a Christopher Reeve joke, or 
disrespectfully talks about the Columbine 
tragedy. There isn't one person reading this 
article who hasn't been guilty of making a 
joke or two about a person or a subject 
matter that was in poor taste. But we say it 
and it's simply a joke in very poor taste. 

Eminem continued 
on pat!e R2 



Eminem 
continued 
Eminem says it on record and all of a 
sudden he's corrupting America. He also 
talks poorly about women. On a daily basis 
we degrade women. They are constantly 
objectified and have been for years. 

Now as far as the homophobia, well , 
that's a much more difficult topic to defend. 
To be quite honest, it seems as if Eminem 
has a problem with homosexuals. The last 
track, "Criminal," says it quite clearly, "I'll 
stab you in the head/whether you're a fag 
or Jez." His feelings may not be those 
feelings of the majority, but he has a right 
to express them. The Gay and Lesbian 

Alliance seems to feel that the gay 
population in America should be allowed 
to express who they are. They say they 
have a right to be open about their sexuality, 
regardless of how others feel about it. They 
want to think, feel , and be the people they 
are without having to feel ashamed, or 
worse yet, frightened to do so. I believe 
they, like anyone else, should be given that 
right. But I feel that Eminem deserves that 
right as well, even if they don't like it. He 
has just as much right to be heard, even if 
what he's saying offends people. 

The fact of the matter is that the kids who 
are most influenced by Eminem's words 
are the troubled kids. Eminem didn't make 
those kids troubled, and he doesn't 
encourage it. In "Stan" he opposes abusing 

All pictures courtesy of www.eminemworld.com and www.eminem.com 

women and abusing one's self. He 
recommends that Stan seek counseling. 

The record was 
not evil, is not evil, 
and never will be 
evil. It was a 
brilliant record. And 
it was done by a 
brilliant artist. 

In the time 
between the last 
album and this one, 
Eminem got a 
divorce, settled the 
lawsuit filed by his 
mother (which 
Emimen won), and 
was brought up on 
criminal charges in 
two incidents one 
for an alleged assault 
on the staff members 
of rival rappers 
Insane Clown Posse, 
and the other for 
allegedly assaulting 
a man he claims to have seen his wife, Kim, 
kissing. This on top of a side project with 
D-12, and a large tour, not to mention a 
very controversial appearance at the 
Grammy's when he did "Stan" with the 
openly homosexual Elton John. 

Now comes "The Eminem Show," and 
what a brilliant record it is. The record is 
more Marshall than his last two major 
releases. He produces almost all the tracks 
and has very few guest spots, It is Eminem 
being brutally honest and doing it as clever 
as he's ever done it. 

In the opening track "White America" 
he addresses his rise to fame and the color 
of his skin. "Lets do the math/if I was 
black/I would've sold half." He makes no 
bones about his skin color helping him sell 
records, but he stands by that his talent is 
what got him signed. "When I was 
underground/no one gave a fuck I was 
white." 

In "Dream On" he talks about the 
responsibility he has as an idol, and what 
he should and shouldn't be responsible for. 
Eminem realizes that his fans listen closely 
to every word that he says, but he knows 
that it wouldn't be right for him to not say 
what he feels. When he talks about the kids 
knowing about the guns and the idea that 
some artist carry them to boost their image 

Alphabetical Hookup List waste of letters 
by Brian Blaszkowski 
Chief Editor 

There's nothing quite like a really good 
book. Curling up in a nice, comfy chair, 
sipping tea (or vodka and orange juice 
depending on your preference), and getting 
caught up in a wonderful story filled with 
rich characters. On the other side of the 
spectrum, however, is the "bad book." 

A bad book can ruin your week. Books 
aren't like TV shows. You watch a bad 
movie, you bitch about it to your friends 
and you move on. But, if you read a bad 
book, bitching to your friends just isn't 
enough. You feel cheated, used, and robbed. 
You wasted precious hours_ of your life 
reading a poorly told story with flat , 
uninteresting characters. Thus, I come to the 
point of all of this: Th e Alphabetical 
Hookup List by Phoebe McPhee. The best 
part of the book was the fact that the 
sentences, for the most part, contained 
proper grammar and punctuation. That 's 
about it, though. 

The bad parts begin with the fact that this 
book is apparently a joint effort between 
McPhee and MTV to suck as badly as 
possible. MTV apparently felt that 
destroying their music channels by infecting 
them with deadly doses of reality shows and 
"pop-culture fan club hour" with Carson 
Daly ( or however you spell his name. Who 
cares?) wasn't enough, and thus entered into 
a quest to poison literature as well. 

Once again, MTV has made me seriously 

consider a lawsuit to try and get 
compensation for my wasted time. In order 
to save you the inevitable headaches and 
"post-reading-this-shitty-book-depression," 
I'll tell you about it. It's supposed to be in a 
college setting, but it seems to be in an 
altered high school. The alterations are 
subtle, such as giving everyone drugs 
instead of guns and putting an unnatural 
emphasis on sex. Anyway, it's supposedly 
a college, so we'll play along for now. 

The story centers on three freshmen 
women, named Jodi, Celeste, and Ali. They 
all become roommates after a mistake in 
the dorm assignments, and think very 
poorly of each other. Eventually, as you'd 
expect, they become friends . The reason 
they become friends is that they all 
simultaneously experience "boyfriend 
trauma," by which Jodi's boyfriend makes 
out with some other girl, Ali's boyfriend 
claims to have found a soul mate, and 
Celeste 's date turns out to be gay. So, 
they're getting drunk and complaining 
about guys, and then Jodi busts out a 
Scrabble game, and thus the "Alphabetical 
Hookup List" (AHUL) is born. 

The premise is simple and skanky: each 
girl will attempt to passionately kiss a guy 
who's name starts with subsequent letters 
of the alphabet (ie: starting with Adam, then 
moving on to Bob, then off to Christopher, 
and all the way to Zachary.) The story then 
basically follows around each girl through 
her kissing trials and tribulations. It's going 
to be a three-part series, so we only were 

treated to glimpses of Jodi trying to cheat 
by giving guys nicknames, Celeste getting 
drunk and losing her virginity to Jodi's ex­
boyfriend Buster, and Ali going through a 
personality crisis of sorts by becoming a 
lesbian for about 37 minutes, making out 
with a chimpanzee, and considering kissing 
a cadaver named "Fred Doe." I swear I'm 
not making any of that up. 

So, we witness Ali going to a Christian 
rave, Jodi going to the same rave on a 
different night and taking Ecstasy, and 
Celeste being miserable because she's not 
as big a slut as Ali or Jodi. The language 
and behavior of the characters in this book 
resemble more a high school, not a college. 
Of course, Northeastern doesn't have 
dorms, Scrabble, or chimpanzees, so maybe 
college really is a non-stop roller coaster of 
easy drugs, easy sex, and lots of booze. If 
this book is any indication, we aren't 
missing much. 

So if you 're looking for a reason to never 
read another book as long as you live, by 
a ll means pick up a copy of Th e 
Alphabetical Hookup List and give it a read. 
As for me, I will require the use of powerful 
stimulants to get over the horror of this 
literary failure. So, for the protection of 
future generations, I urge you to burn this 
book should you ever accidentally come to 
possess it. As for the McPhee and MTV 
alliance of shitty entertainment, everything 
is right on track. 

The second installment of AHUL comes 
out soon. 

h , UV,l!St 21st, 2002 

and boost sales, "Of course the shit's 
affecting our sales, you ignoramus/ but 

music is reflection 
of self/ we just 
explain it and then 
we get our checks in 
the mail." Slim 
knows that he 
shouldn't censor 
anything. 
Censorship is an 
individual right of 
the CD buyer to 
listen to a record 
and take from it the 
positive things that 
they need. It might 
be a message in a 
song like "Stan," or 
a funny line on 
another song, or it 
could simply be a 
good vibe you get 
from hearing 
Eminem's 
impeccable 

delivery. 
I'll say that 90% of the album is great, 

and the stand out track on the record is 
"Cleanin' Out My Closet." It's another 
stripped down, ego erased song about his 
recent struggles with the law and his 
parents. When he talks about his father 
walking out on him as a baby, he is sadly 
honest, "I wonder if he even kissed me 
goodbye?/No I don't on second thought I 
just fucking wished he would die." And 
about the whole legal incident with Kim 
and that man in the parking lot, "The 
smartest shit I did was take the bullets out 
of that gun/ Cause I would've killed em' ." 
And to answer reports that him and his 
mother have reconciled their differences, 
Eminem had this to say to her, "Remember 
when Ronnie died and you said you wished 
it was me/ Well, guess what?/ I am dead/ 
Dead to you as can be." 

Overall the record shows a matured, 
more mellow, Eminem. The homophobia 
was toned down on this album, the violence 
against women stills lingers , but overall, 
he seems to have picked and chosen places 
for all his offensive material, rather than 
spraying it everywhere. Eminem has 
grown as an artist. He talent is developing 
further, and that means that it should only 
get better from here. 

"I can't believe my photos have 

been published!" 

CLICK! 
join the 

Independent _ 

for more details see our advertisement in 

the classified section on page 11 

or call us at (773) 442-4577 or e-mail us 

neiu_independent@yahoo.com 
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Blockbuster ''x.XX'' is all action and little acting 
Andrea Zelinski 
Production Editor 

Current number one blockbuster of the 
big screen, 'xXx' begins to rip up-the charts 
with the action packed heroism of a new 
idol. Bringing in $23 million in its second 
week on the number one spot assures this 
film to be the hit of the summer. 

The action begins when Xander Cage, 
played by Vin Diesel, displays his unique 
talent for destruction. After a venture of 
stealing a senator's car, he eventually drives 
himself and the car off a bridge for the 
purpose of catching this life-threatening 
stunt on video, as seen in nearly every 
theatrical trailer. The story line proceeds 
after he is eventually caught. The CIA soon 
realizes that they need his inside expertise 
to carry out a mission, so to speak. Thus, 
our fearless rebel turns into a secret agent. 
After several tests, he is sent to befriend a 
group of destruction hungry scum who plan 
on destroying the entire world so. that they 
can rise from the ashes and create their own 
society without organized government.. 

Evaluated purely in terms of energy level, 
this film blew me away. The special effects 
and awesome action scenes definitely gave 
'xXx' the dynamism portrayed in the trailers. 
Diesel helped pump up the reputation on this 
film from his past role in The Fast and the 
Furious. The attitude of Diesel created the 
edge 'xXx · needed to become more than 
just the average action flick. Besides the 
bridge scene beginning the film, a note 
worthy action scene takes action during his 
role as the secret agent. This fantastic scene 
takes place on snow-covered mountains 

REV 

with Diesel racing an avalanche on a 
snowboard. This ten-minute scene is not 
to be missed. 

As good as the effects and action was, 
the acting was not up to par. I expected 
more conviction from all of the actors. In 
particular, Samuel L. Jackson, a mature and 
accomplished actor, who played the role 
of Agent Augustus Gibbons did not live 
up to my expectation . I just was not 
convinced. Further, Diesel performed a 

more realistic personality portrayal in his past 
film The Fast and the Furious than his 
current. His acting was less satisfying due to 
his complete hard-ass persona. 

As for the illusion of romance from the 
trailers, let me tell you, it was just an illusion. 
The romance was of low priority to the plot. 
It fit, but it also did not play the role depicted 
from previews. Being more oriented with sex 
than relationship, the various scenes provided 
more of a short and steamy tease than any 

August 21st, ?00? 

development. 
What it all boils down to is whether or 

not .it is worth the $8 .50 to see it in the 
theater. For those action seekers and Vin 
Diesel fans, this film was meant to be seen 
in the theater. The awesome combination 
of audio and picture you can only get at the 
big screen is definitely worth the high 
admission price. Yet, for those who are more 
entertained by a cleaver plot and impressive 
acting, wait for it to come out on video. 
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jewel 2002-2003 

Welcome back, students! When you're ready for a study break, check out the Jewel Box Series. Expand your mind with 
chamber music concerts featuring exceptional artists in NEIU's acoustically superior Recital Hall. With new ticket prices just 
for NEIU students - $1 o for single tickets or $60 for all nine concerts - there's no reason to miss this season. Discounted 
tickets are also available for NEIU faculty, staff, and alumni; non-NEIU students; and seniors. Stop by the Box Office outside 
the Recital Hall, call 773.442.INFO, or visit us online at www.neiu.edu today! 

2002 
September 20 

October 18 

November 15 

December 20 

2003 
January 17 

February 14 

March 21 

April 11 

May9 

Orlon Ensemble 
Piano quartet with clarinet inspires new works for their unique combination of instruments. 

Haydn By The Lake 
Trio specializing in works of the late 1 a1t1 and early 191t1 centuries. 

Fry Street Quartet 
Exuberant and energetic string quartet is ·a triumph of ensemble playing ." 

Vermeer Quartet 
Internationally renowned as one of the world's finest ensembles. 

Robert Sims 
Award-winning baritone in a recital of spirituals, Gershwin, and Copland. 

Barbara Shlrvls and Stephen Powell 
Baritone husband and soprano wife perform 'Hearts Afire,· love songs through the ages. 

Nazzareno Carusl 
Acclaimed pianist returns to NEIU for an all-Russian recital. 

Johannes String Quartet 
Chicago area debut of the fast-rising quartet. 

Brian Toroslan 
Explore the darka- side of the guibr and lute r~ire in a unique program 'Diabolus in Musia:J. • 

,,
Northeastern 
Illinois 
University 

* NEIU offers a variety of fine arts programming, including many free events . Visit www.neiu.edu for details . 

LETTER POLICY 

L(!tters_ to the Editor must be signed and contain an address and telephone number for 
verificatwn and fY!USt be approximately 250 words in length. 

Letters are .sub1ect t<? editing for sty_le and space at the editors discretion. The Editor 
reserves the nght to omll any work recezved. Letters may be received through mail addressed 
to: 

The Independent 
E-049,NEIU 

5500 N. St. Louis Av 
Chicago, IL 60625 

Letters are also accepted through electronic mail, provided they include a telephone 
number for verification. The address is neiu _independent@yahoo.com 
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By Andrea Zelinski 
Production Manager 

Welcome to the incredibly 
complicated life of Stan. This is a 
story about a guy named Stanley 
Wojciechowski. Throughout the 
semesters, you will be able to fo llow 
his moves , actions, and most 
interestingly, his intimate thoughts 
while attending college at our very 
own Northeastern Illinois University. 
Whether they be about school, 
family, girls, friends or anything else 
that may make an effect on one's life, 
you will read it all right here. 

He is the average guy. He doesn ' t 
have any super powers or anything 
of the sort. Stan is just one of those 
people in your class that you never 
really noticed before. He's quiet. 
And he doesn't stand out . The 
problems are deep down in his heart; 
he wants to be successful. He wants 
to be noticed. He wants to belong. 
But how? 

Episode after episode will reveal 
more about more about our friend. 
We will see some of the most private 
and secret parts of his life that no one 
else was meant to see. We will hear 
some of the conversations he'd be 
embarrassed of ifanyone knew. And 
we will witness the moments that 
changed his life forever. 

This is the story of Stanley 
Wojciechowski. 

"As you can see in the syllabus, 
there will be a quiz every Monday. 
These quizzes are thirty percent of 
your grade and .... " Lectured 
Professor Crawford. 

Oh that sucks! Every Monday? I 
could deal with every Friday cuz I'll 
study during the week, but there is 
no way I'm going to be able to study 
over the weekend. There goes my 

. grade in this class. Stan grumbled to 
himself. 

The professor continued to lecture 
the class of 3 7 students in the small 
classroom. The room was getting 
muggy with the immense number of 
people trying to get into the class . 
Stan knew that by the third week of 
there would only be 15 people 
present on a good day. 

The minute hand crawled closer 
and closer to I 0:50. Oh come on. I 
wanna get outta here. Okay, six more 
minutes. I hate waiting for the end 
of class. I know what I need; I need 
a class that I want to be in . 
Something interesting. I'm really 

6 

oducing ... 

STAN'S LIFE 

tired of all these damn 
general ed classes. M_ost 
don't interest me at all. I need 
something I can get into. 
. "Since there isn't much 
else to do today, you all may 
leave early. But don't get 
used to it." She snapped. The 
students began to quickly 
scuffle out the door like bats 
out of hell. "And have 
Chapters one and two read by 
Wednesday!!" she shouted 
after them. 

Stan walked down the hall 
of the Science Building 
towards the main entrance. 
As he walked through the 
automatic doors, he inhaled 
a huge dose of secondary 
smoke. The outdoor foyer was 
swarming with nearly 20 smokers, 
both student and teacher. Damn. I 
guess it has been a while since I was 
last at school. I didn't remember this 
many smokers. Oh well, I guess it 
gets bigger every year, he thought as 
he tried to maneuver his way through 
the cloud of smoke. 

He made his way down the steps 
and towards the Student Union, 
passing an unfinished building on his 
right. What the hell. When are they 
going to finish that building? I sws:ar 
I hear people say that its been under 
construction for as long as they have 
been here. And those people 
graduated already! I'll probably 
never see it finished. Stan continued 
walking. Well , I do have at least 
three more years to go. 
HOPEFULLY only three years. I've 
heard some people say that they have 
been in school for six or seven years. 
That's like something out of the 
movie Tommy Boy. Except he had 
an excuse. 

Stan pulled open the door to the 
Student Union and noticed someone 
rustling in the Reading Lounge. His 
dark hair hung just above his eyes 
as he engulfed himself in a large 
textbook. The student was tall, and 
looked to be Asian. He wore a pair 
oflongjean shorts with a white polo. 
The student lifted his head to move 
his hair out of his face. ELLIOTT! 
Stan pulled the door open and 
walked in next to the boy. 

"Where the hell have you been all 
summer?!" Stan whispered with a 
smile to student. 
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He lifted his head and recognized 
Stan. "Oh hey Stan! How are ya?" 
he laughed with delight to see a 
familiar face. 

"Good. You have time to run out 
for a hot dog?" 

"Oh yeah. Sure," he exclaimed as 
he gathered his pile of books and 
stumbled out of the lounge. "We' ll 
take my car," Elliott offered as they 
walked side by side, exchanging 
questions and answers about the 
summer 

"It's been so long since I heard 
from you! What did you do this 
summer?" Stan asked as his stomach 
started to growl. 

"Oh, not much. I took a bunch of 
summer school classes. But nothing 
exciting. Not like last year," Elliott 
smiled. "Now those were the days!" 

"Yeah," Stan agreed as they 
reached Elliott's '86 Buick Century. 
"You wanna go to Super Dawg?" 

"Sure. It's on Milwaukee and 
Devon, right?" 

Stan nodded as he opened the 
pasenger door and tossed his 
backpack in the back seat. "Hey, do 
you remember that girl from Math 
106? The girl with the weird hi­
lights." 

"Oh yeah! The one who sat in 
front of you? Oh what was her 
name?" Stan shrugged in response. 
Elliot began to pull his car of out the 
parking spot, "Wasn't it Trish? Or 
was it Tori or - " Elliott suddenly 
stopped when he realized he had 
bumped the car parked behind them. 
"Oh shit!" Elliot snapped. "What the 
hell." 

"I don't think you hit it too bad." 
"Yeah . .. that's what a bumper is 

for." Elliott jumped out of the car 
and examined his rear bumper. "Not 
a scratch. Of course you couldn't 
tell on this piece of junk." He 
scanned the other car. A short but 
deep scratch sat on the 99 ' Sunfire. 
He rubbed it with his finger, but 
nothing changed. He jumped back 
in the car next to Stan. 

"Any damage on the other car?" 
"Not really. A little scratch. It's 

nothing," Elliot replied as he drove 
out of the parking lot unaware that 
the owner of the Pontiac Sunfire 
watched the entire event unfold 
before his eyes. 

"So what were you saying about 
that girl, Tori?" Elliott asked as he 
chewed on his hotdog. 

"Oh ... nothing really." 
"Don't play stupid with me. You 

have the hots for her still, don't 
you?" 

Stan tried to hide a smile, but he 
couldn't. He had been holding it in 
all summer without anyone to tell. 
"Yeah. I guess you can call it that." 
It 's more like an infatuation. She was 
just so .. . so ... I don't even have to 
words to describe it. 

"Yeah, well keep yotir pants on," 
Elliott laughed as he placed his 
garbage on the tray hanging from his 
window. "You and I both know how 
much guts it took you to ask her what 
time the final exam was last spring." 

"Shut up!" Stan chuckled as he 
finished his soda. "Things are going 
to be different this year. I'm a new 

"Look Mom! We made BIG money!" 

WRITE ARTICLES 

MAKE MONEY 
join the Independent 

for more details see our ad in the classifieds on page 12 

call us at (773) 442-4577 or e-mail us neiu_independent@yahoo.com 

Features 

man." 
"Oh yeah?" Elliot pressed · the 

button to summon the waitress. He 
left two dollars on the tray. "How 
so." 

"You'll see my friend. You' ll see. 
Now lets get back to school. I think 
I have another class in about 20 
minutes." 

As the two friends drove back to 
Northeastern, they continued to 
reminisce about their days last 
semester thinking about Tori. "She 
was smart too," Elliott commented 
as he pulled back into the parking 
lot at the university. "Damn. That 
is what I hate about leaving this 
school in the middle of the day. No 
parking spots left!" The two drove 
around campus for nearly ten 
minutes before they decided to park 
in the back of the lot near the library. 

"Hey, did you think that scratch I 
left on that car was noticeable Stan?" 

"I don't know, I didn 't get a good 
look at it," Stan replied as they 
headed to the Student Union 

"Yeah. I feel a little guilty." 
"You know what. Don't worry 

about it. It was nothing anyway. And 
for all you know," Stan said while 
he opened the door, "that had 
happened to you a number of times 
and you never happened to notice it 
either." 

Just a head of them, a student 
dressed in a knee length jean skirt 
headed straight for them. Her brown 
hair was highlighted in chunks 
perfectly framing her face and her 
bright green eyes. 

"Is that. .. Tori?" Stan drifted off. 
"Yeah," Elliott answered. "It is." 
She continued to walk towards 

Stan and Elliott. Stan's hands got 
moist and his heart beat raced a little. 
I'm okay. I'm okay. I'll just.say 
hello. Try to relax. You don 't want 
to act like a fool. 

"Heyl" the girl exclaimed. 
"You ' re Stan, right?" she asked as 
she combed her fingers through her 
hair. 

"Um hum," Stan mumbled. 
"Can I talk to you?" 

Read on next week to find 
out what the girl of Stan's 
dreams has to tell him. 
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IF YOUR BIRTHDAY IS THIS WEEK: Happy Birthday! 
IF YOUR BIRTHDAY IS NEXT WEEK: Happy "Next Week" Birthday! 

Aries (March 21-April 19): 
T h e 

summer is 
almost 
over and 
you want 
to get back 
into the 

grind of things. Do that and 
you will regret not taking 
fresh air in. You can sit out 
on the porch and watch the 
sunset. Soon the air will be 
too cold and windy to enjoy 
the seeing setting sun. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
Well you 
love the 
sun and 
since we 
had a few 
days of at 
least 80-

degree weather in mid late 
April, you love the sun. The 
problem with that was you 
had to study or stay indoors. 
You need to get out and 
enjoy the sun before it goes 
away and definitely before 
we 'fall back' . 

Gemini (May 21-June 21): 
Y O U 

relaxed all 
summer 
while you 
either were 
working or 
taking 

summer school. The 
summer is just about over. 
Not quite, take the last week 
in stride and enjoy the last 
few days of summer rays 
before you begin to go to 
classes and study. The 
weather loves you and you 
will have cabin fever if you 
do not take advantage of the 
last week before school 
starts. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22): 
summer 
child, you 
worked all 
summer, and 
you have 
taken a 
vacation . 

Now what is left to do? Well, you 
can enjoy the last week before 
classes start and take in some 
sun. Like a Leo, you need to get 
to some place that has water, how 
about a beach? What about the 
pool, the water parks. You love 
water and one of these places is 
meant for you since you are a 
water sign. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): Well, 
y o u r 
birthday is 
just about to 
be over or it 
has passed 
you by. The 
summer 1s 

just about over, and it leaves you 
wondering where did it go? Now 
it is time to use the last week to 
your advantage. You can explore 
without leaving home. When 
school starts you will be studying 
24/7. Get and take a walk and 
enjoy the sun and the fresh air, 
you will feel better. If not use 
the weekend to your advantage 
and go to a pool, the beach or 
water park. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Well, 
your birthday 
is coming up 
and you want 
to relax, you 
can do that 
the week 
before school 

starts or you can find a few hours 
over the weekend. Be sure to get 
the fall cleaning before classes 
pick up. As the saying goes 
business before pleasure arid that 
is true for you. 

eifect- 'Jiorosc'!Pe ..£.ass 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct 22): 
Ok, the 
summer is 
almost 
over and 
you have 
no idea 
what 1s 

going to happen. Since there 
is at least one more week 
until school starts take a long 
weekend. Leave On 
Thursday and come home 
Sunday afternoon. You need 
to recharge your battery 
before the semester begins. 
Or drop off the face of the 
planet and somehow show 
up for class 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
"Trick or 
treats" ... wait 
that 1s 
Halloween 
and the 
summer is 
almost 

over the key word is almost. 
Instead ofbeing tricked, give 
yourself a treat .. Enjoy the 
rest of the summer, when 
school starts you will have 
little time to enjoy the nice 
weather. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-
Dec.21): 
Now that 
the school 
year is just 
around the 
corner, you 
can't wait 

to go back. Just relax. 
Before you know it, you will 
have your head buried in text 
books and exams. Just enjoy 
the time off that you have 
now. Remember, being as 
energetic as you are, you are 
sure to keep yourself 
occupied one way or another 
in the fall. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Season s 
Greetings 
from the 
summer ! 
Want to 
relive those 
g r e a t 

summer moment? Well you can 
just daydream. Not 'practical'? 
Well look at those old summer 
pictures. The ones when you 
were a child and forced to go on 
the family vacation. Now that 
you are older, you miss those old 
trips. Look at the past and look 
forward to school you will enjoy 
the last week. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Summer has 
gone bye 
and you are 
happy about 
something, 
what is it? Is 
it a 

paycheck? (that will make 
anyone happy) A love? ( I want 
one of those too). To keep 
yourself happy do something 
about it, if it is a paycheck go to 
Mister Bank and give him your 
check. I assure you that you will 
get money back, but you have 
to keep putting it in your account 
with Mr. Bank. If it is love go 
with your gut and trust your 
intuition. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You are 
bummed 
Valentines 
Day doe not 
come in the 
summer. 
You wanted 

a summer romance, it is not too 
late for that. With summer 
almost over, you can still get that 
fling, go to the beach, the pool 
and a water park. You are a 
water sign and you should 

When done reading, tossing, whopping other people 
with, and making hats out of this paper, drop it in a. 
recycling bin and do your part for nature. 

--
, .. 

.. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Just when you think you 
have some free time to play 

a game or two .... 

That's when the big tips 
come ringing in .... 

Suddenly you find yourself 
immersed in research trying 

to find out the truth ..... 

Despite how tough and 
tiring it may seem at times ... 

Yet when it comes time to 
meet that deadline, 

The Independent is always 
looking for people willing to 

try their hand at 
journalism. There is never 
a wrong time to stop by our 

offices and join. 

Come on 
in and 

pull up a 
chair . 
We're 

waiting 
for YOU! 

The Independent 
YOUR Student Newspaper 

E-049 (Under Beck's) 
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2000-2001 ICPA Winner for Best Ctassifiea Aa Section in the state 
~ 

For Sale 
1989 Dodge Caravan - $500.00. 
114k miles, runs great, well 
maintained with alarm. (773) 338-

3117 

Are you trying to 
sell your car, or 
anything else for 
that matter? Put in 
an ad!!! We want 
your ad here! 
~ 

Services 

Do you have a 
talent or a service 
you would like to 
advertise? Do you 
tutor, babysit or 
mow lawns and 
need a free 
method of 
advertising? Put in 
an ad!!! We want 
your ad here! 

~ 

Wanted 
~ 

Are you looking for 
a roommate? Or 
do you have a 
need to advertise a 
job opening? Put 
in an ad!!! We 
want your ad here! 

Hip Hop is Art. It's 
everything around us 
consisting of vision, 
vocals, music, rhythm, 
B-Boys, DJ's, 

· emcees..... Your 
opinions! Your Input! 
Join the Hip Hop 
Organization every 
Thurswday 1 :40-2:40 
p.m. in room FA-247. 

The Black Heritage 
Gospel Choir is 
extending its 
membership to all 
Northeastern students. 
Come join us in singing 
songs of praise. Tues. 
and Thurs., 1 :40-2:50, 
FA 152. -President 
Staria Berry 

WZRD 88.3 FM's 
"Thursday N ite Live" 
seeks bands/ 
musicians. All styles 
considered. No 
promises. Must have 
demo. Send 
de scr iptions to 
secretagentbill@hotmail.rom 

Join the 
lndependent's award­
winning staff. Be 
famous! Make money! 
Become a part of the 
student newspaper. We 
are in search of 
photographers, writers, 
cartoonists, and 
reporters. Staff 
meetings are held every 
Tuesday during the 
activity hour. The 
Independent office is 
located in E-049, below 

Beck's Bookstore. Call 
442-4577. 

As-salamu-alaikum, 
the Muslim Students 
Association meets 
every Tuesday and 
Thursday in Room FA-
153 from 1 :40 to 
2:50p.m. to discuss the 
solution to social 
problems through 
Islamic means and also 
to plan public activities 
on campus. Open to 
questons and 
comments. Webs site: 
http://neiu.edu/~msa 

Feminist · Majority 
Leadership Alliance 
meets on Tuesdays in 
C-505 at 1 :40. To join 
listserve, send a 
message to femajority­
l@neiu.edu. 

NEIU's new Yoga Club. 
Do you want to learn 
how to enhance 
concentration and 
reduce stress while 
having fun?! Join the 
BMC Yoga Club! 
Membership is free and 
open to NEIU students, 
faculty and staff. For 
more information email 
Damaris Gonzalez, 
BMC President, at d­
gonzalez@neiu.edu. 

Care about . your 
env.i ron ment? Let's 
start a NEIU 
environmental 
organization! Contact 
or leave message for 
Sarah (773) 561-5131 
o r 
revo 1@chickmail.com 

Service Opportunities 
await YOU! Check out 
Student Volunteer 
Corps! Call 773-442-
4618 or stop in A-125 to 
find out more. 

Get the classes you 
need every time. GPA 
3.25 a must. Find out 
how. 442-6045 

Though I am bruised and 
battered, I've got all time for 
your love. 

When will I hold you again? I 
want feel your heart beat next 
to mine. 

Why do we play such twisted 
games? 

FZ: The tears we cry while the 
laughter keeps on coming back 
for more. Remember me that 
way. :) 

The rain that falls splash in your 
heart like sadness in the 
window. 

The staff: short of JK, BB, and 
SP, I recieved NO assistance on 
this issue. I hope you all get 
your acts together before I start 
clunking heads. 
AZ 

SF, VL, FZ: I'll be your bridge 
under troubled waters. When 
you're down, I will carry you . 
Like a bridge over troubled 
waters, I will lay me down. 

Where the HELL was 
everyone? This sort of thing will 
drive me away. Good luck 
holding this sinking ship up 
without me. 

Must. .... have ...... book 
exct-iarw ...... eloctoo ... .SAL ... for. ... book 
exchange .. . .. 

' Heavy metal, Salem Lights, the 
way Eminem sings; 

----------- ------------- These are ·a few of my favorite 

I Oh goody gumdrops! 
0 
0 

The Independent classifieds are FREE!* 
Limit one ad per person/organization per issue. Ads must be 20 words or 

less. There is a 25-cents charge for each word over 20 words. All classified 
ads must be ordered in person at the Independent office. For more informa­

tion, please call the Business Manager at 773.442.4585 
• Th is rate applies to members of the NE/U community only An NE/U identification card must be 

presented al the time of purchase. 
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I things! 

I I made a deal with the devil. ... 
I'd get to be famous, and he 
would get to sleep with my sister. 
--George Carlin 

Continuing the rich and futile 
tradition of filling up classifieds! 
Join the Independent and get 
some self worth today! 

My extensive collection of 8-bit 
Nintendo Entertainment System 
games for a decent staff! 

The Independent: the stuff 
dreams are made of! Come join 
our nightmare today! 

G: Happy Belated Birthday from 
the Independent staff {mostly B 
and A) 

REV? Is that thing still around? 
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