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MAIL BAG LETTERS FROM OUR READERS 

·The Socialist Club In defense of Socialist Club 

responds to article 
Dear Editor, 

While I enjoy your paper immensely (mainly any article written by Chief 
Editor Brian Blaszkowski simply because he has the ability to take such 
mundane subjects as breakfast cereal and fast food and transform them 

Dear Editor, into humor laced masterpieces and also because he voices his opinions on 

Shana Stone's article, "Socialist Club not well informed" is a hodge-podge certain other subjects such as SGA and NEIU's hypocrisy tinged 
of slander, twisted logic, and misinformation. administration in a no holds barred, "I don't give a shit what others may 

She says that the socialists claim "America is a non-democracy because we _ think" manner), I must admit that Shana's Stone recent article "Socialist 
have the greatest gap between rich and poor, have large amounts of minorities Club Not Well Informed" disappointed and sadden me. D.isappointed me 
in prison, and have a bad healthcare system." because Ms. Stone seems to be the one misinformed and saddened me 

Well, yes. During the 1990s "miracle economy" the disparity between because in my opinion the article was not very well researched or well 
average CEO pay and that of an average factory worker reached 531 to I. written. I am all for Ms. Stone voicing her discontent at the NEIU Socialist 
Between 1980 and 2000, the number of Black men iniail grew three times as Club, because as she stated she does live in country that allows us to do 
fast the number in college. Over 40 million people in the United States lack that freely without some fascist being leading us to the guillotines, but 
health insurance. when it is done in such an ignorant matter, I feel that it is time to voice my 

How could you have real democracy with this backdrop, when the rich can opinion and knowledge and what I have learned since my first semester 

buy influence with politicians while poor and working people have to spend here at NEIU. 
so much energy just getting by? Stone says that she "laughs" at socialists, Lesson Number One: In English IO I, professors make note to their 
because we expend so much energy "complaining about the world, and students to always capitalize titles, people, places and names of 
forgetting to enjoy life." But like most people at this school, we actually have organizations. Like it or not, the NEIU Socialist Club is an organization, so 
to worry about things like Jack of health care, racial profiling and making I found it extremely unprofessional that Ms. Stone chose not to or simply 
ends meet. did not care to capitalize the name of the organization in her article. No one 

Stone makes the claim that the socialists "complained about our system," sits around and writes FMLA as "feminist majority leadership alliance" or 
but "neglected to discuss ways to make improvements to our nefarious SGA as "student_government association." 
government." But we've made it clear what we're for. We want to build a Lesson Number Two: I am no Journalism major, but when writing an 
poli_tical alternative to the Democrats and Republicans-two parties of big article on an event a journalist has attended, wouldn't it be proper to credit 
business that take millions in contributions from corporations every year. the name of the person in which the journalist vehemently disagrees with? 

We are for health care for everyone and against the racist criminal injustice Ms. Stone blatantly states that she did not know who this woman was or 
system. We are for building movements from the ground up right now to fight where she had come from. When opinion writers find themselves in that 
for things that make working people's lives better. And at the same time we kind of a bind, wouldn't it make sense to contact the people who organized 
want to build a fight fora new type of society-run by ordinary people instead or supported that event? Hell, all Ms. Stone had to do was drop an email to 
of the rich and powerful. FMLA, whose members passed around forwards of this event on the list 

Stone's arguments against the Socialist Club's antiwar positions also don't serve and I am sure someone would have been glad to answer the question 
hold any water. She accuses us oflying about statements made by former UN of who that speaker was and where she originated from. Incidentally, for 
weapons inspector Scott Ritter. those interested, the name of the speaker was Sherry Wolf and she is a 

But Ritter has repeatedly debunked the Bush administration's claims about member of the editorial board of the International Socialist Review. 
Iraq's weapons capacity. In a recent interview with Salon, Ritter said that Lesson Number Three: Believe it or not, there is a difference between a 
virtually all oflraq's weapons capacity had been destroyed in the early 1990s, socialist and an anarchist. Good ole Webster defines a socialist as "one 
and that Iraq posed no threat to the US. Scott Ritter is no left-winger, he is a who believes in a social organization based on government ownership, 
conservative Republican who voted for George Bush. management and control of the means of production and distribution of the 

Stone balks that the speaker at our meeting "claimed the state oflsrael is exchange of goods and services." An anarchist is defined as "one who 
capable of genocide against Palestinians." And continues, " ... most countries believes that all governments are undesirable." How are socialists anarchists 
have that capability against people who are killing innocent civilians?" when they do believe in government? Socialists do not agree with greedy 

What is Shana Stone suggesting? First, the vast majority of civilians killed capitalistic governments, hence they preach their theory in hopes of change 
in Israel's occupation are Palestinian. But more to the point, is Stone suggesting for the better. There are many successful socialist governments around the 
Israel's ability to wipe out an entire nation of people, the Palestinians, is a world and the members-of those places are not anarchists if they favor a 
good thing? government, are they? Ms. Stone did admit that she knew nothing about 

Stone says, "Granted, our government is not perfect, and Bush makes socialists, so next time why not do some research instead of running off at 
mistakes." So the bombing of Afghanistan, which killed thousands ofinnocent the mouth with incorrect information and biased assumptions? 
people, was just a misiake. So continuing sanctions on Iraq that have killed This brings me to Lesson Number Four: Assumptions make an ass out of 
1.5 million innocent people is just a little slip up? So unlawfully rounding up one's self. Ms Stone wrote that she was "terrified" by the speaker's speech 
some 1,200 immigrants here in the U.S. is just a lapse in judgment? Let's call that included criticizing the Bush administration and stating that we live in 
these things what they are--crimes. a non-democracy, have the largest gap between rich and poor persons and 

Stone believes she can ignore us, because we have been "outvoted" on the that our healthcare system sucks. She assumes that the speaker is Anti-
war. But the fact is that opposition to Bush's war drive was grown from only American just because that person happens to believe in all of those above. 
21 % in August to over a third of the population today. On October 26th over Since when does criticizing and questioning one's own government and 
a quarternf a million people protested Bush's war in cities across the country. country. make one Anti-American? This sounds so much like Bush and 

We think the protests on October 26th show the potential to build an Ashcroft's stand of "Either you're with us, or against us." Point out your 
alternative to the sick priorities of a system that breeds war and poverty, both government's actions, ladies and gentlemen, and that means that you're not 
here and around the world. an American and you shouldn't live in America if you want to be a socialist. 

People _who want to join the Socialist Club should come by our weekly Hmm, so much for land of the free. 
meetings 111 CLS Room 3071 at I :40pm on Tuesdays. And for Shana Stone: In closing this, I'd like to quote yet another ignorant view of Ms Stone: "I 
we are more than willing to debate you, and defend our politics, any time and laugh at these socialists actually. Because while they are expanding so much. 
anywhere. Just give us a call. - energy, complaining about the world, and forgetting to enjoy life, many 

people around them continue to live happily and never take for granted that 

NEIU Socialist Club 

Congratulations to VOC 

they are lucky to live in a democracy." When socialists or anyone aren't 
lucky enough to live in democracies and live in dictatorships, they don't 
just lounge around, afraid to voice their opinions because their governments 
might kill them. They stand up and rise and fight for liberation the way 
people such as Huey Newton, Elaine Brown, Che Guevara and Leila Khaled 
did. Dear Editor, 

Sometimes I wonder about Brian Blaszkowski. This time is different. 
Bri_an's "Voice of the Campus" from October 29 is both courageous and 
ms1ghtfull. Kudos to you, Brian. 

Did it ever occur to Ms. Stone that that's what the NEIU Socialist Club 
and their guest speaker are all about? If not, disappointing and saddening 
indeed. 
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Professor does 
not like article 
Dear Editor, 

In The Independent (Oct 29), 
Shana Stone begins her opinion 
piece on the Socialist Club meeting 
by telling us there "was a woman 
speaker, who she was and where 
she came from I have no idea." In 
the second paragraph she 
announces that she does not know 
"anything about socialists." Thus 
does Ms. Stone establish her 
credentials as journalist and 
opinion editor. 

Her approach is not to let 
information impede her judgment. 
Aware of no difference between 
socialism,, which she admittedly 

. knows nothing about, and 
anarchism, which she didn't bother 
to investigate, she easily comes to 
the conclusion that "this woman as 
well as the rest of the socialist club 
are a bunch of anarchists." Then 
proceeding to demonstrate logic 
that would embarrass a turnip, she 
tells us that "her in America one 
can speak out against the 
government. .. yet these socialists 
have the nerve to complain about 
our country ... " 

Having concluded that the 
socialist club is a bunch of 
anarchists complaining about our 
country, Ms. Stone answers their 
complaints, not point by point, but 
with this simple, sweeping 
recommendation": If they " are 
unhappy with the way our 
government runs things, then 
maybe they should consider living 
somewhere else." She suggests 
perhaps Iraq. Why Iraq would 
want to let unhappy Americans into 
their country she never says. 

l have to say that I do know 
something about journalism. So 
my answer to the articles that·Ms. 
Stone has written recently and in 
the past is to say that she should 
leave the paper. She doesn't have 
to go to Iraq. Just leave the paper. 

Harry White 
English Dept. 

Tuesday, November 12, 2002 


