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Dl{A\\ l'liG BOAl{D BY JENNI LADA 

lc!,,J 

-trfakh•NIIIII..__ _____________________________ _ 
Thou doest protest not enough 
by Joe Hertel 
Staff Writer 

in 1816). Carl Shurz said it better a up a pen and write, or raise your voice 
half century later when he stated: " to be heard. Will you simply run away 
My country, when right, to be kept because you are afraid to die? No one 

I am a Viet Nam War Veteran, so right and when wrong, to be put wants to die, and I, sure as hell exists, 
what I will say in this article, I say with right." And this, I believe, is more of don't want my son fighting in a war, 
conviction of spirit through my the true feelings of Americans. This but I do not want to see him run away 
personal experiences. I believe the is a foundation of freedom of speech, from responsibility, either. 
protest movement in the United States which includes legitimate non- I love my country and I served when 
during the Viet Nam War was much violent, yet aggressive, protest. called because I believed the war in 

Viet Nam was right. I didn't want to 
go because I was afraid to die, but I 
felt it my duty. I believed in my 
government. Today, older and wiser, 
and a survivor, I am skeptical and far 
less trusting. And I earned that right, 
and the right to share with you my 
. concerns as to the legitimacy of our 
fovolyement in a war with Iraq or 
anyoneilse. ··· 

·. These are critical times, and we 
.. mtistbe;on thedefehsive, prepared to 
' protect our freedoms against those 

time, becafisel believe it is not a war wh1fit'.faking . advantage of tts who seek to destroy our way of life , 
to protect 1-,.,~rica, but t~ protect privileges. Foi- the most part, I believe both foreign and domestic. When we 
America's i.ht~~ests'. I do not see an the protestors of today are ho~est, .• see political maneuverings and 
immediate\ ijfeat frorri Saddam• concerned citiiens \Vho feel a war •.. decisions in favor ofthe interests ofa 
Hussein to thit)jation, althqugh be is with Iraq at this point i.n time is .. few, or the vendetta.of 013e, and this 
a tyrant and nlt$(beremoved, blrtfuat . wrong. And J agree with them. ·· · country being Jed .. down a path of 
is primarily un f~l~iJ own people. Will I have no problem with anyone uncertainty artd deception,. the.11 our 
protesting a ,¾.;i1\fielp; or is it a waste who is against war, such as ;i. right to noh~Violent pro~est mtist be 
of time? I beli\,¥it will help, not in conscientious objector. But Ibefieve acted upon, and the degree of that 
preventing ~'i ij~r; ·. because tht: . we owedru nation a servi~e, and our prot~t..&i.M/AASert ho}.¥ this. tountry 
president will li~i} his war if he i~ .. patriotism, and, if a war isinevitable, feels aborttlh! de~isiorts-qf those we 
determined to dd.l:~4 .. bufitwill help in then we must support our troops, our •.. elected to power. 
letting the rest ofij:iifjorld understand young men and women, who have So, if you are against the war, then 
that theAmerican:people do care about been called to serve. We can hate the say so; if you support the war, then 
how this country i$ run and shows our war, but not the warrior. say so. Just don't be silent! Silence, 
support or non-s~pport of those who If you are against war, and it the apathy of the citizens, or their fear 
run it. happens, then serve your country in to protest what was going on, is what 

During the Viet Nam War we heard another way, without picking up a brought forth Nazi Germany. And be 
a phrase that went: "My Country, right weapon, as many brave men and prepared to support your belief with 
or wrong!" (Which was in a toast given women before you have done, and legitimate reasoning and alternatives. 
by Naval Commander Steven Decatur subsequently wound up in jail. Pick .That is what this country is all about. 

-..lilllliallil .. i-11111 LETTERS FROM OUR READERS 

Dear Editor, 
I wish to take exception to several of the statements in the letter to the editor from Prof. Harry White, printed in the 

February 18, 2003 edition of The Independent. While I support his freedom, both personal and academic, to express his 
opinions, he seems to have forgotten the primary purpose of a University is that we deal with truth, and the search for it. 

His letter contained at least one BLATANT FALSEHOOD, and another statement that, without providing any attribution, 
can only be considered "creative thinking" on his part. Since it was written by a (supposedly) learned member of the 
faculty, it may have actually set back the cause of academic freedom. 

Quoting Prof. White: 
... our military, whose reach covers the globe, has caused more deaths throughout the world than has ever occurred in 

the history of inhumanity. Does he know something about the magnitude of deaths caused by the U.S. Military Forces 
that no other person knows of? Does he have any facts to support this statement? He won't - because it is FALSE! 

·Perhaps he needs to take a I 00 level class in History to learn how to conduct academic research that will allow him to 
distinguish between fact and fiction. In it he would also find out for himself the names of some of the organizations that 
REALLY caused a significant number of deaths "in the history of inhumanity." For starters, he could acquaint himself, 
academically of course, with such organizations that are better known by their acronyms, such.as the SS, GESTAPO, · 
SA, KGB, NKVD, and GPU. 

Ifhe cared to continue on with more advanced History Courses he would learn about others that are better known by 
their location, such as Nanking, Katyn and Babi Yar. 

The unattributed statement he made is as follows: 
So-called pro-lifers tend to be people who support war, favor capital punishment and the right to bear arms to a greater 

extent than the rest of the population. 
Where is the data to back up this statement? If it actually does exist, why didn't he cite its source in his letter? Without 

the answers to these questions, it has the same degree of believability as his statement on the U.S. Military. 
A final small point. Prof. White signed his letter, "Harry White, English Department." Based on this method of 

identifying himself, can we infer that-he speaks for the entire English Department? 
R. J Brule 

Dear Editor, 
Black History Month is supposed to a time for my people, as well as our fellow Americans, to better understand the struggles 

that we've endured over the past five centuries. I was extremely surprised when the history department added an African 
American course to the schedule. I rearranged my job and school schedule to add this last minute course to my schedule. 

The first day of class was exciting. We (students) were greeted by an energized Dr. Johnson. She seemed to have an enormous 
amount ofknowledge about this area. During the first couple of weeks in the course, I was eager to answer almost any question 
that Dr. Johnson asked. My eagerness to answer questions, let alone go to class, dwindled when the "N" word was being used in 
the classroom setting. I first felt that she was only using this derogatory term in an education context. But on February I 3th, 2003, 
she read a speech that was given by a former Governor of South Carolina aloud in an extremely quiet and alert classroom. The 
speech explained how the Governor didn't feel that blacks at South Carolina State University shouldn't receive more than the 
$5,000 funding that they were given. 

The only problem was that the Governor referred to blacks as niggers. At first I was at ease with her saying the word one time. 
But when she continued to read at ease with saying the word nigger, I became very uncomfortable. My comfort level sank to an 
all time low when the class, 95% caucasian, looked at me for some type of response after she says this. I've never felt so lonely 
before, embarrassed, and demoralized in my life. After class, other students would ask me how I felt. I only replied with a facial 
gesture. They sensed my discomfort. And one in specific (Desmond, History tutor) said that he would rather talk with herorwrite 
her a letter explaining my discomfort with her saying the word. Now she uses the word Negro when referring to the word nigger. 
It still doesn't erase the memory of she saying nigger. 

I spoke with a professor that I felt comfortable with about the situation. Ms. Sochen told me that I should speak with her. But 
I feel really intimidated by her now. She isn't the same energized teacher that I saw on the first day of class. I spoke to my parents 
and they told that I should drop the course if felt that uncomfortable with her. And I will. I don't believe that any student or person 
of color.should be demoralized like I was. I also belie that the word nigger should never be used in the classroom setting, even if 
it's in an educational context. This Black History Month will be on that I will remember for years, because I was reminded by 
someone who I should trust that I am still a "Nigger." 

Anonymous 
Editors note.: The Independent doesn t not rncourage the use of racial or ethnic slurs. 
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