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Latina/a yro3rams and or3anizations make a renewed
commitment to servin3 Latina/o students at ']{fE']'U

The following is a collaborative effort of
ue Ondee Sola members

"Every generation must out of relative obscurity
discover its mission, fulfill it, or betray it"
- Frantz Fanon, The Wretched ef the Earth

The roots of the Latina/a Cultural &
Resource Center (LCRC) were planted years
ago by Latina/a students and their resilient
efforts to carve out a space for awareness,
action, and community. In the face of
considerable adversity,
the blossoming of the
LCRC is due, above all,
to the unwavering love
and principled activism
of Latina/a students and
their communities. Its
existence today reminds
us of a history often
silenced, but which we
cannot forget.
Many years ago, On
July 21, 1982, NEIU's
administration cruelly
demolished Albizu-Zapata
Portable One, which was
then the only meaningful
space available for
Latina/a students to
affirm their cultures,
identities and histories.
Named after two of Latin
America's greatest 20th
century revolutionary, Puerto Rico's Dr.
Pedro Albizu Campos and Mexico's Emiliano
Zapata, the center,was the headquarters for
the Union for Puerto Rican Students (UPRS),
the Chicano Mexicano Latino Student Union
(ChiMexLa), and the Advisory Board of the
Chicano Mexicano Puerto Rican Studies
program (today known as the Latino and
Latin American Studies Program) . NEIU's
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administration had hoped to stifle Latina/a
student activism on campus by liquidating
the space. Yet, to the contrary, the following
decades have witnessed demands for not
only the creation of a Latina/a cultural
space, but also the development of a
veritable Latino studies program, increased
recruitment and retention, and faculty
diversity, among others.
In 2009, twenty-seven
years later, the students
of UPRS, Que Ondee
Sola magazine, and
other Latina/a student
organizations successfully
secured the constructing
of the Latina/a Cultural &
Resource Center. Through
open forums, petitions,
articles, meetings, and
heated debates, we
advocated for the LCRC,
pressing on despite many
rejections to our appeals
by the administration.
In short, this development
did not just happen; rather
it was result of decades of
Latina/a student activism
and deep connections
to our communities,
elected officials, faculty
and staff.,In homage of Albizu-Zapata and
all participants of four decades of Latina/a
student activism, the LCRC now offers
a home to address our most pertinent
concerns and pressing issues, and in the
process, the possibility of continuing through words and action - our ongoing
and historic struggle to ensure a more
inclusive and accountable NEIU.
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is published at Northeastern Illinois
University. The opinions expressed in Que
Ondee Sola do not necessarily reflect
those of the Administration. Responsibility
for its contents lies solely with the staff.

Que Ondee Sola was established in 1972
and remains the oldest Puerto Rican &
Latina/o university student publication in
the U.S. Our mission is to provide the NEIU
community with a relevant and engaging
publication that deals with student issues with
a focus on Puerto Ricans and Latinas/os, our
communities, and our patrias.

We appreciate and encourage
suggestions and contributions.
Contact Que Ondee Sola
5500 N. St. Louis Chicago, IL 60625
Room E-041
(773) 442-4583
queondeesola@gmail.com

Que Ondee Sola continues to affirm the right
of Puerto Rican self-determination, freedom
for all Puerto Rican political prisoners, and
support for a truly participatory democracy.
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A LEGACY OF

STRUGGLE

40 years of student activism
by Marvin Garcia
It has been 23
years since I
graduated from
Northeastern
Illinois University
(NEIU). It took
me seven yea rs
to gain my
undergraduate
degree as I
juggled a fulltime second shift
job, day classes
and an active
student life. After
graduation, I took
a teaching job at
Dr. Pedro Albizu
Campos High
School and later
served 17 years
as the director
before accepting
a position at the
Alternative schools Network of Chicago. I
now serve as a member of the board of
trustees at NEIU.
My earliest NEIU memories are of attending
courses at the Uptown Field Center and
developing an in school and afterschool
tutoring programs with neighborhood
elementary schools. Nevertheless, it was
always my goal to transfer to the main
campus and integrate myself into the Latino
student work on campus and, it was the
Que Ondee Sola Newspaper that peaked
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my interest. Reading Que
Ondee Sola, I learned
about Proyecto Pa'Lante
and the services for Latino
students on campus. I
read about dedicated
instructors such as Angelina
Pedroso, Ben Coleman,
Sarah Hoagland, Kingsley
Clark and Jose Lopez. I
learned that the newspaper
was the publication of the
Union for Puerto Rican for
Students (UPRS) led by
students with names as
Luis Gutierrez and Miguel
Del Valle who will become
local and national leaders.
Looking back, my biggest
satisfaction was to become
a member of the UPRS and
write for the Que Ondee
Sola publication during
the turbulent period of the 80's. It was the
period that the full-time Puerto Rican History
line was eliminated and Portable 1, "Centro
Albizu-Zapata"; the meeting place of both
UPRS and ChiMexcla was demolished.
As a student organization invested in the
Latino student body the UPRS, ChiMexcla,
with the support of the Black Caucus and
other student groups on campus initiated a
struggle for a Latino Studies Program and
the construction of a cultural center. We
resisted the administrations offers to appease
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and divide us. We were active and at times
confrontational. We took over the History
Department and did a sit-in in the Presidents
office and some of us, were brought before a
student disciplinary hearing which we turned
into an educational forum ... one student
was expelled and later graduated after we
threatened a law suit. Although it would be a
prolong and protracted struggle new students
continued the struggle throughout the 80's
and the nineties and it was the UPRS and
the Que Ondee Sola newspaper - the longest
running Puerto Rican Student Publication
in any university across the country - that
remained constant and determined to what
many that impossible, possible.
Today, we have a Latina/a Cultural Resource

Center and a Latino and Latin American
Studies Program that is months away from
becoming a major, and it was the collective
work of instructors, administrators, elected
officials and determined students who
never gave up the struggle that made it
a reality. This year we should celebrate
the 40"' ann iversary of the UPRS and Que
Ondee Sola by recognizing the commitment
and work of so many students and to
ensure the preservation of the historical
memory, which chron icles the transformation
of so many students and a university
community. Therefore, there should be a
section in the Ronald Williams Library where
all the Que Ondee Sola magazines are kept
and made available to students of NEIU and
the wider community.
The Phenomenal Women of Delta Tau Lambda Sorority, Inc.
Present

BREAKING THE SILENCE
Poetry Contest

\..
The "Breaking the Silence Poetry Contest" is an
opportunity for any women to submit poetry, oral -story
telling and /or spoken word.
The winner of the contest will present her writing and
receive a Gift Card at our Annual Salute to Latinas,
November 3, 2011 .

Send your entries to dtl.neiu@gmail.com by
October 26, 2011 !
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A Decaying Boricua Diaspora
by Xavier "Xavi" Luis Burgos
We are from "alla afuera." As
such, we inhabit a nebulous and
intangible world in the imagination
of those who have not trekked
beyond their Caribbean waters (and
in even those who have) . It is as
if, in the insular colonial imagery,
we dwell upon the heavens, sitting
on top fragile clouds or lurking
behind the stars, out of touch with
humanity. But celestial beings we
are not. Our existence, on Earth, is
obscured. We are deemec;I a throwaway people, cultural pollutants,
who were never suppose to
return, never to witness the island
of our forebearers. "Tu no eres
Boricua" can be the most spiteful slander an
islander can bestow upon us, not so much
because of an innate insecurity, but the
acknowledgment of our difference.
"i want to go back to puerto rico,
but i wonder if my kink could live
in ponce, mayagUez and carolina" (Tata
Laviera)
According to the 2010 United States census,
there are, for the first time in our history,
more Puerto Ricans living in the U.S. than
on the island; 4.6 million to 3.7 million to be
exact. As time continues, less and less the
children of Borinquen reside on our tragic
Eden, despite the conviction that it remains
our communal 'home.' The question why
is important, but what characterizes our
exiled existence as a hint to new collective
directions is even more intriguing.
As stated by Boricua theorist Juan Flores,
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the root definition of Diaspora means a
"scattering or of sowing seeds (-sperien)
across space ( dia- y: a suitable metaphor
for the construction of Puerto Rican
enclaves; from a minute bud to a growing
vine germinating nuances in identity and
community-building. For Flores, a Diaspora
is not just about people moving to a new
place, but the unraveling of a consciousness
about the place they are in and the place
they left. In the aftermath of the first
Great Migration of the late 1940s to early
1960s, we forged emblems of our "inherited
cultural backgrounds" in institutions, cultural
festivities, literature, music, and political
organizations, but with a palette of distinct
"ruptures and innovations" detailing,
exalting, and even lamenting our cultural
aberration from those on the island. Like
that of nations, our community is imagined,
because although we could never know all
the members of such a disparate Diaspora, it
is
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a communion in which our connection is
internally recognized and a camaraderie
eternally yearned for.

producing and amplifying safe spaces of
in-depth dialogue on such socio-political
conundrums and subsequently courses of

With controversial origins and often critiqued
markers like 'Chi-Rican' or 'Nuyorican', we
are united by a reference point and a new
location, but of also disturbing social ills.
As an au courant exodus out of our island
unfolds before our tired eyes, we continue
to face high levels of poverty and low levels
of formal education, exacerbated by the
destruction and displacement of our historic
centers and a psyche of inferiority. Moreover,
the cultural and political institutions we have
created throughout the decades are decaying
because there are those among us who
submit to the pressure to homogenize our
experiences and unique historical memories
under a "latino umbrella" and thus render
any affirmed puertorriquenidad as taboo and
separatist. And even worse, those of us who
obtain any sort of money or education, leave
our life-centers, detach and disassociate
themselves from 'those in the ghetto' and
produce offspring with a sort of Du Boisian
triple-consciousness - never accepted by
a racist world and never truly accepted
by one's own people on both sides of the
Atlantic. We are here, but less cohesive and
pronounced, persistently misrepresented and
misunderstood by the islander, the greater
U.S. society, and by some in our flock.

direct action, can we approach the horizon
with a profoundly inspiring, renewed,
and reinvigorated vision for our people
in the Diaspora. But the challenge has so
few recruits while any semblance of our
existence continues to erode. We are full
of possibilities, but in a deep slumber we
continue to lay.

The leaking faucet of our tropical kin
continues to flow and detrimental social
forces endure in a masquerade around
our unmarked tombstones. We are at the
crossroads of possibilities stretching from a
path of great historical and contemporary
resilient feats, but jointly, across the cities
and towns of our presence, something
is lacking, the earth-shattering urgency
remains nonexistent. With the effort of
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Next Part: The New Boricua: A Renewed
Vision
References:
1. Laviera, Tata. (1992). my graduation speech. la carreta made a
u-turn (pp. 17). Houston: Arte Publico Press.
2. United States Census Bureau. (May 26, 2011). 2010 Census
Shows Nation's Hispanic Population Grew Four Times Faster Than
Total U.S. Population. Retrieved from http ://2010.census.gov/news/
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Mifflin Company.
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The Sociopolitical
Experience of Latina/os
in the United States
by Juan " Nito" Morales
In understanding the
sociopolitical experience of
Latina/os in the United States,
we have to critically examine
the notion of racialization
as a process that seeks to
undermine Latina/os as a
people in the context of race.
According to Mariela M. Paez ,
three themes within the notion
of racialization seem to shape
the future of Latina/os. In
this piece, I aim to scrape the
surface with introducing the
three concepts that have greatly
impacted the Latina/o reality.
As Latina/os seek to maintain,
and in many cases, develop social, economical,
and political representation, we must be able
to notice , and articulate the factors that play a
pivotal role in the lives all Latina/os. For one,
the inferiority complex or the notion that Latina/
os are inferior, which derives from negative
stereotypes that mainstream Americans have
about Latina/os, and what U.S . political elites
support; (2) The educational attainment of Latina/
os. The 2001 Census Bereau indicated that half of
the Latina/o population finished high school, and
only 10.9 percent earned a Bachelor's degree; (3)
The segregation in schools, neighborhoods, and
in the workplace that are formed by ideological
beliefs and perspectives .
In struggling to improve the social conditions

of Latina/os, it is important to be critical on the
driving forces that has influenced the Latina/o
experience and continues to impact our unique
8

and complex reality. However, to understand the
Latina/o experience, we must fi rst come to realize
how incredibly complex the Latina/o experience
has been in shaping the world . In addition, key
questions need to be addressed and re-examined '
for the overall improvement of Latina/os.
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by Juan "Nito" Morales

The Spotlight: Haydee Hernandez
On assisting and supporting Latina/o students with their financial aid
Currently employed at Northeastern Illinois
University (NEIU), in the financial aid office,
and going on three years working with
students and their
financial aid process.
My relationship
with the community
began as a student of
Roberto Clemente High
School at a time when
Clemente was going
through significant
changes and struggles.
From those struggles,
I learned the meaning
of being Latina, and
the meaning of being
Puerto Rican especially
in Chicago. When
I graduated from
Clemente, I wanted to
stay in the community,
and work for the
community in a way
where I could help
other Latina/a people.
I continued with my education and working
for the community, and landed a position
working with Catholic Charities working with
women, infants, and children. I ended up in
an incredible program called the High School
Employment Program with Catholic Charities.
This is when I started working with students
and the youth. I learned that I had a gift with
connecting to Latina/a students in mentoring
and speaking to them. I noticed that there
was a wide spectrum of Latina/a youth in
9

need of assistance, and I felt that my gift and
heart was at the service to Latina/a students.
I moved on working with an alternative
school called Western
Academy as a mentor.
While working at
Westown, I fully
dedicated myself to
Latina/a students with
assisting, and guiding
them. Until this day,
I am still in contact
with a lot of students,
and it is great to know
that I have impacted
Latina/a students in
any aspect of their
Iife. After that, I
started working with
a program called
Neighborhood Services
of Chicago, where
I assisted Latina/a
families in finding
better homes for them
to live in. Ultimately, I
reached Northeastern and was able to get a
position working in the financial aid office.
Reflecting on my experience working with
Latina/a students, we must continue to
provide quality assistance for them as early
as when they're freshman in high school. We
need to teach Latina/a students more about
scholarships and grants. The trend that we
see now is that state money is dwindling,
and many universities depend on state
money, but if we start with working with
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students when they're high school freshman
with viewing available scholarships it will
help students with their financial process.
Students will able to pay for their four years
of college just on scholarships alone.
My advice to Latina/a students would be
to start early with filling out their FASFA
application. By January ist students should
began with filling the application. Many
students think that they need their taxes
prepared to do their FASFA application,
but that is not the case. They have several
different options that students could choose
Community Forum on Deportation Policy
By Jennifer Luna
Family separation and deportation has become
prevalent and on the rise within the immigrant
community. According to the Illinois Coalition for
Immigrant and Refugee Rights "the Department
of Homeland Security has over 300,000 cases
to be review of families
who are on deportation
proceedings." These
numbers demonstrate
the severity of the issue.
The "undocumented
immigrant" community
is perhaps the most
affected by the different
immigration laws that
have been recently
implemented. The entire
immigrant community is
currently under radar.

However, the
"undocumented"
community is constantly
intimidated and harassed
on the basis of their
status. The implementation of different laws
and policies which are primarily targeting the
immigrant community can be felt at a local
10

from. January is the target date to start.
Many students come to my office saying
how they completed the process, not
knowing that state money last year was cut
off on March 25 th • We also see a trend on
the way money is cut, and students need to
be aware of that. We know that if any state
money comes in during December, it might
be cut off late January, early February.
Again, don't shy away from scholarships,
because they are available, especially to
Latina/a students. Be informed, and use the
resources that are available.

and national level. Entire families in various
communities in this state and across the nation
are being separated and children are being left
in the care of family members or sent alongside
to their parents' native country. Often times,
these children are U.S. citizens whose parents
migrated to United States and have created a
life in this country. In sight of this issue prevailing
in the immigrant community,
different community
organizations, activists and
politicians are getting involved
to advocate for this vulnerable
population.
One of the strong voices
often heard advocating for
immigrants rights is that of,
U.S. Representative, Luis V.
Gutierrez. Gutierrez often
serves as a mediator between
the immigrant community
and policy holders. Several
attempts have already been
made and the battle persists for
the millions of undocumented
families. This battle is fought
continuously in attempts
to dissuade anti-immigrant
policies from being implemented.
Most importantly, different human rights
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groups, community organizations, immigrants
and politicians have a continuous battle in
achieving a program which will allow the millions
of undocumented individuals residing in the U.S
a "path to citizenship." In sight of the recurring
discriminatory policies which are affecting
the immigrant community, there are currently
different informational
meetings taking place
at the local level.
On Saturday,
September 10, 2011
U.S. Representative
Luis V. Gutierrez held
a community forum
at Benito Juarez High
School in Chicago's
Pilsen neighborhood.
Many hopeful families,
along with activists,
and immigration advocacy groups gathered
in the school's auditorium. Representative
Gutierrez joined Chicago families to explain
the changes that have been implemented to
the immigration deportation guidelines under

40

1

Years of
Community
Transformation:
On Sep , 12, 2011
members of
QOS & UPRS
attended the 40th
year
anniversary of
"La Crucifixion
De Don Pedro"
mural
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President Barack Obama's administration.
Most of them with the solely purpose to listen
to Congressman Gutierrez. Many families
made presence to receive assistance with their
personal immigration issues. Under Rep. Luis
V. Gutierrez's agenda he covered different
issues on the Department of Homeland Security
policies. He also explained
procedures and protocol
to be followed if stopped
and detained by police
enforcement. Statistics on
the severity of this issue and
the current case review being
conducted by the Department
of Homeland Security was also
discussed under his agenda.
Overall, this informational
session and forum was able
to update the immigrant
community on current issues
which may affect them directly.
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A Message From Oscar Lopez Rivera ...
on the legacy of the Black Panther Pary
Revolutionary greetings! I would like to
express my solidarity with the companeros
and companeras who had the courage and
vision to have founded the BPP, with the
ones who have continued carrying the torch
and its revolutionary ideals
and who are making this
memorable event possible,
and especially the ones who
are in prison. For Puerto
Ricans of my generation,
who started struggling
in the diaspora during
the 60's, the BPP was an
inspiration, a fountain of
strength and hope and an
ally. We traveled similar
paths, faced the same
enemy and its barbaric
destructive machinations
and paid similar prices. We
celebrated the BPP victories,
its revolutionary work, it's
creative programs and felt
its pains whenever the
enemy attacked it. No one
can take away from it its
revolutionary legacy and
its accomplishment. Since
I'm a firm believer that it is
the work done that really
counts, and that as long
as there is one person who
is willing to continue the
struggle no revolutionary
movement has been
defeated. A better and more
just world is possible. Let's
continue struggling to make
it a reality. Long live the
spirit and the legacy of the
12

BPP.
All power to the people!
En resistencia y lucha, OLR.
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Interview with new LLAS director
Christina Gomez
by Juan "Nita" Morales

What is the importance of having a
Latino and Latin America Studies (LLAS}
major at NEIU?
Having a Latino and Latin American Studies
major at NEIU allows students to study and
research Latino and Latin American people,
history, and culture. For students who are of
Latin American heritage it provides them the
tools to better understand their background;
for students who are not of Latin American
heritage it opens up a new area of study
about a group of people who are now the
largest minority group in the United States.
For most students at NEIU, regardless of their
background, exposure to this exciting area
has been modest; most high schools do not
devote much time to studying Latino or Latin
American history, literature, or politics. Yet,
this area of the world and these cultures, both
Latino and Latin American, are an important
part of living in the United States and
understanding global society.

Since many of the LLAS courses derived
from community struggles, courses such
as Chicana/o, and Puerto Rican studies,
how do you see the intersection of the
community and the LLAS program?
I believe the intersection of community
struggles and our curriculum is vital. It is
important for students to understand this
intersection, which includes understanding the
13

history of these struggles, locally, nationally,
and globally.
Consequently,
it is important
to know history
in general
in order to
contextualize the
issues that were
important at the
time and the
structural forces
at play. The
intersection of
community and the program also includes
understanding class, gender, sexualities, and
race issues. Understanding our
community struggles helps ground and directs
our learning, which hopefully will lead to
action that will better our communities.

How do you see the role of students in
shaping the present and future of the
LLAS program?
I hope that students will play a very important
role in shaping the LLAS program now and
in the future - the program is for them. I
want students to be actively engaged in the
decision making process. I hope to have
students on the Advisory Board of LLAS to
help plan the direction of the program. It is
important for administrators and faculty to
have open communications with students,
so that together we can develop the best
program possible that is always evolving and
serving the needs of our population.
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The Latina/o Cultural Resource Center
A space for Latina/ o Students

Interview with Director Miguel Cambray
By Jessie Fuentes

How do you plan to link the Latina/o
Cultural Resource Center with the
Latina/ o community?
One way that we will be linking the Latino
Resource Center with the community is
through one of our programs called "Nuestras
Communidades" (Our Communities). One
of the goals of the program is to connect
on some of the relevant issues that are
happening in Latino communities across
the Chicago land area such as Immigration,
gentrification, violence, poverty etc. The idea
is to connect faculty, staff, and students with
the community through research, internships,
events, or volunteerism, while at the same
time engaging our communities with NEIU
and learning. Understanding that our
communities are the experts in these issues.

As the director of the Latina/ o Cultural
Resource Center how do you plan to
keep the students that struggled for
this space included in everyday work?
There have been many students in the course
of the last 40+ years who have struggled for
the Pedroso Center to exist. As the director of
the Latino Resource Center I plan to engage
students through various programming
initiatives, events, functions and other venues
the center will have. Although, I think most
importantly is that students will have access
to the center physically for them to enjoy and
interact.
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Being a Latino, how do you feel about
leading a center with such an historical
background of student, and community
struggles?
As a Latino who has been chosen to lead the
center I feel a mix of feelings understanding
what it took for the center to exist. There
is a sense of excitement of being able to
be a pioneer in creating something new
and impacting for Latino students at NEIU
and beyond. There is also a sense of
pressure knowing that I am the first person
responsible for creating a great Latino
Resource Center. I owe homage and gratitude
to all of the people who were involved with
the creation of the center. I have great
confidence in knowing that working with the
community, students, faculty, and staff we
will have a great center. Combining my Latino
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identity_and experience with those around me
will allow us to produce a center that is just
to all.

What is your overall vision for the
Latino Cultural Resource Center?
I vision the center to become the space that

we all accomplish goals together. A center
that affects campus culture, a sense of
pride, positive retention for Latino graduates,
and a place that students will remember as
somewhere that impacted their educational
experience for the better. That 50 years from
now the Latino Resource Center at NEIU
made a difference in peoples lives.

El Compromiso
By Maria Luna-Duarte

From El Centro
As I was preparing to give a few remarks on
how El Centro demonstrates its commitment
to the Latin@ community. I began to do
a little bit of research about the words
commitment and
compromiso, as you
may know these
words have a different
connotation for English
and Spanish. At
Northeastern Illinois
University-El Centro
Campus, we have
el compromiso to
provide access and
services to the Latino
community. As we
have demonstrated our
commitment through
helping students
gain access to higher
education, as well as, by continuing to work
with them while they complete their general
education and beyond.
Also, by having the Community Education
Program, where we partner with community
agencies around the neighborhood of El
Centro Campus to provide informational
15

resources and by beginning to offer English
as a Second Language Courses. El tener
compromiso carries with it both
responsibility and dedication, as gatekeepers
of higher education, the staff at El
Centro Campus is fully committed
to helping students succeed.
To have compromiso means that is
not an only one way commitment,
but rather the amalgamation of
your compromiso towards these
programs and our compromiso
to help you meet your academic,
personal and professional goals.
On this day, I challenge you to
continue to having the inner
strength to support us and
continue to fight to have these
programs for generations to
come. Never forget the struggles
of those before you. I invite you to visit El
Centro and be part of our compromiso to
serve you.
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FROM ALBIZU-ZAPATA TO THE ANGELINA
PEDROSO CENTER
The Unveiling of the Latina/o Cultural Resource Center Mural
by Anays Antongiorgi
On September 16th, 2011, the Latina/a
presence at Northeastern Illinois University
had so much to be proud of. Student, staff,
faculty,
alumni and
administrators
gathered into
the Angelina
Pedroso
Center for
Diversity &
Intercultural
Affairs to
inaugurate
and unveil the
mural for the
Latino Resource Center. The Pedroso Center
opened its doors at the beginning of this fall
semester. The center showcases its "Home
Away From Home" theme with open, studentfriendly space and amenities such as cable,
free wi-fi, couches, study tables and a student
conference
room. As
one of
the most
diverse
universities
in the
Midwest,
NEIU now
has a
formal space and resources to assist students
on their journey to graduation with culturally
relevant and competent methods that embody
a model of success. In addition, specifically
for the Hispanic/Latina/a students, provide
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students with a wrap-around model of support
that functions as a family.
Of the many goals of the Latino
Cultural Resource Center is
working towards, graduation is of
the utmost importance. Latinas/as
on this campus have a rich history
of fighting for, not only themselves,
but for future generations of
students like ourselves. At the
mural inauguration we were
reminded where our journey
started, where we are at, and
where we are trying to go!
The day started with a spirited presence
at the original site of the Albizu Campos/
Emiliano Zapata Center, also known as Pl,
as the kick-off of Hispanic Heritage Month,
sponsored by the Latino Heritage Committee
here at NEIU. Over 30 latinas/os marched in
a parade from the former site of Pl through
the halls showing pride in their culture with
flags. The parade went through the school
with attendees singing songs, waving their
flags and letting their presence be known.
Voices filled the hallways with dignity, and one
could see over seven different flags waving
over heads! Latinas/as from all different walks
of life filled into the Latino Cultural Resource
center. As more people arrived, the room
was filled with a multitude of programs and
departments that serve Latina/a students
at NEIU. Programs such as Proyecto
Pa'Lante, El Centro, Latin and Latin American
Studies, World Languages, Latino Heritage

CJndee Sola.

Committee and various other student groups
and Greek organizations attended .

his imagery used in the mural. You can find
flags from various Latin American countries,
the Chicago skyline, and even the Pl
trailer highlighted with vibrant colors. The
mural consists of over 20 elements/images
including, my favorite, the sun and the moon
to show how life is a balance. Montanez
expressed his eagerness to include students
and their ideas of what should be included in
the mural so that he may create a mural of
meaning.

The mural inauguration was lead by Miguel
A. Cambray, the Director of the Latino
Resource Center whose message to students
was, the space and staff is here for us!
Speakers reflected on their 40 year journey
from utilizing Pl's resources to being present
in a student-centered space. The artist,
Victor M. Montanez shared his passion for
the mural. He said that this was the first time
he ever worked on a project with his wife
and young daughter. He wanted to highlight
Latinas/as histories and struggles, especially
at NEIU and Chicago. This is evident through

Outside of reminding us that our past is very
much significant and we need to remember
where we have come from, his message
emphasized the importance and need for
revolutionaries, people who can transform
society for the better! Students need to be
involved with the community and vice-versa,
for the betterment of the community, NEIU
and our future. Yes, the Latina/a presence
had much to be proud of September 16th,
2011; through differences, such as night and
day and the colors that represent us, we
have all united under one goal, education.

LATINAS IN POWER
It's been a year now since the birth of Latinas in
Power. It has been quite a journey for all of its
members and it continues
to have its positive
challenges. From working
with the wonderful womyn
of the Venus Collective to
having lunch with Senator
Iris Martinez and discussing
future collaborations,
Latinas in Power continues
to grow while not losing
sight of our vision.
As we say in our mission statement, we continue
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to be a support system for our Latina members in
college and continue to create a space of comfort
to talk about our identities
whether they are as feminists, as
LGBTQ, as activists, or simply as
students.
Our dialogues have aided us in
broadening our views on issues
that affect us, and in some cases,
these same dialogues have
allowed us to desahogar (vent)
to each other. As we transition
to a new president and continue
our collective vision of L.I.P., we confront new

6(ae CJndee Sola.
challenges such as the one proposed by the
Que Ondee Sola staff when they asked what our
commitment to the Latin@ students on our NEIU
campus will be. After brainstorming about what
should be our commitment, we decided that we
had to go back to the basics.
This organization began from a basic necessity
that exists on our NEIU campus. And that is
the lack of safe spaces where womyn can get
together and talk about their experiences. We
became that space for each other, but most

National
Founding
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15, 1989
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New York.
Colors: Black,
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and Gold
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Web: www.omegaphjbeta org Email: Norma
Narsa, Nalizel2@gmail.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/OPBSI.
NEIU

18

importantly we decided to share that space with
other womyn.
Our commitment this semester is to have events
that speak solely to the experience of our
Latina sisters on campus. We are beginning our
biweekly charlas during the months of October
and November as well as writing and performing
a set of monologues inspired by our lives. L.I.P.
continues to be that bridge that brings it all
together: our identities, our culture, and our
academic success.

Omega Phi Beta
Sorority, Inc. was
founded March 15
1989. Our motto
is "serving and
educating through
diversity". We
embrace all shades of
women, with a strong
focus on education,
professionalism,
service, and diversity
' who pride ourselves
in standing up for
the awareness of
violence against
women on a national level. Here at NEIU
we fight to raise awareness of teen suicide
and self-mutilation prevention. We are a
sisterhood with an intimate network of
mutual support, serving as an outlet for
positive self-expression and individual growth
for our members.

Nuestro Compromise
5th Annual Latino Open House
by Jessie Fuentes
Organized by Que Ondee Sola (QOS) and
Union for Puerto Rican Students (UPRS), on
September 13th 2011 in the Latino Cultural
Resource Center Latina/o programs and
organizations celebrated our 5th annual Latino
Open House. As organizations and students filled
the room, we once again fulfilled our mission- to
provide Latina/o students with a space where
they can relate, evaluate, and seek historical
memory. Nuestro Compromise (our commitment)
was the theme of our event, and a statement
to the students there. We challenged all of our
peers, colleagues, and leaders to commit to the
success of Latina/o students at Northeastern
Illinois University.
As organizations and projects stepped to the
mic they made very specific compromise's, for
example Christina Gomez the director of Latino
and Latin American Studies ensured that she
will teach students about there culture, she will
educate them on their history and homeland. In
addition to her compromise, she announced that
the Latino and Latin American Studies program
would become a major 2012 spring semester
allowing students to take our history to a whole
other level.
Miguel Cambray, director of the Latino Cultural
Resource Center, said something very special
and unique while being on the mic, "Welcome
a su casa." Que Ondee Sola and Union For
Puerto Rican Students fought for four decades
to hear those very words that welcomed Latina/o
students to a space we can claim our own.
Indeed, the Latino Cultural Resource Center is a
space we can claim our own. As we celebrated
our 5th annual Latino Open House, it had finally
hit me, that I was part of a movement that
was striving towards excellence. If individuals
question how we can transform education to be
more meaningful, I would say we are doing just
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that. We are providing a space where Latina/o's
can learn about their culture, their history and be
successful in academia.
Members of QOS and UPRS: Myself, Juan
'Nito' Morales, Katherin Padilla, Marla Mojica ,
and Alyssa Villegas believe in "Live and help
to live," a philosophy in which life is beyound
yourself, but about the people around you. As
everyone sat in the room of celebration I hope
everyone retrieved this message, In order to
be a successful leader you must make sure no
one is left behind. As we lead up to our 40th
anniversary I am pleased to say we have started
our year on the right foot. In April of 2012 we
will celebrate 40 years of struggle that has been
recognized and appreciated.
I will not end this reflection without letting you
(our readers) know what is our (QOS & UPRS)
commitment to the Latina/o students at NEIU.
Nuestro Compromise is to never stop the fight
that ensures Latina/o students will be accepted,
respected , and be considered as leaders here at
NEIU. There is a harsh history in which Latina/o's
are marginalized, left out, outsiders, delinquents,
and undisciplined . This history has affected many
Latina/o's throughout their education, and as
an organization, we refuse for those to be the
conditions in which Latina/o students learn in.
Special thanks to: Latina's In Power, Projecto
Palante, El Centro, Alpha Psi Lambda, Omega
Psi Beta, Delta Tau Lambda, Latino and Latin
American Studies, Latino Cultural Resource
Center, Roberto Sanabria, Dean Duster, Patricia
Perez, and Malachi Church Ill.

Saturday, December 10, 2011

@7pm/ doors open at 6:00pm I Venue: IPRACORG

