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Que Ondee Sola 
guidance and support. Each of applied for FAFSA and at least 
the students placed their trust in three scholarships. Our students 
us and confided in us emotion
ally. Students like Ervin Blake, 
Lazerick Howard, Briana Byrnes, 
Edith Castro, Silvia Adan, Th
anya Hildalgo, and Luis Estrada 
have made me laugh and smile 
more than I have ever before. 
They have taught me to appre
ciate the small things and they 
have made me a better mentor. 

The Pipeline Project currently 

has a 100% of their students 
enrolled in different universities 
and community colleges, with 
50% of our students enrolled 
in our three respective univer
sities. All of our students have 

have visited the university and 
have had one on one discussion 
with university students from 
the schools they wish to attend. 
I am sure that our students will 
do well when they enter the uni
versity. Each of the pipeline stu
dents is sure that it is not about 
being the perfect college student 
but about knowing how to navi
gate the system and knowing 
who you can count on to help. 

From Humboldt Park to 
the University 
Matt McCanna 

The College Pipeline pro- tending Columbia College five-year plan, college applica
gram under Youth Leader- Chicago, with a major in Film/ tion, financial aid application, 
ship Institute is currently the Video. My title at Roberto Cle- along with any scholarships 
most important element in mente Community Academy that the students apply for. 
preparing high school seniors is College Coordinator. I work 
transition into College. In sthe with 22 youth that began the 
implest terms, the mentors school year interested in at
show seniors the essence of tending either the University of 
the college experience, Stu- Illinois at Chicago or Columbia 
dent life ranging from campus College Chicago. I was to help 
lifestyle to college classroom the students complete the ad
participation, guidance along mission application to either 
the admission process, and of the school but also work 
peer mentoring are three of the with them to create a portfolio 
biggest portions of the College that each would have to take 
Pipeline given to students. to college and work. The port-

folio consists of one letter of 
I am a 21 year old Junior at- recommendation, a resume, a 
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