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Clelllente Faculty Tour 
Paseo Boricua 

On Wednesday, October 9, 2013 
something historic happened 
in our community. For the first 
time in 40 years, the faculty and 
staff of Roberto Clemente Com­
munity Academy took an educa­
tional walk down Paseo Boricua 
to learn about and become famil­
iar with the community in which 
they teach. It was an incredible 
fall day when over 60 members 

of the teaching and support 
staff built community with each 
other while learning about the 
rich history that exists within 
Humboldt Park, with a strong 
emphasis on Paseo Boricua. The 
walk began with a purpose set­
ting conversation with Principal 
Marcey Sorensen. She strongly 
believes that it is important for 
the staff to understand the com-

munities where they are teach­
ing. Without a full understand­
ing of the activism, social service 
agencies, art, culture, businesses, 
and ultimately the vision that 
exists for education in the com­
munity, Principal Sorensen won­
ders if one can really understand 
the students, their families, and 
their experience. After Marcey' s 
opening statement, the staff then 

Clemente Students Participating in Community Transformation continued ... 

will return to the community for 
volunteer projects throughout 
the year, aiming to make 
Clemente, the commu­
nity - and eventually, the 
world - a better place! 

Cross-curricular and 
community-embedded 
projects like this exempli­
fy the comprehensive re­
form measures that have 
pushed Roberto Clemente 
Community Academy to 
a Level 2 school per the 
CPS Performance Policy. 
Major areas of improve­
ment that contributed to 

('l 
0 

the Level 2 score include: dimin­
ishing one-year dropout rates 
to 1.9%, increasing attendance 
to 81.5%, supporting freshmen 
with an 89.0% on-track rate, 
and more than doubling Ad-

vanced Placement emollment. 

lVITY 
As a neighborhood school and 
part of the Community As a 
Campus project, Clemente will 
continue to admit all students 
within the attendance boundary 
and provide them with the 1B 

Middle Years Programme curric­
ulum. Neighborhood students 

are also given preference 
for the selective admissions 
programs at Clemente, in­
cluding the 1B Honors Pre­
Diploma Program and the 
Career & Technical Educa­
tion options. Applications 
for these selective programs 
are due December 13, 2013 
and can be completed on­
line at apply.cps.edu or via 
a paper copy (available in 
the Clemente main office). 
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