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Strong arm of the law Eriaden
Did an NEIU officer go too far? announces
G s e | retirement

Last week, two NEIU students filed complaints with Public Safety about the way
they were treated when stopped for a traffic infraction on campus.

Tiffany Barrington and Imani Beard were both cited separately by Officer Arturo
Galindo of the Northeastern Illinois University Police Department for running a stop
sign along the access road between Bryn Mawr and Foster Avenues on Feb. 8.

Both students felt they were treated rudely and were not properly informed of
what was happening to them after being stopped by Galindo.

Library reopens on time

Offices, computer labs and tutorial centers still closed

WELCOME
BACK!

Between 1 and 1.7 million dollars was the total cost of the renovated facilities.

by Mario Go

Senior Staff Writer

and Olga Bagramovich
Production Assistant

“How Fitting that the [Library] reopened
on Valentine’s Day, for it is that so many of
my students may fall in love with research,”
stated Knute Horowitz, a professor in the
Department of Communication, Media
and Theatre, on the opening day of the
university’s library. The library had been
closed since the fire at the end of last
semester.

SEE LIBRARY, PG. 9

Trustees discuss
tuition hike as well

by Violette Green
Senior Staff Writer

The Board of Trustees held a
meeting on Feb. 9 to discuss tuition
increase recommendations for next
year, President Steinberg’s retirement,
rewiring the university, and other
issues.

President Salme Steinberg will
be retiring this year. She was on
sabbatical last semester and will
be on sabbatical again this coming
semester in the fall of 2006. She has
been president of Northeastern for 11
years. The Board is setting up a search
committee to look for a new president.
The committee hopes to have the new
president chosen by November 2006
and take office in 2007.

SEE PRESIDENT, PG. 5

SGA violates
state law, own
constitution

by Elizabeth Rodriguez
Senior Staff Writer

Throughout the fall semester
of 2005, the Student Government
Association (SGA) neglected official
minutes for its regular meetings,
violating the Illinois Open Meetings
Act (IOMA) and the SGA Constitution.

IOMA section 2.06 states that “All
public bodies shall keep written minutes
ofall their open meetings.” Also, the SGA
Constitution requires the speaker of the
senate to “prepare the minutes of meeting
within seven (7) days and post said

SEE SGA, PG. 4

by Patrick O’Brien

decided as a paper to take a different route.

Cartoon [

The Independent as a whole has decided to weigh in on the cartoons
originally posted in the Danish paper Jyllandf-Posten last September
that have caused riots and unrest worldwide.

Controversy

some newspapers have done, and were in their rights to do, we have

Rather than simply republish the cartoons, as the student papers of

Staff cartoonist A.R Lopez has rendered another cartoon, which appears
on page 10, along with an editorial, that seeks to take the issue of the
cartoons and expand it to include a necessary dialogue between Mulsims
and non-Muslims alike.

We welcome public comment on this issue, and we will expand our
Letters to the Editor section in upcoming issues to accomodate such public
mput.

Tuesday, February 21, 2006
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Free Speech Taskforce
appointed

H.O.M.E. and free speech 1ssues.

unresolved since 1994

by Jane Kolkevich
Staff Writer

The front page of the Nov. 21, 1994, issue
of the Independent featured an article entitled
“Village Square: Home to Controversy,”
which shows that H.O.M.E. (Heterosexuals
Organized for a Moral Environment) has
been coming on campus and getting “similar
reaction[s]” since 1994. An all too familiar
question is raised in the article, “should there
be limits on the type of material that can be
distributed in the Village Square?”’

After more than 10 years, a Free Speech
Taskforce has been coordinated to address
an unclear policy. The goal of the Taskforce
is to propose a policy and procedure to Vice
President of Student Affairs Dr. Melvin
Terrell by May 15, 2006.

Kris Pierre, assistant to the VP of Student
Affairs, is looking forward to involving
the student body with open forums and
discussions. “Well informed decisions
happen when there’s a free exchange of
ideas,” said Pierre.

The first meeting took place on Jan. 30,
2006, with Sharron Evans, director of the
Student Activities Office, as the chair of
the committee. The taskforce members
include four NEIU staff members. Of the
three original student body representatives,
Jacob Chacko, president of the GLBTA (Gay,
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Alliance),
was absent.

“I did not know that I was a part of the
committee until members of the GLBTA
had told me,” said Chacko. Further, Chacko
said that the meeting was scheduled at the
same time as his GLBTA meeting. Evans
confirmed that she and Terrell made the
choice for Chacko to be on the committee.

Robin Matthies, former president of the
GLBTA, who had been actively involved in
the controversy since 2003, was surprised

that she was not approached to be part of the
taskforce. “I feel like they are stacking the
committee and avoiding the students who’ve
had a loud voice in this,” stated Matthies.

Shortly after the first meeting, two more
student body members were added. Today,
out of five student members, four were
selected by Evans and Terrell. Student
members include SGA Associate Justice
Peter Michalczyk, SGA President Evelyn
Nazario-Rose, GLBTA President Jacob
Chacko, Rachel Cohen of the NEIU
Socialists, and Joe Hertel of the /ndependent,
although Hertel is not representing the
Independent on the taskforce.

Keeanga Taylor of the Socialists is
concerned that the administrators have
handpicked the members for the committee:
“The entire student body should come up
with a solution.” According to Taylor, if
more students on campus knew about it
they would want to be involved.

Michalczyk, on the other hand, and said
that the student body is not sufficiently
involved. He is disappointed that many
students “are not willing to come to the
meetings and are not willing to speak their
mind.”

Members of the committee appeared
optimistic about the Free Speech Taskforce.
Michalczyk is looking forward to “revising
the entire policy and adjusting it for
everybody.”

Pierre is planning to bring her experience
from working with the free speech policies
in California State Fresno and Fullerton.
She suggested an ongoing review because
“sometimes policies get dated.”

Evans appeared to be ready to take on
the challenge. She was enthusiastic about
getting to the bottom of the issue and is
“hoping that the students and administration
will step up to the plate [so that] we [can]
get this done.”
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A Closer Look...

‘What makes a
good president:
democrat or
autocrat?

What should be important in the search for

President Steinberg’s replacement?

It was recently announced that President Salme
Steinberg is retiring. So, the question for the Board of
Trustees and the whole university community is what
kind of President should they be looking for?

Do not underestimate the importance of this position within the bureaucracy.
The leader, in this case the president, sets the tone and priorities for all of his or
her underlings to follow. The president will say directly and implicitly what is
and is not a priority. Equally important is the example they set in addressmo the
university’s concerns.

One example from recent years was when a group of students, the socialists,
the GLBTA (Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Alliance) and others (the usual
suspects), came to demand a meeting with the president and demonstrated in front
of Steinberg’s office.

Public Safety was dispatched to camp outside of her door, and she missed a
function in the Golden Eagles room rather than face the angry students. From a
public relations standpoint, she may have felt it was the best way to handle it.
Others may have gone another way.

There is a story about one of Steinberg’s predecessors back in the 1960s. An
angry group of students showed up at the president’s office, demanding answers
to some injustice they felt they had suffered. The president met with the students
and diffused the situation with pizza.

While this example may be as much legend as fact, the pomt is that there
are different management styles and personalities, and they are as important to
consider as the actual work experience and the letters after a candidate’s name.
could ask the president questions dlrecti’?’

That is personality, democrat or autocrat, but just being nice and commumcatmg
well is not solely what is important either. A university president is also a politician
who must motivate those who actually run the university and lobby money from
the state government at the same time, or tuition goes up ... again.

Finally they should be proactive. All too often at this institution it seems that
nothing happens unless there is a crisis. The Safety Officer is a great example
of this kind of thinking. It took a mercury spill last summer to decide to post the
position, at only $35,000 per year, and a fire to decide to pay the job enough to
attract any candidates (it is my understanding the job remains unfilled). Pure
reactionary thinking.

This column is not intended to slam the president on the mistakes of the past, but
to instead point out that the selection of a new president will chart a new course
for the university. Will the new president be sheltered, only reacting, or will the
president be a bold, forward thinking president who leads with vision and knows
the university in and out?

So, to the Board of Trustees: think hard on this, because the choices you make
in the next year will have a profound effect on the lives of students here for many,
many years to come.

- One student suggested our next president hold regular ferums where students ,,

0]l

e PEACE CORPS-

come to an info meeting:

TUES., MARCH 14,12 NOON
STUDENT UNION, ROOM 3

7o
r:‘y

News

Tuesday, February 21, 2006



photo by Dorian Barrios

COPS FROM PAGE 1

Officer Galindo, accused by students
of improper procedure during traffic
stops.

“When I couldn’t find my driver’s license,”
related Barrington, “he [Galindo] told me,
“This is not a joke, ma’am, this is serious.””
Still searching for her license, she reports that
Galindo told her to step out of the car.

She then found herself being patted
down by an unidentified female officer who
“searched me all over and made me keep my
hands behind my back while she searched all
my pockets, the inside of my waistband, all
over my body.” Barrington said, “I do not
understand what made me get searched and
why he [Galindo] wanted to search my car.”

Barrington stated that Galindo asked her if
she had anything in the car he should know
about and that he was going to have the car
and her searched. Barrington was then placed
in the squad car and brought to the station
where a routine check of her driver’s license
was made. She was then issued tickets and
released on her own recognizance.

The other student, Imani Beard, had a
similar complaint while her car was being
checked by another officer. “I asked him
[Galindo] a question, and with a vulgar voice
he says, ‘Don’t ask me, ask the judge!””

When asked by the /ndependent about
the physical search of Barrington, Lt.
Kevin J. Connolly, Northeastern Police
Watch Commander, stated “This is standard
procedure. If you don’t have a driver’s license
on your person, you are subject to search
before being placed in the police vehicle.”

The Department of Public Safety would

neither confirm nor deny receiving the two
complaints, but Lt. Connolly remarked that
all complaints are given prompt attention and
follow specific procedural guidelines. “We
cannot comment any further on any ongoing
investigation,” stated Connolly, although he
did stress that if complaint allegations prove
true that proper departmental action would be
taken.

The complaints filed by Barrington and
Beard are considered “Class Two” allegations,
which include “inadequate public service,
discourtesy [and] improper procedure,
according to General Order 13 of Internal
Affairs.

Both Director of Public Safety Jim Lyon
and Lt. Connolly agreed that sometimes police
officers could appear to be intimidating while
looming over a student’s car with their squad
lights flashing, especially when there is
confusion as to the authority of Public Safety
on campus and unfamiliarity with standard
police procedures.

“I am not familiar with the procedure
because this was the first time I had been
stopped since [ was 17 years old,” commented
Beard. Both women claim they were not
informed as to what was happening to them.
“He [Galindo] told me every time [ am stopped
it is like being arrested and that’s why he took
my driver’s license,” said Beard.

“Anytime you cannot leave the area
voluntarily,” stated Connolly, “that is
technically an arrest.” Both Connolly and
Lyon stressed that persons stopped should be
informed by the officers of the procedures that
are being enforced.

Commenting on their meeting with Lt.
Connolly, Barrington stated that she and
Beard felt that Connolly was “very responsive
and listened to our complaint. He wanted us
to feel safe on campus.”
the women that alleged rude behavior, as in
the complaint against officer Galindo, is not
acceptable and would be dealt with.

Although the two women must still go
to court, they felt their voices were heard.
“Officer Galindo made me feel as if I were
a criminal and did not treat me with respect
and made me feel as though I was not a part
of NEIU,” stated Barrington.

Beard added, “How can I trust campus
police when there are police like Galindo

that made me feel like they are out to get me?” The women
should receive the determination of their complaints within the
next week. The Independent will publish the results.

Officer Galindo, a police officer at NEIU for several years,
was unavailable for comment and did not respond to email from

the Independent as of press time.

Connolly assured

Time to pay the price
Can the phoenix of
responsibility rise

from the ashes of
the library

The Library has finally reopened. We are now
reconnected with our books, research materials and super
computers. Finally. We hardly anticipate any event here
with as much eagerness as we did the library reopening
... and it actually opened on the date that it was supposed
to.

Maybe this is a sign that things are about to change at our university. Maybe the
administrators here are beginning to look out for our best interests. Could this really
be? That would be so splendid indeed. Hopefully, there will be a continuing show of
competence after this opening. Maybe the leaky parking fac111ty is next, or maybe they’ll
start using decent paper in the computer lab printers..

There are so many opportunities to appease us. It’s not like it’s hard. All we want is an
institution that we can be proud of. There are many studios and labs that are too small or
don’t have any sign of modern technology. We also have a complicated and pathetically
outdated internet set up. How do you run an e-mail server and run out of disk space? 1
bet our web site has also kept a few prospective students from applying here, too.

Meanwhile, I guess we’ll have to settle for the library, which many of us took for granted
and a few despised. Now that all the library’s customers who spilled out into other parts
of the campus can return to the library, we will have some breathing room again. Not
that being near other students is a bad thing, but some breathing room is needed after a
while.

At certain points in the day, there would be practically no silent places to get any
work done; the commons was louder than ever. Walking around campus began to seem
like walking around the mall, with less security and fewer shopping options. As long as
we don’t have another fire or mass displacement of students, I think we’ll be fine in the
personal space department.

So let’s give the school credit for getting the library open on time and hope that it never
happens again. We all know that we are already packed to the brim.

Maybe a fire prevention system should be considered for all the areas on campus
that have the possibility of catching fire. Or if that’s too expensive, then I guess we can
just wait until all the buildings start burning down and then start from scratch with the
necessary equipment. It worked for our great city; it should work for the university.
All joking aside, it’s good to see the library back in service. We have one less thing to
be ashamed of. .

Campus cops are not for show
Students discover Public Safety 1s for real

by Joe Hertel
Opinions Editor

sometimes leave with the feeling of, ‘Can they really

do that?’”

While visiting the new offices of Public Safety,
someone commented, “This looks like a real police
station!” It is a real police station and has real police
in it, which several students have discovered recently
when they were detained for alleged traffic violations.

“Our police officers are just like any municipality, full-
service law enforcement agency,” stated Chief James C.
Lyon Jr., the director of Public safety. “They have the
authority to arrest, investigate criminal complaints and

write state citations for traffic infractions. However,” he

continued, “we would rather not use that ‘authority’ to
get compliance.”

“We very often get complaints from university
community members who are not satisfied with other
drivers’ actions on the campus,” stated Lyon. “There
may be some confusion among some students, staff and
faculty as to what our role is on campus and exactly what
our authority is,” Lyon continued.

Sometimes, students and faculty become confused

With the increasing number of complaints about
the hazardous driving habits of vehicles on campus,
the NEIU police are paying more attention to moving
violations, especially along the access road and entrances
between Foster and Bryn Mawr avenues on the west end
of campus. “Sometimes, students can’t cross the street
because the cars are just not stopping!” exclaimed Lt.
Kevin J. Connolly, Watch Commander.

With additional traffic and new parking garage,
incidents of “Sharking” (stalking students leaving
campus to obtain a parking space), “Dive-bombing”
(speeding into an available space), and “Frogger”
(erratic driving in the parking garage and lots), have
increased since last semester.

Lyon assured that these issues are
being addressed by implementing
“selective traffic enforcement and
control, where possible, in these
areas.”

For additional information on

Advertise your event here!

e-mail Andrea Zelinski at neiuadvertising
@yahoo.com for rates.

the duties and powers of the NEIU
police department, go to their web
site at www.neiu.edu/-psafety/
power.html.

when they are stopped and written a state citation from
one of the campus officers because they assume that
Public Safety is simply uniformed security guards who
lock and open doors, and in the words of Lyon, “They

Tuesday, February 21, 2006
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Police Blotter

by Jennifer Marie Bergdahl
Staff Writer

On Feb. 4, an unknown offender stole a victim’s purse after it was left unattended
in the Fine Arts Building. The case is closed.

On Feb. 3, an unknown offender wrote “WZRD 88" on a wall adjacent to WZRD
studios in the Building E. The case is closed.

On Feb. 3, an unknown offender broke into the victim’s car, stole a DVD player,
CDs, and DVDs. The case is closed.

On Feb. 2, an unknown offender smashed a door glass panel in the Fine Arts
Building. The case is closed.

On Feb. 2, an unknown offender stole a jacket, headphones and gloves from the
janitor’s closet in the library. The case is closed.

On Feb. 1, an unknown offender stole a victim’s purse, cell phone and I-pod
after it was left unattended in Building D. The case is closed.

On Jan. 31, the police responded to a disturbance call in the Classroom Building
and found the male in possession of thirty grams of drugs. A court date is pending.
The case is still under investigation.

On Jan. 30, an unknown offender stole a victim’s purse after it was left unattended
in the Classroom Building and then mailed some of the property back.

On Jan. 25, an unknown offender stole a victim’s property from the P.E.
Building. Some of the property was later recovered in the parking lot. The case
is closed.

On Jan. 24, an unknown offender wrote “SGD” inside the handicapped stall
of the Student Union’s men’s bathroom. The case is closed.

On Jan. 23, an unknown offender stole university and personal property from
an office area in the Classroom Building. The case is closed.

On Jan. 19, an unknown offender broke a ceramic planter in the Student Union.
The case is closed.

On Jan. 19, an unknown offender stole a bag and a wallet after it was left
unattended in Building B’s lab. The case is closed.

On Jan. 17, an unknown offender stole a purse after it was left unattended in

SGA FROM PAGE 1

minutes in a public area on campus, and in SGA mailboxes.” When asked on
Jan. 23 for minutes from any of the fall 2005 meetings, SGA President Evelyn
Nazario-Rose was only able to produce those for a meeting on May 26, 2005.

Nazario-Rose said she first noticed the minutes were nonexistent
after then-Speaker of the Senate M.M. Morgan graduated from
NEIU in December, rendering her ineligible to maintain her position
as speaker. Since then, Nazario-Rose has been reconstructing
minutes based on meeting tape recordings and agendas.

Morgan claimed that she did create some minutes, at least for the first two
meetings of her term. She blamed the lack of computer and printer in her
office for her failure to keep the constitution’s requirement that the speaker
“maintain records of all legislation, reports, and minutes of the senate.”
Morgan admitted, “I’ll take the blame in that.”

The SGA Constitution requires that “all Senators, Vice-President and
Speaker shall attend all regular meetings of the Senate” and allows for one
excusal. Morgan admitted that she did not attend the meetings at El Centro
and CCICS, even though Nazario-Rose made it a point to have at least one
regular meeting at each of the satellite campuses. Nazario-Rose estimated
Morgan missed two to three meetings. “I didn’t go above and beyond my
duty,” Morgan acknowledged.

Maintaining minutes and attending all regular meetings are basic
duties of the speaker. The SGA Constitution allows impeachment
of an officeholder in order to address issues of competence, but the
senate never exercised that right. Nazario-Rose provided some insight
as to the lack of action: “I think that my senate does not understand
the constitution. They need to read the constitution and follow it.”

When asked about the SGA’s lack of record keeping and
adherence to its own constitution, Sharron Evans, director of student
activities and SGA advisor, told the Independent “While you may
be able to give 110 percent all the time, every student is not.”

While the responsibility to maintain minutes for regular meetings belongs
to the speaker, Nazario-Rose conceded, “I definitely take full responsibility
as the president of the organization,” regarding the SGA’s lax record
keeping.

When questioned about why the issue of missing minutes was not
realized until the end of the semester, Nazario-Rose asserted, “It’s not
my responsibility to review the minutes. I would have thought that my
vice president ... would be reviewing the minutes. It’s his responsibility.”

In regards to his role in keeping minutes, Vice President Cesar
Miranda confessed, “On my part, I haven’t been too strong on this.
I’m gonna take some responsibility for not being more tough on our
former speaker ... I could have asked her more constantly [for the
minutes].” Miranda later admitted that he wasn’t asking Morgan for
minutes all along, saying “I don’t wanna be in everyone’s business.”

Nazario-Rose projected that the reconstructed minutes will be made
available to the public at the Jan. 31 SGA meeting. Nazario-Rose has
provided some tapes to the /ndependent, but she has failed to produce tapes of
all meetings in compliance with the /ndependent’s Freedom of Information
Act request that was filed with the SGA.
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summer fun.
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On Jan. 17, an unknown offender stole a laptop computer from an office in the

Classroom Building. The case is still under investigation.
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PRESIDENT FROM PAGE 1

Tuition increase recommendations were
also discussed. Northeastern currently has
a plan that ensures students will have a flat
tuition rate for four years.

The proposal for next fall’s incoming
students is $175 per credit hour. This is an
increase from last fall’s incoming student
tuition rate of $160.

This increase would also affect continuing
students who enrolled before the Truth in
Tuition law went into effect in fall 2004.
Continuing students would pay $136 per
credit hour.

Along with the tuition increase was a
discussion over the gap in financial aid for
students. According to a member of the
Board, “There hasn’t been a gap between
the maximum award a student can get and
the price of tuition and fees.” This means
that the tuition has not exceeded the most
money a student can get from the state.

Dean Paul, director of University Events,
told the /ndependent that the university
would be holding multiple graduations next
winter. The university has yet to determine
how the ceremonies will be divided, but
Paul said it would likely be by college.

Northeastern will be expanding the
current wireless system for laptops and
other wireless tools in Building D, all floors
of the Library, the open area of the P. E
Complex and the University Commons.

President Salme
Steinberg, said to be
replaced as President in
2007.

As part of NEIU’s rewiring, the University
proposed to sign a contract with SunGard
SCT, an information system company that
would install technology to integrate the
school’s current systems into one and make
it easier to access student files.

The Classroom Building will soon be
renamed Lech Walesa Hall to honor the
leader of the Polish Solidarity Union who
started the independent trade union. The
organization stood up to the Communist
government in Poland, and in 1983, Walesa
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.

Building C will also be getting some
exterior work done.

Another item included in the Board
of Trustees’ address was Northeastern’s
proposed agreement with the Illinois State
Toll Highway Authority and the Nature
Conservancy. :

The university has worked closely with
the Nature Conservancy to help protect the
Indian Boundary Prairies out in Markham,
Tllinois. “

The ISTHA is proposing to expand the
highway onto that property. If the ISTHA
expands the highway there, then there must
be land cultivated elsewhere. The ISTHA
would receive $600,000 to cultivate the land
in a different area. The university would
help the Conservancy with the new land.

Public Safety holds open
house for new offices

by Elizabeth Rodriguez
Senior Staff Writer

On Jan. 31, Public Safety held an open
house to showcase its new offices on the
north side of the parking structure to the
public. Public safety employees gave
tours of the new facilities that they hope
will better serve the NEIU community.

The most notable difference between the
new and old offices is the consolidation of
both the public safety and parking offices
under one roof. Previously, parking was
located in the PE Building, separate from
public safety. Jim Lyon, director of public
safety, described this consolidation as “one
of the best benefits of the new space.”

The parking area of the new offices
features many improvements, such as
new storage areas to keep ticket and
permit information and supplies, a parking
enforcement assignment area, and two
workstations where students can log on to
computers to deal with parking problems.
There is also a telecommunications center
were the two teams of parking enforcement
officers can upload handheld devices with
permit information.

ment

"Brown® is going to pay my college tuition.

They have this program called Earn and Learn®.

| never thought I'd be able to go to college.”

Simon

The public safety area displays a police
work area, two new interrogation rooms,
a new cellblock to keep detainees, and a
separate dispatch area, where dispatchers
can focus on calls without being distracted.
Improved facilities for public safety officers,
such as-a kitchen area and shower, make it
easier for officers who may be working a
double shift.

In the future, Lyon plans to use the new
training room to hold crime prevention
seminars for NEIU’s police officers, who
currently receive training offsite, which
will save money and make training more
convenient. Furthermore, Lyon hopes to
hold seminars for NEIU and the community
regarding issues such as identity theft and
general crime prevention. “We really pride
ourselves on good community policing,”
stressed Lyon.

Lyon encourages students, staff, and
faculty who “might not have a real clear
picture about what Public Safety does” to
visit the new facility, or even take advantage
of'the ride along with a public safety officer
program that has been reinstated with
Lyon’s arrival at NEIU. Lyon joined NEIU
at the beginning of this school year.

for Congress

NEIU graduate running for

Congress

photo by Jason Shaw
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college degree, this is the opportunity for you. Earn and Learn® from UPS provides
up to $23,000 in college financial assistance. Go ahead, sit at the head of the class.

by Duncan Macfarland 111
Production Editor

Student Financial
Assistance Package

Northbrook
Students can get up to 2525 Shermer Ro

$23,000*

in College Financial

Sunrise Shift » 3am to 8am
Twilight Shift « 5pm - 10pm

UPS
ad

Simon Ribeiro, a graduate of NEIU with a degree in political
science, will be running for congress this March under the Republican
ticket against Michael P. Shannon in the 9" Congressional District.
Currently the seat is held by Jan Schakowsky, a Democrat.
Ribeiro’s uncle, Al D’Amato, the senator for New York, inspired

Assistance!

Shift times are approximate.
For more information,

apply online at:
www.upsjobs.com/chicago
Access Code: 4412

or call: 847.480.6787

A

Ribeiro’s interest in politics and government.
Ribeiro stressed, “Younger people need to be a part of the government,
[one] only needs a baccalaureate and enough signatures to run for
congress.”

One of Ribeiro’s main issues is healthcare: “[You] can’t have big
government without adequate health care for every one,” he said. He

~is in favor of a “big government,” where the government has more

domestic power to govern the nation.

One of his first resolutions he would like to see is the elimination
of the Electoral College. “The Electoral College was created for the
smaller states to receive a voice,” said Ribeiro, but it is not needed
due to the current population.

He is also a proponent of adequate post-secondary funding from

SEE SIMON, PG. 6
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Recent graduate Simon Ribeiro on the ballot for the
Republican Primary for the U. S . Congress.

Chargﬁe into)
Cafeteria no accepls credit

by Dino Pollard

REV Editor

the federal government. He also believes the federal budget
is in need of a facelift for educational spending.
- His opponent, Shannon, was a former political operative
for Illinois, and a Supply Chain Manager for Federal Signal
Corporation and the Procurement Manager for Sears Holdings
Corporation. They both believe that there is a problem with
campaign financing and are both taking personal finances to
fund their campaign.

On foreign policy, Ribeiro said that if the U.S. wants to be
the example of democracy in the world, it must first decide
what it should be before sending it out to the world.

Back in November, the Independent reported that Sodexho would soon accept credit cards at the cafeteria. Now,
this has become a reality and students can purchase food items from Sodexho with credit cards.

Since some places require customers to purchase a minimum of $5 to $10, there was some question as to whether
or not Sodexho would have a similar requirement. According to Sodexho Campus Services’ General Manager Sofia
Quirk, that will not be the case.

The new system was implemented on Feb. 8. All major credit cards will be accepted at Sodexho, such as
MasterCard, Visa, American Express and Discover. When asked if bank-issued debit cards would be accepted,
Quirk said, “Yes, but only if they can be used as credit cards, too.”

With this new system in place, students who prefer to use credit or debit cards as opposed to carrying around
cash no longer have to worry about going off campus for lunch or going hungry.

CHRISTIANA PLACE

CONDOMINIUMS
5619-21 N. Christiana

Exciting New Conversion
3 Bedroom Units
New Kitchens
Maple Cabinets
Granite Countertops
New Baths
Hardwood Flooring
Central Air Conditioning
Huge Sun Deck
Garage Parking
Starting at 8259 900

WHY RENT WHEN YOU CAN
OWN YOUR OWN HOME |
FOR AS LITTLE
AS $1300 MONTH*

~ Call JP Stellas Properties

at 773.348.6666 x 205
*For Qualified Buyers - 0% Down

lllinois state universities see
2.9% funding decrease

National average 1s up 3%

by Jessica Moen
Senior Staff Writer

The new fiscal year is to end soon, and state
funding for state universities in [llinois are looking
at a 2.5 percent drop statewide, as apposed to an
average five percent increase nationally. This issue
has worried many students at Northeastern, since
the tuition is relatively low, compared to other state
universities.

The Independent talked to a spokeswoman for
Gov. Blagojevich, Lena Parsons, the Illinois Deputy
Communications Officer for the Governor’s Office
of Management and Budget. She assured the
Independent that Northeastern had nothing to worry
about. She stated that the state budget for 2005-2006
shows no reduction in state funding for classrooms,
nor should it impact any school programs and
clubs.

Mark Wilcockson, the VP of Finance and
Administration, saw things differently. Wilcockson
stated that while there is not a decrease in funding
at Northeastern, expenses at the university have
increased, such as heating and wages. This means
that NEIU is seeing an actual decrease because there
is less extra funding to spend.

“NEIU has two sources of revenue, state funds
and student tuition. Because we have to honor such
expenses as utilities and union funds, we need to cut
the cost in administration or increase tuition,” said
Wilcockson.

From 1996 to 2006, Northeastern took a drop of
a little over $6,000,000 in state funding, which is an
18.3 percent change over that period.

Undergrad tuition went up $44 per credit hour in
that period, showing a 53.7 percent change. Tuition
only increased in small percentages over recent

years, except for 2005-2006, which shows a 5.1
percent increase, which is the biggest percentage
jump in a decade.

When the Independent asked Parsons about tuition,
she stated that the reason for the difference in budget

photo by Dorian Barrios

is that pension and retirement funds is being affected. .

The funds are being moved from higher education
budget to the state university budget, which will
show a difference in the budget, but that it was still
pretty level last year and should not be too great of a
difference. “Blagojevich believes very strongly that
education is a priority and works hard to maintain it
and keep the budget where it is,” stated Parsons.

Parsons mentioned a couple of proposals that the
Governor is bringing up at the next meeting. Oneis a
tuition tax credit, which will provide families of part
time and full-time students to receive up to $1,000
credit on their taxes if the student can maintain a B
average or higher. This is also after any financial
aid that they may receive.

A program that is already in effect is the truth in
tuition, which affects incoming transfer students or
new freshmen who come into the university. This
act maintains the same amount of tuition for that
year for four years, after four it is subject to change.
“Truth in Tuition” does not apply to students enrolled
at NEIU before the program started.

The Independent talked to Director of Financial
Aid Marshall Jennings, who said “We are expecting
the same funding as last year, but as always, it is
subject for approving.”

Tuition is increasing about $11 per credit hour
for the incoming freshman and transfer students.
This increase will also affect students who were
here before the “Truth in Tuition” program started.
According to Wilcockson, NEIU is still one of the
most inexpensive universities in Illinois.
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Jeremy Rifkin is the founder and president of The Foundation on Economic Trends in
Washington D.C. In his newest book, The European Dream.: How Europe’s Vision of the
Future is Quietly Eclipsing the American Dream, Mr. Rifkin argues that while the great

‘American Dream is tadmg, a powerful new European Dream is beginning to ¢

capture the

attention and imagination of the world. The nascent European Dream, says Rifkin, is in
many respects the mirror opposite of the American Dream, but far better suited to meet
the challenges of a globalizing society in the 21st century.
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by Olga Bagramovich
Production Assistant

Dr. Nancy J. Dawson, a professor
of African-American studies, held a
conference on Jan. 24 in the Golden Eagles
room. She began her speech with a story
about children playing on the playground
and being confused about their skin color.

Children on the playground made fun of
each other for being black. Skin color was
an issue for Dawson when she was growing
up. She decided to travel to Africa to learn
about her ancestors and culture in order to
understand herself better.

Roots in Africa
Nana Efua Sanka wisits NEIU

Dawson explained the significance
of traveling to Africa and seeing people
like her: “Everyone was your sister and
brother,” she said. “Slavery wasn’t that long
ago,” which made her want to learn more
about her ancestors, Dawson explained.

In 1999, she received the title of the
traditional “Queenmother” in the village
of Sanka in Ghana, West Africa. Dawson
experienced a traditional change of name
through a spiritual ceremony when she
received the prestige honor of being called
Qeenmother. She received the name Nana
Efua Sanka; “Nana” means elderly, and in
Africa the elderly get the most respect.

Dawson demonstrated the use of shackles,
which were used on slaves. “Think how
many people died in them,” she told the
audience. Later, she asked for volunteers
to carry heavy balls of chain around the
room, which slaves were chained to. “It
was extremely heavy to hold in your arms,
not to mention walking in them,” Dawson
explained, referring to the 40 pounds of
chain.

Dawson spent 15 years working as the
professor of African-American Studies
at University of Albany, University of
New York, Southern Illinois University

Carbondale, and Austin State University.

Dawson has published work in academic
journals and lectured at universities and
colleges across the country about the
commonalities between African and
native culture. She has also worked as
an independent researcher and activist
throughout the country.

Join us!

E-049
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by Olga Bagramovich
Production Assistant
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Ensemble Espanol celebrates 30 years

A dream was realized in 1976

and continues to this day

Ensemble Espafiol Spanish Dance Theater, one of the premier Spanish Dance companies in the United
States, is celebrating its 30th anniversary. The ensemble is in residence at Northeastern under the artistic
leadership of founder Dame Libby Komaiko.

The company of 40 dancers, singers, and musicians represent different world cultures, such as Spanish,
Puerto Rican, Mexican, Colombian, Peruvian, Chilean, Guatemalan, and Honduran.

The Ensemble has performed throughout the United States, Mexico, and Puerto Rico. It has received
high praise by the critics, educators, social agencies, professional arts organizations, and Latino officials
around the world. :

The Ensemble performs different genres, such as classical, ethnic, folkloric, Flamenco, and contemporary

Don Juan Carlos I, the King of Spain.

expressions of a variety of Spanish dance traditions.
The Ensemble began in Chicago in 1976 by Komaiko. She was later honored in 1983 by his Majesty

The recent Anniversary Flamenco concert featured the full company, including special guest Flamenco
singers and guitarists Paco Fonta and Pansequito from Spain. Laura Scruggs, house manager, was very
enthusiastic about the performance: “It is a great honor to work for the Ensemble.”

From the traditional (left) to the modern (above)
Ensenble Espafiol keeps reinventing dance.

by Tom Robb
News Editor

The Independent won 11 awards, the
4™ highest award count in its category for
excellence at the annual Illinois College Press
Association Convention held at the Chicago
Holiday Inn City Center last weekend.

The Independent’s awards included one
for general excellence. Editor and Chief of
the Independent Patrick O’Brian said he felt
this was the most significant award for the
Independent, “It measures the entire paper and
not just individual pieces of work. (It means)
that the paper has improved dramatically in the
last four years.”

Media professionals from major Illinois

Award Winning
Journalism

Independent wins 11 awards

for excellence at Illinois Gollege

Press Convention

newspapers including the Chicago Sun-Times
and Tribune gave seminars and judged the
awards competition. In 2005 the Independent
won 13 awards, tying the Columbia College’s
Chronicle for most awards in their category.
Included in the 2004 and 2005 awards was an
honorable mention for General Excellence.

The Publisher of Miller Newspapers, Devin
Miller judged the General Excellence category,
his written evaluation said, “A newspaper of
this size is probably tempted to fill its pages
with U-wire (wire service content) and I
appreciate that they didn’t do so.” Miller also
said “The Independent has a small staff from
a much smaller college than many of their
competition but still are keeping up with the
bigger boys and girls.”

Miller did have criticisms of the Independent.
He criticized inconsistence use of font types
and sizes and that the masthead was too

large.

On the use lack of wire service use O’Brian
said, “We’re a student publication and we want
our content to be student generated.”

The editorial board of the Independent won
an award for an editorial. The editorial was
in response to a Chicago Tribune editorial
regarding low graduation rates at Northeastern.
“I felt the need to defend the students of the
university against an unwarranted attack by the
Tribune,” said O’Brian, who wrote the editorial
on the Board’s behalf. The independent’s
editorial was later re-printed in the Chicago
Tribune.

The Independent won an award for In-depth
reporting by News Editor Tom Robb, former
Business Manager Jon Bracich and Staff Writer
Jennifer Bergdahl on the last summer’s mercury
spill, that story lead to a story on the spill be
the Chicago Sun-Times. Robin Monaghan,

Enterprise Reporter for the Daily Journal of
Kankakee said, “I like the aggressive approach
of this piece — the fact that it pushes the issue
for answers and response.”

Production Manager Azucena Beltran who
won two awards for news photos (first and
third) immediately after winning both awards
Beltran said, “I’ve never won an (competitive)
award before.” .

One of the award winning photos was of
an emotional Cesar Miranda hugging Doug
Lee after winning the election for SGA Vice
President. The other was of the Union of Puerto
Rican Students silent protest.

Graphics Editor Cecilia Carboni won three
awards for advertising design, two awards for
in house promotions and one for an advertising
campaign.

8
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Native-American Heritage

Conference

The art of Reiki

photo courtesy of brown.edu

by Deborah Goldbaum
Copy Editor

As part of the Native-American
Heritage Conference, Ajit R. Telang,
Reiki Master Teacher, spoke about Reiki
as healing energy. She spoke about the
energy coming from one’s own body.

Telang first spoke about Reiki itself and
then gave a demonstration. Telang said,
“Reiki is to energize all vital organs. Itis
thought of as a recharged battery.” As she
gave the demonstration, she walked the
audience through it. Telang said that the
“energy has to flow in your body.” Each
body part is normally given attention for
three minutes, starting with the forehead
and working down the body.

A woman named Nannette volunteered
for the demonstration. Nannette said that
she felt “tingly.” When Telang said that
a full treatment would take 63 minutes,
Nannette replied, “I don’t have anything
to do.”

“One has to really experience the essence of
Reiki to understand the beauty of its efforts.”

Telang said that Reiki helps to “solve
the problems in one’s life.” Further, said
Telang, “One has to really experience the
essence of Reiki to understand the beauty of
its efforts.” Telang stated that it is important
when practicing Reiki in your own life to
“make time for yourself.” She said, “You
must close your eyes and concentrate and
ask ‘how can I fix my problems?’”

In the second half of her presentation,
Telang discussed and demonstrated
Agnihotra-Angel fire. She said Agnihotra
is also an “antidote for problems we have
created for ourselves.” It is a small fire that
is made of “dried cow dung in a copper
pyramid, putting some grains of rice into
the fire exactly at sunrise and sunset,”
according to Telang. Telang said that they
use copper in the Agnihotra because it is
the “purest form of metal that does not get
welded.”

This presentation took place on Feb. 9 in
Alumni Hall as part of the Native-American
Heritage Conference.

The Trail of Tears and the
Fire of Peace

Exploring experience through oral traditions

by Olga Bagramovich
Production Assistant

On Feb. 9 the Native-American
Conference held “The Cherokee Traditions
and the Trail of Tears” conference. Special
speaker Momfeather Erickson, director
Mantle Rock Native Education and
Cultural Center, spoke.

Erickson is a respected Cherokee Elder
who lives her traditions and culture. She

treating people in a loving way and
respecting them as individuals. “We’ve
been killed everyday with all the
medicine. Everything we need is in our
fingertips,” Erickson said, discussing
how people used to solve all medical
emergencies through mother earth.
Everything was available through the
reach of their fingers.

“The Tree Fires /The Fire of the
Potawatomi and the Songs of the

has traveled the world Ojibwa” was
to share an.d. teach Juwe've been  killed another part of the
Cherokee traditions. 2 conference.
z everyday with all the
When you talk to 8 3 T shosse
me 1 talk to you, but I medlc.m.e. Everythm.g we | oresenters, Bruce
listen to the spirit,” she | need is in our fingertips,” F Hardwick and

explained. We need to
listen and hear at certain | -
level. She discussed the
stories of the people that
had been passed through
her grandparent through
the generations down to
her.

Each story slightly changes from each
storyteller, explained Erickson. The
importance is that we know of them and we
get the information to the other generation.
“These stories are not written, torture
families, destroyed, pain that mother felt
not written in books,” she explained.

She stressed the importance of listening
to each other and paying attention to the
words that are said. “The voices always
come back and the sounds whispers that
go before us enable us to pay attention to
your surroundings,” said Erickson. “We
always believe what stories told, this was
our truth.”

“We are all the same loving people
that need to be treated the same,” she
said, stressing the importance of equality,

Center.

Momfeather
director of Mantle Rock
Native Education and Cultural

Duane Kinnart were
both fire keepers,
Hardwick at Rapid
River Michigan and
Kinnart, at Gladstone
Michigan. Hardwick
talked about the
ancient Peace Fire
and how it has been carried around the
world, To unify all cultures as one.

Duane Kinnart shared the importance
of the songs in connecting people to the
earth their culture and the spirit. “Talking
about songs that we listen to as almost
a prayer. No matter what type of music
it is rap, classic, or country the words
represent the emotion for thoughts.
Singing makes you release your worries
and pray in the process.”

The presenters were very emotional
and both shed a tear. The final gathering
was in a small circle where the presenters
asked a few girls to join them. One of the
girls in the circle was playing the drum.
The drums represented the beat of our
heart.

Erickson,

Honorable Mention General Excellence
the staff of the Independent

1** Place Editorial Former Editor in Chief
and current Business Manager Andrea
Zelinski, former Business manager John
Bracich, Associate Editor Elana Barron
and former Production Manager Duncan
Macnab (written by Patrick O’Brian)

2" Place In-depth reporting News
Editor Tom Robb, John Bracich, Jennifer
Bergdahl

Honorable Mention Column Excluding
Sports Editor in Chief Patrick O’Brien

2" Place Headline Writing Opinions
Editor Joe Hertel and Former Business

Manager John Bracich

Honorable Mention Feature Page Design

The Independent’s lllinois College Press
Association awards.

Production; former Production Assistant,
Manager
Production

current Production Azucena
Beltran, former
current Production Editor Duncan Macnab,
Production Editor Johnathan Gronli and
former Editor in Chief current Business

Manager Andrea Zelinski

Manager

1** Place News Photo Production Manager
Azucena Beltran

34 Place News Photo Production Manager
Azucena Beltran

Honorable Mention Advertising
Campaign Graphics Editor Cecilia Carboni

Honorable Mention In House Promotional
Ad Graphics Editor Cecilia Carboni

Honorable Mention In House Promotional
Ad Graphics Editor Cecilia Carboni

LIBRARY FROM PAGE 1

Bradley F. Baker, the dean of Libraries
and Learning Resources, released a
memorandum on Jan. 30 on the school web
site, calling for the reopening of the library
to the public on Tuesday, Feb. 14, at 8:00
a.m. “This will indeed be a very happy day
for the entire University Community,” said
Baker in the memo.

According to the memo, cleaning the floor
and contents of the library from the soot and
smoke damage has been completed. Also,
SET Environment, Inc., “did not indicate
any environmental concerns to delay the
opening of the library,” states the memo.

Although the library is being reopened,
certain areas are not entirely ready for
public use. Administrative offices and the

university’s archives will not be finished by
the reopening.

Further, according to the memo, the
tutorial centers and computer lab will not
be reopening because the university is
planning to remodel those areas. Director
of Buildings and Grounds Ralph Zia told the
Independent that the remodeling schedule
will be accelerated because of the fire.
Baker added that those computers will
remain in the temporary location in A-151
until the project is completed.

Currently, the damage from the fire is
approximately between $1 to $1.7 million.
The university’s insurance company “will
cover a very significant amount,” said
Zia.

Keep yourself informed

Join the staff neiu_independent
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hurry, cause I'm

getting hungry.

by A. R. Lopez

Editorial

Are we drawn together?

One person’s beliefs are another defending as righteous, they might say  tell them of late? Should they equate Islam There is a drawing above of some
person’s blasphemy. One person’s that this period of history was marked with hatred of all things non-Islamic and religious icons, but one is missing.
religion is another’s sacrilege. One by the worst sort of religious intolerance, act with xenophobia, anger and murderous Muhammad’s absence represents the
country’s freedom of speech is another brutality and inhumanity. The same goes for  rage? Those are the images the world sees, absence of some Muslims in a peaceful v
country’s heinous crime, punishable the Spanish expelling the Moors as part of but that cannot be all that Islam is. dialogue between all religions and
by death, it seems. Cartoons are now a the Inquisition. ~ We cannot succumb to the violent nations, where we can learn fo re&pmt
cause of death in Afghanistan and other Ask Muslims today what they thmk of rhetoric ofa few zealots who cannot possibl i
iocale:s, and somewhere, , Tl represent a cuitured amtem rr:i{' ]
is not smiling. * '

{Infortunately, ,

even partmzpate n it, nar live in the
same area of the world as thay do. .

: \ ) another’s beliefs is essential, wh ) -
they thought of the ( rusades, 1 ~ why both sides of this row, the cart ~ We have the ehmce to draw our
century bit of religious expansionism  in Muhammad’s sacreéness thin and the outraged Muslim faithful, need own path, and not one filled with anger,
that even the most pro-Anglo-Saxon/ followers? : to reassess how religious freedom and intolerance and religious hatred.
Christian factions have trouble hould ¢ onw ir ¢ freedom of speech can coexist peacefully. Cartoonists wanted.
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Muhammad cartoons
reveal fragile East-West
relationship

by Dominika Kunopczak
Staff Writer

The Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Denmark, Dr. Per Stig
Mgller, urged Danes to leave
countries in the Near East as angry
crowds attacked Western embassies
in Lebanon, Syria, Indonesia and
Iran. The Iranian Foreign Minister
suggested thatan immediate apology
could have solved the problem, but
the Danish Prime Minister said he
could not apologize for what the free
press had done.

Be it freedom of expression or
retaliation, one of the biggest Iranian
newspapers, Hamshahri,
launched a contest for
cartoons mocking
the Holocaust.

All of these
actions
are being
observed and
judged by the
international
community,

[IlL

it does not necessarily have to be so.
The question that has to be answered
is whether the Western world has
a right to impose its understanding
of freedom of expression on the
whole international society. Should
such freedom include Holocaust
cartoons as well? Some may
shudder in disgust over laughing at
such genocide, but then, where is the
right of Eastern societies to express
their disgust?

The forms of expression
citizens of some countries choose
for what they call “defense of the
faith” does not seem too accurate.
Violence only leads to violence,

and some specialists even

fear that this rioting

may soon get

@ out of control. It

appears that some

governments do

not mind the

violence, and

there are
numerous

reports of

S

which cannot

agree whether

the publication of
Muhammad’s likeness

has exceeded freedom of
speech or not. The answer of the
outraged followers of the Prophet
is violent enough to raise fear of a
major conflict. People may ask how
far they should go in defending their
own religion, but this is not a safe
question to ask these days.

It has been weeks since the
Danish newspaper Jy/lands-Posten
first published the cartoons. The
editor has repeatedly expressed
that the publication is in line with
freedom of expression. However,
facing the growing death toll, he had
to admit to being given an important
lesson about the modern world.

Publishing those cartoons was
not a wise thing to do. Perhaps more
thought should have been given
to the consequences of such a
publication. Western societies have
always taken the interpretation of
“freedom of expression” for granted.
In other words, one may think that
this concept is understood similarly
worldwide. Current issues show that

people actually
leading  mobs
against Western
embassies and foreign
districts.
Once a large group of people
gets really mad, they only need to
be pointed in a direction, and there
they go. Among the people truly
outraged by the cartoons, some
chose to raise their voice against
the United States, Israel and some
other “universal enemies.” It seems
that the leaders of some countries,
such as Afghanistan or Lebanon,
are trying and achieving success
in channeling the violence against
whomever they please.

The cartoons, issued without
proper thought, exposed how fragile
the bridge between Western and
Eastern culture is. The consequence
of violent response over a few grams
of paper is great, and, as usual, the
violent voices are louder than the
cooler, more balanced ones. It is
clear that governments cannot
apologize for the actions of free
press. This excuse, however, is not
enough for the lack of understanding
in how to talk with Eastern world.

by Amy Scoma
Staff Writer

Flushing,
a sign of respect and digni

N

As I rounded my way around the corner into the women’s bathroom on the second ﬂoer of thc
Classroom Building, there stood one of the invisible thankless: the janitor. He stood alon:
me to use the restroom and exit so he could clean. I acknowledged him on the w&y 1,
entered the bathroom, I realized why he was dispatched there.

- Tt looked as if a chemical toilet had exploded. Puddles of mud-colored
per coated the baﬁaroom floor. On instinct, I started breathing through N

dol.com

This marks my 50" Old
Man on Campus column for the
Independent, not including the
many opinion, news and feature
stories written over the past four
years. It’s a milestone, but I can’t
help wondering, sometimes, if the
result was worth the effort.

This semester, I went to a
GLBTA (Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,
Transgender Alliance) meeting
and it had been cancelled. I
went to a Students Against the
War meeting, and 20 minutes
into the hour, only four people
were present and the meeting
had still not begun. Bughouse

Old Man on Campus

was nowhere to be seen at the
Student Organizations Days. With
all the encouragement provided in
past columns and articles about the
importance of student involvement
on campus, the impact of response
appears to be sadly lacking.

Over the years I have had
a few people stop me in the halls
and comment about a specific
column, saying they liked it, but,
as any journalist will tell you, most
responses one receives are negative,
and [ certainly have had my share
of those.

I have been called a liar
in the past and been the target of
a few nasty letters to the editor.
These are accepted as part of
the territory: being told that your
writing is superfluous, trite, having
no thought or importance. Being
told that your column is not read
because it has no bearing on the

campus community. Once, a
professor of Philosophy stated that

‘he would give me a failing grade

for a particular column, and another

instructor hasn’t spoken to me for .

two years because of a certain
column.

It’s the attacks on my person
that have hurt the most. I can
understand criticizing a column, but
when it comes to personal matters, I
justdon’tunderstand why. Recently,
I received a response saying, among
other things, “...you are just a
lonely, forgotten old schmuck...”

[ have always liked to write.
It has been my desire to impart,
through my experiences as a former
student of this campus, a combat
veteran, and living 60 years in
this world, encouragement and
inspiration to my fellow students
from what I have learned in and
about life. It is to help you prepare

for the reality of the world and
to possibly avoid the pitfalls you
may encounter. The world may be
different than in my day, but the
basics haven’t changed.

Although some may think

‘because [ write about toy soldiers,

Little Orley or Donald Duck, it

is silly and meaningless. These

articles carry a message of

encouragement and direction for
the reader who understands what
is being communicated.

My hope is there are som
students out there who are gaining
insight from what is written in
my articles. That it is helping
those readers and guiding the

inspiring them to achieve their

goals and dreams and avoid
discouragement.

Returning to campus after all
these years has been a wonderful
experience and I have made a few

The big five-0

friends. Yes, I am an old schmuck,
but not lonely, and hopefully, not
forgotten. But I do wonder if what
I have written about all these
years has been of any use to the
readers of the /ndependent.

You see, because we
seldom get any feedback on
articles, except the negative
comments, it is hard to determine
just how effective we are as
journalists. We just have to trust
our instinct and go with what we
believe is the right thing.

Soon, this old man will
be graduating and the column
will end. Perhaps, one day in
the future, some will remember
something that was written here
and it will help them in their
situation.

That is all a writer can hope
for, especially when he’s an old
schmuck.

Tuesday, February 21, 2006
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Bughouse remains under
students’ radar

Student run discussion forum lacking student support

by Jessica Moen
Senior Staff Writer

Many students here know
about Facebook.com and
MySpace.com as ways to talk
to fellow NEIU students, but
not a lot of students have heard
of Bughouse. “Bughouse? What
is that??”’ you might be thinking.
Well, Bughouse is actually a
NEIU message board that is only
accessible to NEIU students.
It has forums to post your
comments and you can even
have your own blog! The web
site is www.bughouse.neiu.edu.
Now, how many of you knew
about this site before I told you?
Herein lies the problem: this
site is probably the best way
to communicate with NEIU
students, yet hardly anyone
knows about it.

There are simply not
enough advertisements for this
site. Once in a while there are
advertisements for it on the
tables in the cafeteria, and
if you go to the NEIU web
site, you can find a link if
you search hard enough.
You cannot join the
forum unless you are
a current student
here and have an
NEIU email address,
so if they are not going to
advertise the site here at school,
how is anyone else going to
know about it?

The site has been up for
several years now and has almost
500 members on it, which seems
like a lot, but considering how
many students are in the school

(slightly more than 500!),
this is a sad number. There
are probably more than 500
people sitting in the cafeteria
as you read this. Given that this
is a free site, the school might
want to use the site to advertise
for clubs and events going on,
which might make them their
money back. They could easily
advertise on the site. Student
goes to the site, student reads
an ad, student likes the ad,
student answers the ad and the
school makes money. Get the
idea?

Perhaps it’s not the
school’s job to advertise the
site and it should be left up to
the students because they are
the ones using the site. This

could easily be
done by

image courtesy of bughouse.neiu.edu

simple word of mouth. “Hey,
have you heard of Bughouse?
No? Well, this is what it is...”
Also, you can view some of
the Independent’s articles in
Bughouse.

If you are shy, then
a quick email will also do
the trick. It really doesn’t
take much to get a few fliers
and post them up around
campus—maybe even stick
those annoying little cards
on people’s cars. If the school
will approve of fliers for used

_cars, they should have no

objection to a school related
flier.

So basically, Bughouse
is not doing anyone any good
if no one knows about it. As
fun as it is to talk to yourself
for a while, it is much more
fun to talk to lots of different
people. So let’s do more to
advertise this site and get
the message out. If NEIU

students aren’t going

to visit it, who
else will?

Moderates need to speak up

Dear Editor,

The latest militant Islamic attack was torching
the Danish embassy in Damascus ... over what? A
foreign country with freedom of the press printed
a cartoon they didn’t like. Need I spell out the

idiocies?

Where are all of the moderate Muslims we
so often hear about? So often, the Muslims claim
that the moderates are the overwhelming majority,
and the militants are a loud minority.

So where are you moderate protesters?
Where were you when Al Qaeda terrorists
incinerated the World Trade Center and butchered
4,000 Americans? Where were you moderates when
terrorists videotaped their prolonged, gruesome
torturing and beheadings of innocent civilians?
Where were you moderates when terrorists

protests of outrage, screaming “NOT IN MY NAME!”
Don’t you know these people claim to speak for all of
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its ugly face

foot down!

Islam? Do they? It’s time to take charge, and show
the world loud and clear: “We condemn all terrorism
against civilians! Unequivocally, unconditionally,
unambiguously, unashamedly, in every country it rears
Send a clear message to NEIU and to
the world that the moderate Muslims are putting their

When Nazis butchered millions of Jews, blacks,

homosexuals, gypsies, the mentally and physically

slaughtered innocents in Madrid, London, Egypt,

and Israel?

Moderate Muslim majority, where are your

i Valid from now until graduation

experience.
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disabled, the German citizens were silent. The Pope
was silent. Countries throughout the world were silent,
until the Nazis tried to annex them. Moderates, don’t
make the same mistakes. Don’t go down in history
as the next German citizens. Organize a protest today.
Tell those bastard militants where to shove their
bombs, and take back your good name!

Joey Kandelman
Student
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Everyone has issues

~ “T
here are subjects

I just don’t want
to talk about
anymore, not to say they
aren’t important, but maybe
the amount of time I’ve spent
here has made me, well,
slightly apathetic. Issues
like construction, classroom
space, graduation times, and
the general mismanagement of student government/administration/
etc. have been in every issue of our paper. To me, they have simply
become the inherent hazards of Northeastern.

Now, I know that will disgust a lot of you. How can she
not care? I do, but I think there is already a constant stream of
complaints that can be heard throughout the campus that I don’t
have to contribute any more. I’d rather show people the things that
are occurring that are interesting, relatable, sometimes even close
to positive. But, for the sake of irony, I’ll address ... well, these
topics.

Every single school has its drawbacks and administrations
that will never fully deal with them. Several of our students have
already attended colleges prior to this one. Were they perfect
schools? If I think of every type of organization that comes to
mind, I realize that we can’t even expect that level of functional<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>