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Northeastern Graduat&AR oe zoog 
ARCHIVES Runs For Congress .._ _ _ 

by Theresa Celmer 
Staff Writer 

Northeastern Illinois 
University graduate Simon 

. Ribeiro isrunningforCongress 
in Illinois' 5th Congressional 
District, the seat vacated by 
White House Chief of Staff 
Rahm Emanuel. 

Riberio, a Green 
Party candidate, is running 
against three other opponents 
for the , Green Party primary 
election on March 3, 2009. If 
be wins, he wHl be facing two 
other nominees for the final 
special election on April 7. 
The election for Illinois' 5th 
District is the only nati,onal­
level congressional election 
being held in the U.S. right 
now. 

Ribeiro graduated 
_ fi;oni. ju 2005 a 

·oache!or 's .degree in political 
science. He is currently 

attending graduate school af 
NEID, working towards a 
master's degree it:i political 
science. 

Because of what he 
has learned at NEID, Ribeiro 
believes he has a better 
understanding of economic _ 
policy. Ribeiro also believes 
that he can use what he has 
learned to create a better 
environment. 

If be is elected, 
he hopes to help college 
students. 

"I hope to deliver 
more federal funding and 
grants to students and lower 
rates on student loans and do 
my best to lower tuition rates," 
said Ribeiro. 

He believes his 
education at NEID helped 
him get where he is today. He 
said he had good teachers and 
that EIU had an exc ]lent 
program and is one of the most 
diverse schools. 

Pictures courtesy of: www.simonribeiro.com 

GLBTA Attends Conference in Indiana 

by Sergio Guzman 
Staff Writer 

Northeastern 's 

community. Scenes ranging from "Three's 
Company" and "Brothers and Sisters" 
to "Brokeback Mountain" and "Will and 

compared how these individuals could be 
the Jackie Robinson or Rosa Parks of their 
time. He also claimed the climate to come 

out in today's world is.more 
Gay Lesbian Bisexual supportive than ever before. 
Transgender Alliance This is supported by the 
(GLBTA) attended the media workshop that stated 
annual Midwest Bisexual " .. . 19 percent of American 
Lesbian Gay Transgender adults have changed their 
Ally College Conference views favorably towards 
(MBLGTACC) from the gay community in the 
February 13th to the 15th . last five years because they 
A total of eight GLBTA know somebody who is 
members attended the gay." 
conference. This year's Not only did the g~y 
conferencewasheldatlndiana ~ ~ community attend the 
University in Bloomington, conference, but also a 
Ind_- b~he . M~LGTAdCC's ~ ; A~~~, ha~dful of s

1
traight (or 

mam o ~ectlve 1s to e ucate ~ ~ alliance) peop e. Despite 
the attendees on gay issues :1\1~~~ ~- ~ - the educational objectives, 
concerning all walks of life. 111.llll!l!l!::\, ~ ~~c?J Indiana University made 
This is usually achieved sure to support a warm and 
through various workshops ID.~ @~i'& 1i1 '~ welcoming atmosphere to 
and keynote speakers. ~~' ilf" all attendees. This included 

"Civil and Uncivil Indiana University students 
Rights in the 21 st Century", giving out free hugs. 
"Historical GLBT Images Heather Dean, president of 
in th~ Media", and "Does ----------------------------6 the GLBTA, is quoted as 
God Hate Fags? What the Bible Really Grace" were shown. saying, "This conference offers students 
Says About Homosexuality" were some The keynote speaker for Saturday of all sexual orientation knowledge in 'gay 
of the titles of the workshops the GLBTA night was ESPN senior wtjter and issues' effecting the world today. If only 
attended. The media workshop focused columnist LZ Granderson. Granderson this knowledge was common knowledge 
on showing scenes from famous ·television focused on how gay individuals in sports to the American public, this country would 
shows and movies while detailing the should come out of the closet while still be a more accepting place for the GLBT 
advancement of the portrayal of the gay playing professional sports. He then community." 

l.ll-utiiey to attend. ln 
the . ts ca.na fac 
r . . . · ro111;nent 

the u;nivt:rs-i~ 'by tun)ing off the li tsi 
in Ulloccupied cmssrooms. Jndividua;is 

'tnterested,in. n:wte. informatiqn :,bould go 
to tlfo Green E ee Oommittee's Web site; 
Wwmneiu.eJuf:..greenpiic, ·1 
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Revolutions 
at NEIU 

by Cheryl Lyman 
Associate Editor 

From Monday, March 9 through 
Thursday, March 12, Northeastern 
Illinois University's (NEIU) Academic 
Development will be sponsoring the 
conference series "The Past and Future(s) 
of Revolutions, A Global Exploration." 
Each day there will be a master class at 12 
p.m. and a keynote panel presentation at 
7 p.m. as well as other events throughout 
the day. This series will explore what a 
revolution is and whether they have a future, 
and the legacies of various revolutions 
and lessons that have been learned from 
them. Some of ,the topics covered will 
include: Revolutions Old and New; The 
Mexican Revolution and its Legacy; The 
Revolutionary Past and Radical Future 
of Human Rights; and Seizing Power: 
Fundamentalists and Liberals in the 
Iranian Revolution. Seminars will take 
place in the Golden Eagles room, Alumni 
Hall and the auditorium. Please visit 
http: //www.neiu.edu / -acdevelo / 
Revolutions for information on individual 
seminar times and locations, as well as a 
list of speakers. 

On Jan. 6 at 11:20 a.m. in the Student 
Union Building an unknown offender 
stole a key lock cylinder from the door. 
The value was under $300 and is still 
under investigation. 

On Jan. 9 at 2:15 p.m. in the Science 
Building and unknown offender stole 2 
NEIU projectors from the lecture halls 
that entered into LEADS/NCIC. The 
value was under $300 and is still under 
investigation. 

On Jan. 11 at 11:25 a.m. an unknown 
offender damaged a university information 
sign on the access road. The offense was 
categorized as damage to state property 
and has been administratively closed. 

On Jan. 12 at 12:30 p.m. there was a 
disturbance in the Ronald William Library. 
The intoxicated subject claimed a friend 
told him he "would blow up the library." 
The subject was taken to the hospital for 
detoxification. Case has been closed. 

On Jan. 13 at 12:56 p.m. in the Fine 
Arts Building an unknown offender stole 
a laptop and entered into LEADS. The 
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Ash Wednesday Mass 
12:00 p.m. 
Golden Eagles Room 

Joint Solo Recital 
5:00 p.m. 
Konrad Pawelek- Clarinet 
Matt Groters- Violin 
(with Jane Kenas-Heller and Peter Benson 
on Piano) 
Recital Hall 

Marketing aub Networking Night 
8:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
CLS3020 

.. 

theft was under $300 dollars and is under 
investigation. 

On Jan. 21 at 6:59 p.m. in the Ronald 
William Library an unknown offender 
stole a victim's wallet and made a $200 
purchase off-campus. The case is still 
under investigation. 

On Jan. 22 at 6:33 p.m. on the third floor 
of the parking garage a victim's car door 
was struck when another car pulled into a 
parking space. The accident did not have 
any injuries and the case has been closed~ 

On Jan. 23 at 11 :22 a.m. in the Classroom 
Building a theft of over $300 occured 
when an unknown offender stole a laptop 
that another student had accidentally left 
behind in the class. The case has been 
closed. 

On Jan. 23 at 12:00 p.m. in the Student 
Union Building a theft of under $300 
occured when an unknown offender 
stole a victim's wallet. The wallet was 
stolen from the victim's book bag after · 
it was left unattended. The case has been 
administratively closed. 

Upcoming 
Events 
at nEIU 

Thursday February 26 

·~ Health and Wellness Fair 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
PE Complex Main Lobby 

Friday February 27 . 
Brass Club Fundraiser Bake Sale 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m 
Village Square 

Monday March 2: 

Students Against War: Conference 
5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
SU003 

On Jan. 24 at 1:07 p.m. in the Classroom 
Building an unknown offender smashed 
the vending machine glass. The officer 
on site inventoried all snacks. The 
offense has been categorized as criminal 
damage to state property and is still under 
investigation. 

On Jan. 25 at 6:41 p.m. in the D 
Building an unknown offender damaged 
an automatic door, the door handle 
had been forced off. The case has been 
administratively closed. 

On Jan. 29 at 2:47 p.m. on the access 
road near the P.E. Building a car was in 
an accident with a school bus. No injuries 
were reported and the case has been 
closed. 

On Jan. 30 at 1:05 p.m. in the Classroom 
Building a theft of over $300 occured 
when an unknown offender stole a laptop 
from the office. The case is still under 
investigation. 

On Jan. 31" at 11 :10 a.m. in the Science 
Building a theft of over $300 occured 

Tuesday March 3 

Students Against War: 
Conference 5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
SU 003 
Freedom of Expression 
at NEID 

Theta Chi Omega Celebrates 
.Receiving Beta Chapter Status 
1 :40 p.m.-2:40 p.m. 
Golden Eagles Room 
Light appetizers served 
and music by 
Those Funny Little People 

when an unknown offender stole a aptop 
after a student left it behind in class. The 
case is still under investigation. 

On Feb. 2 at 9:55 a.m. in the Classroom 
Building an unknown offender wrote 
graffiti on a stairwell door. The case has 
been classified as criminal damage to state 
property and has been administratively 
closed. 

On Feb. 4 at 11:40 a.m. an unknown 
offender paid for food with counterfeit 
money. The case is considered deception/ 
forgery and is under investigation. 

On Feb. 12 at 2:40 p.m. in the Classroom 
Building two juveniles were found in the 
building when campus was closed. The 
juveniles were issued a warning and 
released to the custody of their parents. 
The case has been administratively 
closed. 

On Feb. 19 at 3:48 p.m. in the D parking 
lot a motor vehicle offense occured when 
a complainant reported that an unknown 
offender struck his vehicle. The case was 
considered a hit and run. 



Wednesday, February 25, 2009 

FREEBIE$ ••, Wf(t$ ~ 
llha, ftftltw. ilA Sfl•tt. IIUt. Iliift, dkltf 
Ola1'&1ijMllffflUtt tfi& fl#/CW.illl •tre•• 

JIMMV ro f(J" 
CA1ElllNO 

·••llfllff4 ll.llt'ftU. NffJtl! 

llfflllr l■fllllliltlilil i Mhty ......... -, .. ~-.. 

NEWS 

WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK 
CHICAGO 3234 W. FOSTER AVE. 773.539.SUBS 

(782'1) 

StafF 
Editor-in-Chief 

Lenny Ocasio 

Associate Editor 
Cheryl Lyman 

Production Manager 
· Francisco Nieto 

Business Manager 
TC. Chung 

Business Assistant 
Vicl,,y Donates 

News Co-Editors 
Victoria Tullock 

Michelle Jacobson 

Opinions Editor 
Gregg Christie 

Entertainment Editor 
Jonathan Gronli 

Features Editor 
Michelle Jacobson 

Online Editor 
David Mosher 

Photo Editor 
Victoria Tullock 

Photographers 
Tracy Ellen 

Michael McNelly 

Production Editors 
Megan Pigoni 
Marchesa So 

Graphics Editor 
Michael Nguyen 

Senior Copy Editor 
Anna Cannova 

Copy Editors 
Natalie Cattouse 

Senior Staff Writers 
Regina Torres 
Kaity Nicastri 

Staff Writers 
Adam Salamon 
David Mitchell 
Whitney Behr 

Sabrina Gasulla 
Theresa Celmer 

Media Adviser 
Tasha Neumeister 

Faculty Adviser 
TBA 

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday 

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m . 

The Independent is a public forum 
for the community and university 
around Northeastern Illinois 
University. 

The Independent is 
completely student run and receives no 
prior review of its content by anyone 
other than its student editors. 

The Independent is published 
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Do you think there should be some 
form of housing for NEIU students? 

What kind? 

Here's What You Said: 

"Yes, there should be apartments 
and/or dorms because it will make 
it easier for students to commute, 
make friends, and get more 
involved in school." 

"No there shouldn't be no use 
for housing since most students 
commute and they live in the area." 

photos and captions by Tracy Ellen 

"Dorms would be an excellel'lt 
addition for many of the far 
commuters but looking at the size 
of NEIU, it is just unnecessary. 
Half a city block just doesn't 
seem big enough to have a whole 
section for living. This is a small 
school and living standards aren't 
needed." 

ts. 
ause 
·far 

"Yes, NEIU should have 
apartments and dorms housing 
available to students because a lot 
of people come for the education 
program and I have met people 
who had to pay more for rent and 
pay more for gas for commuting." 

"Yes because there's a lot of 
students looking for apartments 
and there should be a housing 
available close to campus so it 
wouldn't be as expensive, and it 
could add towards the tuition." 
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Editorial Board 
Lenny Ocasio Editor-i11-Chic/ 

Cheryi Lyman Associate Editor 
T. C. Chung Business Ma11ager 

Frank :\ieto Prod11ctio11s lt4a11agl'/' 
:\like Arch Nrns Editor 

Gregg Christie Opi11io11s Editor 

Artie k s \I ithin " Commcntar:, 
do not represent the opinion of 
the l11deJJ<'1ulrnt unless expressed 
within th.: "' Editorial." Articles. 
cartoons. letters to the Editor. staff 
and l!UCst columns represent the 
opini:m of the writer and not that 

of the organization. 

EDITORIAL 

Should ·You Stay Or Should 
You Go? 

When you think of the phrase "starting off the new 
year with a bang," you think of it as an expression of doing 
something unique, different or crazy. You don't really expect 
something to actually explode, at least you hope not. At the 
beginning of the Spring '09 semester, a man walked into the 
library stating that a friend of his was going to walk in the 
building and "blow it up". NEIU police were called and 
apprehended the man. Yet, because ofthis, the entire library 
building had to be evacuated. It actually turned out that the 
man's threats weren't genuine, and he had apparently also 
been drinking. . 

Still, a bomb threat is obviously no joke at all, and 
many students on campus at the time of the incident didn't 
know what was going on until the official e-mail was sent 
out. So, should more have been done? This is not a question 
of implementing some new guidebook or employing a group 
of people whose job is specifically to har,idle campus-wide 
notifications; our school already has a guidebook that's 
very helpful and Public Safety can do the notifications 
themselves. · 

Should more of the campus have been evacuated? 
Perhaps neighboring buildings such as the Fine Arts Building, 
the B Building or the Science Building? In the case of a 
bomb threat, you never really know whether it's genuine 
or not, and in the cases where it is genuine, what kind of 
bomb it is. If by any chance there was a bomb on campus, 
and it was an air borne chemical threat, what's to stop those 
dangerous chemicals from being blown onto another part of 
campus where unaware students might also be exposed? 

Granted, there's the factor of possibly spreading 
panic to the general student body. This would be counter­
productive to authorities, especially during times of crisis, 
when it would be ideal for the authorities to avoid mistakes. 
Imagine how this might occur, that is, if the entire school was 
informed of an apparent bomb threat on campus. ln fact, this 
question should be posed to you, the reader: What would 
you do if you were informed of a bomb threat on campus? 
Would you move to the safest location on campus, or would 
you forget about your schoolwork and just go borne? 

After thinking this over, the mind races with 
scenarios of what could happen. Chances are that most people 
would try to get away from the threat as quickly as possible, 
and with so many people leaving class and urgently looking 
for a safe way out, the confusion could easily conceal anyone 
who has bad intentions. It's understandable when you look at 
the authorities' point of view. 

If there were a bomb threat called in, it would be 
easier to prevent a worst-case scenario if there were less 
people walking around. Less confusion can save lives; 
so this isn't a jab at the police, nor at the schools policies 
and guidelines. Though, after saying that, it's not as if the 
entire faculty and student body at NEIU would run around 
screaming, "BOMB! SAVE ·YOURSELVES!" No, the 
people here are better than that. 

If people thought more should have been done on 
that day in January, perhaps things could change and more 
precautions could be taken in the future . . Quicker campus­
wide notices that are performed in a calm and collective 
manner, for instance. Maybe even evacuating neighboring 
buildings, just in case the worst should happen. In any case, 
the worst did not happen and no one was hurt. But with every 
incident that takes place, there are always questions that run 
through a person's mind, such as what could happen and what 
can be done to prevent that dreaded worst-case scenario. 

If you feel more should have been done, feel free to 
leave a comment under this editorial on our Web site at: 
www.neiuindependent.com 

Gaza and the Israeli Elections: 
Two Points ·of View 

Wh_at is freedom of speech? Is it the freedom to focus only on your own point of view, or to manipulate a body 
of data to _suit your own purposes? The press coverage of the situation in Palestine bas seen too much of the terrible 
ex~emes of~ias, preju~ice and omission, so I thought that I would let some students speak for themselves. The following 
articles are either the direct quotes or paraphrased words of current Muslim and Jewish students here at NEIU, and since 
~ome ~espondents have chosen to remain anonymous, for the sake of fairness I have changed all the names of those I have 
mterv1ewed. For my own part, I hope and pray for peace, therefore my main reason for this exercise. 

Gregg Christie, Opinions Editor 

Some NEIU Jewish Voices: 
by Gregg Christie 
.Opinions Editor 

I will start with Joshua, who has served a number 
of years in the IDF (Israeli Defense Forces), so be bas 
seen the situation in the 'occupied territories' first-hand. 
When I asked him if the recent Israeli operation in Gaza 
was executed with an appropriate amount of force, he. 
replied that in actuality it didn't go far enough. "Hamas 
has not been taken out," and "the rockets keep flying," was 
bis reasoning. He pointed out that since the IDF withdrew 
from Gaza in the summer of 2005, Hamas bas launched 
over 10,000 rockets into Israel, and that it was "nothing 
less than a miracle" that the casualties were so light. 

Abraham, another veteran of the IDF, pointed 
out that the United States would have responded with even 
more force had rockets been launched onto its own soil, and 
Joshua agreed, saying, "Sure, America wouldn't stand for 
that for five minutes!" They both emphasized that Israel's 
security issues were paramount. It was also pointed out 
that IDF soldiers are given rigorous training in protecting 
the lives of civilians during combat operations, yet success 
at this policy is all that much harder when Hamas is caught 
launching rockets from a school compound. 

As is also the case with any other government, 
their primary focus is to protect their citizens. The 
rocket attacks have bad ti!_e effect of disrupting lives and 
businesses, and have instilled great fear among the Israeli 
populace, which in tum places pressure on the government 
to take action. 

I pressed both of them with the question, "Doesn't 
a strong military strike into a crowded urban area just serve 
to bolster the opposition, thus further enabling the endless 
cycle of violence?" Their responses were given without 
any hesitation. Joshua stated that, "the object is to destroy 
the military opposition." He pointed out that the IDF's 

. main goal was targeting Hamas's technical and military 
ability to create effective opposition. Abraham stated that 
the rocket strikes on Israel don' t leave the gove~ent with 
much choice, and that "it is a job that must be done." 

They were both in agreement on the sovereignty 
of Israeli territory, and that the removal of over 600,000 
Jewish settlers from the West Bank would prove a near 
impossible task. It would be an operation that, according 
to Joshua, might also lead to a civil war within Israel 
itself. Joshua was also adamant in bis assertion that the 
Jewish people have deep spiritual ties to the land, which 
includes those sacred sites found in the West Bank. He 
also said that were Israel to abandon their holiest sites, 
which representthe very essence of Judaism itself, then 
"they're denying their relationship to the land altogether." 
For bis part, Abraham was more concerned with the city of 
Jerusalem, which all three people I interviewed agreed was 
the spiritual capitol of the Israeli people. 

Finally, I come to Rebecca, a political science 
major who, like her counterpart on the Muslim side of 
this debate, is concerned mostly with peace. She says 
that, "Israel has the right to exist, especially after being 
recognized as a legitimate government. Palestine, however, 
doesn't simply cease to be just because Israel exists." 

She goes on to say that both sides have the 
right to protect themselves, but for her this doesn't mean 
"provoking each other," as she puts it. She feels that this 
is at the heart of the "endless cycle of violence" alluded to 
earlier. She summed up her viewpoint by stating, "Both 
sides need to learn to swallow their pride and negotiate if 
peace is to be bad." 

On a final and somber note, these respondents 
were also doubtful of the future. They all thought that 
the impending right-wing coalition government would 

See Jewish Voices, right 

Some _NEIU Muslim Voices: 
by Gregg Christie 
Opinions Editor 

Speaking on the level of violence seen during 
the recent Gaza operation ( or invasion, call it what you 
will), a woman named Fatima told me that it was "uncalled 
for, unjust. The scale of destruction and death was very 
shocking." She went on to say that she believed the Israelis 
used the invasion as a political tool, and that "using force 
to win an election was to me barbaric." 

While she understood that Hamas rockets were 
causing fear and anxiety among the Israeli populace, she 
also pointed out that they generally had no specific targets 
and that very few Israeli casualties were incurred by these 
attacks. Given this, she stressed that she thought the scale 
of the Israeli response was "grotesque." 

· All the Muslims I spoke to during these interviews 
shared the belief that the Israelis, as one person phrased it, 
were using their "Holocaust Mentality," as an excuse for 
their actions. Ibrahim went so far as to say, "The recent 
words and campaign promises of those right-wing (Israeli) 
candidates remind me of Adolph Hitler and the Nazi Party 
of Gennany. They complain about the Holocaust and 
then they talk about putting all the Israeli Arabs on trucks 
and expelling them from the country? It is shameful!" 
Fatima expressed somewhat similar sentiments when she 
said, "Didn't the same thing happen to them fifty or sixty 
years ago? Wouldn't this make them care more about the 
Palestinians?" 

Medina, on the other hand, said that she cared 
most about peace and she thought that the violence 
displ;;iyed by both sides was unacceptable. She raised an 
interesting point when she said, "My opinion about the 
conflict in the Middle East is that I think it is unnecessary 
that we have the U.S. helping the Israeli government while 
watching the Palestinians die." When I asked the Muslim 
respondents about the Obama administration's hopes that 
they might work with the new Israeli government towards 
a peace settlement, the response was very mixed. 

Ismael said that any peace deal must include 
withdrawal of the settlers from the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem, but he added "I doubt that the Israelis would 
ever agree to that." Ibrahim just shrugged, shook bis 
bead and said, "I don't see the possibility of peace with 
Israel." Fatima explained that, "There is a lot of hope and 
expectations among Palestinians [for Obama's team], but 
also the fear that they will be disappointed again." Two 
people also pointed out the controversial appointment of 
Rahm Emanuel as the president's Chief of Staff, expressing 
that Muslims neither like nor trust him. 

What I saw during these interviews was a 
mixture of sadness, anger and frustration, and most of them 
expressed doubt for the future. For me, the most poignant 
words came from Medina, who said, "I think that both 
sides should try to come to a resolution where you don 't 
see young children and civilians dying. It takes people to 
make people, but it also takes people to kill people." 

Discussion may be continued online at 
our Web site www.neiuindependent.com 

Jewish Voices, conti1111ed 

not be willing to concede much ground during any future . 
negotiations, thereby forcing the Palestinians to give 
in even more. They all seemed to agree that peace was 
unlikely in the foreseeable future. This conclusion sounds 
familiar, doesn ' t it? 
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When "Progressive" isn't Progress 
by Adam Salamon 
Staff Writer 

Politically, I consider myself to be a 
liberal leaning moderate. However, while 
my political views may lean toward the 
left, I am still nauseated by the extremes 
of both sides of the political spectrum. 
Both believe in narrow ideologies that 
smack of elitism. Ultra-conservatives, 
who don't believe women have the right to 
have abortions and that homosexuals don't 
deserve the same liberties as heterosexuals, 
make me ill with their sanctimonious 
garbage. Similarly, the far left's insistence 
on trying to use education as a tool to push 
their political agenda also makes me sick. 
Why, you might ask, do I say this? It's 
because what may seem like "progress" to 
those in charge of instructing and schooling 
our nation's future may, in their politically 
correct attempt to "progressively" reform 
the education system, actually be harming 
America. 

James Robert Brown has 
defined the term "academic-left" in his 
book, "Who Rules Science?" (Harvard 
University Press), as a "set of academics 
who have left-wing views." · However, fear 
of the academic-left does not just come 
from 5tudents like me, who worry about a 
balanced approach to political and social 
viewpoints in the classroom, but from many 
educators themselves. Harry White, an 
English professor here at NEIU, in a letter 
to the editor of the Independent dated Jan. 
27, 2009, correctly stated that he felt the 
biggest threat to academic freedom came 
from "within (typically from the left)" 
of the education system itself. Professor 
White complains in his letter that teachers 
are now given orders in "what their syllabi 
must include," and "which subjects should 
or shouldn't be emphasized or taught" from 
various persons and committees within the 

academic profession itself. White goes on 
to say that academic interference is not 
taking place just here at NEIU, but that it is 
in fact a nationwide phenomenon. 

Apparently, those from the 
academic-left don't believe you or I are 
smart enough to choose our political or 
social beliefs wisely, so they have decided 
to push us through their biased curriculum 
into those choices they deem correct. If 
this isn't a case of misguided elitism, than 
I don't know what is. I believe that we 
are intelligent enough to make informed 
decisions about these topics once we have 
heard both sides of the argument and have 
gathered all the relevant facts. Apparently, 
those in charge of education don't think as 
highlyofus. 

Because of this, we are getting 
teachers and texts that emphasize the 
accomplishments of one side of the 
political spectrum while bashing or 
omitting those with opposing or dissenting 
views. This is especjally obvious in my 
major, history, where the old v~sion of 
an American "melting-pot" is no longer 
accepted as a proper description of our 
society. Students are now taught to view 
our society as a patchwork of peoples and 
cultures that never mix. I find this counter­
productive because while assimilation 
may not be beneficial to American society, 
amalgamation is (as in, to form into an 
integrated whole). Call me old-fashioned, 
but I still believe that "united we stand, 
divided we fall ." 

Proof of this line of thinking can 
be seen all over academia and includes the 
assigned textbooks here at NEIU. One 
of my U.S. History texts, "Out of Many" 
(Prentice Hall), is a perfect example. 
The title, taken from the great seal of the 
United States, is the translation of the 
Latin, e. pluribus, which means "out of 
many." What is missing from the title is 

the word "one/ or unum in Latin. Here the 
academic-Left, by leaving' off the unifying 
word one, seems to be telling us that yes, 
we Americans are out of many, but no, 
we are not to view ourselves as a united 
"one." 

I live in a diversified community 
just outside of Chicago, and my children's 
school district reflects this fact. While in 
1954 the United States Supreme Court ruled 
in Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka 
that a "separate but equal" education was 
unconstitutional, "progressive" educators 
from the left have been pushing curriculums 
that are causing exactly this very thing to 
happen in my community, as well as in 
other liberal leaning communities across the 
nation. The school district's controversial 
Two Way Immersion Program (TWI), 
where courses are taught in Spanish and 
English on a near equal basis, has caused 
such segregation in the schools within the 
program that, whether intentional or not, 
the policies may actually be in violation 
of the Supreme Court ruling. Add to this 
the fact that the district is also imposing an 
African-American pilot program, resulting 
in even further racial divisions within these 
schools. 

In a country where people have 
died to secure their civil rights, is it fair that 
the leftist progressives within academia are 
allowed to implement policies, curriculums, 
and texts that espouse their warped 
ideology to the detriment of education as 
a whole? To me, the answer is clearly no. 
It is fine to want to have a more worldly 
view taught in schools, but segregating 
our classrooms, ripping people's political 
beliefs and bashing _those opposed to- their 
brand of biased education seems flat out 
wrong. Just because something is labeled 
"progressive," doesn't mean that it is 
necessarily progress. 

It's time to work together 
by Jonathan Gronli 
Entertainment Editor 

We're in trouble when it comes to our economy. The 
Democrats blame the Republicans. The Republicans blame the 
Democrats. The progressive-minded people, like me, would 
rather take a more realistic approach. 

It's all of our faults. Certain choices led us to the 
economic woes we're in now. It ties into almost all of our 
choices, from the over-reliance on fossil fuels, to having an 
economy based on ret~il consumerism, and includes the people 
we elect into public office. 

Honestly, the last big 
economic plan an American 
leader had that made any sense 
whatsoever was The New Deal. It 

. made jobs when we were hurting 
for them. More jobs meant more 
money. More money meant 
more sales and higher ability for 
economic trade on international 
levels. It also meant more money 
going into the government, which 
,ideally, would go back to the people 
in goods and services. Reaganomics 
ended up using almost the exact same 
premise, but because of the "trickle-down" 
economic effect it was a ridiculous idea. It 
had the opposite effect and forced us into a 
recession. 

Then there's George W. Bush. His 
decisions forced us into one of the highest debts 
this nation has ever had. He applied old, flawed thinking 
(Reaganomics) in new, more flawed ways. They were so flawed 
that not even one of the things that bolsters our economy most 
(war) helped. Let's face it; the economy of war tends to be good 
for the American economy for some reason. 

Then again, these same problems exist on the state 
level as well. We are generally getting screwed over by our 

leadership, and no one really wants to call them on it until they' re 
caught in their game, i.e. Blago. Much like business, there has 
to be a higher level of accountability in our government. 

It's not just our elected leaders' fault. It's our fault 
too. It's our consumer complex that sustains the bulk of our 
economy, not international or interstate trade. The majority of 
our economy is built on us buying stuff, occasionally crap we 
don't even need. O!her countries have their-economy largely 
based on trade, and they use their resources wisely. Examples 
of this will come up later. The problem with an economic 

system that's largely based on retail consumerism is that 
if people are afraid, they'll spend less and the 

economy will get worse. People spend 
less and more people lose jobs. More 

people lose jobs and more people 
spend less. It's a brutal cycle. 

We also tend to use 
resources in an unwise way. We 
rely too fully on fossil fuels 
because even though it 's more 
expensive in the long run, it's 
cheaper right -now. We also 
spend more time importing 
things, oil for example, when 

we have massive reserves in 
different areas of the country. 

We could take a lesson from 
Norway, who keeps their oil reserves 

as essentially a rainy day fund. This is 
our rainy day, and we 've got no fund like that 

waiting. Our over-reliance on fossil fuels actually 
puts us at the mercy of foreign interests when we could take 
care of ourselves. Sure, the cost to convert to "green" energy 
and technology is expensive. Maintaining it is not. It would 
also open up more jobs, and America could use a better job 
market as a whole. 

It's time we take responsibility for our actions and 
choices. It's time we work together to fix the economy along 
with the other problems in American society. 

More 
Caffeine 
Please! 

by Theresa Celmer 
Staff Writer 

7 

It's a few minutes before class and you 
find yourself dozing off. So what do you do? You 
buy a soda pop that contains caffeine. · According 
to Answers. com, caffeine is defined as a drug that 
affects the central nervous system. Besides soft 
drinks, caffeine is also found in energy drinks, 
coffee, chocolate and over-the-counter pep pills. 
A cup of instant coffee has 60 milligrams (mg) 
of caffeine. As far as soft drinks go, Coca Cola 
Classic has 34 mg., while Diet Coke has 45 and 
Mountain Dew 55 mg. The energy drink Red 
Bull has 115 .5 and caffeine pills such as Vivarian 
contain about 200 mg. 

I am sure that everyone like myself has 
used caffeine to help them stay awake for a class 
or cram for an overnight study session. But the 
question is, should caffeine be used for these 
purposes? I believe that it should. I think that 
caffeine should be used because it is cheap, and 
it is easier for students to grab a cup of coffee if 
they don't have enough time between classes to 
take a nap. 

As for the positive effects of caffeine, 
it makes you feel less drowsy, and helps you 
focus and pay attention in the classroom. Once, I 
almost fell asleep in the news office before class, 
so I actually had to put down my ginger ale and 
rush to the cafeteria for a Pepsi. After drinking 
the Pepsi, I didn 't feel tired anymore and was 
able to be alert instead of fa!ling asleep at my 
desk. 

I know all too well that the negative 
side effects of caffeine can be pretty bad. If I 
don't have at least one pop a day, I get a good­
sized headache. This is not a good state of 
mind to be in, especially for concentrating on 
homework or even taking a break and watching 
TV. Nobody wants to do that with a headache, 
now do they? I've also had the experience that 
in having caffeine after a certain time of night, 
I have trouble sleeping. Instead of dozing right 
off, I toss and turn, stare at the walls all night and 
am very tired in the morning. 

Even though I have experienced some 
of the negative side effects of caffeine, I still 
think that it helps students like myself get that 
extra source of energy. Whether it's that cup of 
coffee in the morning or a pop during lunchtime, 
I believe that a little bit of caffeine goes a long 
way if not overly abused. As students, caffeine 

. helps us to be in a better mood in the morning 
instead of being tired and crabby. It also helps 
us to focus on our schoolwork and to get it 
done properly. So next time someone asks me 
what I want to drink, I will say, "More caffeine, 
please!" 
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Reclaiming the Vagina 

Phaydra Babinchok and Angelica Schab listen attentively while 
the FMLA are reading the script. 

Don't feel this 
by Michael McNelly 
Photograpl/er 

by Sabrina Gasulla 
Staff Writer 

The ladies of the NEIU Feminist Majority 
Leadership Alliance want to talk about vaginas and 
they want you to listen. Come March, NEIU will 
host performances of the acclaimed "The Vagina 
Monologues" at Recital Hall and El Centro. 

Eve Ensler wrote the first version of "The 
Vagina Monologues" in 1996 and has revised and 
added to it since. The monologues are based on 
interviews conducted by Ensler from which she 
gathered anecdotes and personal feelings from women 
toward their sexual drive, relationships, and violence. 

Initially, Ensler performed the monologues 
as a one-woman show. Today the material is presented 
at colleges all over the country to benefit anti-violence 
groups. As part of the V-Day movement, student groups 
put on performances of"The Vagina Monologues" and 
choose organizations geared toward helping victims of 
violence and abuse receive the profits. 

The Monologues are honest, unapologetic 
and often profoundly funny. They question the 
negative connotations of words like "cunt" and 
"pussy". They range in mood and gravity as they tell 
stories of rape, childbirth, pleasure, anger, confusion 
and female mutilation. They seek to provoke thought 
by shocking audiences, sometimes even by making 
them uncomfortable. 

The fact that conversations about the female 
experience can upset and embarrass people should 
disturb us in and of itself. 

Ang Schab, one of the performers, described 
her ultimate goal for these sh~ws. "It's all about trying 

Comedies, especially feel-good comedies, have the 
purpose of making you feel good and getting you to laugh. That's 
pretty obvious, right? They part the clouds of a bad day to let the 
light of·satisfaction shine through. One could say watching one of 
tl)ese movies ~as a feeling equal to getting a new, cute little puppy. 
It makes you feel happy, even if you don't know the reasons why. 

I normally despise feel-good comedies. They are degrading 
to the brain and can be almost complete carbon copies of each other. 
The reek of commercialism and corporate manufacturing makes my 
gag reflex go haywire. Due to repetition, they are the epitome of 
comic and creative constipation. You're waiting for either a laugh, 
or for the movie to end, but end up waiting for another hour and a 
half. It's a waste of time. 

If you thought that was corny, wait until you watch 
"The Rocker". It's about a drummer (Robert Fishman played by 
Rainn Wilson) who is in a band called Vesuvious during the 1980s. 
Eventually, the band has to make a choice: whether or not to leave 
the drummer and play one of the biggest gigs in their career. They 
choose to leave the drummer for prolonged fame. Too bad for 
Fishman or "Fish." 

I think Rainn Wilson is pretty funny in "The Office," so I 
hoped he would be at least somewhat funny in "The Rocker" despite 
the horrid trailer. 

to get power into the word and make it not so taboo," she said. 
Several of the cast members remarked that most women don ' t 
talk about their vaginas, many don't find the conversation 
necessary or even appropriate. They hope the performances 
will incite more dialogue so women will be able to converse 
candidly about the subject and be empowered to speak up 
against violence. 

Contrary to popular belief, the show is not 
exclusively for women. Men can find truth and hilarity in the 
monologues as well. The aim is not to idolize the vagina as 
the be-all and end-all of womanhood, but to illuminate the 
fact that sexuality and identity are inextricably linked. 

Some critics (male and female) have bashed "The 
Vagina Monologues" for excessive use of vulgarity, and for 
glorifying promiscuity and the orgasm. This, to ine, misses 
the point altogether. The monologues endeavor to redefine 
vulgarity and to do away with the negative subtext of female 
sexuality. Ensler suggests that sex is an ordinary, commonplace 
thing and an integral part of a woman's identity, not a crude 
or "dirty" subject. 

This is the third year NEIU will host performances 
of Ensler's play. This time the beneficiaries will be Impact, 
an organization that strives to reduce instances of violence 
by teaching self-defense and prevention; Young Women's 
Empowerment Project, which focuses on harm reduction 
and providing guidance to young women in the sex trade 
industry; and the Quetzal Center, which offers support to 
abuse victims. 

Performances are March 2 and 3 at Recital Hall 
on the main campus and March 4 at the El Centro campus, 
all beginning at 7: 15 p.m. Tickets are $7 and will be sold in 
advance at Village Square or at the door on the night of the 
performance. 

c:H 14. aoo 

It wasn't. I laughed twice throughout the whole movie. 
Anyway, 'Fish' eventually gets a real job and is fired 

from it. He's forced to leave his girlfriend's apartment and ends up 
living in his sister's loft. Her son is in high school and happens 
to be a member of a band called ADD (short for Attention Deficit 
Disorder). 

Wow, a catchy name. Doo OP N AT : 0 PM 
ADD loses their drummer and Fish takes over. They don't 

claim fame until a video on YouTube catches the eye of Matchbox 
Records. The video is composed of Fish dru.mming naked during 
a rehearsal session. They get famous, have an argument and, in 
the end, get back together and 'rock' their hearts out. They put 
Vesuvious to shame after their lip-syncing disaster. 

"Rock" was said only because the music was not rock at 
all. It was commercial pop. One would think the title "The Rocker" 
would at least include rock songs. Maybe my perspective on rock 
music is drastically different than other people's views. 

Oh, so the parts where I laughed were when Fish swallowed 
a fly while screaming through the emergency exit on top of the tour 
bus. The other "funny" part was when Christina Applegate asked, 
"Do you know what a PILF is? It means a Person I'd Like to Stab." 
I have a strange sense of humor. So what? 

If you want a mindless, manufactured feel-good comedy 
to watch, then this movie is for you. If you want something with 
substance and actual humor, don't watch it. 

STUDENT UNION • ALUMNI HALL 
AOM S!UON: 3 WfTH NEIU 10 
AND G ERA1.. · DMI $ION 

1ST PLACE iS $100 
2NO PLACE IS $50 



10 Entertainment Wednesday., February 25, 2009 

: J r "BJ1 · _ .. F· ~P 
IJtrdl Gal-Cfltkiltft ~tbASY 2-4 

o.cl)f •• f ~, -·~ ~ ~.,.!it_ tt,_ 
-•~tNON ~ 

i~~twclU.di(tmtfW.c1f wn•~t?:.,1 t~Jm ~ 
~wm,t;~~· Rff"/lit-Am •fllJ ~ . r:Jkta~ 0~ ~ ·--lr!JJth~I 

FfllNIHC& I B◄lh··&ff • C~••• m·~ 9-ittftrn•t'pu, - - . : : -·_ , ·. jkv~ ._ ·: _.~ , . . :.· '._ .- _-_- - . . · ··_ -- . ·- ,·~: ·' : ... · . -._ ,,.- . ·•_ .· 

IL '8N1RO • l11t ~ -,i~'k• ff · •• , , .... esp~•-~l .. ,.~ ~ C-lkt, 

Dt,S.un'S-- .._OtpnlDllltSlbl' .. 
~ 2 1'•tt H·.~·Mt. ,~p 11•. qati~4 flt 

-.'ftld111 ~ •• if'IJ.4 thin t§rl,u,rtbt1 t,w,, ~ma Phi ~tt1t •~1 
r.f;M#'tl#: M 01111~,,iifl ,~, llf ~~r ~n V'(IIJ" A~i ._ • 7 .PJA: I~ ••~t•• tlffl,..W ~•'• 

it.-t.t Uriton. ttdt 
~ -· clt ~ltj «tt'ltff(J .,. fO'ti t~ .. ttlfi• ff 11 t fmity tltf 

M>J .··111(rQto230 .... 3,JI Fttt im,,_.e, ffi' t~!ff t •utttm tJ ~~ o, tHent ® 
c-.· .., __ ,.,. .. :L_-1._· __ ""'·."" -_;,... tf.f ft'. ..• ,,.,.., __ .• ... __ . tMoftat*11ef•1? ~rttatt ttK~ 1m 
_,.,- ..,. ~~ ...,r.u-.w W,. ~~• u: .... ~ "3.Mf2 l)lf , 

VMtl ~ ••ng, rtmte, t.tllt m~ fnwtl fi4 -~~nOrttw.,4 

...,..UnioftM SI,._ 
'ff,1 !twtlt U. tf fJ~. b .-.,, o.~•i IY fiff#ill/-~· thf 2r:4tt~f ti tmt 9ti®fft ·Vm4n i'tttn M ttti 2, fl,. 

Pl.-a mtJC·t -- -..,.,, ·d•t••••i•,u·•• r !tffi#•IU• fwrrf,l't ••twtttt•ttv •w.i bi f utt1r,, Ftbta..-y 21,, i•••"-
WJO, tff:£CIO.ut 



Wednesday, February 25, 2009 Entertainment 11 

Is Taken any good?-
by Nick Vracar 
Staff Writer 

The answer is yes, but only for the most part. 

Famke Janssen, the cast is mostly unrecognizable; although 
that might be a good thing. Not every movie has to be filled 
with stars, and the actors are convincing enough. 

There are three poinu; where the movie stumbles 
that are worth mentioning, however. The first is the overall 

become kidnapped. I already mentiotied that the movie was 
short, clocking in just over ninety minutes, so by the time the 
actual plot starts it only has about an hour left to wrap itself 
up. This lack of time to present story or plot information 
in any manner but fast leads to my third problem with the 
movie, r. 

"Taken" is the king of action movies that can really only 
be enjoyed for the spectacle of it. It is also a rather short 
film that moves so quickly that by the time the credits have 
started rolling it might feel like only moments since the 
movie first began. That said, what "Taken" lacks in stamina, 
it makes up for in presentation, giving a tightly woven story 
that doesn't hold back any punches. 

. plot of the movie, that being the father traveling to purope 
to save his lost daughter: This might make for a(simple 
emotion to tap in to, butii~e daughter spends mosf of her 
un-19-dnapped moments being pretentious and annoying, and 
the film kind of wants you to care about her survival~tThere 
are quite a few other people, presented in the .. exact same 
predicament as the daughter, who gets brushed aside and 
forgotten. 

Liam goes about his attempts to rescue his daughter 
either by his own wits or through others, and his routes tend to 
follow two lines. Either he makes an assumption about what ~ 

he has to do next: or so'roe' tiice and surprisingly available · iii 
~ 

piece of technology points him in the right direytion. For 8 
"Taken'' is the first American film from French 

director Pierre Porel, but the more notable credits come 
from the writers, Luc Besson (wrote and directed the 
"Professional") and Robert Mark Kamen (wrote the original 
"Karate Kid"). Outside of Liam Neeson, Maggie Grace and 

"' example, he manages to track down the address of one of the ~ 

bad guys via a description of the color of the house. ! 
The second stumble goes over the beginning of 

the movie. It takes a little while for the film to get going, 
to introduce tqt characters and for Maggie Grace to finally 

"Taken" is a fun movie. It'swell made, tightly shot -~ 
and Liam Neeson is better than ever. My suggestion is to ~ 
watch "Taken/' but wait for it to come out on DVD. ~ 

Boobs, butts, and a moral? 
by Lenny Ocasio 

The movie "College" follows 

three high school seniors, Kevin, Morris 

and Carter, on a weekend trip to Fieldmont 

University. "College" follows the standards 

of a college drinking movie. They have fun, 

then it gets bad, and then they get even with 

the bad guys. 

Kevin is a photographer for his 

school paper. He thinks of himself as a 

responsible, slightly uptight person who can filter between his mouth and his brain. three boys to anyone else. One of the girls, 

have fun without going crazy. His girlfriend . What spews out of his mouth either can be Kendal, is one of Teague's old one-night 

calls him a loser. This is exactly why she annoying or extremely funny. stands and she is disillusioned by men, 

ps him just before the trip so she can 

oy the rest of her senior year. He sets out 

on the trip with intent to prove to her that 

he is not boring and that he can go crazy. 

Morris is the intellectual geek 

who is being forced to apply to Fieldmont 

by his strict parents. He is hopeless with 

girls and looks like he should still be 

in middle school, not high school. The 

only friend he has is Kevin, but even that 

friendship is undermined by Carter's 

presence. Morris' future depends on a 

scholarship interview that weekend, or at 

least that's what his parents told him. 

Carter is the obligatory obnoxious 

fat guy who is in most college drinking 

movies. All he thinks about is getting laid 

and partying. He does not seem to have a 

After a disastrous dorm room 

assignment, the three decide to strike out 

on their own and end up being taken in by 

a fraternity. The Beta Chi frat is the worst 

fraternity on campus. They have a history of 

brutal hazing which resulted in a suspension 

when one of their pledges ended up in a full 

body cast with his jaw wired shut. They still 

keep him around to throw things at him. The 

leader of the Betas is Teague, a "Fight Club" 

Brad Pitt look-alike, who decides to have a 

little fun with the "pre-frosh." From stealing 

their money, to housing them in a basement 

with leaky pipes and rats, to deserting them 

in the countiy with no clothes, Teague thinks 

up many ways to torture the three. 

Things get even worse when three 

sorority girls decide that they prefer the 

especially men she knows have lied to her. 

But, of course, Kevin is lying to her as well 

when he tells her that he and his friends 

are freshmen. Teague then sets out to make 

Kevin's life a living hell. 

On many points, this movie sets 

out just like any college or teen movie. The 

moral, on the other hand, hits you over the 

head, unlike other college movies where the !i' 
moral or point of the story is buried under i 
the sex and drinking. The moral is to like I 

~ 
who you are and not let others influence ~ 

"' your actions. ~ ... 
This movie has been called the ~ 

"' 
modem version of Animal House. It is not ,. 

quite that. It was made to be an entertaining 

movie. It accomplished that, no matter what 

movie was its inspiration. 



12 

than its long 

and the Allma 
w· 

. µpl(,>btaek·l~fith~iJ;;~~~ 
to a lively performance 

boys from Tennessee. 
.»~,:-:-:<;. 

were enthusiastically 
tyro~ked! 

f early punk, and 

Entertainment 

cdhserving their sqµ 
long.and pointless 

Lead singer 
reminded me'ofAxl Rose 
attitude. At one point he 
b9ttle, exclaiming, "Ohl S . 

Wednesday, February 25, 2009 

f've been to HeU 
it's almost like coming home 

by Jonathan Gronli 
Entertainment Editor 

"Silent Hill" is a grea,~jpsychocsptntuafsurvival 

honor franchise. Sure, they've Jilid thei~ ~fgp poi:g..tslike 

"Silent }iill.2". They've also .hll;~ theq; §trange, broke:g. 
low point$ like "Silent Hill 4: The .Rooill '. SilentHill 5: 
Homecqming" is in a weird state of limbo, being one of 

the best and one of the worst in theseriestbus far. ·-, •, ,.,,._ .. : .. ,.:;;;%:' 

'fh¢$!Ory is very much like th~"§tory of"Jacol) '$ 

I:adder.'lnYo~ play through J ta· veteran of war \vho 
refums ho ··· find out thap1i · brother disappeared 

and His fa is dead. So €Wster is circling 

around the plot.that doesn'tsee ·@.normal, even for 
a ."Silent 1-µl!lf gap].e;'.fhat i:;gro,e,thmg sfuister.Js the topic 

of whether or not you're a§tµalJy alive whl~i trying to 
survive this little slice of Hell on Earth. ~ 

Gameplay is done in a very new way compared 

to the. games of the series. Gopversations have been 

adapted into trees, like those in"Mass Effect. '' Diffe.i;e.n,t 

branches/responses will garner different r~ctiu;s. T~~Y 

will also have different effects.on gameplay, depending 

on J10~.you treat the characters. One of the things that 

people both ]Qved and hated was the fact that the 

f controls w~re revamped. to be more fluid and 

al than in earlier games. Rather than combat controls 

ing like you're someone who ''.l<1crgely survives on 

umbJuck1 ypu'.Je playing a soldier/sq it would only be 
·- -~--~ ~ 

natural that you•~ at least know how to fight. Still, this 

made thing&flbiteasy to play th.(ough, f\Ud that could be 
ou can als-0 better survey your surroundings, 

erit and camer.awork are controlled with the 

analog cfisrather than being locked in certain places. 

There is also the ability to look at the world in first-person 

view. 

Music and sound are usually the high points of 

the series. The music has been suffering a bit since 1!1ey 
started incorporating lyrics, forcing put the ell}otidµqf 

certaiµ ;songs. Also quite a bit of the soundtrack ten~ to 

sound Jjke variations on the general score .£or. tlacob 's 
Ladder:~i' Stite, ';;it d A.kira Yatiiaokais .stilt a 

. just doesg)J wor 

songs thathave lyrics. The sound design and the acoustics 

of tbeJihvironments are creepy, ~ they usually were. 

Visuals are both a high point and low point 

for the series. The visuals can be beautiful, but in some 

ways they are nowhere near '' gen" graphics. The 

environments are huge" Thy.,dy'g world when it 
, shifts to hell and regenerating orgeous and 

Fog effects 

almost on par with the ighting effects ' 

are getting better and 

Character animatio . 

Monster anin;~ti0tJ,f 
they are aboii~ 'on p JlentHill .3 '." Soni'etirnes 

it works. isual al:!t!:osp4ere is still pretty 'creepy as 
:,,=:::e,·=t;CC;/ 
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Year after year, thousands of college students 
flock to the same hotspots in search of the "ultimate spring 
break," a concept that seems restricted to boozing in the 
sun until a mild form of amnesia manifests. Las Vegas, 
south Florida and _Cancun all conjure up images of endless 
parties and even lengthier bills. If you're not into stifling 
crowds, the harsh spotlight of "Girls Gone Wild" cameras, 
and huge price markups on everything from hotels to flip­
flops though, the options may seem limited at first. For 
some people, the secret to a great spring break lies in going 
against the grain and avoiding the top destinations. Here 
are some alternatives so you can party it up and actually 
relax come March. 
On the Road 

The best part about traveling by car is freedom. 
You do not even need a definite destination. Some of the 
best spring break trips start with a car, a map (GPS is nice, 
but not always the most reliable), and the notion that driving 
south will lead you to warmer climes. Although to be fair, 
planning usually goes hand in hand with saving money. A 
good way to save on lodging is to work connections. Look 
through your friends list on Facebook or ask your dad's 

by Michelle Jacobson 
Features Editor 

It isn't rare to see Chad Codak, a senior finance major, 
sitting in the Student Union cafeteria using his laptop or 
greeting friends in the halls ofNortheastern Illinois University 
on any given day. 

As the Chair of the International Business Conference, 
he has been on campus a lot lately getting everything ready 
for the conference on March 2 and 3. I had the opportunity 
to sit down with Codak to talk about the conference and his 
experiences at NEIU. 
MJ: What organizations have you been involved with? 
CC: Intervarsity Christian fellowship , Life Catholic Students, 
Financial ManagementAssociation, Marketing Club, Business 
and Management Club, APEX, Student Government .. . just to 
name a few. 
What are you most involved with right now? 
The International Business Conference. I'm the chair of that 
and that I've been working on it for a year and a half. It 's two 
weeks away and I'm really pumped up. 
Could you explain what the conference is about? 
Sure. The International Business Conference brings 
executives, CEOs, vice presidents of various businesses, 
public administrations like . government agencies, to 
Northeastern. And they're all focused on Latin American 
business transactions. The vice president for UPS is coming. 
Basically they're here to instruct all students, not just business 
students, about the opportunities of employment in the 
business world, what they do in their jobs, how they impact 
global economy and what they think about the future . 
So what does your job entail? 
What doesn't it entail might be easier. Coordinator of the 
conference. Scheduling. Communication. I've learned more 
by taking on this responsibility, as far as marketing classes 
go, as far as management classes go, as far as finance classes 
go, as far as accounting classes go, than I have in any of my 
actual classes. If you could just imagine the knowledge you 
gain from something like this, I'd compare it to an intensive 
internship over the course of a year. It 's just phenomenal 
things, like just last week, delegating responsibilities to 
individuals. There is a core group of committee members, 
there's six ofus, who have different tasks and responsibilities. 
Like one person right now is completely in charge of speaker 
and speaker introductions, and if I find people who are 
interested, I send that information to her. It takes a little 
burden off myself because, I gotta admit, last month I was not 
sleeping through the night, tossing and turning, just worrying 
about everything. I sat down with one of the advisers and 
kinda explained to him what I'm going through and he just 
said 'you know, I don't think you ' re delegating enough.' So 
that was a thing that I learned from this process is that other 
people are there to help out on the committee, they are there 
because they wanna help, so give them something to do. I 
have a person in charge of all the food requirements. I have 
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friend's aunt if you and your friends can crash for free 
while on the road. The best road trips are ones that take into 
account the trippers' interests, not necessarily what's hot 
for Spring Break 2009. Are you into music_? Why not stop 
to pay respects to the King in Memphis, or travel along the 
Mississippi delta to discover the roots of blues? Or maybe 
you want to mix things up and visit the Grand Canyon after 
you're all partied out in Las Vegas. The possibilities are 
endless. There is a lot to see outside the big cities and the 
trip itself can be the best adventure of your spring break. 
Fun In The Sun 

What do South Padre Island, Texas, Panama City, 
Fla. and Caho San Lucas, Mexico have in common? The 
answer is relatively low prices, sunny beaches and insane 
nightlife. Another thing they have in common is a complete 
lack of character or individuality. These touristy spots 
exist almost exclusively for the parties, and sightseeing is 
limited to bright club signs and scantly clad tourists atjam­
packed beaches. If you are looking for a beachy spot where 
you can do more than drink and tan, Miami, Fla. and San 
Juan, Puerto Rico . are both great options. For astonishing­
diversity in culture, shopping, architecture and gastronomy, 
it doesn't get much better than Miami, and San Juan's mix 
of Latin dance clubs with a historic city backdrop is truly 
unique. South Beach has by far the best nightlife in Miami 

a person in charge of all my hall set-ups. 
Somebody's in charge of promotional 
materials, Independent advertising, 
flyers, pamphlets. The list goes on. It's 
overwhelming. 
So any big plans for after the 
conference? 
Not doing the International Business 
Conference. Not worrying about it. But 
you know what, you can't. You can't just 
stop. You do have to debrief. One thing 
that I want to do with the core committee 
is to, the week after, get together and just 
write notes. What was bad? What was 
good? What can change for next year? 
Not we personally because most ofus will 
be graduating but for our successors. A 
unique thing that I wanted to do is to write 
a personal letter of reflection to whoever's 
replacing .us and just give them a heads 
up. 
So you will be graduating ... 
In May. Hopefully. Fingers crossed. 
What are your plans for after 
graduation? 
Not graduate school right away. I'm in 
the GMAT test prep course right now, but 
I'm planning on taking the GMAT after 
graduation. I heard the score's good for 
five years, so hopefully in three years I'll 
be in graduate school. But after graduation 
hopefully look for a position somewhere. 
My interest is teaching personal finance 
to the individual, so I can maybe do 
community college teaching sessions. 
I'm working right now at the Chicago 
Park District as an intern in finance. So I 
really don't know, but what I really desire 
is to just help people with their finances . 
Not really go in the corporate direction. 
ht your years here, what had been your 
most memorable moment? 
The first thing that popped in my mind was g1vmg the 
commencement speech at graduation. I was just excited to 
get the opportunity and I think I'm probably the only non­
graduating senior to give a commencement speech. And just 
to explain the situation behind that, it switches every year. 
So this year, the College of Education will be presenting 
their student to speak, and the prior semester I was chosen 
because I wouldn't get the opportunity to speak at my own 
graduation. 
What would you say to the student body of Northeastern 
if you could give them any kind of advice? 
When you're a freshman, worry about your studies. See 
if college is right for you. For some people, it's not. It 's 
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and can get pricey. You can save money by staying a few 
minutes away in Miami Beach or further inland into Miami 
proper. Hostels are only a good deal for small groups. The 
parties at both spots are beyond comparison and have the 
added bonus that the locals-to-spring-breakers ratio will 
maintain a healthy balance. 
Alternative Travel 

Sure, volunteering in sunny Costa Rica sounds 
appealing, but how do you get there? Most alternative break 
organizers will provide you with food and lodging at your 
destination, but they will not cover your travel expenses. 
Fortunately, there are plenty of volunteering opportunities 
close to home. Nonprofit organizations like United Way 
and Habitat for Humanity offer opportunities to work in the 
U.S. Gulf Coast and be a part of the rebuilding effort there. 
For nature fans, the American Hiking Society plans trips 
on which volunteers can spend time in some of the most 
beautiful parks and forests in the country while helping 
revitalize hiking trails and campgrounds. Alternative 
spring breaks have seen an enormous rise in popularity in 
the past several years, especially among college students. 
These trips offer a chance to travel and get to know a place 
in a much deeper way than regular tourism allows, as well 
as the opportunity to do something valuable and kind for 
others. 

unfortunately a true reality. When you're a sophomore, get 
involved in one club or maybe two, not officer positions. Just 
do something. When you're a sophomore, learn about what's 
on campus. When you 're a junior, become an officer. Take 
that step. Be a leader. Try something. Go to the Student 
Activities Leadership Exchange program. Go to networking 
opportunitie_s. There's things to do on campus. Everybody 
says, 'Oh, it's a commuter campus, nothing happens. ' That's 
completely a lie. There's a lot of things to do. There 's talent 
shows, music recitals .. . there's so much to do that students 
just don't take advantage of. As a junior and an officer of a 
club of your choice, don't spread yourself too thin, because 
remember that studies are still important. As a senior, try to 
get an internship and try to wean yourself out of clubs, because 
you're gonna have to eventually go out of Northeastern . 



14 

by David Mosher 
Online Editor 

Its fun to think of what 
college may have been like 
years ago. ] 0 years, 20 years, 
or even longer. Colleges have 
been around a long time, and as 
they hav~ evolved, so too has the 
technology that surrolJnds them. 

Did our parents message 
each other over Facebook to 
find out when they could study 
together? Did a ''25 Things" 
note initiate that spark of interest 
that later led to your birth? I'm 
guessing not, but you' re still here 
anyway. 

I can only begin to 
extrapolate what may have 
occurred on campuses decades 
ago, but it is interesting to look 
around at the present. 

Study groups meet in 
chat rooms. Text messages for 
possiblelunchlocations.Facebook 

messages for eyerything from 
complaining about professors 
to letting everyone know you'll 
be attending an NEJU Stage 
Theatre event. ~ 

Facebo.ok -i Indeed, .. 
has become such an integral ~ 
part of campus life that it '} 
has evolved from a noun into ~ 

a verb. · "Facebook me" is a ~ 
rather common saying in many f 
classrooms. 8 

It's hard to say if ~ 
we're better or worse off than -!l 
leaving messages, on eac.h 
other's answering machines. 
Surely it allows us to schedule 
meetings and discuss homework 
more quickly and efficiently than 
ever befon:i. But is the time saved 
overshadowed by the time lost? 

While many J;iave 
undoubtedly used Facebook or 
MySpace for the activities listed 
above, the sites are also' use,d for 
more than that. Much more. 

Gdn•llh• 
$15,000" 
tna.p , ...... 
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Did you hear that Kelly ' 
broke up with Drew? He found 
out through Facebook! Or that 
Samantha likes mustard on grilled 
cheese sandwiches, according to 
her "25 Random Things About 
Me" note? What exactly are 
we discussing here? Are these 
meaningful uses of our time? Can 
I write an entire paragraph with 
question mJrks? 
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The answer is 4f And in 
addition to that, I'd venture to say 
no, these are not complete wastes 
of our time.· 

What Facebook does 
on a Web site is what has been 
going on for generat(ons and 
generations, just in a different · 
form. 1 highly doubt our parents 
didn't have some way of wasting 
time together, discussing th~ 

latest gossip at the soda pop stop. 
We just do it through computers 
as well as face-to-face. 

So don't feel too bad if 
you're procrastinating a little bit 
on that term' paper. We all do it; 
you're not alone. It only becomes 
a problem if you end up not 
turning that term paper in. And 
that's your own fault anyway, not 

· Facebook's. 

.o ocuo 
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UrbanAstr 
by Nicki Timian 
Staff Writer 

It's a commonly heard complaint for would-be 
urban star-gazers: with the amount of light pollution in a big 
metropolitan area, especially one the size of Chicago, it's 
impossible to see any stars. While it is true that most stars get 
overwhelmed by the amount oflight that is in an average night 
sky here in the city, it might be surprising to find out that it can 
often be much easier for a beginning urban astronomer to find 
cosmological objects in the sky. _Why? If you've ever looked 
up while out in the country, you probably noticed that there 
are a LOT of stars out there. In fact, there are so many that 
even if you use a star chart, it might be harder for a beginner 
to find even iconic constellations like the Big Dipper. In 
Chicago, though, the light pollution only allows the brightest 
stars to shine, making constellations fairly easy to find. You 

•c:11·■: ..... · ,.. •• m ra•• 

don't even need a telescope to see some 
really interesting objects. 

This month, Venus is a very 
prominent object high in the southwestern sky. 
If you're on the NEIU campus, all you have to do is 
look above the Library after twilight. The planet will 
most likely be the brightest object in the sky besides the 
moon, but wait a moment to make sure it's not an incoming 
airplane. When you're sure it's not moving, pat yourself on 
the 1:iack. You've just found the second planet from the sun! 

Venus was named after the Roman goddess o'r love, 
though conditions on the planet are anything but lovely. At 
one time it was thought to be Earth's 'twin,' and some early 
scientists even proposed the idea that there could be life on it. 
They didn't know it at the time, but Venus is a very unlikely 
place to look for life. As it turns out, Venus is the 
hottest planet in the Solar System with temperatures 

nearly reaching 900 degrees 
Fahrenheit. This is 

Tim EV£NING SKY :oo:a FEBRJJARY. 2009 
because Venus has 
something called 
the 'runaway -
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greenhouse 
effect' - like Earth, Venus also has 
problems with carbon emissions. Although 
the planet doesn't have to worry about cars 
or factories, Venus is covered in hundreds 
of active volcanoes, which spew sulfur 
and carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, 
trapping heat and making Venus absolutely 
unlivable. It's an important reminder 
of how greenhouse gases can get out of 
control, and something to keep in mind 
about how things could turn out here on 
Earth. 

Another prominent object is the 
constellation Orion, which rises in the south. 
If you're on the NEIU campus, the best 
place to search for it would be in between 
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the PE complex and 
the Library where you 

will have a clearer view 
of the southern sky. Look 

for its iconic 'belt' of three 
stars in a diagonal. Above 
and to the left of the belt, you 

., might notice a really bright 
star, which forms Orion's 

right shoulder. This is 
Betelgeuse (don't be 

worried about the 
spelling - it's 

pronounced 
the same as Michael 

Keaton's Beetle Juice movie), which 
is a red supergiant star. That means that 

if it was right where our sun is, it would be so 
large that its surface would stretch out nearly to 

Jupiter's orbit, swallowing up Mercury, Venus, Earth 
and Mars. Needless to say, it's a REALLY big star. 

On top of being rather large, re~ supergiants also 
have short lives ( only a few million years) and have a tendency 
to end their lives by exploding in an event called a supernova. 
Despite being about 600 million light years away from us, 
when Betelgeuse 'goes supernova', it could possibly be an 
even brighter object in the night sky than the moon. Actually, 
Betelgeuse could have already gone supernova, but because 
it is so far away from us, light from the star takes 600 million 
years to reach us. It is an interesting thought to leave you all 
with - when you look up into the night sky, you are looking 
at light that has taken millions of years to reach you. So in 
effect, you are looking into the past. 

For extra help locating other constellations, you can 
printup this free star chart to get started: http :I /content. telescope. 
com/rsc/img/catalog/lc/starcharts/02Feb09StarChart_clr.pdf 
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