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Page 8 · 

NEWS/TALK 
(Continued from page 6) 

Print: So, I don't really 
know if I should ask you 
what your politics are, but 
I'm curious. You said that 
you have differences with 
the Socialist. .. 

Lopez: Yes. I'll tell you 

"I am not part of the , 
Puerto Rican clan­
destine movement . . 
. I have never been." 

what my plitics are. I believe 
there's nothing to hide. I 
mean, there's not a mystery. 
I've written about most posi­
tions. I went to tlie United 
Nations. I was invited twice 
to the United Nations to 
spea~. I put out my politics 
very clearly, and there's 
nothing to hide. I believe 
that Puerto Rico cannot be 
independent without armed 
struggle. No power in the 
world ever conceded power 
to others without a struggle, 
it's an impossibility. So, I 
believe that that's the road to 
follow. I believe that the 
Puerto Rican people have a 
right to use whatever means 
are necessary to attain their 
independence just as France, 
Occupied' France in 1940, 
could do anything possible 
to get rid of the German in­
vaders. If you tell me that 
the French had a right to 
bomb Nazi Headquarters, to 
bomb N-,zi Companies, then 
Puerto Ricans have the same 

Print: Alright. Well, the 
anesta and convictions in 
Chicago recendy of the 
eleven Puerto Rican ter­

rorists revolved .around the 
bombing issue . .. 

Lopez: The question of 
terrorism is a very delicate 
question. 

Print: Well, we'll call it 
bombing then, we'll call it 
bombing ... 

· Lopez: No. No. We call 
them Freedom Fighters and 
I - if you want to call Gorge 
Washington a terrorist, then 
I will call him a terrorist. I 
mean, you see, it's... _ 

Pritn: I kunclentand it's a 
loaded term. .. 

. Lopez: It is, extremely 
loaded because when you 
tell me' - if you come to my 
house, and you take over my 
house, and then you impose 
your will over me, and tell 
me I have to accept whatever . 
scraps you give me, and I 
have to sit down with my 
arms folded and say, "Yes?" 
Nol You would not do that, 
and I would. not do that. 

Print: Well . .. 
Lopez: and that is the 

samethingthathappenedin 
Puerto Rico. The American 
Forces came -- 16,000 U.S. 
troops came in 1898. Today 
·there are thousands of 
military and paramilitary 
personnel in Puerto Rico, oc­
cupying our land ... 
. Pritn: So, we were talking 

about armed struggle, and 
the recent convictions on 

bombing ( charges), and 
thoae · people were given 
very long terms, like I 
think. .. 

Lopez: Ninety-nine years. 

Print: Alright. When 
these charges were brought, 
I think that I read that they 
were Conspiracy, Sedition, 
and I don't . know if there 
was any violence. I know · 
that they were found near 
C.Ongressman John Porter's 
home. I don't know if he 
wu elected at the time ( or) 
if he 'was a candidate at the 
time. But, they were in a 
van, eleven people, they 
had automatic weapons, I 
believe, and hand grenades, 
and rifles, and they were 
�~� - and, you know, it 
was like a paramilitary, 
commando squad type of 
thing. I'm wondering if 
there was any .- if that's 
what you have in mind 
when you talk about Puerto 
Rican Inclepenclence, that 
kind of thing occurring in 
suburbs of Chicago? 

Lopez: I am saying that · 
the -- in other words, look: 
Puerto Rico is a ,very small 
·country. Armed struggle in 
Puerto Rico could very easily 
be defeated. But because of 
U.S. policies,' almost half of 
t_he population of Puerto 
Rico is in the United States. 
So you extended the borders 
of Puerto Rico to include all 
the areas where Puerto 
Ricans are at. Wherever 
Puerto Ricans are at, they 
have a right to fight for their 
indepenqence" just like any 
people; just like Americans 
who were in London were 
conspiring in · 1776 against 
the British. 

''There is a very big 
difference 'between 
colonial violence and 
the violence ,of the 
oppressor." 

Print: There Weft pre­
vious bombing incidents, 
and I don't .know if anyonw 
wu hurt, was there an ef. 
fort Dade - I ,mean, it 
seems to me that if someone 
lets off a bomb somewhere, 
there's a great possibility of, 
you know, violence, to so-

. meone who possibly would 
not be direcdy involved in 
any kind of information 
about . · the Puerto Rican 
situation, who could just be, 
say, going to the store, go­
ing shopping, or something 
like that. So you would in­
clude all people in this 
country? 

Lopez: First, let me say 
that whatever the clan­
destine movement does is ul­
timately their decision. In 
other ·words, it is totally a 
secret movement. I am not a 
part of the Puerto Rican 
clandestine movement. I 
have never been, and nor do 
I think I ~l ever be, given 
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the circumstances. . . I am 
most effective in the work 
that I have done, which is 
organizing people, which is 
educating people. And .so, I 
couldn't give you a direct 
answer as to w~at measures 
have been taken to ensure 
safety ... But I will say, that 
the Puerto Rican Indepen­
dence Movement is not at 
war with the American Peo­
ple. The Puerto Rican In­
dependence Movement is at 
war with the American 

· Military Establishment and 
the rulers of this country, 
the capitalists. And it is at 
them that the war is aimed. 

Print: Do you have any 
connections with the eleven 
people who were sentenced 
to jail then? Do you know 
them? 

Lopez: I know.them .. : 
Print: Do you think that 

your influence on this issue 
influenced them to ••• 

Lopez: - do what they 
did? 

Print: . . .do what they 
did? . 

Lopez: Nol 
, Print: Do you feel at all 

"I support the right of 
Puerto Rico to be · 
free." 

re90pnsible, in your posi­
tion �~� educationg people, 
with what occurred to 
them? 
. Lopez: Well people make 

decisions. I had nothing to 
do wi~h thei~ making de-, 
cisions about their lives. Ask 
any sutdent. . .whether I 
h~ ever attempted to 
recruit them, to ask of them 
anything beyond what I put 
out as requirements for the. · 
course. Never! Because · I 
would consider that un­
ethical and unprofessional. 

Print: But that's also a 
military approach - well, . 
the militaristic mindset is 
that - is armed struggle . .. 

Lopez. Nol What I'm say­
ing is ... 

Print: . . .and you're in 
favor of armed struggle, 
and that's. in favor of a 
militaristic styly of think-
mg ... 

Lopez. No it is not. 
Absolutely not. You're say­
ing a militaristic -- what you 
equate military ... 
· ·· -Print: . . ·· �~� tbat;s also 

what you're fighting 
against, is the militarism of 

· the United States. 
Lopez.No.Thereisavery 

big difference between col­
onial violence and the 
violence of the oppressor. 
The oppressor can always 
can always stop colonial 
violence. All he has to do is 
give the people thier 
freedom. Tomorrow, the 
LR.A. would stop, if the 
British would pull out. So, it 
is the LR.A. who have to 
stop or it is the British who 
have to· stop? That's a ,very 
simple question. It is not -­
. The Puerto ~cans did not 
create the • conditions · in 
Puerto Rico; The United 
Stattes Government did. So, 
if people make decisions, if 
people make decisions to 
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join the Democratic' Party, 
or they make decisions . to 
join any group, that's their 
decision. My responsibility is 

· to make people think. That 
is all that I see my 
responsibility as being. · 

Print: You are divorcing 
yourself from the eleven 
convicted. .. 

Lopez: No, I am not. I am 
not. I support their 
freedom; · I have spoken at 
the United Nations on their 
freedom; I have been cam­
paigning,. I have spoken 
across this country; I have 
been invited to different un­
iversities, to different forums 
to talk about them. 
Definitely, I support their 
excarceration. I support the 
right of Puerto Rico to be 
free; And their freedom will 
only be guaranteed by the 
struggle of the Puerto Rican 
people. 

Print: Yo.u sound as 
though you are- into the 
Maoist ideology._ 

Lopez: I believe in Marx­
sm. 

Print: .You believe in 
Marxism? -

Lopez: I believe in Marx-
ism. I am a Marxist. 
Definitely. 

Print: AlrighL You are a 
Marxist. But it seems to -me 

. that. .. 
Lopez: -- And what is 

wrong with that? 
Print: . . .that Russia is 

considered the focal point 
of Marxist SUJ>port. •• 

Lopez: Absolutely not. 
· Print: Throughout the 

rest of the world. You don't 
believe that? 

Lopez: Absolutely not. 
Print: Well now, they're 

sending arms to different 
countries around the worl~ 

Lopez: J?<> you know that 
for a fact? 

Print: . . .in opposition to 
American interests. 

Lopez: Do you know that 
for a fact? 

Print: ·r• not speaking 
s~y of El Salvador, 
but I'm speaking of . .. 

Lopez: No,no. No, no. 
Don't use -- You've hot . to 
tell me specifically what 
country. 

Print: The I.R.A. The 
I.R.A. receives arms from 
LibyL .. 

Lopez: Oh, the LR.A. re­
ceives arms from Russia? As 
a matter of fact, they just 
said the LR.A. receives arms 
from the United States. 

"Most of the arms of 
oppressed people are 
gotten from the peo­
p I e who oppress 
them. 1' 

Print: They receive them, 
from wherever they can get: 
them. .. 

Lopez: No, my friend. 
You have to understand one 
thing: Mo~t of the arms of 
most oppressed people are 
gotten from the people who 
oppress them. My brother 
(Osc~ Lopez-Rivera) didn't 
learn about military warlare 
in Russia or in Cuba. He 
learned it in Vietnam. He 
told the judge that. Op­
pressed people don't have to 
go - because they are the 
first ones to go to war, and 
they understand oppression 
when they are faced with 
racist officen, when ll;tey 
are, they are fighting for the 
system of which they are not 
a part. I'm ~minded of a 
sayinf actually a statement 
which Malcolm X made: 
"Sitting at your table, 
without food on my plate, 
does not make me a diner; 
living in America, without 
enjoying its benefits, does 
not make me an American." 

CANYON/DESERT 
~XPLORATION COURSES 

Petroglyphs Panoramas Purposefulness Peacefulness 

The canyon country of southern Utah with its sandstone 
. towers and intimate canyons beckon you to experience a 
c.hange in pace - an extraordinary experience. · 
While backpacking through this rich environment, you 
will explore the ruins of the Anasazi and travel in the 
footsteps of Butch Cassidy. You will learn skills such as 

. campcraft, orienteering and you will also explore yourself 
- learning to meet challenges which you thought impossi­
ble. Our courses· are tough but not beyond reach of 
anyone who tries . . The results for you are pride and , 
self-confidence. 'Canyon/desert courses are offered spring 
and fall. For more information contact: . 

COLORADO OUTWARD BOUND SCHOOL 
Dept. U, 945 Pennsylvania St., Denver, CO 80203 

(303) 837-0880 


