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A display featured in the Chicago History Museum

By Ashley Campbell - Arts & Life Editor

On Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
the Chicago History Museum re-
minded residents that living a free
life can be as much of a struggle as
fighting for one.

On Monday, Jan. 20 2014 the
museum displayed Facing Free-
dom, an exhibit that took audiences
through a series of pictures, audio
and excerpts. The exhibit described
struggles faced by not only African
Americans, but all ethnicities that
have suffered discrimination in the
United States.

“Farmworkers in the 1960s
called several strikes to demand
higher pay and better working
conditions from local grape grow-
ers” in the town of Delano, Calif,,
according to an exhibit graphic.
The graphic on display describes

how workers were made to stand
in hot fields, picking grapes for
hours without a break. “There were
no bathroom facilities. You're paid
very little - about a dollar an hour”

Filipino members of the
Agricultural Workers Organiz-
ing Committee joined forces with
Latino members of the National
Farm Workers Association in 1966
to form the United Farm Workers
(UFA). In their effort to fight for
equality, “together they pushed for
contracts with powerful California
growers-a nearly impossible feat-by
staging a nationwide grape boy-
cott”

“Even though slavery was le-
gally abolished in the 1860, the
vestiges of the enslavement of

African Americans run deep

and gave rise to the freedom move-
ment that Dr. King helped lead in
the 1960%,” commented Dr. Con-
rad Williams, Director of the Car-
ruthers Center for Inner City Stud-
ies (CCICS). “The issues of that era
still plague American public policy
today”

Rufus Wood, a CMT major at
NEIU, believes that, “We have to
understand what freedom really is.
Freedom is not a physical thing.
Freedom is an idea - an idea that
I can do certain things because I
choose to do certain things.”

In reference to facing freedom
today, “I have to pull myself up by
my bootstraps and do something,’
said Wood. “Sometimes people of
color rely too heavily on what’s hap-
pened in the past”

FACING FREEDOM

“As we consider the idea of fac-
ing freedom in 2014, we must do
so in three strands,” said Kimberly
Everett, Director of African Ameri-
can Resource Center. “We have to
honor, critique, and celebrate the
historical struggle against oppres-
sion of all sorts that people of color
in this country have overcome.”

Jerome Howard, an Econom-
ics major at NEIU, agrees that it
is “honoring the past while facing
obstacles of success” that is most
important.

“Secondly, we must continually
reflect upon and assess our current
circumstances and not rest on the
hard fought gains of the past,” said
Everett. “Lastly, but certainly not
least, we must have the courage to
imagine and work toward a brighter

future free of the power dynamics
we have come to know as ‘normal.”

Facing Freedom allows audi-
ences to position themselves be-
tween American’s past and its fu-
ture.

The Chicago History Mu-
seum holds commemorative days
throughout the year. According
to the museum website, Sunday,
Feb. 16 2014 “offers a valuable op-
portunity for all of us to reflect on
the meaning of our constitutional
rights and corrosive effects of rac-
ism and wartime hysteria,” as the
Day of Remembrance is celebrated
by city residents.
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Under Their Watch

By Ashley Campbell - Arts & Life Editor

School shootings and violence
by peers are fears all too common
among students, staff and faculty
alike.

After the recent Purdue Uni-
versity shooting, “you tend to real-
ize that random acts of violence can
happen at any school,” said Mike
Bowen, a Communications major
at Northeastern Illinois University.

From the Columbine shooting
in 1999 to the Sandy Hook tragedy
in 2012, NEIU’s Police, Emergency
Management Team, and Behavioral
Concerns Team (BCT) work to-
gether to revise and update campus
procedures so that the university is
always prepared for any emergency.

The Emergency Management
Team is “responsible for preparing
for emergencies, handling emer-
gencies and putting the university
in a situation where we can recover
from an emergency, said NEIU
Chief Office, Jim Lyons.

“Out of the Emergency Man-
agement Team we developed the
Behavioral Concerns Team,” said
Lyons.

The BCT was set up in response
to the Virginia Tech shooting in
2007. Virginia Tech shooter Seung-
Hiu Cho “was having some behav-
ioral problems,” explained Lyons.
“The Behavioral Concerns Team
tries to gather all of [the] informa-
tion on a particular person who
may be exhibiting behavioral con-
cerns.”

“The BCT looks into every
report we receive, said Veronica
Rodriguez, the BCT’s Student
Leadership Development represen-
tative. “A concern would be when a
person(s) safety may be at risk”

Sharron Evans of Student Ac-
tivities, Paul Kruszynski of Univer-
sity Police and Christina Asidao of
Student Health & Counseling Ser-

vices are also BCT representatives.

“It's not strictly for students,
Lyons pointed out. “If we have a
situation where it’s somebody from
staff or faculty, we'll bring in some-
one from Human Resources.”

Once a report is received by the
BCT, the case is reviewed and a de-
cision is made on how to approach
the situation, said Rodriguez. “This
can be a conduct hearing, a coun-
seling referral, police action or just
documentation of the case) said
Rodriguez.

What’s most important is that
the behavior is dealt with in a uni-
fied manner, said Lyons.

NEIU also has a Campus Vio-
lence Prevention Committee that
reports to The Emergency Manage-
ment Team, said Lyons. “Theyre
responsible for getting information
out to the university community
about how to prevent violence and
educational opportunities in an ef-
fort to prevent violence on campus,”
explained Lyons.

Students should be familiar
with N-Alert, said Lyons. “N-Alert
encompasses a couple types of com-
munication. First is the primary
emergency notification system, and
that is our emergency loudspeak-
ers all over campus and message
boards,” said Lyons.

“What University Police does,”
explained Lyons, “we have active
shooter training that our officers go
through on a pretty regular basis.”

Usually anytime the university
is closed for a holiday or long break,
we take the opportunity to utilize
one of the buildings on campus
while it’s empty for active shooter
training, said Lyons.

Lyons explained that even the
training procedures that officers
undergo on campus have changed
over the years.

Northeastem
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EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
AND SAFETY INFORMATION
Local Emergency Response (Police and Fire} 811

Public Safety - Emergency 773-442-5511
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Utility Failure
Tornado/ Severe Weather
Medical Emergencies
Explosions
Fire Response
Building Evacuation Procedures

Chemical Spill / Hazardous Materials incident

Earthquake
Bomb Threats or Suspicious Objects
Crime Prevention
Safety / Escort Servies
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Psycheiogmai Gr:sss / Suicida Threat

Flip charts containing NEIU’s emergency procedures are

located in each classroom

After Sandy Hook, Univer-
sity Police purchased long guns,
or AR15S, so that the department
would be equipped with proper
weapons in the event that an ac-
tive shooter is armed heavily, said
Lyons.

“Were learning how to deal
with this better each time some-
thing happens,” said Lyons. “Things

are evolving”
Flip charts are located in each
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classroom for more information on

NEIU’s emergency operations plan.
University Police is “always willing
to talk to anyone who needs more
information,” said Lyons. “The big-
gest thing is thinking about these
things before they actually unfold”

SGA’s Progressive Steps

By Emmanuel Gonzalez - Staff Writer

For the first time in Student
Government Association’s (SGA)
history, there will be representa-
tives from El Centro and Car-
ruthers Center for Inner City Stud-
ies (CCICS) campuses.

These representatives will be
granted a seat in Senate and go
through the same election process
as the current senators. For the sake
of obtaining immediate represen-
tation of these campuses, a repre-
sentative from each campus will
temporarily fill the current empty
seats of Senate for the remainder
of spring 2014 semester. These new

senators shall be appointed by SGA
President Ashor Jajou and will have
to go through Senate approval. In
the upcoming semester, SGA plans
to create a bylaw that adds two new
Senate seats to the original 16 that
will be reserved for representatives
from each campus.

Although the election process
of these new senators will follow
SGA'’s usual procedure, the election
process as a whole will be going
through a complete makeover. With
the introduction of CollegiateLink
to Northeastern Illinois University
(NEIU), many clubs and organiza-

tions are now using it to create a
more efficient online community.
SGA has created a public page that
will display everything it has been
up to, and will be accessible to every
student. Student elections will now
be held and maintained through
this public domain on Collegiate-
Link.

Senators Brenda Bedolla and
Samuel Han presented a petition
at the SGA meeting of Jan. 21. This
petition is free for anyone to sign
and it is a response to freezes and
drops of class sections that have a
lack of enrollment. The primary in-

tention of this petition is to create
awareness of the situation to stu-
dents. It is not proposing a change,
but asking petitioners if they agree
that it has negatively affected the
student body.

The SGA also plans to create
shirts for each government mem-
ber. While they might have looked
like ordinary students before, the
senators will become more identi-
fiable with the new shirts. This of-
fers other students the opportunity
to easily approach SGA members
when seeing them around campus.
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R.I.P. Net Neutrality

Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

By Wojtek Warias - Staft Writer

The Courts ruling could have major affects on internet usage

Verizon has finally got the court
ruling it has wanted on Jan. 14,
2014, when the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals denied the Federal Commu-
nications Commission’s (FCC) rule
to keep the Internet equal.

The Court of Appeals decided
that it was no longer a necessity
to keep Internet service providers
from blocking Web traffic, which
could cause a chain reaction of
increased costs on various Inter-
net based charges. The appeal has
already caused several responses
from Internet media providers like
Netflix, which has issued an official
statement about Verizon’s push for
the ruling.

The statement by Netflix comes
off as anything but positive, show-
ing the company’s evident disap-
pointment of the ruling. The video
streaming giant pointed out that it
may be able to have them pay ad-
ditional fees to keep their service at
the same premium level, but if this
were the case, it would encourage
supporters to protest the change.

NPRs digital culture corre-
spondent Laura Sydell had also
pointed out that this very well may
cause Netflix to raise its monthly
charge from the usual $7.99 in or-
der to pass off the costs on to users,
due to the ruling.

This ruling is nothing new, as
there has been evidence of Comcast
throttling Internet traffic back in

2007, according to Sydell. Comcast
had slowed down BitTorrent’s Web
traffic, as it is a competitor of the
service provider.

BitTorrent allows wusers to
download many forms of media,
including music and movies for free
albeit illegally. Comcast saw this as
a business threat, thus they took
action to stagnate the competitor’s
traffic. When the FCC responded
to the traffic slowdown, it had been
taken to court by Comcast and was
defeated, thus separating the FCC’s
regulation of Internet service and
phone service as two different bod-
ies.

While this new ruling has in-
cited negative feedback, there have
been some positive points made by
the FCC’s chairman Tom Wheeler.

Wheeler stated that it may keep
them from abusing certain compa-
ny’s powers; it will not bar the FCC
to keep from dealing with a compa-
ny on a more one-on-one basis that
deals with, what the FCC deems as
illegal, behavior.

Harold Feld, of the non-profit
Public Knowledge, had also point-
ed out that the FCC could use their
regulatory powers to reinstate In-
ternet services under different
classifications, as well as regulate
smaller media providers, like Netf-
lix, to keep from being blocked or
throttled by giant Internet service
providers like Verizon.

SOTU: Addressing Americans’

Future

By Leslie Diaz - Staff Writer

Viewing the State of the Union Address on Youtube

President Barack Obama ad-
dressed many popular controver-
sies in his State of the Union speech
delivered on Jan. 28, 2014.

The first among these con-
troversies was the federal budget
dilemma. President Obama men-
tioned that Congress had come up
with alternatives to some of the cuts
that had been made from education
funds. The president added that it
is possible to increase benefits of
Americans and simultaneously re-
duce federal debt.

President Obama stressed that
the White House is working tire-
lessly to ensure equality in the
United States. He made references
to class equality as well as marriage
equality. The president stated that
it is not acceptable that women are
still not paid as much as men are
paid. President Obama proposed
that new policies be implemented
to benefit and protect women in the
workforce and that opposing poli-
cies will be abolished.

“With the economy picking
up speed, companies say they in-
tend to hire more people this year;’
said Obama. “And over half of big
manufacturers say they’re thinking
of insourcing jobs from abroad.”

He proposed that the White
House come up with better alterna-
tives to end holding jobs in other

countries. He also added that the
government should stop making it
difficult for businesses that contrib-
ute to the American workforce to
be successful (referring to taxes that
businesses pay).

In regards to immigration,
“Independent economists say im-
migration reform will grow our
economy and shrink our deficits by
almost $1 trillion in the next two
decades,” said Obama.

President Obama emphasized
the importance of energy conserva-
tion and independence. The United
States has depended less on oil from
other countries due to increased
use of natural gas. He also said that
the United States has made progress
in becoming the most advanced
country in terms of using solar and
alternative energy more efficiently.

The president also explained
plans in regards to the compromise
in progress with Afghanistan. “If
the Afghan government signs a se-
curity agreement that we have ne-
gotiated, a small force of Americans
could remain in Afghanistan with
NATO allies to carry out two nar-
row missions: training and assisting
Afghan forces and counterterror-
ism operations to pursue any rem-
nants of al-Qaida,” said Obama.

The Affordable Care Act was
said to have been effective for many

Americans. President Obama has
shared no plans to repeal any ele-
ment of it.

“Let’s not have another 40-
something votes to repeal a law
that’s already helping millions of
Americans like Amanda, said
Obama. Amanda Shelley was one
of the guests President Obama
brought along to help illustrate
some of the points in his speech.

The nations issues were ad-
dressed further in the official Re-
publican response by Rep. Cathy
McMorris Rodgers, R-Wash.

“The President talks a lot about
income inequality;” she said. “The
real gap we face today is one of op-
portunity inequality. And with this
administration’s policies, that gap
has become far too wide” She cri-
tiqued the president on issues such
as the implantation of the Afford-
able Care Act, the unemployment
rate, and government spending.

The nation as a whole took to
social media platforms and dis-
cussed the many issued addressed
throughout the night. The hashtag
#SOTU was used to tag posts on
Twitter. According to the Wash-
ington Wire, 1.7 million tweets we
reported under #SOTU.

Police Blotter

The following is a January report
based on the police reports from the
NEIU police, the Independent will
publish the police blotter every other
issue. This dates for this blotter is
from Jan. 4 until Jan. 29.

Seven accounts of motor vehi-
cle offense of suspended or revoked
license occurred. Out of the seven,

two received moving violations but
all cases have a pending court date.
All accounts occurred within dis-
tance of the main campus.

Seven accounts of theft of $300
and under, all cases involved unat-
tended personal items such as book
bags, cell phones, wallet and a front
bike tire. All seven incidents are ad-
ministratively closed.

Two criminal damage of prop-
erty incidents occurred. One in-
volved an unknown offender that
cut the rope to the U.S flag in front
of a building at the Carruthers
Center for Inner City Studies
(C.CILC.S) campus. The other in-
cident involved graffiti in the men’s
bathroom by an unknown offender
in the main campus library. Both

cases are administratively closed.

Two other accounts are admin-
istratively closed; one involved a
fire alarm incident in the daycare
by the main campus. The other was
a traffic accident in the parking ga-
rage with no injury.

A court date is pending for an
offender that has an in-state war-
rant; offender was found at a traf-

fic stop. An account of disturbance -
fighting occurred in the PE Com-
plex, a verbal altercation over one
subject’s dance moves. Peace is re-
stored.

An account of reckless condu:
is under investigation. The subje«
was questioned regarding bringing
a BB gun to campus. Incident oc-
curred in the H-building.
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A map of the European Union

For the last seven years,
European countries have been
struggling with one of the most
challenging financial collapses of
the last decades. Yet by the end of
2013, worldwide media, driven

by improving growth rate, started
to spread optimistic economic
forecasts.

There’s nothing but numbers to
clarify the present condition. Be-
fore the economic crisis, between

1995 and 2007, Europe was observ-
ing a steady growth, an annual av-
erage rate of 2.4 percent. While in
the period between 2000 and 2012,
real GDP per capita decreased to
0.9 percent per year, on average.
European Union’s sustainable

| development strategies have man-
| aged to control the worst effects of
| the financial collapse and stabi-

lized GDP per capita in 2010 and

- 2011. However, the following 2012
| brought a 0.6 percent decrease and

caused pessimistic moods about

. Europe’s future again.

The increasing number of

» people at risk of poverty or social

exclusion has again started to grow
dramatically since 2008 - up to
24.4 million in 2012. This meant
that one-fourth of Europeans have
experienced monetary poverty,
severe material deprivation or lack
of access to jobs. The employment
rate fell particularly among young
and men.

Spain reached the worst un-
employment rate in the Eurozone
and one of the highest levels of
youth unemployment among the
western countries. More than 5.2
million people did not hold a job,
one-third of those were below 30

years old.

A housing bubble, similar to
the one that took place in US, and
large debts on a regional level,
forced new government to under-
take serious austerity measures.

Drastic cuts in social care and
a sudden decrease of quality of life
resulted in protests and popular
dissatisfaction with the present
system.

It was three years ago when 6.5
million Spaniards gathered on the
streets and started the movement
known as the 15-M, or Indigna-
dos Movement (named after May
15 2011), that has spread over
Europe and the US. Young people
expressed their frustration and
fueled the hopes for political and
economic reform of millions of
Europeans.

Greece, Portugal and Italy were
different. All of those countries had
way too much debt to overcome
constantly worsening economic
situation., And ,according to
International Monetary Fund data,
the unemployment rate during the
last 33 years has never been higher
than today.

More than 58 percent of people
under 25 have no job. Greece can't

stand more cuts in the budget,
especially in those most important
sectors like healthcare, already cut
by almost 50 percent.

In December, the Greek parlia-
ment approved a stimulus program
that would mean a significant
policy reversal.

Today the economic forecasts
are optimistic; IMF is projecting
economic growth for 2014.

According to Eurostat, the
Euro area (consisting of 17 coun-
tries) GPD grew by 0.1 percent,
and the 28 European Union
countries grew by 0.2 percent in
the third quarter of 2013. This was
the first time the region has growth
since 2011 and signiﬁed the end of
recession.

There have been many differ-
ent, and often extreme, changes
in European governments. Italy
has already observed first signs of
an improving economy under the
Mario Monti’s government, but it’s

hard to predict his future decisions.

Even though the numbers are
promising, economists remain
skeptical and talk about slow
improvement rather than dynamic
development.

Israel Calling

By Matthew Greenberg - Sports Editor

Taglit-Birthright Israel pro-
gram has expanded its eligibility to
include people who had been on
an organized trip to Israel prior to
turning 18. Now, people ages 18-26
can take advantage of Taglit-Birth-
right Israel’s offer for a free 10-day
trip to Israel, regardless of trips
taken during high school or before.

Effective Feb. 19, 2014, the
basic eligibility guidelines for
Birthright require participants to
have completed high school, be
between the ages of 18-26, and be
of Jewish decent by having at least
one Jewish parent or having previ-
ously converted to Judaism. Any-
one who has been to Israel as part
of a study program, educational or
touring group before they were 18
years old is eligible. Anyone who
has been to Israel as part of a study
program, educational or touring
group when they were 18 or older
is not eligible.

Taglit-Birthright Israel is a
program founded in 2000 with the
intention of bringing young Jews
to Israel in order to provide an
educational opportunity to connect
with their Jewish heritage and Is-
raeli culture. Over 350,000 people
worldwide have gone on Birth-
right, and the program anticipates
reaching over 50 percent of Jewish
young adults across the world by
2019.

So why the change in policy?
In an interview with JNS.org,
Birthrights Vice President of In-
ternational Marketing, Noa Bauer,
said, “I think everybody thought
about [the change in eligibility
guidelines] for many years, and
everybody wanted to have it

“It was a matter of funding,
and we realized over the years that
people that have been to Israel
again have more confidence for
talking about Israel, and geopoli-
tics, and anything pertaining to

Israel after visiting with Birthright
Israel,” Bauer said. “I think were
one of the best platforms to do that
for college students.”

In fact, some Northeastern
Ilinois University (NEIU) students
have already taken advantage of
this. Ilana Ostro, NEIU alumna
and former president of the NETU
Hillel Jewish Student organization,
said, “For me, I felt a bit closer to
God and I started to get more in
touch with my Jewish culture much
more.”

Birthright is operated through
approximately 20 accredited trip
organizers per winter and summer
sessions. Participants can browse
various options and ask trip orga-
nizers particular questions about
how the trip will be formatted,
including the level of observation
for Shabbat and other holidays.

Every Birthright trip follows
a basic itinerary, which includes
Israeli tour guides leading groups
through the old city of Jerusalem,
the Western Wall, Masada and the
Dead Sea. Groups also travel across
Israel to cities such as Tel Aviv,
Haifa and Eilat.

According to birthrightisrael.
com, “Most Taglit-Birthright Israel
trips are geared for the less in-
volved or less knowledgeable Jews.
Learning about the Jewish State of
Israel will involve learning some
Jewish practices and customs in a
welcoming and learning environ-
ment. Most trips have participants
with a variety of Jewish back-
grounds.”

For more information about
registration eligibility, trip organiz-
ers, itineraries and general queries
for Taglit-Birthright Israel’s free
10-day trip to Israel, visit birth-
rightisrael.com. Registration for
the summer 2014 session opens
Feb. 19, 2014.

Shop owner demonstrates merchandlse in local Jerusalem market
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Blisstul Ignorance with Damning Facts

By Christian Nivilinszky - ContributingWriter

Global Warming and Climate
Change has been under fire for the
last 15 years in America, accused
of being a false conclusion of the
scientific community around the
world.

Regardless of what the scientific
consensus is, millions of Americans
still doubt the existence of Global
Warming and Climate Change.
Global Warming is the rapid warm-
ing of our planet caused by a great
extent of greenhouse gases such as
C02 (carbon dioxide) becoming
trapped in our atmosphere.

This trapping of CO2 gradually
warms the planet each year until a
major climatic change will occur
that could threaten life on Earth.
Events such as flooding, melting
glaciers, and drought are believed
to be possible results.

The release of C02 into the at-
mosphere has increased dramati-
cally since the industrial revolution.
And since the expanding global in-
dustry needs resources such as coal
and gas for energy, the problem of
global warming will only escalate.

Scientific proof hasn’t
failed to show evidence to prove

global warming and climatic chang-
es. According to NASA, “Earth-
orbiting satellites and other tech-
nological advances have enabled
scientists to see the big picture, col-
lecting many different types of in-
formation about our planet and its
climate on a global scale”

Polar ice core records, earth
orbiting satellites, and melting
glaciers tell the tale of dramatic
changes. To end the confusion, Cli-
mate Change and Global Warming
don’t mean the same thing. Climate
Change is the direct effect of Global
Warming, which means Climates
around the world will experience
newer weather patterns not prone
to that region, harming any species
living in the area, including people.

Regardless of the scientific basis
for Global Warming, many groups
continue to target Global Warming
with “skepticism” A climatologist,
by the name of Michael Mann, has
begun fighting against such skepti-
cism.

Mann is in the process of suing
a group called Competitive Enter-
prise Institute (CEI) for an article
comparing him to convicted child

molester Jerry Sandusky. The Na-
tional Review has also been sued
by Mann for publishing a defam-
ing article about his research. Mann
claims that his critics have used
information that has already been
proven wrong by the scientific com-
munity.

Even the term “Global Warm-
ing” has been twisted recently to
be upheld as a joke in itself. Scien-
tists since the 1970’s have recorded
global temperatures in a state of
dramatic continuous rise, up un-
til1998 when global temperatures
slowed down and climbed little by
little until present day.

According to Terrell Johnson of
Wunderground, “the slowdown has
prompted climate change skeptics
to claim we're actually in a period
of global “cooling” But the facts re-
main facts in the scientific commu-
nity; Earth’s atmosphere is trapping
in more heat.

It would be strange to think
that almost all scientists who study
climate are lying to themselves and
the public about something that
doesn’t exist. What could possibly
be their goal? Since other scien-

No Dave

Ko Melting

Satellite images of surface melt over

tific ideas have been respected and
agreed upon in modern society
time and time again, why would
science stumble at this point?

Still, enemies of logic and rea-
son will always be the dogs biting at
the heel. Hopefully the acceptance
of Global Warming will spread, and

maybe then nations, industries,
and ordinary people can take more
steps for a healthier Earth for all of
us and our future generations to
enjoy.

CONFERENCE
IS
COMING...

ALUMNI HALL
MARCH 3-4, 2014
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99 Problems Income Inequality’s 1
By WO_]tCk eras - Staff Writer

Mumbai slums

Whether low or middle
class, money is tight; the poor
are getting poorer while the
rich are only getting richer.
People have dreams, they go
to school, they get a job, and
buy things that they need or
want to survive.

Many want to get rich,
live the easy life, but that just
does not seem like a reality
anymore, nor will it.

According to the British
humanitarian group Oxfam
International, this is true and
it is only getting worse. The
group released a report stat-
ing that about 1 percent of
the world’s population owns
as much as 46 percent of re-
maining population.

The report also stated
that the 85 richest people in
the world have $110 trillion,
which is 65 times as much as

the bottom half of the popu-
lation owns, roughly $1.7
trillion. The $1.7 trillion that
the bottom half owns is less
than 1 percent of the global
wealth coming in at about 0.7
percent.

The staggering differ-
ences between classes have
gotten progressively worse
throughout the last few de-
cades, and it shows no signs
of slowing down.

A study by the Univer-
sity of California, Berkley re-
vealed that 95 percent of the
income gains since 2009 have
gone to the top 1 percent.

Money is not the root of
all evil. Money is man made,
no longer serving but con-
trolling. People are to blame,
hording endless amounts of
money, in dozens of bank ac-
counts, owning so much that

there is no more need but all
want.

Multi-million  houses,
cars, parties, and not a sleep-
less night worrying about
making ends meet, a real-
ity the rest of us have on a
weekly or even daily basis.
Many of the 99 percent spend
countless hours working part
time and full time jobs to pay
off student debts, hoping to
receive that much-coveted
degree that will provide a
decent salary to pay off their
debts.

While the idea of “all
men are created equal” is in-
spirational and a declaration
that this country was built
upon, it is nothing but that,
an idea. The rest of the world
thinks very differently and
inequality is an undefeatable
reality we all have to live.
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Man On the Street

By Jacklyn Nowotnik - Editor-in-Chief and Debbi Rodriguez - Contributing Writer

In this issue of the Independent, we asked members of the NEIU community,
What do you think of all the school closures at NEIU due to weather and how do
you spend those “snow” days?

Barbara Cosentino,
Associate Director of Student
Leadership Development

“I think the weather is so severe that
people who are taking public trans-
portation, or are needing to wait
outside or maybe don’t have proper
winter gear, shouldn’t be traveling
to school anyway. And what am I
doing those days; I have two small
kids, so I'm at home desperately do-
ing all sorts of kid related activities.”

Ashor Jajou, Senior, Social
Work

“If it’s too cold and we can afford it
[to stay home], yes. But I think any-
thing else would be detrimental to
classes. The first two days I rested,
but the last two I worked”

Melanie Betancourt, Sopho-
more, Computer Science

“I think it just bundles up a lot of
work in one day, it’s stressing. I've
been catching up on work”

JoinThe Independent
Vou too can Ge a happy
staff member!

thenciuindependent@g
- FF3-442-45%F

gmail.com

Smart Guns Dumb Solution

By Harry G. Karadimos -

New Jersey legislature put a law
on the books years ago that would
ban the sale of traditional firearms
unless armed with a chip. That chip
would recognize the owner of the
firearm and disable itself, if the gun
fell into hands it didn't belong.

Armatix, a German corpora-
tion, has a futuristic .22-caliber
pistol that comes equipped with a
circuit that interfaces with a com-
panion battery operated RFID
wristwatch, requiring the gun own-
er to type a pin number into it be-
fore the firearm will operate. If the
wristwatch travels more than ten
inches from the pistol, the firearm
disables itself and prevents a child
or thief from using it.

Yardarm Technologies, a Cali-
fornia based company, has a sys-
tem that integrates into the cellular
network. Their system allows a gun
owner to disable a firearm at a dis-
tance and know if their firearms are
being moved. The Yardarm system
acts like a home alarm system and
can even call the police if a gun
owner’s firearms are being stolen.

Boosters for the Yardarm and
Armatix systems are overjoyed at
the presence of these latest tech-

Staff Writer

nologies. They feel these electronic
systems will make firearms safer by
helping to prevent accidents and
criminal activity.

However, some firearm safety
enthusiasts who adore smart guns
may not care for the $27,000 com-
puter-aided system, developed by
firearms company, TrackingPoint,
that helps the novice rifle owner hit
targets at 1,000 yards with greater
frequency.

The shooter simply needs to
point a dot on the target, and the
computer assists the rifle operator
in making the shot. Information
gathered by the scope could even be
streamed onto the internet for oth-
ers to watch.

I feel that this makes the rifle
too powerful and can turn a com-
mon criminal into an expert sniper
capable of committing more dam-
age, due to the computer assisted
shooting.

It would seem that reengineer-
ing the gun would make society saf-
er. Yet every day, gang members use
non-electronic firearms to murder
each other and innocent bystanders
so that they can control drug distri-
bution areas worth a king’s ransom.

Smart guns may save a few lives
if they become popular, but what
are ordinary citizens or gang mem-
bers going to do with the guns they
already own? How will smart guns
stop accidents when Americans
already own and operate several
hundred million guns that will eas-
ily last as long as the relics from the
revolution?

Smart guns could prevent acci-
dents caused by children, but who
is going to buy one when many
people already have the standard
technology? What market share
will electronic guns have in the next
ten years? A healthy guess would be
a very low share due to their higher
cost and questionable reliability;
therefore electronic guns will prob-
ably have a very low impact on ac-
cidents and crime.

Firearms are not the source of
violent in crime. Gangs that oper-
ate in impoverished neighborhoods
like Chicago’s west side or in south
central Los Angeles commit most
of the homicides our country. There
is a global lust for drugs and people
in the poorest neighborhoods are
desperate enough to perform the
most dangerous jobs to get a share

of the money generated from drug
sales.

According to Brad Plumer of
The Washington Post, “All told, the
U.S. government spent about $718
billion on defense and international
security assistance in 20117 20
percent of the budget was spent on
defense and international security,
while only 7 percent of the budget
was spent on education, medical
and science research, transporta-
tion and infrastructure.

America prefers to spend bil-
lions on a global military network
when it’s obvious that such spend-
ing is needed at home to fix our rot-
ting bridges and crime issues. Yet
who lobbies for the poor as well as
our military to accomplish this?

Our country needs to under-
stand that electronic gimmicks, al-
though interesting, have no way of
solving our problems. Our country
needs to invest in impoverished
neighborhoods if we are going to
have any chance of making them
more peaceful.

As far as accidents are con-
cerned, there are trigger locks, safes
and other technologies already
available to keep guns safer. What

makes anyone think that careless
gun owners won't leave their RFID
wristwatches around for their kids
to get their hands on?

No technology can protect chil-
dren from careless parents while
enhanced optics and computer gen-
erated aiming will not turn people
into criminals any more than the
current technology that is already
available. We need to look deeper
into our psychology to help resolve
our problems.
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Super Bowl Report Card:

5
Seattle’s Speed Routs Broncos
By Andrew Pappas - Sports Columnist
The Super Bowl. The biggest football game of the year surrounded by overwhelming commercialism and hype. A full week is dedicated to media meeting and interacting with the players.

The commercials are critiqued to no end. Over 100 million people, all watching one game. Unfortunately, they did not have to watch for very long. Super Bowl XLVIII’s tone was set in literally
seconds and did not change at all throughout the next few hours. Here is my Super Bowl XLVIII report card:

Pregame - B+

This is the most hyped game
every year, but because this was the
No. 1 offense against the No. 1 de-
fense, this game seemed to have a
bit more all week. The two weeks in
between the Championship games
and the Super Bowl are always bru-
tal. The Pro Bowl is painfully lame,
and the same topics being talked
about (this year: Peyton Man-
ning’s legacy, Richard Sherman’s
trash talking) grow tiresome rather
quickly. When Super Bowl Sunday
finally arrives, there are still hours
of pregame, but the pregame is part
of the celebration, part of the game,
and this pregame was pretty well
done.

Surprisingly, the “Kurt Russell
introducing the teams over Metal-
lica and Zeppelin instrumentals”
got me as pumped up for the game
as possible. I'd imagine that it was
really hit or miss with people, but
the production quality was excel-
lent and hard-rock always works
with football highlights.

Onto the two American per-
formances: Queen Latifah singing
“America the Beautiful” and Renee
Fleming singing the “Star-Spangled
Banner,” were both performed

well. Latifah shared the stage with
the New Jersey Youth Chorus, but
made sure to show off her pipes a
bit as well. Fleming’s National An-
them was slow and very prolonged,
but also really good and had some
awesome production along with it,
including several shots of soldiers
in Afghanistan.

The final event that takes place
before kickoff is the coin toss. This,
of course, has turned into a produc-
tion over the years. This year, the
special guests of the coin toss were
former Super Bowl quarterbacks
Phil Simms and Joe Namath. Na-
math took home the title of “Pre-
game Winner” with his outlandish
fur coat and premature tossing of
the coin.

Overall, a solid start to the four
hour production.

Commercials - C

A lot of people would’ve graded
the commercials lower than this,
but the simple fact is, they are not
the main source of entertainment
for football fans. Every Sunday dur-
ing the football season, fans use the
commercial breaks for bathroom
breaks, etc. and the Super Bowl re-
ally shouldn’t be much different.

A few laughs were had, but for the
most part, they were pretty average.

Some of the best ones were:
Doritos “Time Machine,” Radio
Shack “The 80s called,” Pistachio’s
“Steven Colbert,” Microsoft “Em-
powering” and Budweiser “Puppy
Love”

Halftime - A

Football is as masculine and
vicious as any sport, and I usually
wouldn't relate that to the musical
styling of Bruno Mars, but the guy
absolutely killed it. The five min-
ute cameo by the Red Hot Chili
Peppers added some much needed
rocking out, but from start to fin-
ish, the halftime show was one of
the best in years.

Super Bowl XLVIII - F

The game itself gets the low-
est possible grade, an F. The F can
stand for a variety of things in re-
gards to this game. It can stand for
“flop”—after two weeks of major
hype, the game did not live up to its
expectations, not one bit.

The F can stand for “fumble”—
the first play from scrimmage, just
seven seconds into the game, was

a botched snap for a safety by the
Broncos. It can stand for “fore-
cast”—one of the most popular sub-
jects of conversations leading up to
the game. A true fear of inclement
weather, but with a temperature of
49 degrees at kickoff, that story was
instantly null.

Lastly, the F stands for “fail-
ure’—the only word that can de-
scribe the Broncos performance,
and really the game as a whole. It
was such a disappointment, and
such an utter failure.

The Seahawks had complete
control of the game from the open-
ing kickoff. Manning, who had one
of the most statistically illustrious
regular seasons ever, was kept in
check all game being held to just
one passing touchdown. Denver’s
offense just could not get anything
going, and anytime it seemed like
they might start driving, one of
their four turnovers punched them
in the gut and gave momentum
right back to Seattle.

That really was the story of the
game: Denver turned the ball over,
Seattle did not.

It was an impressive Super Bowl
debut by Seahawks quarterback
Russell Wilson, who protected the
football and let his and his team-
mates’ speed take over the game.

an3vaT [vq100, [PuoyVN 21 fo Asa34n0)

His accuracy was a bit shaky in the
first quarter, but he managed to
complete four big third down con-
versions and set the tone early. His
rather pedestrian stats (18/25, 206
yards, 2 TDs) do not tell the story;
Wilson had himself a great game.

Speed was the name of the
game, for 60 minutes. Denver
looked like they were moving in
slow motion compared to the Se-
ahawks. Manning was under pres-
sure all game long, causing him to
overthrow countless receivers, in-
cluding two interceptions, one of
which was returned 69 yards for a
touchdown.

Denver dug themselves into an
insurmountable hole that just kept
growing. The biggest comeback
in Super Bowl history is a minis-
cule 10 points, so at halftime, with
a score of 22-0, the sports world
knew this game was over.

It is always unfortunate when
a championship game or series is
an unentertaining blowout. The
fact that fans enjoyed the pregame
and halftime shows more than the
actual game is a shame, and should
never happen.

The bell has rung on the 2013-
2014 NFL season, and it will be
a long five months until training
camp.
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‘Ad’ It Up: Cost of a Super Bowl Moment

By Greg Adler - Staff Writer

What could the average person
get for $140,000? Perhaps a nice
down payment on a house, maybe
a couple of new rides pimped out
to their wildest dreams, or maybe
a luxury item that they have always
wanted.

Well in the spirit of capitalism,
and also sheer insanity, advertisers
for this year’s Super Bowl are us-
ing that small amount of change for
only one second of the viewer’s pre-
cious time.

This means that the huge firms
are shelling out a whopping $4.3

million for a 30-second ad.

Jaws shouldn’t drop too hard at
those figures, considering the fact
that marketing firms study every
single detail in selecting when their
ad will run. For example, the premi-
um air time is within the first half
of the big game. This is due to the
fact that more people will be gath-
ered and engaged in the game be-
cause it has just started. Addition-
ally, advertisers bid and brawl over
who gets the last half of every com-
mercial break given that viewers
are rushing back to their seats after

having used the bathroom, filling
up their snack plates, and topping
off the drinks.

But there’s a whole other ball
game that the firms are competing
in: by making an ad too aggres-
sive and placing it on YouTube, the
rest is taken over by the masses to
make it viral. That seems to be the
case with Scarlett Johansson’s Soda
Stream commercial, in which she
directly calls out both Pepsi and
Coke.

There is a lighter side to the war
for the viewers dollars, and that

is best represented in ads that are
specifically designed to make the
viewer feel warm and fuzzy. Case
in point, the new Anheuser Busch
ad that brings an adorably deter-
mined puppy and Clydesdale horse
together, hash-tagged “BestBuds,” is
sure to get people cheering. The ge-
nius part of this ad isn’t the ad at all,
but rather the fact that it is tied to
a six ad package with Fox Network.
This automatically had fans search-
ing for the other five this past Sun-
day to see if their #BestBuds would

pop up again.

Needless to say, fans of the com-
peting teams weren’t the only ones
who were battling it out and cheer-
ing for their favorites. The proof is
right there, the biggest stage in all of
sports means the biggest battle for
advertisers as well.

No matter who won the game
this past weekend, it’s brutally clear
that the winner of every Super Bowl
will always be American capitalism,
at its finest.

The Fantasy Pro Bowl

By Mario E. Mayorga - Staff Writer

All-Star games are created for
the fans, so this year the president
of the National Football League
Players Association (NFLPA), Do-
monique Foxworth, decided to
change the format. Foxworth said
that he worked with other players
and created a Pro Bowl to honor in-
dividual performance and connect
with the fans in a different environ-
ment.

For the first time since 1971
there was no NFC versus AFC,
but Team Rice versus Team Sand-
ers. Legendary NFL players Jerry
Rice and Deion “Primetime” Sand-
ers became the alumni captains for
their teams. This created a real life
fantasy draft, which many fans al-
ready participate in. They were able
to draft two team captains to help
them choose wisely on draft day.

The draft was a two-day event,
which lead to a lot of irritated play-
ers waiting to hear their names
picked. Who honestly would want
to wait five hours to be drafted when
they can be enjoying the beaches of
Hawaii? In an interview with the
NFL Network, Chicago Bears run-
ning back Matt Forte commented
about being drafted, “It is stressful.
After a while, you're like ‘All these

guys are getting picked, and 'm not
really getting picked””

While Forte was sitting pa-
tiently with Bears receiver Brandon
Marshall, they took jabs at each
other for not being picked soon
enough. After a few receivers and
running backs were picked ahead of
them, they would jokingly call each
other old. Eventually, Marshall was
drafted in the 16th round and Forte
was drafted in the 19th round, both
to Team Rice. Forte went on to lead
his team in rushing with 31 yards.

The rainy day in Hawaii did not
help the offense on the field, but the
game was still stimulating. It was
nice seeing teammates go against
each other and more entertaining
when they tackled each other. At
one time, Kansas City linebacker
Derrick Johnson laid a vicious hit
on Kansas City running back Ja-
maal Charles. These tackles showed
players were ready to play. Even
when Carolina Panthers coach Ron
Rivera was going against his fran-
chise quarterback, Cam Newtown,
Rivera did not take it easy. He had
Newton sacked four times.

The game ended with a “play
to win the game” moment only it
worked. Instead of Team Rice go-

e

Jerry Rice and Deion Sanders

ing for a tie, Carolinas fullback
Mike Tolbert scored the two-point
conversion to win the game. When
Tolbert scored he jokingly mocked
Cam Newtown’s superman celebra-
tion. The game was close, and Team
Rice defeated Team “Prime” 22-21.

I personally believe the Pro
Bowl has a lot.of potential. I can
understand the whole idea of the
two Super Bowl teams not want-
ing to risk injury with their play-

= .
PRO BOWL

DRAFT

BHEFERTED BY

ers, but that is a big missing piece
when they want the best versus the
best. For next year, maybe they can
bring the skills competition back
as something fanatics would en-
joy. Fans want to know who is the
fastest, who is the strongest, and
who has the better arm in the NFL.
Heck, I would love to see a field goal
challenge. It would be highly enter-
taining to see how far these kickers
can truly kick. Also it would have

been great to see if Jerry Rice and
Deion Sanders would go at it for
one play. Not only would the fans
enjoy it, but the players would defi-
nitely be on board.

With the final ratings poll, the
ratings still dropped again this year,
so we should expect more changes
to come for the next Pro Bowl. Who
knows, maybe they will get two fans
to help on draft day.
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Time for a Change in Approach

By Daniel Gutstein - Sports Columnist

Chicago - the city of rebuilt
shoulders. The NBA trade dead-
line is right around the corner, and
the Bulls, one of the NBA’s premier
franchises, are embroiled in medi-
ocrity.

The solution: Tear down every-
thing.

The obvious formula for sus-
tained success: Remove produc-
tive players (Kyle Korver, Omer
Asik, Luol Deng) from the team,
waste away the prime years of the
best player (Derrick Rose) with an
overcautious approach, and alienate
maybe the best basketball coach in
the world (Tom Thibodeau) by giv-
ing him mere scraps to work with.
That’s the way to run an organiza-
tion - if the goal is to win the battle
of what could have been.

Admittedly, Derrick Rose’s in-
juries have wreaked havoc on front
office plans. But the Bulls’ prob-
lems go well beyond a pair of shaky
knees. This franchise is not as both-

ered by injuries as by a chronic case
of shaky management.

John Paxson took over an ailing
franchise when he came over from
the Bulls broadcast booth in 2003 to
be the team’s Vice President of Bas-
ketball Operations. His hard-nosed
style set the tone for the franchise.
The Bulls play the game the way the
right way. The strategy of grit and
tenacity has been a rather success-
ful formula, as evidenced by their
eight playoff appearances in the last
nine seasons.

However, the ultimate goal for
any franchise is to win a champi-
onship, and that is where the Bulls
have come up short in the last 15
years. They have been better than
the multitude of mediocre teams
that populate the NBA. Come play-
off time though, the Bulls have
rarely been serious championship
contenders.

There are plenty of NBA teams
that would swap fortunes with the

Bulls in a heartbeat. Things could
be a lot worse, but they could also
be much better.

Time for a history lesson: In
1989, led by the Michael Jordan,
the Bulls were coming off their fifth
consecutive playoff appearance. By
most measures, they qualified as a
successful franchise. But they were
not champions. Something was
holding them back. With one gi-
ant leap of faith, General Manager
Jerry Krause made a career defining
move. He fired head coach Doug
Collins and replaced him with an
unproven, eccentric assistant, a
mustached man who had never
been a head coach at the NBA level
named Phil Jackson. Jackson now
has more championship rings than
fingers.

Collins was a fine coach. He
took the Bulls to the playoffs every
year he was with the team. But play-
off appearances were not enough
for Jerry Krause; only champion-

CHICAGO

ships would suffice. He had the
courage, he made the move, and
parades soon followed.

It’s time for owner Jerry Reins-
dorf to make a drastic move of his
own. As successful as the Bulls have

BULLS

been under Paxson and his cohort
Gar Forman, their timid nature has
limited the organization’s postsea-
son potential.

No Tanaka, No Problem

By Alan Pearson - Sports Columnist

The drama of the signing of
Masahiro Tanaka is finally over
and, of course, the Yankees out-bid
everyone again.

Tanaka is a 24-year-old pitcher
who has pitched in the Japanese
leagues over the past six years. He
had been stellar in Japan, including
last year where he finished 24-0 and
a1.27 ERA. He was a highly regard-
ed target for MLB teams, but was
going to come with a large price tag.

The Cubs, who are desperate
for young pitcher, were considered
the favorites to land Tanaka. Re-
ports said they offered him a six-
year $100 million contract (and an
additional $20 million to pay his
Japanese club). However, the Yan-
kees unloaded the wallet and of-
fered Tanaka a seven-year $155 mil-
lion contract. Tanaka accepted and
the Cubs were left with no pitching
yet again.

As a Cubs fan, I was hurt by
this. I already dislike the Yankees
for their overspending habits. How-
ever, all hope is not lost. The recent
top 100 prospect list shows some
promise to patient fans. The Cubs
have seven of the top 100 prospects
on the list (third most of all major

league teams). While this means
nothing until these guys get to the
big leagues, it is still something to
look forward to.

On the top of the list we have
Javier Baez. With Starlin Castro
playing shortstop, Baez’s most
likely destination would be second
or third baseman. Baez is a power
hitter who had 37 home runs and
111 RBIs in the minors last year. He
does strikeout a lot (147 times) but
is only 20 years old and, with time,
will become more patient.

Next on the list is recent first
round pick, Kris Bryant. Bryant
murdered the ball at San Diego
State University hitting .329 with
31 home runs and a whopping .829
slugging. The Cubs drafted him sec-
ond overall in this year’s draft and
have not been disappointed. Bryant
ended the fall with 11 home runs
in only 128 at bats and won the fall
MVP honors.

One of the youngest prospects
is Albert Almora. The Cubs drafted
him straight out of high school just
two years ago, but he has quickly
caught the eyes of scouts. He is a
very polished hitter who can hit to
all fields. He does not have a lot of

power but makes up for it with a
high average and few strikeouts. He
is also very skilled defensively. He is
only 19, however, so he might not
see the big leagues for a while as he
continues to develop.

A name I was surprised to see
so low on the list is Jorge Soler. The
Cuban native, who signed with the
Cubs in 2012, is projected to be the
future star in right field. He has a lot
of power but is still raw. He needs
to develop some more patience, but
when he gets a hold of the ball it
flies. He is very similar to the Dodg-
ers’ Yasiel Puig, and Cubs fans can
only hope he turns out to be that
good.

Our best pitching prospect was
one acquired not too long ago. C.J.
Edwards was the centerpiece in the
Matt Garza trade with Texas. Origi-
nally drafted in the 48th round by
Texas, Edwards has become one
of the best young pitchers in the
minors. He is only 155 pounds,
which causes scouts to question
his durability, but with a mid-90s
fastball and a knee buckling curve
and changeup, he has the stuff to
become a good starting pitcher.

These are only some of the

Masahiro Tanaka

prospects in the Cubs’ farm system.
The Cubs have been stocking up on
young talent to prepare for mul-
tiple playoff runs in the future. The
pitching needs some help with only
Edwards and Pierce Johnson look-
ing like future major league start-
ers. With the amount of talent and
knowledge Theo Epstein has, look
for him to move some pieces and
obtain some pitchers.

Meanwhile, the Cubs are going
to be bad. They simply do not have
the talent ready to compete with the
Pirates and Cardinals in the divi-
sion. All I can say is hang on. These
young players are looking good and
will soon arrive in the friendly con-
fines of Wrigley Field.

Piece to the Puzzle

By Peter Targos -

After coming off an awful 2013
season, the Chicago White Sox
front office knew that they would
need to make plenty of changes to
the team. The 99-loss season had
many Sox fans saying this was some
of the worst baseball they had seen
from their team in a while.

Aspects such as clutch hitting
and fielding, along with fundamen-
tals, were non-existent. Adam Dunn
and Paul Konerko had seasons that
were pitiful. Last season was so bad
that even the ultra-positive homer
Ken “Hawk” Harrelson said it was
hard to watch the team. General
Manager Rick Hahn saw the same
things that the fans and baseball
scouts were seeing—the team was
in desperate need of a hitter.

In October, Hahn made a move
that made many Sox fans giddy.
On Oct. 17, 2013, The Sox agreed

Staff Writer

to a six-year $68 million contract
with Cuban sensation Jose Abreu.
Abreu, who plays first base, will give
Manager Robin Ventura a possible
potent bat to a lineup that was in
desperate need of one. During the
2010-2011 season, he set a Cuban
home run record and was named
the league MVP. This was not, how-
ever, the most impressive stat line
from Abreu. In the 2010-2011 Cu-
ban National Series, Abreu posted
numbers that would make Miguel
Cabrera blush. Abreu hit .453, had
a.597 OBP, a .986 slugging percent-
age, scored 79 runs, had 93 RBIs
and 33 homeruns despite playing in
only 66 games.

Finally, in August 2013, Abreu
defected from Cuba to have the op-
portunity to play for a major league
team. Early reports surfaced saying
that Abreu could receive a deal sim-

ilar to, if not greater than, Yoenis
Cespedes (four years, $36 million)
and Yasiel Puig (seven years, $42
million).

With the Boston Red Sox, Texas
Rangers and Baltimore Orioles as
the potential suitors for Abreu, it
caught many off guard that a team
like the White Sox would be will-
ing to put up big money. The previ-
ous teams listed were either in the
playoffs or the playoff hunt. Even
the most optimistic Sox fan realized
that one player was not going to get
them from worst to first.

So why exactly did Hahn sign
Abreu? However good Abreu’s
numbers were in Cuba, there is no
guarantee that it will translate for
the White Sox. Hahn states that it
was a move that needed to be made.
“I was talking about [the risk] with
a GM of another club and he point-

ed out every free-agent deal has a
risk and comes with a potential for
down side. You can choose to sit
and do nothing, which is the safest
route, or aggressively address need,’
Hahn said on ESPNChicago.com.
Hahn knows that Abreu is not
the answer to revive the Sox from
awfulness, or the answer to waking
Sox fans from their baseball coma.
Rather, at 26, Abreu is a bandage
that will help the cut from bleeding

profusely. The deliberation paddles §

the Sox need are going to take time José Abreu

to locate.

Sox fans should not be disap-
pointed, but rather encouraged. It
seems they have GM who is willing
to make moves when needed and be
aggressive when aggressiveness is
necessary. Yes, Abreu may turn out
to be Adam Dunn 2.0 Sox fans, or
he could be the next Frank Thomas.

Only time will truly tell wheth-
er Hahn made a good or bad move
by signing Abreu, but in the mean-
time there is a GM on 333 W. 35th
Street who is attempting to fix a
broken major league and minor
league team and is hoping to find
those paddles.
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Black History month is for the
nation to celebrate and focus on the
long and often complicated history
African Americans have had in this
country. As part of that time of
observance, Northeastern Illinois
University (NEIU) will be hosting
a series of films free to all students.
More accurately, the event will be
hosted by the Great Black Music
Project (GBMP), which is housed
at the Caruthers Center for Inter-
city Studies (CCICS).

Four movies have been selected
to be played throughout the month
of February in the CCICS Donn

Fruitvale Station will pay Wednesday, Feb. 5 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Bailey Legacy Hall.

Fruitvale Station

This is a film which portrays the
tragic events of which Oscar Grant
III was shot and killed in a San
Francisco transit station. Fruitvale
Station focuses on the last hours of
Grant’s life while focusing on his
New Year’s resolution, “being a bet-
ter son to his mother, being a better
partner to his girlfriend, and being
a better father to their beautiful 4
year old daughter” Feb. 5, 1:00pm-
3:00pm.

Sam Cooke: Legend

Not many people know the
name Sam Cooke, but in this ex-
panded VHI documentary, viewers
will discover the story of the man
who is said to have invented soul.
As the movie’s website says, viewers
will see, “how his music developed
from the pure charm and instant
accessibility of ‘(What A) Wonder-
ful World’ and ‘Having A Party; to
the social relevance of ‘A Change is
Gonna Come; which became a kind
of anthem of the civil rights move-
ment.” Feb. 13, 4:00pm-5:30pm.

Music is My Life, Politics
My Mistress: The Story of Os-

car Brown, Jr.

“Oscar Brown, Jr. was speak-
ing out to the world on all the top-
ics that confronted not only Black
Americans, but all overlooked and
downtrodden people;” according
to the movie website. Music Is My
Life is a film that tells portrays the
life of poet Oscar Brown, Jr. whose
politically charged works still carry
weight today. Feb. 19, 4:00pm-
5:00pm.

The Trials of Muhammad
Ali

This critically acclaimed docu-
mentary visits the life of what many
consider to be the greatest heavy-
weight boxer of all time. But the
film focuses not just on the fighting
Ali did in the ring, but the struggles
he had out of it. Viewers will see his
controversial choice to join Islam,
his refusal to fight in the Vietnam
War, and the legendary boxer facing
5 years in prison. Feb 26, 3:00pm-
4:30pm.

Photo by Brisa Becerril

ready been produced he still keeps
in contact with journalists like “Pe-
dro” who are targeted by organized
crime. He also explain

to the violence, many ;@m‘nahsts »

and media organizations are prac-

ticing self-censorship out of fear.
“There have been me

nizations that have made pub

statements saying theyzwv!)

port about organized crime
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Dr. David Faris Talks Constitutional Design in Egypt

By André UpChurch - Contributing Writer

Dr. Faris the pre-revolution-
ary [pre-Morsi] activist blogger’s
movements in Cairo, Egypt, he told
NEIU students at last Wednesday’s
keynote presentation by the Asian/
Global Resource Center.

“Egypt was a very deeply Au-

gate some of the activist groups in
Egypt.

In 2006, Faris met one blog-
ger who was “talking about the
Mubarak regime” He returned to
Egypt the following year to con-
ducts interviews with the bloggers

What role did the internet have on authoritarian

rule?

thoritarian State. The newspapers
were controlled by the state, cen-
sored by the state,” said Faris.

Faris, author of Dissent and
Revolution in a Digital Age, has a
Ph.D. in political science and is the
director of International Studies at
Roosevelt University.

Dissent and Revolution in a
Digital Age takes a look at the role
of the internet in Egypt and how it
has influenced political and social
change. According to Faris, the in-
ternet was also responsible for Hos-
ni Mubarak stepping down during
the 2011 Egyptian Revolution.

Bloggers gave Faris the impe-
tus to pursue research and investi-

he had met.

“What role did the internet
have on authoritarian rule?” Faris
asked many.

Faris spent time with Katia, an
activist group whose name means
“Enough” in Arabic, who believed
change would happen by way of
“digital revolutionary activism” in
Egypt.

One NEIU student asked Faris,
“Do you think that blogging started
and was successful in Egypt because
the government underestimated its
effectiveness?” Faris does “believe
that there were not legal mecha-
nisms in place to stop the bloggers”

From 2001 to 2011, there had

Egypt‘s ouster of Morsi leads to 17 deaths, 260 injuries

Wdhmwmmnﬁlw‘w violently clsshed I Egypt.

Professor David Faris

ELT UNIVERSITY

been a 40% increase in internet
usage in Egypt, said Faris. “People
that are doing this were journalist
or former journalist who reached
their audience by making links with
bloggers,” explained Faris. They
believed “the sole purpose of the

movement is to enact constitutional
change”

“What was revealed is that the
heart of Egyptian authoritarian-
ism never went away, said Faris
of Egypt’s fourth ratification of the
constitution in 2013.

According to Faris, there is a
“deep state” that cannot be voted
out of office. Social media and the
internet had successfully informed
the people of Egypt and encouraged
“tammarrod” (rebellion in Arabic),
said Faris.

ServingMoreThanJustWarm Meals

By Emmanuel Gonzalez - Staff Writer

Meet Jeannette Ross, a lunch
lady, a mother, and a nutritious part
of the Northeastern Illinois Univer-
sity (NEIU) community.

Ross was not always a lunch
lady for NEIU; 14 years prior, she
served food at DePaul University.
The company she was working with

...she loves what she
does.

lost the account, and through their
loss, NEIU gained a dedicated staft
member.

Since she’s been with NEIU,
Ross has. thoroughly enjoyed her
work. She has no dislikes concern-
ing the current company she is with
and said, “I love the students, fac-
ulty, and everyone is nice””

Ross was born and raised in
Chicago and grew up in a home
where cooking was important.
Some of her favorite dishes from
home included corn bread, greens,
and chicken.

Since cooking has always been
a significant part of her life, she has
brought that same demeanor to her

work ethic. She always makes sure
that the food that is set out is up
to par, because she shares the joy
that students experience with their
meals.

Sometimes, careers in the food-
service industry can be very de-
manding, especially on the busiest
days. Ross’ ever-smiling face sug-
gests that she bypasses all the stress
that can accumulate in this work
field.

She said that her motivation to
do her work was the simple fact that
she loves what she does. Her inspi-
ration stems from her husband and
two sons.

Ross’ future plans are to stay at
NEIU. She has grown quite com-
fortable here, and students seem to
have become familiarized with her.
Students can't help but stop by and
share a greeting with her. Her hopes
of retiring here are a sign of how
truly dedicated she is to student sat-
isfaction.

“I've known her for over 12
years and she has a true passion for
serving great food and taking care
of her customers,” said Food Ser-
vice Director, Mark Weiner.

Jeanette Ross (right) alongside colleague and friend, Rene Goyco (left)

1. Sun is Shining - Bob Marley & The Wailers

2. Steal My Sunshine - Len
3. Hot in Here — Nelly
4. Black Hole Sun - Soundgarden
5. Summertime Sadness — Lana Del Rey

6. Surfin’ Safari -

Beach Boys

7. Summer Girls - LFO
8. Party Time — Damian “Jr. Gong” Marley
9. Sunset in July - 311
10. California Love - 2Pac

Editor’s Picks: Winter Warm Up

11. My Own Summer [Shove It]

— Deftones

12. Margaritaville - Jimmy Buffett
13. Waiting For My Ruca - Sublime
14. Summer Nights - John Travolta & Olivia Newton-John
15. Hot in the City - Billy Idol
16. Summertime — DJ Jazzy Jeff & The Fresh Prince

17. Walking On Sunshine - Katrina & The Waves

18. Sunshine — Lupe Fiasco
19. The Summer - ATB

Readers who want to listen to this playlist can use this QR Code for the full video playlist on Youtube.

20. Summer Kisses, Winter Tears — Elvis Presley
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Stress Less This Semester
By Sergio Almodovar - Opinions Editor

14 ARTS & LIFE

Comic illustrated by Samuel S. han

ADVERTISEMENT

For students feeling a little
stressed, Northeastern Illinois Uni-
versity (NEIU) has announced in
an targeted email that a Stress Man-
agement Group will be held every
Thursday afternoon from 3:00 p.m.
- 4:00 p.m. in the Angelina Pedroso
Center (B-159) for the duration of
the spring semester.”

The Stress Management
Groups is available to all
NEIU students free of
charge and without ap-
pointment.

Sessions will move
through the hour, free
of interruption. In
order to keep the
meditation dis-
traction free,
doors will be
closed after
3:10 p.m.

Dr.  Kel-
ly Arteaga,
Group Coor-
dinator at Stu-
dent Health
and Coun-
seling

Services at NEIU, begins by leading
students through relaxation meth-
ods such as visualization, medi-
tation, and breathing exercises;
the ultimate goal being to teach
students how to better cope with
stress.

Last semester, The Stress Man-
agement Group was located
in the Counseling Center.
Arteaga is pleased to have
changed the room this year.

“Students are reluc-
tant to walk into the
Counseling basement,”
said Arteaga, referring
to low participation
last semester.

If as the se-
mester  contin-
ues this winter
remains  cruel,
it would be no
surprise to see
that Arteaga’s
participants
increase.

INTERNATIONAL

~ ALUMNI HALL
- MARcH 3-4, 2014

KEEP
CALM

AND

DO
BUSINESS

NEIU IntERNATIONAL
Business Conrerence 2014
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- But where is home
Will I be sent nowhere
?"' I cannot bear to be alone
!‘ v Lost is not in my vocabulary
(
.:, Julia Talley is an English major who recently self-published her first book, Exposed: A Memoir of Lost Days on Amazon and Lulu. She is also working on a new suspense z
* ° murder novel, Hungry For More. Talley enjoys creative writing, learning to play the guitar, and creating crazy concoctions in the kitchen. She has been writing since she could
o hold a pencil and won't stop till she can’t anymore. She grew up in Central, IL where tornados are a regular occurrence. That is where she found her love for storms and can
‘: . relate the confusion inside with what's going on outside.
s\ ‘\d
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SEEDS CORNER

A series of poems and prose offerings presented by SEEDS Literary & Visual Arts Journal

SEEDS is envisioned as a diverse network that provides a space for members of the Northeastern Illinois University community and beyond to showcase their artistic talents ’

from poetry to prose and visual arts. Visual Arts submissions will not be accepted, because the integrity of the piece can be compromised during the newspaper printing

process. Submissions can be sent to Seeds.neiu@gmail.com with one submission per an email thread for the spring 2014 edition. Follow us on Twitter/SEEDSneiu (#SEED-
Sneiu) and Facebook.com/SeedsJournal to stay in the loop. You can email us for submission guidelines or visit our Facebook. Best of luck writers!

Lost
By Julia Talley

No words to speak
Everything such a haze
Like a whirlwind has taken over

Tornado
Please put me down
I just want to stay in one piece
1 feel it pulling me apart

Tossing, turning
A storm i my heart
Lightning strikes
The thunder tolls
Rain flows

The pain is more than I can bear

I just want to click my heels and go home
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By Meghan Joost - Staff Wnter

These recipes will WOW. that spec1al someone o trick your sweet heart
into thinking that you spent hours preparing for your special evening!

Valentine's Day Salad
Ingredients
1 (6 oz) package strawberry fla-
vored Jell-O®
2 cups boiling water
1 (16 oz) package strawberries, par-
tially frozen
2 bananas, peeled and diced
1 (20 oz) can crushed pineapple,
drained
1 (8 oz) container frozen whipped
topping, thawed (optional)

Valentine's Day Steak Rub
Ingredients
2% teaspoons ground cinnamon
2 teaspoons dried oregano
1 teaspoon chili powder
1 teaspoon ground cumin
1 teaspoon salt :

% teaspoon freshly ground b!ack'

pepper
% teaspoon garlic pawder

Valentine Night Sn'awbemes,

Ingredients _
20 fresh strawberries =~

ened
: tablespoons chopped walnuts

ar
Dtrectzons ‘
1. Dice two st;rawbemes* )

as;de Cnt

103 oz) package cream cheese, soft~ |

1% tablespoons confectioners’ s.ug-, '

Directions

1. In a medium saucepan over hxgh
heat, bring water to a boil and add
gelatin. After gelatin has dissolved,
add strawberries, bananas and
pineapple, mix well; remove from
heat.

2. Spoon mixture into individual
heart molds or a 9x13 inch baking

dish; chill until firm.

3. Top each serving with whipped
topping, if desired; serve.

Y4 teaspoon onion powder

Y4 teaspoon cayenne pepper

_ Directions

1. Stir together the cinnamon,
oregano, chili powder, cumin, salt,
black pepper, garlic powder, onion

~ powder, and cayenne pepper in a

bowl. Place the mixture into an air-

 tight container or empty seasonmg
' botﬂe B

the remaining strawbemes, form—

_ ing a base for strawberries to stand
on. Starting at the pointed ends
and cutting most of the way, but

not completely through the stem

~ end, slice each strawherry mm fﬂur

wedges.

. Beatthecreamchecseunhlﬂutfy
stir in the diced strawhemes,j

Dr. Lani Guinier: It Took a Movement
By Ruth Ortiz - Contributing Writer

Poised and confident, Dr. Lani
Guinier approached the podium to
speak of race and the right to vote
to Northeastern Illinois University
students, staff and faculty as a part
of the Angelina Pedroso Center’s
Tribute to Martin Luther King.

“The right to vote is a precious
right” she began, preparing to tell
the story of Dr. King and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965.

“I was a voting rights lawyer;
said Guinier.

A Yale Law School graduate
and first African-American wom-
an to be tenured at Harvard Law
School, Guinier joined Harvard as
a faculty professor in 1998 and has
written five books, her last being
The Miner’s Canary.

“What I like about teaching is
learning from my students,” she re-
plied when asked.

“In 1967, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. said to his
staff, "Were going to take
this movement and reach

“Jan. 7 2008 marked the date
Hillary Rodham Clinton made the
following statement to Fox News,
Dr. King’s dream began to be re-
alized when President Lyndon B.
Johnson passed the Civil Rights Act
of 1964. It took a president to get it
done,” said Guinier.

According to Guinier, Lyndon
B. Johnson pushed the legislation
and signed off on the act, but it
would take a movement, a move-
ment populated with people not
much different than those listening
in the Pedroso Center.

Neither King nor Johnson are
solely responsible for accomplish-
ing the Voting Rights Act of 1965,
but the unnamed people who gave
their time, their jobs and even their
lives to the movement in order to
make a better life for future genera-
tions, Guinier said.

Dr. Lani Guinier of Harvard
Law School

tonished law enforcement officials
on the Edmund Pettus Bridge in
Selma, Alabama when he marched
up to the point where just a couple
of days before, young men and
women protesters had been tram-

The right to vote is a precious right

pled and deterred
with tear gas,
Guinier said.

out to the poor people in all
directions in this country, into the
Southwest after the Indians, into
the west after the Chicanos, into
Appalachia after the poor whites,
and into the ghettos after Negroes
and Puerto Ricans,” said Guinier.

Dr. Martin Luther King was
looking to bring races together
from all corners of America, she
explained.

Guinier told the story of refute
and resistance during a time that
can be but a blur to those of us who
have never lived it but only read
about it in history books.

Guinier reminded everyone
that some Southern states attempt-
ed to discourage African-Ameri-
cans from voting, either by making
it extremely difficult or by gerry-
mandering which is defined as the
division of a state, county, etc., into
election districts. This gives one po-
litical party a majority in many dis-
tricts while concentrating the vot-
ing strength of the other party into
as few districts as possible.

“Voting is a right, not a privi-
lege” stated Guinier.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. as-

Guinier con-
cluded that his nonviolent recip-
rocation to a prior violent event
proved to be cataclysmic against the
titanic boundaries of racism when
a few days later a federal judge
named Frank Johnson ruled that he
and the people who followed him,
could indeed march.

Attributing her quote to Dr.
King’s method of rallying people,
Guinier believes that “as a leader,
you don’t have to be in the front
of the bus but able to identify the
[young] people who are going to be
able to take that bus in a new direc-
tion.”
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Field Museum Looks Back at Chicago World’s Fair 120 Years Later
By Patrick Mclntyre - Staff Writer

Links between the present and
the past are something to be trea-
sured and face strong examination.
The new exhibition on display at the
Field Museum in Chicago, “Open-

Blue Ribbon.

At a time when information ne-
cessitated long pursuits and was not
readily available at our fingertips,
the immense grandiosity of cram-

Bundles of mummy remains, ancient Peruvian
pottery and a gargantuan Brachiosaurus femur...

ing the Vaults: Wonders of the 1893
World’s Fair;” however, adds a new
dimension: re-examination.

The World’s Fair took place
on the South Side of Chicago in
Jackson Park and attracted over 25
million visitors, and the country
was home to less than 70 million
people at the time. For six months
in 1893, over 600 acres were trans-
formed into a glowing “White City;’
an amalgamation of classic and fu-
turistic inspired settings. Readers
of Erik Larsons “The Devil in the
White City”—a strong documenta-
tion of the fair and of H.H. Holmes,
the Chicago serial killer that stalked
the streets during the World’s Fair—
will instantly understand the signif-
icant, and often crass, commercial-
ism of the numerous exhibits.

The fair featured relics from the
past, artifacts from across the globe
and glimpses of the future with
new technology and inventions
presented in over 50,000 exhibits.
Paleolithic skeletons, Samoan tools,
taxidermy featuring a giant squid
with a “devil fish” moniker, and the
freshly launched light bulb all cap-
tured imaginations at the time—
not to mention the debut of Pabst

ming everything old, present, and
new about the world into a single
exhibition was a feature in itself.

The Field Museum is ready to
present the sources of these less-
than-humble beginnings. Appro-
priately, the “devil fish” will greet
visitors upon entering the sublime
exhibition, wrapping its tentacles
above their heads. Bundles of
mummy remains, ancient Peruvian
pottery and a gargantuan Brachio-
saurus femur all immediately draw
the eyes of onlookers. Even the
simple artifacts, such as ticket stubs
and maps from the fair, will make
guests stop and think about the
large droves of people that made
extensive treks to witness the spec-
tacle.

The soundtrack transcends the
era of the entire exhibit, demon-
strating the popular renditions of
jazz at the time and the African-
Americans that were barred from
the fair, forced to set the musical
mood from outside the gates. The
introduction of the Ferris wheel
is also well documented, detailing
how George Ferris wanted a piece
of architecture a person could ex-
perience that would trump all pre-

1338

The World's Fair in 1893 in Chicago

vious incarnations.

Because of this immense im-
portance and treasured past, the
Field Museum has committed to
examining these artifacts, and
more, that it initially offered over
120 years ago—and the results are
infinitely inspiring. The museum
itself was initiated during the fair
and essentially debuted on its own
after the “White City” lights went
dim. They have unearthed numer-

ous treasures from the fair and have
proudly placed them for re-exam-
ination in hopes of diverting our
attention from our iPhones, if only
for a few minutes.

And this is what makes the ex-
hibit so interesting. The mere fact
that so many people attended this
event and had their minds warped,
along with the rest of the country
for some time, is the current spec-
tacle. A similar event seems utterly

|

impossible and/or obligatory today.
Information is now more freely
available than ever, eliminating the
pursuit, and thus making a grand
spectacle, like the 1893 World’s Fair,
wildly fascinating and infinitely un-
attainable in the present.

“Opening the Vaults: Wonders of
the 1893 World’s Fair” is currently on
display at the Field Museum in Chi-
cago until September 7.

- T'he Classical Symphony Orchestra

Spectacular Literature - Awesome Perlormances!

Ex

erience the Power of our Orchestras!

Sunday, February 9, 2014 - 3:00 PM

Beethoven - Leonore Overture No. 3, Op. 73a
Hindemith - Symphonic Metamorphisis on Themes of Weber T'schaikowsky - Symphony No. 6 in B Minor “Pathetique”

Joseph Glvmph, Conductor

Northeastern Hlinois University
Salme Harju Stemberg Fine Arts Center, Auditorium
3701 West Bryn Mawr Avenue

Admission - §5.00
Free Parking in Parking Lot F

For further mformation - Call (312)341-1521

http://classicalssmphonvorchestra.org
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