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Diversity Opens Its Doors 

Students, faculty and staff gather at the newly improved Angelina Pedroso Center. 

Emmanuel Gonzalez 

With a new semester beginning 
at NEIU, the Angelina Pedroso 
Center for Diversity and Intercul­
tural Affairs welcomed students 
with an open house. 

Ryunji Park, a South Korean 
exchange student at NEIU, found 
herself "amazed" at the Pedroso 
Center. 

''At first, I was very surprised 
there was so many people;' Park 
said. "I really like it here:' 

She noted that although her 
university in South Korea has cen­
ters similar to the Pedroso Center, 
they are rarely taken advantage of 
by students. 

Alongside Park was Paula Lon­
dono, an exchange student from 
Colombia. Like Park, this was her 
first time walking into the Pedroso 

Center. 
"I think it's (the Pedroso Cen­

ter) pretty welcoming;' Londono 
said. "It's good to have these places 
where people can come and talk 
about community and socials is­
sues. And it's colorful, it's attractive, 
and it's warm:' 

Londono said she can see her­
self coming back to the Pedroso 
Center throughout the semester. 

'Tm going to take advantage of 
everything the university has to of­
fer;' she said. 

While the Pedroso Center op­
erates fluidly in its daily operations, 
serving both as a casual hangout 
for students and a place of study 
and discourse, there are still faculty 
working behind the scenes to put 
together programming and events 
such as the open house. 

One such person is Maria 

Genao-Homs, the interim execu­
tive director of the Pedroso Center 
and t e Latina/o Resource Director. 
She's been with the Pedroso Center 
since October 2013. She previously 
worked as the assistant director for 
multicultural affairs at Northwest­
ern University. Collectively, she has 
about eight years of experience in 
diversity and social justice work in 
higher education. 

Unique to this semester's open 
house is the physical expansion 
of the Pedroso Center which was 
completed in early December. The 
expansion included six new offic­
es, putting the Women's Resource 
Center and the LGBTQA Resource 
Center under the same roof as the 
other offices of Diversity and Inter­
cultural Affairs. 

"We create a safe space for 
students to come, gather casually, 

gather as a study group or just come 
and take a break in between class­
es:' Genao-Homs said. 

She said that the Pedroso Cen­
ter hosts an open house at the be­
ginning of each semester to wel­
come students returning to the 
campus and to introduce new stu­
dents to programs and facilities. 

''Also, they (students) get to 
know the staff at the center;' Genao­
Homs said. "So we do it as some­
thing that's very casual, so they can 
get to know us, know where we are 
and get to know some of our ser­
vices:' 

''I've been here (at the Pedroso 
Center) since my freshman year:' 
said Maria Rodriguez, a junior ma­
joring in early childhood education 
"All my free time is usually spent 
here. I come from the South Side, so 
I didn't really know anybody at the 
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school - this kind of became 'the 
spot: Also, they do well with diver­
sity: They put on a lot of events that 
keep you coming:' 

Despite Rodriguez's longtime 
relationship with the Pedroso Cen­
ter, it's still always attracting new 
students, such as freshman Karina 
Barajas. 

"I like the style of it;' Barajas 
said. "It's very expressive, the col­
ors and all. Since I've been here (at 
NEIU), I've come here a lot:' 

Another long-time goer of the 
Pedroso Center, Yesenia Esparza, 
a junior majoring in Spanish said, 
"This is one of my favorite rooms in 
the school, everyone here is friend­
ly and they always make you feel 
welcome to be here:' 
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Student Leadership Development: Som·ethin~tfor 
Everyone 
Veronica E. Rodriguez 

Hello, and welcome back! As 
the director of the Student Leader­
ship Development office, I am ex­
cited to tell you about everything 
our department offers. 

Are you looking to gain lead­
ership skills, make friends, create 
memorable experiences and make 
your mark on NEIU? Then the Of­
fice of Student Leadership Develop­
ment is a place you must check out. 

SLD, as we are known, puts on 
programs for all NEIU students, 
ranging from leadership workshops 
and social meetups to fun outings 
and service opportunities. Located 
in the lower level of the E building 
(below Beck's bookstore), SLD is 
also home to more than 70 student 
organizations, which cover a wide 
range of interests-from cultural to 
pre-professional and special inter­
est to academic-focused. 

There are several fraternities, 
sororities and coed Greek lettered 
organizations for those looking to 
make a life-long commitment. 

Are you interested in media and 

communications? We advise the 
student-run radio station, WZRD 
88.3 FM; Que Ondee Sola maga­
zine; Seeds Literary and Visual Arts 
Journal; and the Independent. 

Do you want your voice to be 
heard by the administratiop.? Join 
Student Government. Openings 
for Senators and Council of Club 
Representatives are available right 
now, with next year's elections just 
a couple months away. 

And, if there is a type of organi­
zation not on campus that interests 
you, SLD will walk you through the 
process of starting a new one. 

Besides organizations, SLD of­
fers many programs for every type 
of involvement. There are outings 
to discover and enjoy Chicago, like 
theatre and improv events, Cubs 
games, conferences, retreats and 
leadership workshops. 

For those interested in advanc­
ing their leadership skills, our Lead­
ership Pathways program allows 
students to personalize their expe­
rience. It includes an eight-week 
leadership class. 

For those interested in making 
a positive impact and a difference 

in the community, there are days of 
service and service opportunities, 
such as Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness Week and our most pop­
ular program, Alternative Spring 
Break (ASB). Students selected for 
ASB spend the week immersed in 
a culture and community, learning 
about challenges faced and those 
working to overcome them. Past 
trip topics have included: issues of 
immigration and border control; 
homelessness; food insecurity; edu­
cation inequity; Native American 
culture; and food sustainability. 

Whatever your interests, it is 
important to get involved in some 
way at NEIU. Studies show that 
students who are involved in some 
type of campus activity are retained 
and graduate at a higher rate. Plus, 
the skills you gain through our pro­
grams will make you stand out in 
the job market. 

Students involved in our pro­
grams learn time management, 
conflict resolution, budget man­
agement, public speaking, program 
and event planning, self-awareness 
and teamwork. 

For more information contact 

Students, faculty and staff gather at the newly improved An­
gelina Pedroso Center. 

the office at sld@neiu.edu or call 
773-442-4660. We hope to see you 
around! 

Our Leadership Philosophy: 
As the Office of Student Leadership 
Development, we strive to enhance 
our students' college experience 
through student engagement. We 
nurture students as they emerge 
on campus. We guide them as they 

advance through their collegiate 
career. We support them as they 
develop transferable skills. We ad­
vise them as they evolve into global 
citizens. We celebrate them as they 
recognize their potential. 

We cultivate leaders. 

eolice Blotter 

The following offenses occurred on the NEIU main campus from Dec. 
7 to Dec. 29: 

Dec. 7 - Parking Lot F: An unknown offender struck and damaged a 
victim's vehicle while in the lot. 

Dec. 12 - P.E. Building: Juvenile offenders stole an iPhone from a LIGA 
soccer event. The phone was recovered and parents of the offenders were 
notified. 

Dec. 29 - C.O.B.M.: A water leak inside of a room set off a smoke de­
tector which then set off the fire alarm. 
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Still no Ceiling for Pool 
She said it has to do with the state 
budget not yet being approved for 
this fiscal year. 

"When they're gonna approve 
(the state) budget?" Ito asked. 
"Only the state legislator and Raun­
er know that:' 

The tarp that now doubles as 
the pool's ceiling was only put there 
temporarily during construction 
for the purposes of catching debris 
during the construction, but wasn't 
meant to stay in that condition for 
very long. 

"I don't know how long the ceil­
ing can stay as it is before-there are 
concerns about snow weight or if 
there are leaks;' Merrill said. 

Merrill said he has no real con­
cerns for safety of the pool facil­
ity in its current condition. He said 
that if there were, the facility would 
not be open for use and the situa­
tion would be dealt with accord­
ingly. 

However, Noemi Reyes, a life­
guard who works at the pool, does 
have her reservations. 

Repairs on the pool facility's ceiling will remain stalled until state funding resumes. 

"It's very dangerous;' Reyes 
said. "Obviously there are water 
spots. As a lifeguard working here 
that's a huge concern, because who 
knows if that thing is going to fall 
on us." 

Laura Rojas 

NEIU's pool facility remains 
without a completed ceiling. In its 
place is a great white tarp. 

Construction began at the 
Physical Education Complex in 
February 2014, but work on the 
structure was suspended when the 

state budget was frozen by Gover­
nor Bruce Rauner last July. The tarp 
has been there ever since, covering 
the temporarily sealed ceiling that 
was amidst repairs. 

"The building is approximately 
30 years old, so at some point the 
ceiling needed to be repaired;' said 
Dave Merrill, director of campus 

recreations. "Money for that project 
came from the Capitol Develop­
ment Board (CDB), a state funded 
project:' 

According to Aquatics Coordi­
nator Gail Ito, when the contractor 
was hired and the ceiling was in­
spected, the estimated costs ended 
up higher than the university had 

prepared for. Therefore they had 
to bid for state funding which fur­
ther postponed the project. NEIU 
was approved for the funding, but 
shortly after that all CDB projects 
were halted. 

Ito added to Merrill's statement 
as to the reason for the freeze on 
CDB funded project~ in Illinois. 

It is currently unknown when 
repairs on the ceiling will be able to 
proceed. 

The other major project stalled 
by the freeze on CDB funding was 
NEIU's planned Education Build­
ing, which administration officials 
hoped would be completed by Fall 
2017 or early Spring 2018. 

NORTHEASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION 

Minutes (Pending for Approval) 
November 17rd, 2015 

A) Call to Order at 3:06 
B.) Roll Call . . . . 

1. Executive Board Members: President N_ick Mar~mez, Vice 

FUND OUR FUTURES! 

President Ricky Gutierrez, Secretary Yessica Garcia. Treasurer Max 
Caviness, Student Trustee Pedro Nungaray and IBHE-SAC 
Representative Emily Hosman 
2. Senators: Anna Augustyn, Arnold Garcia, Christopher Vazquez, 
David Diaz, Edwin Ramirez, Elizabeth Nieto, Erick Gonzales, Gonzalo 
Duran, Laura Ayala, Lily Butler-Ludwig, Luis Arriola, Roger Byrd, 
Shatara Mitchell. Thomas Montbriand and Tremayne Houston 

Defend public higher education in Illinois. 

Students, staff and faculty are uniting together: 
We demand a fair state budget! 

NO to higher tuition and fees 

NO to fewer class offerings 

NO to loss of jobs at NEIU 

YES to renewed MAP funding 

YES to passing a fair State Budget 

Save the date! 

Thursday, February 25, 2016, 3:05 PM 
NEIU main campus, LWH 1001 

Hear guest speakers. Participate in Speaking Out. 
For more information and to get involved: 

773-442-4286 (SGA office) 

C.) Approval of Minutes 
1. Minutes 11-03-15 

-Approved 
D.) Approval of Agenda 

1. Agenda 11-17-15 
-Approved 

E.) Executive Reports , . 
1. Due to space constrictions, this portion was exerted. T~e <;>fficial 
minutes can be found on the Student Government Association 
collegiate link page. 

F.) Old Business 
1. Senate Bill Bl6-30: A Bill to Establish Case Assignments 

- Senate Bill Bl6-30 passes with acclamation. 
2. Senate Bill Bl6-35: An Act to Change the Constitution 

- Roll Call: 
1. Anna Augustyn, Arnold Garcia, Christopher Vazquez, David Diaz, 
Edwin Ramirez, Elizabeth Nieto, Erick Gonzales, Gonzalo Duran, 
Laura Ayala, Lily Butler-Ludwig, Luis Arriola, Roger Byrd, Shatara 
Mitchell. Thomas Montbriand, Tremayne Houston, Treasurer Max 
Caviness and Secretary Yessica Garcia 

- Senate Bill Bl6-35 passes with acclamation. 
G.) Senate Reports: . 

1. Due to space constrictions, this portion was exerted. T~e <;>fficial 
minutes can be found on the Student Government Association 
collegiate link page. 

H.) Audience Particfpation and Announcements 
1. Linda Loew 

- AFSCME Local 1989 
2. Shanee Townsend 

- Leasing Assistant for Student Housing 
I.) Adjournment at 4: 21 
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Meet NEIU's New VP of Student Affairs 

NEIU's new VP of Student Affairs talks about his plans for his 
tenure. 

Luis Badillo 

Dr. Daniel Lopez now fills the 
role of vice president of student af­
fairs. 

He was given the job after a na­
tionwide search to fill the vacancy 
left by former VP of Student Affairs 
Dr. Frank E. Ross, who resigned 
from the position last summer. 

Lopez's educational back-
ground is filled with degrees from 
multiple universities, including 
Loyola, Illinois State and Harvard. 
However, students and faculty may 
already be familiar with Lopez, as 
he's worked for NEIU for nearly 13 
years. Up until recently, he was as­
sociate vice president for the divi­
sion of Student Affairs. 

As a part of a larger collabora­
tion with the division of Academic 
Affairs, Lopez wants the two de-

partments to work closer to find 
ways that both divisions can better 
serve students. 

"Student Affairs needs to work 
very closely with Academic Affairs 
when it comes to assisting with the 
retention and graduation of our 
African American students;' Lopez 
said. "We're identifying projects 
that both divisions are going to 
work to enhance or create initia­
tives to make a better place for our 
students:' 

Lopez expressed increased in­
terest for the university's other two 
campuses, the El Centro campus 
and the Carruthers Center for In­
ner City Studies (CCICS). 

"My philosophy for serving stu­
dents is it doesn't matter where they 
are;' Lopez said. "Any one of our lo­
cations: If there are students, that's 
where we need to be:' 

He also acknowledged the chal­
lenges faced by the university when 
it comes to providing more services 
to students. 

"It's a challenge because, even 
on our campus, this budget im­
passe has been difficult for us:' Lo­
pez said, referring to the stalemate 
in the Illinois state legislature. The 
state has been without a working 
budget since July 1, 2015 and will 
continue to operate without one 
until both the Democratic legisla­
tors and Gov. Bruce Rauner can 
agree on the terms of a budget. 

For NEIU and Lopez, this cre­
ates challenges to overcome. 

"We don't know what's coming;' 
Lopez said. The only thing we know 
is we don't have a budget thus far. 
It's a shame how others in our state 
legislature don't see how we trans­
form lives:' 

However, Lopez remains opti­
mistic about working at NEIU. 

"One of the beauties of North­
eastern, and this is one of the rea­
sons that I stay here, is we have 
people that are extremely commit­
ted to our students:' he said. "Many 
of us see ourselves in the students. I 
was a first generation, low-income, 
undocumented student when I was 
started college:' 

Lopez came to the United States 
when he was 10 years old. English 
was not his first language. 

"As an LGBTQA gay profes­
sional, I see myself in many of the 
students on this campus and I can't 
say that about other institutions:' 
Lopez said. ''And that's why I'm 
here:' 

~The Nest 
Northeastern Illinois University 
5500 North St. Louis Avenue I Chicago, ll 60625 I (773) 442-4663 
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About Us 

The Independent is 
a public forum for the 
university and community 
around Northeastern Illinois 
University. The Independent 
is completely student run and 
receives no prior review of its 
content by anyone other than 
its student editors. 

The Independent is 
published every other week 
except during summer and 
semester breaks. 

Deadlines are eight (8) 
days prior to the issue in 
which a contribution is to 
appear. Views expressed 
in letters are those of the 
university community and 
not those of the Editorial 
Board. 

The Editor-in-Chief is 
responsible for the content 
of the Independent, and 
views presented do not 
neccessarily represent those 
of the administration, faculty 
or students. 

The Independent is 
a member of the Illinois 
College Press Association and 
Associated Collegiate Press. 

The Independent 
Northeastern Illinois University 
Room E-049 
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Chicago, Illinois 60625 
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com 
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ing@gmail.com 
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What Larycia Hawkins Should Receive 
Thoughts on a Suspended Wheaton College Professor 

Dr. Larychia Hawkins 
posing in her hijab. 

Chris Churchill 

Hawkins. changing ideas passed down as in- Maybe God isn't saying any-
Hawkins is an Associate Profes- fallible truth from each faith's re- thing. Maybe God wants us to find 

sor of Political Science at Wheaton spective leaders, after all the good love ourselves and then share it. 
College, a Christian college in Chi- and all the evil perpetrated in the However, a college, especially 
cago's west suburbs. She has been name of both religion's central fig- a formalized Christian institution 
the focus of much controversy since ures, maybe we need to admit a such as Wheaton College, ceases 
she wore a hijab in her classes as a couple things. to be what it is when it opens up 
show of solidarity with Muslims, First, maybe we should admit to the greater truth that sometimes 
particularly Syrian refugees, during that most of us never really thought humans ( even the ones in charge of 
this very difficult time for so many long and hard about which religion deciding which ideas your church 
of them. we should follow. With the penalty holds most sacred) misinterpret the 

Wheaton College then sus- for our parents being wrong being actions or messages of God, what­
pended Hawkins, claiming that it eternal damnation, we are nearly ever God might be . 
wasn't because of the wearing hi- forced to believe that our parents Hawkins might be campaign­
jab but because of her explanation, had better be right. It's too hor- ing to keep her job right now but 
wherein she suggests a horror of rible to think our parents might she now has a bigger mission. She 
horrors: Christians and Muslims be thrown into that eternal lake of already gets the bigger point that 
might be worshipping the same fire. So chances are, without much God is bigger than any religion or 
God. thought at all, we accepted the re- book. God (if God exists) is big-

Her statement might have been ligion we were most exposed to. In ger than any volume of historically, 
I was raised in the Salvation more of a shock to Christians; that the same way I was born into be- philosophically and geographically 

Army church. (Yes, it's a church is if Pope Francis, leader of the ing a Kansas City Royals fan, I was limited narrative history. She al­
and not just a charity.) My parents, Catholic faith, hadn't made the given my earliest beliefs about God. ready gets that. 
grandparents and great grandpar- same statement the week before she Maybe we also need to admit Wheaton College cannot and 
ents were all Christian preachers, made her stance. She was simply that the messenger is not the mes- must not "get this" if they are to 
either Nazarene or Salvation Army. quoting the Pope. sage. Maybe the message should be remain an evangelical Christian 
I was a very religious young person. Apparently, that major similar- the only message: love and compas- liberal arts college. Humanity will 

However, like many, I have ity between the two faiths is not as sion from and for everyone. Maybe evolve to a more sophisticated, 
grown into more sophisticated be- important to Wheaton College as that's too difficult. compassionate and love-based view 
liefs about the universe I'm in as all the slight differences in the doc- Humans are great at making up of God or faith but most of today's 
I'm no longer a 4-year-old being trines and philosophies that each ideas like that but fail. That's okay, religions will not. 
told what to believe by my infallible faith keeps. though. For some reason, humans What Hawkins needs is a pay­
parents. Of course, I understand that have a tough time accepting that check from somewhere other than 

I still hold onto a belief in God, Jesus Christ is the focal point of we fail or that we misunderstand an evangelical Christian liberal arts 
but now also a belief that we can thin s. school, a platform from which to 
never truly know God's full natd . --..,1ffi,ml'l!ria;f11P'Wlllll'll'fflff"l~IIP"ffllr--~•-.i•---""""- --r--...:t;h:::e:a:tt:e.:.nt~iv~e:e:a::::r:.:.s::o;.t~o:.:_s:.:_e..;o~u;s ~w~o:._~~= 
' b 1· h t I · th focusing solely on which religious and regulations to keep us in me. 

I ve grown to e ieve t a ove is e I Th I long to put love before doctrine or 
l h . d th t figure to pray to is obscuring the "Why?" we ask ourse ves. e on Y 

on y important t mg an a com- h h i'deology. I, for one, think she <le-
d · h k more important point that God is answer we can come up wit is t at 

passion, not ju gment, is t e ey to c 11 bl 1· . serves that opportunity. 
Jove. Love is God. our absolutely in1a i e re 1g1ous 

peace. d 
All this has informed my opin- Both religions have been leader with a direct pipeline to Go 

ions about the story of Dr. Larycia around for centuries. After all the Almighty says so. 

New Year's Resolutions: Make 'Em, Break 'Em, Change 'Em 

MaryKroeck 

According to Statistic Brain, 
nearly half of all Americans make 
New Year's Resolutions. The top 
resolutions for 2015 included los­
ing weight, getting organized 
and spending less, saving more. 
Wouldn't it be great if all it took was 
a simple resolution to make these 
things happen? 

Personally, I like the idea of 
making resolutions, but I don't 
think they all need to be made at 
midnight on Dec. 31. Rather, I 
think resolutions can be made and 
changed throughout the year and 
maybe they should be. 

The University of Scranton 
reports that only about eight per­
cent of Americans actually follow 
through with their New Year's reso­
lutions. The reasons for the low suc­
cess rate can vary. 

I know I've made tons of resolu­
tions I haven't kept with the inten­
tion I had in mind, but rather than 
beat myself up about them, I shifted 
my goals and ultimately felt less dis­
appointed. 

One year I vowed that I 
wouldn't to go on a trip unless I 
could go someplace I hadn't been 
before. That same year, my partner 
and I decided to visit his family in 
California. I'd been to California, 

but not with him. So, I went any­
way. 

It was our first vacation togeth­
er. Sometimes it was frustrating, 
but most of the time it was nice. 
Even though we'd both been to the 
Golden State previously, we did 
things we hadn't done before. 

We attended The Los Angeles 
Film Festival, saw a taping of "At 
Midnight" and went to Malibu. We 
went on the Ferris wheel at Santa 
Monica Pier and walked by The 
Jim Henson Company Lot. The trip 
became a series of new adventures 
and ultimately, I indeed went places 
I hadn't been before. 

If I hadn't shifted my resolu­
tions and my expectations, I may 
never have gotten on that plane. 
What I thought would happen and 
what actually happened on that trip 
were two very different things. In 
the end, it was pretty great. 

I can't honestly say that I've 
made any resolutions this year. 
However, I can say that I have goals. 
My main goal is to graduate in May. 
Any good thing that happens in 
addition to that is just icing on the 
proverbial cake. 

Of course I, like most people, 
would like to lose weight and save 
more. Hopefully, with that well­
paying, steady-income job that so 
many covet after graduation, those 

• 

The gates of The Jim Henson Company in California, whe~e Ke~mit 
the Frog tips his hat to welcome lovers and dreamers. It s. a site I 
might not have seen without modifying a New Year's resolution. 

things will come, but I'm also not Maybe that's the secret to sue-
holding my breath. cess - celebrate your achieve-

Rather, I'm making plans. I ments, no matter their magnitude, 
spent a chunk of the winter break and learn from your errors. If noth­
cleaning up my resume. I got myself ing else, maybe we can all resolve to 
a new day planner with a gift card do that a little more. 
I was given and started scheduling 
things again - trying not to over-
book. 

I'm consciously making choices 
to not be part of negative environ­
ments and conversations. For the 
first time in my life, I'm learning to 
be okay with imperfection which, 
for a perfectionist, is really hard. 



6 OPINIONS 

Stop Crying Over Breast Milk 
Pablo Medina 

If breasts are out during sex, it's 
fine; God forbid one should decide 
to feed a baby with them. 

That is the view of talk show 
host Wendy Williams and appar­
ently, she's not alone. 

On Jan. 6, actress Alyssa Mi­
lano was a guest on "The Wendy 
Williams Show" and commented 
on her rationale of documenting 
her breastfeeding experiences on 
social media. 

"I don't need to see that;' Wil­
liams said in regards to Milano's 
posts. 

"You're lucky the baby's not 
here;' Milano replied. "I'd whip 'em 
out right here and feed him on your 
show:• 

Milano's strong and dignified 
defense garnered a large applause 
from Williams' audience. 

It is powerful moments such 
as this-a mother standing up for 
the natural nourishment of her 
child-that highlight mothers as 
proud caretakers of the next gen­
eration. 

However, some people feel 
the act of breastfeeding is an act 
of indecent exposure and, there­
fore, shame the mothers in public 
view. 

Nourishing a child with one's 
own breast milk is not indecent. 
The milk from a mother provides 
the necessary nutrients that build 
the digestive system, bones and im-

A woman nursing in public. 

mune system of the baby. 
According to the National 

Resources Defense Council, the 
health benefits that come from 
breastfeeding in infancy are include 
resistance to disease and infection 
and decreased likeliness to contract 
diseases like juvenile diabetes and 
cancer before age 15. 

Benefits for mothers include 
decreased likelihood of develop­
ing osteoporosis in the future, loss 
of pregnancy weight, and lowered 
risk of breast, uterine and ovarian 
cancer. 

Yet, the act of breastfeeding is 

something that can be especially 
hard on working mothers. 

According to a Boston Globe 
article by Sanjena Sathian, work­
ing mom Kate Abra Frederick was 
forced to make the choice between 
going to work or losing her job to 
feed her child. 

Her employer would not extend 
her break from 15 to 30 minutes so 
she could get to a local daycare cen­
ter minutes from her office, breast­
feed her child (who wouldn't take 
a bottle) and get back to her work 
day. 

Undoubtedly, this is an issue for 
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more than just Frederick. 
People who think of the act as 

indecent have to understand that 
the breast is not, by design, a sexual 
object. 

"Biologically, they're not made 
for sexual things;' Milano said in 
her interview with Williams. "That's 
what we have done to them." 

It is not hard to understand 
where Williams' views are coming 
from. When someone sees nudity, 
a general response is to look away. 

Yet, it may not always be in dis­
gust, instead sometimes out of per­
ceived decency. 

Ironically, in a country where 
Miley Cyrus is allowed to expose 
as much of her body as she wants, 
the simple act of naturally feeding a 
child is more shocking. 

Some would argue alternatives 
such as feeding in a private area, us­
ing formula instead of breast milk 
or even waiting until a mother goes 
home are more decent ways to feed 
a child. 

Though these may be options 
for some moms, they're not always 
feasible. 

Some public places don't have 
private areas to pump. Some babies 
don't like breast covers and take 
them off their nursing mother. 

No mother wants to starve their 
child. 

Discomfort is only felt by those 
who don't want to see it, to which 
I would say look away. No one is 
forcing you to watch. 

Women have a right to breast­
feed wherever they please, free 
from the negativity of others. 

There is no such thing as a 
breastfeeding crime because even 
the government understands that 
a baby must be nourished and at­
tended to, however uncomfortable 
that might make someone else. 

As a society, we should find 
more ways to be supporting moth­
ers who breastfeed, rather than 
shaming them. 

hangin 

MaryKroeck 

Chicago: Destroying Culture for Condos 

The Alley, a store specializing in alternative we~rs, is set to 
close on Jan. 19 in light of a massive construction project and 
higher taxes. 

Chicago as a city has come to 
terms with change many times over. 
However, it's not something that 
tends to come to the city naturally 
or with ease. 

There was once a time the or­
ange line didn't exist, the expen­
sive houses off Roosevelt and State 
weren't more than a massive puddle 
of mud, and the city streets weren't 
lined with potted plants. There was 
a time when Pilsen was predomi­
nantly German and a coal factory 
stood in the shadow of Wrigley 
Field. 

We're living in Chicago in a time 
of transition again. Mainstays of the 
city, like Ed Debevic's - a restaurant 
where you could get French fries 
served with a side of sass - closed 
last October, to make way for new 
condos. Improv comedy house, iO 
shut its doors on Clark Street in July 
as the block is the part of the Wrig­
ley Field renovation project, which 
includes the possible construction 
of new condos. 

This week The Alley, a giant in 
Chicago's alternative scene for more 
than four decades, also bites the 
dust - in light of the construction 
of its neighbor, a former Dunkin' 
Donuts, being transformed into 
condos. 

Though I visited all three of 
these places, the closing of The Al­
ley hits me the hardest. I wasn't a 
regular there. I didn't make it my 
mission to seek the store out for 
Christmas spending. When I went 
though, it was like going on a pil­
grimage. 

In high school, going to The Al­
ley and spending the day going from 
store to store on Clark and Belmont 
was an adventure. My friends and 
I would hop the red line on a half­
day of class and head for Lakeview. 
It was a whole different experience 
from the shopping malls of Chicago 
Ridge and Ford City that sold cook­
ie cutter merchandise and generally 
had hints of the food court restau­
rants embedded in its wears. 

Once we hit Belmont, the air 
was different. The Alley's iconic 
commercials on QlOl embedded 
its address in our minds: "Belmont 
and Clark ... if you dare!" We dared. 

We dared because we wanted 
purple hair dye and ball chain neck­
laces. We dared because we wanted 
to try on hippie skirts and look at 
belly button rings. We dared be­
cause we wanted to find clothes that 
expressed who we were, free from 
judgment, get ideas for our own art 
and be in a part of the city where 
people don't care if you had purple 
hair and wear ball chain necklaces. 
In fact, at The Alley, one can feel out 
of place if you don't fit that descrip­
tion (i.e. me at 15-years-old). 

On Jan. 19, the air on Belmont 
and Clark will surely change again 
as The Alley closes its doors. 

Yes, stores relocate. The afore­
mentioned i.O. did just that. Ed De­
bevic's might and The Alley might 
reopen in new locations and evolve 
into something bigger (maybe even 
better) than they once were. 

The tragedy here is that all these 
places made their indelible marks 
for being different and yet, they 
stand to be replaced by cookie cut-

ter condos. Ironically, this is hap­
pening in a state in a constant state 
of exodus. 

Earlier this year, the Chicago 
Tribune and several other news 
outlets reported that Illinois resi­
dents are fleeing from the state's 
high taxes and brutal winters, with 
about 10,000 residents packing 
their belongings and moving out. In 
fact, the 39th Annual Movers Study 
by United Van Lines showed that 
Illinois was ranked third in states 
people were moving out of and has 
been in the top five states that peo­
ple leave for the past seven years. 

The Alley, Ed Debevic's and i.O. 
(which re-opened in Lincoln Park) 
are all about breaking from the sta­
tus quo. Given how many people 
are leaving the state, maybe we 
don't need more places for people 
to live. 

Maybe we need to support the 
culture that thrives in our commu­
nities a little more to make that liv­
ing more enjoyable. Maybe we need 
to stop ordering everything online 
and shop local, get off ofNetflix and 
see some live theatre, or choose to 
go to a restaurant that doesn't de­
liver once in a while instead of or­
dering every other meal from Grub 
Hub. 

Yes, those things can seem in­
convenient, but would it kill us to 
go out of our way every once in a 
while to support our local business 
people instead of corporate con­
glomerates? If it does, then I shutter 
to think of what our city will be like 
for future generations, what adven­
tures they'll have to go on and what 
history we'll have left to share. 
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Revenge of the Benchwarmer 
Spencer Jones 

I've been around sports 
my entire life, though I wasn't 
necessarily good at them. 

In grammar school I only made 
the boys softball team because they 
couldn't reject me. 

It was kind of like the No Child 
Left Behind Act of extracurricular 
activities. 

No matter how much I dropped 
a pop fly, or ran the wrong way on 
the bases, they couldn't reject me. 

This was probably the first and 
last time I was picked for a team 
sport, because one day, while I was 
cheering on the bench it hit me. 

Yes, a bat hit me. Knocked 
unconscious, I realized that playing 
organized sports was not my 
calling, and I retired at the early age 
of 13. 

When high school came 
around I became more involved in 
the behind-the-scenes aspects of 
sports. 

I learned all of the rules and 
play calls, anything that I could do 
to stay relevant. 

Basketball and boxing were 

probably the only sport that I 
attempted to play, and I was quite 
good at them. 

Freshman to junior 
I attended basketball 

year, 
camps 

arranged by Sonny Parker, father 
of Milwaukee Bucks forward Jabari 
Parker. 

Boxing came around when I 
understood that I had a lot of anger 
that wasn't healthy for anyone to 
carry around. 

Maybe it was from that bat 
hitting me in the head, or all of 
those years of being picked last 
during gym class. 

I learned over the years that 
I can talk about sports longer 
than my un-athletic body can last 
playing one. 

Sitting on those hard wooden 
benches, or filling up water bottles 
is where I found out my true 
passion for sports centered around 
me being off of the court. 

Fast forward to present day, my 
sports knowledge has taken me to 
places that I was once looking at on 
my television. 

cont. page 8 
The view of from behind the scenes during the IHSA 4A championship press conference. 

A Welcome Back with Some Cubs History 
Christian Gralak 

Hey everyone, welcome back! 
I hope you all had a great winter 
break and a very happy new year! 

My name is Christian Gralak 
and I'll be one of the writers for the 
sports section this semester. 

My love for sports has always 
been strong. When I was young, I 
played on a youth baseball league 
and my team was called Chicago 
Pipe and Boiler. 

I pitched most of the time but I 
also played shortstop and first base. 

Out of all our beloved Chi­
cago sports teams, the Chicago 
Cubs were the team to claim my 
heart. 

Even though they've had their 
history of losing, it's always an 
amazing feeling to see the "W" 
flag raised up in Wrigley and 
around the neighborhood, rain or 
shine. 

If someone were to ask me what 
was one of the greatest games you 
remember watching, it would defi­
nitely be when the Cubs came back 
against the Colorado Rockies in 
2008. 

Lou Piniella was coaching the 
team back then-taking the Cubs 
to two consecutive postseasons in 
2007 and 2008. 

The Cubs were down by a score 
of 9-1 in the bottom of the sixth 
inning and many thought this was 
just another game to hang up and 
forget about. 

Not the Cubs though. 
Kosuke Fukudome would come 

up to the plate with one man on and 
nobody out. With a 2-1 count, Fu­
kudome crushed a home run to left 
field, making the score 9-3 and cut­
ting the Cubs' deficit to six. 

In that same inning, right after 
Fukudome, Jim Edmonds blasted 

Chicago Cubs marquee outside of Wrigley Field. 

another homer to center field mak­
ing the score 9-4. 

As the game went on into the 
bottom of the seventh, the Cubs 
made it clear that they weren't go­
ing away. 

Catcher Henry Blanco, an 
unlikely hero, stepped up to the 
plate with a man on first and one 
out. 

On a 1-1 count, Blanco blasted 
a homer to left field making the 
score 9-6. 

A few minutes later, Edmonds 
would come through again with 
two men on and one out. 

With a 1-1 count, Edmonds 
doubled to deep center and 
cleared the bases, making the score 
9-8. 

Then, Mark DeRosa, the main 
hero of the game, would come up 
with a full count and one out, and 
blast a two-run homer to deep left­
center field giving the Cubs a 10-9 
lead over the Rockies. 

Kerry Wood would then com­
plete the save in the ninth and just 
like that, the Cubs completed their 
eight-run comeback against the 
Rockies with their unforgettable 
six-run seventh inning. 

That _ was the game that re­
ally got me into believing that no 
matter what the odds are, if you're 
down and out never give up, be­
cause there is always a chance for a 
comeback. 

As a Communication/Media/ 

Theatre major it is my dream to be­
come a sports broadcaster for the 
Cubs one day. 

Any broadcasting job would be 
a dream come true in general. 

I wish everyone the best of luck 
this semester and hope to see some 
new faces stop by! 
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Rethinking Fan Votes for NHL All-Star Game 
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John Scott from 2009 as a member of the Minnesota Wild,just one of the six teams he has been a part of during his eight year career in the NHL. Scott was 
traded from the Arizona Coytoes to the Montreal Canadiens on Jan. 15, negating his chance to play in the NHL All-Star game Jan. 31 in Nashville. 

Brett Starkopf 

Out of the big four sports in the 
U.S., the NHL is hurting the most in 
fan support while still trying to re­
cuperate from the 2012-2013 lock­
out shortened season. You would 
think the league would do every­
thing in its power to maintain fan 
support by doing what is best for 
itself and for the fans. 

The league's handling of John 
Scott is a prime example of why 
fans are losing interest. They claim 
that All Star weekend is for the fans, 
which is why the fans have the op­
portunity to select representatives. 

When the fans voted for Scott­
the 6-foot-8, 259-pound enforcer 
who has played a total of 11 games 
this season, tallying one point for 
the Arizona Coyotes and, tech­
nically, wasn't even on the team 
when the All-Star captains were 
announced-ironically, he admit­
ted to ESPN's Pierre LeBrun that 
he wasn't digging the joke before 
finally accepting that he was going 
to be an All-Star, albeit he knows he 
is undeserving. 

"It's funny, every day you get a 
different opinion from somebody 
else. You talk to your management, 
your coaches, your teammates;' 
Scott told LeBrun on Jan 7. "At 

first, it was kind of like a joke and 
I wasn't really a fan of it. I was like, 
'Let's end this quick and move on: 
And once it started to gain speed 
and gain momentum behind it, I 
started to talk to more people and 
realized, 'This is probably going to 
happen: So I had to start to change 
my tune from, 'I don't want to do 
this, I don't like this' to 'If it hap­
pens, I'll be happy and we'll have 
some fun with it: 

''.At first, it was super negative, 
I didn't want it to happen, but now 
it's here and we'll have a good time 
with it:' 

Scott was also aware that hex 
shouldn't be an all-star. The Coy­
otes posed a note from Scott on 
their Twitter account Dec. 3 saying 
that he was "flattered and grateful" 
for the fans thoughts but "a few of 
my teammates are a bit more de­
serving of a vote:' 

But once the Internet gets a 
hold of an idea, the "armchair war­
riors" don't stop until they get what 
they want. Which they did as Scott 
was the leading votes, despite being 
waived by the Coyotes three times 
this season. 

The NHL did not like the idea 
of Scott being an all-star and they 
may have won the battle. 

Scott was traded to the Montre-

BENCHWARMER: 
continued from page 7 

I've had the honor of working 
with TV crews on professional 
basketball games, both high school 
and collegiate sports. 

Most notably I worked as a 
camera utility for Game 5 of the 
NBA Playoffs between the Chicago 
Bulls and Milwaukee Bucks, utility 
for the 2015 ESPNU Powerade Jam 
Fest, Camera Operator for the City 
Colleges of Chicagds Game of the 
Week, 

Production Assistant for the 
2014 Midwest Emmys, and NBC's 
new hit drama Chicago Med. 

Now, I've been given the 
opportunity to serve as the 
Independents Sports Editor with a 
group of talented writers. 

To work for an organization 
that allows me to talk and write 
about sports is a dream come true. 

I can assure all of our readers 
that this semester's issues will be 
informative, witty, and as exciting 
as last year's. 

al Canadiens last Friday who quick­
ly sent him to the minors, leaving 
his status for the all-star game in 
question. Bob McKenzie of TSN 
( the Canadian equivalent of ESPN) 
said in a tweet on Jan. 15 that the 
trade "likely" takes care of Scott 
participating in the All-Star Game. 
McKenzie also noted in his tweet 
that the NHL and Coyotes asked 
Scott to "bow out" of the game and 
Scott "refused:' 

McKenzie also believes the 
trade was made to keep Scott out of 
the game. 

"(Scott's) inclusion in this trade, 
in my mind, was absolutely orches­
trated to solve the All-Star issue for 
the league;' McKenzie told TSN ra­
dio last Friday. 

The spectacle of the All-Star 
game has become a spectacle in and 
of itself. Nobody takes it seriously 
anymore, not the fans, not the play­
ers, and, especially, not the league. 
Last season, Zemgus Girgensons of 
Buffalo Sabres was the leading vote­
getter due in large part to citizens 
of his native country, Latvia, voting 
for him. 

All-Star game selections are not 
merit based. They are just selections 
of who fans want to see. Ideally, 
players should be rewarded for their 
play at the halfway point of the sea-

son because if their multi-million 
dollar contracts aren't enough, 
then their All Star selection might 
be the only accomplishment some 
players garner. 

The NHL already suspends 
players for not wanting to partici­
pate in All-Star Game festivities, 
and now, they are dictating for 
whom the fans should vote. Sure, 
the fans succeeded in voting in 
an unlikely candidate, making a 
mockery of the long-running joke 
that is the All-Star Game but that 
is in large part due to the inepti­
tude of commissioner Gary Bett­
man. 

Maybe if the game was worth 
something, like how the winner 
of the MLB gets home field ad­
vantage fo the World Series, fans 

By the Nuinbers 
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would vote differently and try to 
put together the best team so the 
team they support is best fitted 
for championship, should they get 
there. 

But who knows? The only thing 
true is that the All-Star Game is 
supposed to be an exhibition-a 
fun, relaxing weekend for the play­
ers and fans alike-and shouldn't be 
riddled with controversy. 

Brett Starkopf is a junior study­
ing English and Linguistics. 

His love for sports started at the 
tender age of three when he began to 
play hockey and baseball. Growing 
up in the '90s, 

Brett started following the Chi­
cago Bulls and his love affair for bas­
ketball began, though he has never 
played outside of a P.E. class. 

He grew up in the northwest 
suburbs of Chicago and, when he 
was old enough, he would cut classes 
in high school to go watch the Cubs 
play.'~ 

He is a devout Cubs-ist, which 
was inherited from his father, who, 
in turn, inherited it from his father. 
He believes the New Year actually 
begins when pitchers and catchers 
report for Spring Training sometime 
in February. 

His fondest sports memories are 
when he shot the puck during the 
second intermission of a Blackhawks 
game in 1998, making his first shot 
but missing the subsequent three; 
watching the Bears lose to the Eagles 
in the 2001-2002 NFC Divisional 
round of the playoffs then going from 
Soldier Field to the United Center to 
watch Michael Jordan's first game 
back in Chicago as a member of the 
Washington Wizards; Game 4 of the 
2010 Western Conference Playoffs 
when the Blackhawks completed 
their sweep of the San Jose Sharks en 
route to a Stanley Cup; and watch­
ing the Cubs advance to the National 
League Championship Series in 2015 
and seeing Kyle Schwarber hit the 
top of the right field scoreboard. 
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Commemorating ·commencement 
Rut Ortiz 

The buzz of excitement 
was unmistakable. Within 
a sea of black caps and 
gowns, students donned 
stoles, honors and various 
forms of bedazzlements. They 
marched to their seats, with 
family and friends watching 
in anticipation of the ultimate 
goal: a college degree. 

Whether it was a master's 
or bachelor's, each student 
crossed the finish line and 
victory took place on Dec. 
13, 2015 at NEIU's winter 
commencement ceremony 
held at the UIC Pavilion. 

President Sharon Hahs and 
Provost Richard Helldobler 
awarded Dame Libby Komaiko 
the founder of the Ensemble 
Espanol Dance Theater and 
Residence at NEIU - the 
Distinguished Alumnus 
Award. 

"I am truly honored and 
very humbled;' Komaiko 
said, beginning her address as 
commencement speaker. 

"Your academic and 
personal accomplishments 
merit you a Northeastern 
Illinois University diploma 
and are testament to your 
continuing philosophy [ as 
a] lifetime learner;' Komaiko 
stated, as she looked back on 
her time spent at NEIU and 
her long and distinguished 
love of Spanish dance 

"The world needs you now" 
said Komaiko, as she removed 
her glasses to address the 
pavilion and conclude. "Join 
us please:' 

Graduate Edgar Torres 
presented the 2015 Class Gift 
and congratulated his peers all 
around him. 

"[Thanks] for leaving your 

legacy at NEIU;' said Torres. 
"Your efforts and generosity 
will continue to advance the 
mission of this institution:' 

Student speaker Samantha 
Sartin then told the graduates 
her story of being a high 
school dropout at 16, a single 
mother of two daughters by 
the time she was 19 while 
carrying fulltime employment. 

"Society and statistics 
told me that as a high school 
dropout and single mother, 
I would never see a college 
degree;' said Sartin, wiping 
away tears. "My decision to 
become a teacher are driven by 
meeting the needs of children 
who are often written off by 
society and are at risk of getting 
lost in a downward spiral:' 

Sartin recalled her 
experience of obtaining her 
GED and enrolling in college 
with a determination to beat 
the odd against her. She 
graduated with a bachelor's in 
Elementary Education. 

Towards the end of her 
speech, Sartin touched on the 
emotion of fear and how it can 
negatively impact a person's 
pursuit of achievements. 

"Fear places limits on 
your life by polluting your 
mind with thoughts of 
unworthiness, thoughts of 
doubt and thoughts oflacking;' 
she concluded. 

Yet, her ultimate message 
was one that can resonate with 
graduates as they embark on 
their new journeys. 

"I am sharing [my story] 
with everyone here today to 
be an example that you are 
ultimately in control of your 
destiny;' Sartin said. "Never 
let anyone place limits on your 
success and dictate what you 
can and cannot do. 

I. f Yov et\COl.lfi'tC OI.. 
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T~e Do's and D9n't's of the Spring Semester 
Hailey G. Boyle 
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Luke Temple, Peter Hale, 
performance at Bonnaroo. 

5 Tracks You May Have Missed in 2015 
(But Should Still Check Out) 
Jonathan Extract 

Aside from "To Pimp a 
Butterfly" by Kendrick Lamar and 
"Currents," the third studio album 
by Australian rockers Tame Impala, 
major record releases of 2015 (like 
Adele's "25") seemed to smother 
radio waves, leaving little room 
for competition. While everyone 
is still bumping Kendrick, here are 
five other tracks that are worth 
checking out: 

1) "Beautiful Blue Sky" - Ought 
I caught Ought while covering 

Pitchfork Music Festival, and while 
practically every kid and their dad 
was watching Wilco, I was treated 
to the blissful surprise of seeing this 
song live, and it was great. What 
is most captivating is Tim Darcy's 
vocals.With an artsy smack of Iggy 
Pop, he lashes out the mundane 
drivel of everyday life, "How's the 
family?/Fancy seeing you here/ 
Time and off again" to ecstatic and 
transcendental levels. The effect is 
mesmerizing. 

2) "Bunker Buster" - Viet Cong 
Viet Cong have had a 

bittersweet year. Their debut record 
initially received critical acclaim, 
but was ultimately snubbed by most 
music critics for top 2015 picks. 
Furthermore, the controversy 
over their poorly chosen name 
has taken the spotlight away from 
their ferocious and satisfying live 
shows. "Bunker Buster" highlights 
all of the best aspects of Viet Cong; 
juxtaposed icy and melodic chords 
over biting grungy energy- all in off 
timing - while culminating into one 
cohesive and exciting track. By far 
it's one of the best songs of the year. 

3) "Note to Self" - Mild High 
Club 

"Timeline;' Mild High Club's 
debut record, was the psychedelic 
album that I really wanted this 
year. It doesn't have the lush, hook­
filled precision of Tame Impala's 
"Currents;' , but this hazy- dazey, 
melodic, dreamy LP easily sneaked 
past Mac Demarco's "Another One" 
to become my make-out record of 
the year . Kissing aside, tracks like 
"Note to Self" provide a colorful, 
seemingly effortless mood with 
jangly guitars, tasteful synths, and 
dreamy lyrics and vocals. This track 
is certainly the highlight of the 

record. 

4) "T.I. W.Y.G." - Savages 
Savages are like The Pretenders 

of 2015, except this time Chrissie 
Hynde is pissed. Given the three 
excellent singles that have dropped 
in promotion of their upcoming 
album "Adore Life:' T.I.W.Y.G 
stands out as an aggressive and 
exciting new sound. Perhaps it 
is indicative of where lead singer 
Jehnny Beth's head it right now: 
someplace angry, vengeful, and yet 
vulnerable. 

5) "Be Small" - Here We Go 
Magic 

This was another record 
completely snubbed by the music 
critic machine. Here We Go Magic 
was a promising group back in 
2009, but they then proceeded to 
make a series of sleepy records that 
lost the attention of anyone who 
had been listening. They do a 180 
with "Be Small" as a record, creating 
a complicated, artsy, Brian-Eno-like 
affair, with beautiful production 
and hypnotic composition. The title 
track brilliantly highlights all these 
motifs. 
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Gaming Surprises 
Luis Badillo 

Last year proved to be an 
exciting time for video games. Not 
only was the year full of blockbuster 
releases , but it also saw some huge 
technological advances, making 
the future even more exciting for 
players. And yet, it's the smaller 
games that managed to d~liver the 
best experiences. 

Here's a short list of some of the 
· year's unexpectedly good games: 

enough. Through this, players can 
begin to intuit when she's genuinely 
happy, upset or ,not telling 100 
percent of the truth. 

The more Hannah talks into 
the camera, the more leads the 
player can search for to uncover 
the truth of her husband's murder. 
It's a game that respects the player's 
'intelligence by not holding their 
hands and letting them find clues 
on their own. 
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"Her Story:' Developed by 
Sam Barlow 

"Rocket League:' Developed 
byPsyonix 

Sports games aren't every 
gamer's cup of tea. However, when 
"Rocket League" was released last 
summer, the gaming world instantly 
fell in love with soccer, maybe 
because the game's definition of 
soccer is one in which the players 
are replaced with rocket-equipped 
cars. 

If the player decides to avoid killing enemies in Undertale, they will befriend the protagonist. 

While many mystery games 
guide you through the twists and 
turns, "Her Story" plays things a 
little differently. In this murder 
mystery, players sift through a 
database of video interviews of 
Hannah Smith, the wife of the 
victim. By entering search terms 
on an old police computer, players 
unravel the events leading up to 
the murder while also discovering 
more about Hannah's tale. 

What makes the game so 
impressive is its sole actress 
delivering all of the game's 
narrative. Players will start to 
learn Hannah's body language and 
facial expressions, if they play long 

The 3-on-3 gameplay of 
"Rocket League" is high octane 
action from start to finish. That's 
because the vehicle dynamics and 
maneuverability allow for some 
of the most insane moments any 
player can have with a sports game. 
The moment oflaunching the car in 
the air with rocket boosters to score 
a winning goal is only topped by 

the proceeding moment in which 
a giant soccer ball explodes as it 
enters the net. 

The bombastic tone of "Rocket 
League" doesn't stop with the on­
field stunts and auto-acrobatics. 
The whole game revels in its humor, 
even letting players customize their 
cars with flags, paint jobs, and hats. 
There are few games that came out 
in 2015 that match the energy and 
fun of a turbo-powered low rider 
wearing a wizard hat. 

"Undertale" Developed by 
tobyfox 

There is no shortage of modern 
games catering to player's sense 

of nostalgia. "Undertale" not only 
manages to be a love letter to games 
of years past, but is a heart-felt 
achievement on its own. 

On the surface, "Undertale" 
appears to be a retro-style role­
playing game, RPG, complete with 
pixel art characters and catchy 
chiptune music, a la "Legend of 
Zelda:' The protagonist is a young 
child trying to find their way 
home after falling into a hole that 
transported them to a world of 
subterranean monsters. 

However, "Undertale" is much 
more than just a nostalgia trip. 
As the game progresses, players 
are introduced to an ensemble of 

memorable and silly characters, 
laugh-out-loud dialogue and some 
of the funniest moments in gaming. 
It's hard to not love Sans, the skelton 
comedian who speaks primarily 
in bone puns, or Dr. Alphys, the 
socially awkward scientist who 
loves Japanese anime. 

Aside from that, this 
game messes with the player's 
expectations. Though "Undertale" 
features random battles with 
monsters, the protagonist doesn't 
actually have to kill anyone. On top 
of that, the story breaks the fourth 
wall and uses it for its own story. All 
these factors make"Undertale" the 
most exciting game of 2015. 

Glamour is the New Black 
Jose Rivera's New Play Tells Stories of Female Prisoners 

MaryKroeck 

In the women's prison of El 
Buen Pastor in Bogota, Colombia, 
something rather unusual takes 
place. For one day each year, jail 
clothes are replaced with pageant 
gowns, a typically bleak courtyard 
becomes a stage and prisoners 
who may have been at odds come 
together to strut their stuff for a 
chance to be something they might 
not have had the opportunity to 
be outside of the prison - a beauty 
queen. 

Academy Award nominated 
screenwriter and Obie Award 
winning playwright Jose Rivera 
along with director Steve Cosson 
witnessed the competition for 
"Senorita Simpatia;' El Buen Pastor's 
annual beauty pageant honoring the 
Virgin of Mercy. What they saw and 
the interviews they conducted with 
prisoners became ''.Another Word 
for Beauty;' a world premiere play 
opening at the Goodman Theatre 
on Jan. 25. The show also features 
music by Grammy Award winner 
Hector Buitrago. 

The largely Latina cast features 
Stephanie Andrea Barron, who 
is making her Goodman Theatre 

debut in this show as Yolanda, the 
youngest woman in the pageant. 

"I think that this play tackles a 
lot of issues that are overlooked;' 
said Barron, "I think Steve and 
Jose have really put together a 
very focused way of looking at the 
prison .... 

but because it's real and because this 
is stuff that's still happening and 
Colombia is in this dark place right 
now, it awakens you:' 

[With] each of the women [the 
audience gets] to look at all of the 
different circumstances that they're 
in and all of the stories they have 
and each one is very different. We 
have people who have fought in the 
war [in Colombia] on both sides, 
women who have just taken some 
wrong turns, women that have 
gotten caught up in drugs and it's 
all these political and social issues 
that people don't think about:' 

Yunuen Pardo plays Jeimi, a 
woman imprisoned for being a 
drug mule and stealing cars for 
narcos (drug dealers). Though the 
character is rooted in facts, Jeimi is 
the most fictitious, a combination 
of different people. Pardo feels the 
reality the show is based on changes 
her approach. 

The cast of "Another Word for Beauty" in rehearsal at 
Goodman Theatre. 

The characters in the show 
are based on real inmates in the 
prison, which presents a unique 
opportunity for the actors. 

"This is probably the first show 
that I've ever done that's based on 
a real-life situation;' said Barron. 
"I feel like I have a responsibility 
of telling the story and [to] really 
live it because it's real. It's not 
make-believe. It makes it harder 
to do sometimes. It's a very dark, 
emotional place you have to go to ... 

"It is very different;' said Pardo. 
"What changes for me in this case 
is knowing that I have to be present 
and alive with the other actresses 
that are actually representing these 
women makes it so much more real 
for me. Their stories and their words 
hit me in a much deeper waf' 

Pardo admits she also 
understands the appeal of 
pageants as a way to teach inmates 
socioemotional and professional 
skills, as they have to work together 
designing costumes and floats for 
the event. 

"I did a couple of pageants 
when I was youp.ger;" said Pardo. 
"Though it sounds so superficial, 
these more profound things do 
happen because you're put in such 

a vulnerable moment and all this 
responsibility of being beautiful or 
all these stereotypes that you have 
to try live up to you [ make you] start 
realizing what you as a women can 
actually give .... Many people think 
[the pageant in El Buen Pastor is] 
unnecessary and what not and it's 
just for them to go through the year 
and forget about them being in jail, 
but I think they do learn how to feel 
better about themselves and how 
to find some strength within their 
roots:' · 

Dramaturge Neena Ardent 
explained the show encapsulates 
part of the mission of the Goodman 
Theatre as well as presents a story 
that many can relate to. 

• "Part of OI.!,~ programmatic goals 
at the Goodman is to tell the stories 
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of people who might not have their 
stories told most of the time;' said 
Ardent. "These are women who are 
kind of shut away. So making sure 
that we're doing. justice to those 
stories and telling them in a way 
that does justice to those women is 
certainly a challenge . . .. On the one 
hand it takes place in a very foreign 
culture. On the other hand, all the 
themes it deals with are of course 
very universal:' 

"Another Word for Beauty" runs 
Jan. 25 - Feb. 21 at the Goodman 
Theatre, 170 N. Dearborn. Student 
tickets are $10 with promo code 
lOTIX and a valid student ID. Visit 
GoodmanTheatre.org for more 
information about tickets and 
upcoming special events. 
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