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'Nicholas Nickleby' knocks 'em dead 

Theater 
...., 
' by Carole Heiman 

The life and Adventures of 
Nickolas Nickelby is shown 
in two parts, T uesdoy thru 
Friday; it is shown in one 
part on Saturdays and Sun
days, with a 55 minute din
ner break at 6:00. 

Neighborho od 
restaurants offer and pro

, mise fast service if you call 
for reservation. The Eighth 
Street Deli offers fast 
sandwiches. 

The play is scheduled to 
run for eight weeks and 
tickets range from $55.00 
to $75.00; it is a bargain 
for great theatre and an 
event that will not likely be 
duplicated in our lifetimes. 

" 'Ey sir, 'ow about in
vesting a bit in our next 
production?" 

"And how much must I in
vest?" 

"Only four shillings, sir." 
. "FOUR SHILLINGS!! For 

a play?" 
"Aye; yes, sir. But there's 

a lot of people in it , sir." 
"Yf!!s , but FOUR 

SHILLINGS for a play?" 
"Yes, sir. You see, sir, it's 

a VERY LONG play, sir." 
And, indeed, it is a long 

ploy; with a lot of people in 
it, too. But, as Nickolas 
Nickleby (David Purdham) 
requested an investment 
from Mr. Curdle (Holmes 

Osborne), he neglected to 
inform him that it was also 
the giant theatrical event of 
the year in Chicago. 

Thirty-nine actors and ac
tresses, three hundred 
characters, and eight and a 
half hours to get to know 
them. THE LIFE AND 
ADVENTURES OF 
NICKOLAS NICKLEBY, 
adapted from the book by 
Charles Dickens, is most 
certainly an event in 
Chicago theatre. And it is 
most definitely on adven
turous, heartwarming ex
perience which dipicts 
Dicken's common theme of 
orphans, villians, ruthless re
latives, and poverty in the 
ninteenth century.• 

Purdham, in the title role, 
carries one through 
Nickolas' adventures, taking 
the audience in with his 
talent as an actor. He has 
the ability to keep you on 
the edge of your seat 
throughout almost the entire 
play. 

The relationship between 
Nickolas and Smike 
(William Youmans), a crip
pled boy who has spent his 
entire life in a school for 
boys, (run by the villianous 
schoolmaster, Wackford 
Squeers, played by Robert 
Elliot) is tender and deep, 
and the actors did indeed 
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find a way to touch the au
dience's hearts. 

The most incredible were 
the times during the play 
when the audience leaned 
forward eagerly in their 
seats, hardly breathing; 
they were mesmerized. 

The audience was so in
volved by the end of the 
production they hesitated to 
leave the theatre, keeping 
the cast on stage for five 
standing ovations. 

These actors ore only 
part of the reason this show 
won this year's Tony Award 
for Best Ploy in New York. 
There are other reasons; 
thi rty-seven to be precise. 

Moggie Thatcher, in the 
supporting role as Nickolas' 
sister, Kate Nickleby, 
stands-up to each obstacle 
which is cast her way. From 
her relationship w ith 
Nickolas, full of the love 
that a brother and sister 
often hove for each other, 
to her hatred for her ruth
less uncle, Ralph Nickleby 
(Bob Brueler). She keeps 
the audience enthralled with 
her every moment. 

The stars of the 
performance, although not 
in the leading roles, were 
Youmans as Smike and 
Charles Keating as Newman 
Noggs, Ralph Nickleby's 
"secretary." They each pro
ve that, although all might 
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fai l or go against us, there 
is surely pe for- us all. 
When we first meet Smike, 
he is a young cripple; seem
ingly hopeless, but before 
us, he turns into a man 
capable of a deep, dose 
friendship. And Noggs, 
when we ore first introduced 
to him, is a worn out 
boozer, though no dru 
thr-oughou t the 
performance; yet cheers 
erupted from the audience 
when he defied his "Moster 
Rolph,". 

It is not enough to com
mend only a chosen few, for 
it could only be possible to 
turn o ut such a quality 
performance with an ac
. cumulation of the finest 
talents on stage. Producing 
director, Vincent Dowling, a 
native of Dublin, Ireland, 
has certainly succeeded. He 
has found some of the finest 
and brought t~ together 
for an evening (or two) of 
entertaining, heartwarming 
fun. 

Others deserving special 
mention include Sora 
Woods as Mrs. Nickleby, 
the recently-widowed 
mother of Nick and Kate; 
constantly worried that her 
daughter will not many 
"proper." In fact, she's so 
worried and so motherly 
that she neglects to -un
derstand ANYTHING. 

Jill Holden, as the Infant 
Phenomenon, is a phen
omenon herself as the 
t en-year -old , over
developed, buxom daughter 
of a traveling acting 
troupe's owners, . and 
Mrs. Crummies (Bony Boys 
and Rita Litton). S e 
clumsily aerobesques and 
curtsys across the s age, 
p easing her parents who 
think that she is the finesf _ 

Michael John McGann OS 

Charles Cheeryble and Joh 
Til ofson as his brother, 

ed. desene · the heroic 
honor for- the evening. Their 
performances a s the 
Bro~ Cheeryble earned 
1hem exceptionally loud ap
p!ause from the mdenre 
ofter they reunite the 
Niddebys. 

The applause. however. 
rang loudest for Boys, 
when, OS Mr. Vincent Crum
mies, he and his wife ore re
united with Nickolas. The 
pair excitedly announce 
their plans for a T ronsAtlan
tic tour in the States. 

"That's wonderful , Mr_ 
Crummies, ltd you're tour
ing in America. But, sir. how 
do you know that you will 
fare well?" 

"Oh, my boy, I KNOW. 
You see, I have been told 
that Americans will pay 
ANY price for good 
theolte. " 
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