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Just as family was always 
very much a part of Harry 
Chapin's life and career. this 
production continues as a 
fami ly endeavor. Sandy 
Chapin will serve as creative 
consultant, while Tom and 
Stephen Champin. who ac­
companied their brother on 
t our and during his 
Broadway engagement, will 
provide musical direction 
and arragngements. 

Presidential Commission on 
Hunger. an organization 
whose existence is largely a 
result of his tireless personal 
lobbying. 

to each of us to be the best we 
can be to "make a difference." 

Preview performances of 
HARRY CHAPIN: LIES AND 
LEGENDS begin Friday, Oc-
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From his emergence in 
1972. to his tragic death in 
1981. Harry Chapin's life and 
work were representative of 
the American spirit at its 
best. 

· Making more than 200 
concert appearances a year. 
Chapin did over half of them 
as benefits. channeling the 
proceeds in to causes he 
believed in. Chief among 
these was ending hunger in 
the world and halting the 
spread of nuclear plants and 
weapons. In 1975. Harry 
Chapin founded World 
Hunger Year. a foundation 
w_hose aim is to promote 
education and awareness of 
the issues and causes of 
hunger. and to inform the 
public what can be done to 
help solve a devastating 
problem. 

. tober 14. Performance times 
are Tuesday through Friday 
at 8:00 p.m.: Saturday at 6:30 
and 10 p.m. and Sunday at 3 
and 7 p.m. Ti ckets are $14 
and $15 for Tuesday. Wed­
nesday. Thursday and Sun­
day evenings: $15 and $16 
for Friday and Saturday 
evenings and $13 and $14 
for Sunday matinees. 
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As a songwriter, he 
sometimes looked at the 
darker. lonely side of life, but 
Harry Chapin the person·was 
an energetic. optimistic '.'do­
er." Unconcerned with the 
conventional trappings of 
super-stardom. he was filled 
with fierce determination to 
do what he could to make the 
world a better place. 

He was ·a rare man who 
could claim both number one 
records and a seat on the 

Harry Chapin was killed in 
an auto accident on July 16, 
1981 while en route to yet 
another benefit concert. But 
he left behind a legacy of 
haunting .and affecting 
songs. a concern and com­
mi ttmen t for issues that af­
fect mankind and a challenge 

A "No Diryner/Theater 
Package" is available for 
Tuesday. Wednesday. Thurs-­
day and Sunday perfor­
mances. providing a $2.50 
discount per ticket for 
patrons who bring to the 
theater a donation of a non­
perishable food item. The 
food will be distributed to 
needy Chicago families by 
the Chicago Food-Depository. 

For further information. 
call the theater box office, 
935-6 100. Group sales, call 
363-2278. 
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The American Players 
, Theatre (APT) .of Spring 

Green. Wisconsin performs 
three Shakespearian plays at 
the versatile performing 
facility. Centre East, located 
at 7701 Lincoln Ave. in 
Skokie. The company per­
forms ROMEO AND JULIET 
on Friday. October 28 at 8:00 
PM. THE TAMING OF THE 
SHREW on Saturday, Oc­
tober 29 at 2:00 PM and A 
MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S 

· DREAM on Saturday. Oc­
tober 29 at 8:00 PM. Tickets 
for both evening perfor­
mances are S 12 and· S 14 and 
tickets for the matinee are $8 
and $10. 

The American Players 
Theatre was conceived by 
Randall Duk Kim. Anne 
Occhiogrosso and Chuck 
Bright as a professional 
theater company devoted 
solely to the classics. 

pride in working· from the 
.. Folio," a co.Jlection of 

David Lee sarini in " The 
Taming of the Shrew." 

Verona. ROMEO AND 
JULIET is a revised and 
newly cast production featur­
ing a lively version of the 
lyrical poetry inherent in the 
work. 

The second production at 
Centre East, THE TAMING 
OF THE SHREW. is a 
hilarious play within a play 
which explores the age-old 

· battle of the sexes. The play is 
one of Shakespeare's most 
loved comedies and the 
American Players Theatre's 
authentic staging dot's 
justice to the intricacies of 
the plot. 

The weekend closes with 
one of the company's most 
successful plays. A MIDSUM ­
MER .NIGHT'S DREAM. the 
costumes ·and sets create a 
world of ancient Greece, filled 
with · mythological eroes, ar­
dent lovers. swaggers and 

Shakespeare's plays gathered spiritual creatures, making A 
by two members of his acting MIDSUMMER NIGHT ' S 

Now a twenty-eight mem- company and published after DREAM one of the most im-
ber company. the APT has his death. and use it as a aginative productions yet. 
distinctly different ideas guide to the proper presenta- Remaining tickets for any 
about preserving the in- lion of their repertoire. Centre East sponsored event 
tegrity and authenticity of ROMEO AND JULIET. the will be sold at half price, one 
the classics it presents. The fist of three productions to be hour before shows begin, on 
company stages plays by staged at Centre East, has a "student rush" basis to 
Shakespeare and Marlowe. been called the greatest love those with valid school iden-
and invests large amounts of story of all times. and is filled lificalion . 
time to r esearch and with comedy. tragedy, in- For reservations and 
language study bf each par- nocence. combat and recon- further information. phone 
licular work. They take great ciliation. Set in medievil Cent're East at 673-6300. 
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Bond's back to basics 

While we're on the subject of nostalgia. Never Say Never 
Again returns Sean Connery to the role of James Bond. Agent 
007. It is a most welcome return as the older but still charming 
and deadly secret goes through the motions of a previous 
caper. 

Never Say Never Again. a title suggested by Connery's wife, 
is a remake of Thunderball on a somewhat smaller but by no 
m_eans less entertaining scale. This should explain why Largo, 
Felix Leiter. and Domino are all back in 'the Bah.amas looking 
for stolen atomic bombs. 

James Bond (Sean Connery) gets to ugh with The Big Man (Dan 
Meaden). 

The emphasis in the Irvin Kershner directed film. is less on 
gimicks, crass commercial plugs. and a comic book at­
mosphere and vi lli ans. Connery returns credibility to the role 
and his adversaries prove deadly but tangible opponents. The 
traditional flocks of bikini clad beauties are not paraded about 
for mere set decoration, they are fu ll y functional characters in a 

' film that relies on plot, character development and well written 
dialogue.· 

This is not to say that Connery in his seventh Bond film and 
his fell ow actors spend most of their screen time engaged in 
serious emoting. There is plenty of the gratituous sex and 
violence and humor that we have all come to expect from this 
series based on Ian Fleming's novels. 

The film holds its own against the early Bond films and sur­
passes easily most of that other fell ow's work. International es­
pionage is a serious business and Connery is deadly serious in 
making a good impression on those who haven't seen the "reel" 
James Bond on the big screen before . 

Klaus Maria Brandauer, the s_tar of Mephisto, ·creates a 
believable multi -billionaire agent of Spectre capable of all sorts 
of mischief and cruelty. His Largo is offset by the somewhat 
campy quality of Barbara Carrerra as his cohort in crime, 
Fatima Blush. 

On the side of order and just,ice is Edward Fox as a stuffy, 
diet conscience replacement for "M" and Bernie Casey in the 
role of CIA buddy, Felix Leiter. 

Nev!!r Say Never Again suffers only from the inability to use 
the traditional Bond titles and soundtrack. These are little 
touches that are missed but one shouldn't complain too loudly 
as the right body is back in the Bond evening clothes. 

The rating for this Warner Bros. release is three stars. 

A very small affair 

Phoebe (Mary Steenburgen) meets her new writing partner 
(Dudley Moore) on his wedding day in "Romantic Comedy." 

Romanti c Comedy is an Arthur Hiller film based on the Ber­
nard Slade play of the same name. Slade's previous filmed 
works include Same Time, Next Year and Tribute . This Cana­
dian playwright and his fellow Canadian di rector have 
provided a native of Newport. Arkansas by the name of Mary 
Steenburgen to once again show off her stuff; this time in a 
sli ght story of two co-laborrating playwrights located in New 
York City. 

Her co-star in this seco.nd rate invasion of Neil Simon coun­
try is the ever popular Dudley Moore. Once again he plays a 
character who drinks too much, thinks too much_of himself 
and is short on a large quantity of basic human values. 
Naturally the audience is supposed to find him adorably 
repulsive and hope he will straighten out by the last act. 

Personally I didn't care and thought that Miss Steenburgan 
and her character deserved better. With her unconventional 
looks and manner she can make a contrived plot and dialogue 
seem almost palatable. 

The rating for this only casually amusing MGM/ UA release 
is two stars. 

(Pearson is an alumnus of Northeastern.) 


